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mony fufpetided.  ExtraB  of  a  letter  from  an  officer  to  his 
friend  concerning  the  author's  illnefs.  Unfnifhed  letter 
from  the  author  s  late  affiflant  to  his  father.  Report  of  his 
death  difcredited,  on  account  of  his  being  feen  in  health  only 
a  fhort  time  before,  ^liet  change  of  the  year.  Neivi 
received  of  the  capture  of  Admiral  Lucas's  feet  by  Sir  Keith 
Elphinfione.  Rumour  tf  hoflilities  between  America  and 
France.  Frefh  provifions  obtained  for  the  hofpital.  Their 
effeSl  upon  theficky  -  -  -  2  29 
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flipper  f%uallo'wed  by  a  Dutch  lady.  .  Improved  health  of  the 
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yellownefs  of  the  body  from  heat  without  fever.  Creoles 
greater  invalids  than  Europeans.  Contending  influence  of 
an  elegant poet^  and  the  god  of  arms i  -  -         249 
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departure  and  reiurn.  Prefent  party  only  preceded  ly  in- 
dividuals. Remarks  concerning  the  dijlance.  Author 
unwell — recovers  en  route.  Flantation  '*  Golden  Tent*^ 
Firji  night  pajfed  with  Mr.  Selles  at  the  ejlate  '*  Hermi- 
tage'^ IJlands  in  the  river  Demarnra.  Kamomcy  creek. 
Party  dine  in  the  boat.  Woratilla  creek.  Alabeira  creek. 
A  wide  favanna.  View  of  JPIr.  Edmonjloni s  dwelling. 
Dark  windings  of  the  creek.  An  accident  happens  to  one 
of  the  Jlaves.  His  reply  refpeEling  the  depth  of  the  water. 
7he  party  arrive  at  Mr.  Edmonjlone  s  in  the  dark.  No- 
velty of  feeling  themfelves  walking  upon  rifing  ground, 
Hofpitahle  reception  by  Mr.  Edrnofflone.  Plenteous /upper. 
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^he  party  pafs  the  night  at  Mr.  EdmonJIene^s — utidiflurbed 
by  mufquitoes.  pjXpedition  into  the  woods.  Novel fcenery. 
Trees  of  the  forefl  lofty — their  wood  of  hard  and  folid 
texture.  Decayed  trees  not  feen  in  the  forefl.  Specimens 
colleBed.  Feiu  animals  feen  in  the  ivoods — fewer  infeBs. 
Author  flrolls  into  an  Indian  hut.  Returns  to  revifit  its 
inhabitants.  Finds  that  they  have  decamped  into  the  woods. 
Temperature  of  the  air  in  the  forefl  : — of  the  water  in  the 
creek  :  of  the  atmofphere  in  the  fliade  of  the  houfe.  Eccen- 
tric perfo7iage  refding  at  Mr.  Edtnonjlone's.  Boat  fent 
round  to  the  Sand-hill.  Another  boat  difpatched  down  the 
river.  The  party  journey  on  foot  through  the  ivoods  to  tht 
Sand' hill.  Scenes  of  the  forefl.  Intricate  path  traced 
through  the  thick  ivoods  by  an  old  negro.  Sudden  opening 
upon  a  tuide  plain.  Scenery  at  the  Sand-hill.  Situation  of 
the  dwelling.  An  inhofpitable  home.  Suggefion  that  the 
owner  may  be  influenced  by  the  chilling  atmofphere  of  the 
fpoi.  Temperature  at  the  Satid-hill.  The  party  detained 
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-        .      -  -  -         -  284 
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Ihe  part'^  arrive  at  the  Loo  in  the  ahfence  of  the  manager, 
lake  pojfejfwft  of  the  hotife,  and  feat  thenfehes  at  the  /upper 
table.      ConUally  welcomed  on  his  return.      Well  accommo- 
dated for  the  night.    Morning  temperature.      Party  call  at 
(tn  if  ate  to  hreakfaf.     An  Adonis  in  the  fcref.     A  ivood- 
cutter's   cottage.      Party   entertained  by   a   negro   woman, 
Vifit  a  free  mulatto    named  John  Hill.     A  fptcimen   oj 
negro  labour,     The  party  proceed  to  another  wood-cutters 
dwelling  tofeep.      Scenery  on  the  river  impro'ued.     Night 
accommodations  at  this   humble  cottage.      Scenery   olferved 
"on  the  following  day.      The  party  maUe  pur  chafes  from  the 
Bucks.   Vifit  different  places  en  route.  Hafmond,  a  Dutch- 
man,   Pezano,    a    Spaniard.        The    latter  an   eccentric 
character — a    chief  among  the  Bucks.     Has  a  plurality  of 
luives — the  fenior  a  fort  of  duenna.    Pezano' s  employment. 
— His  per/on.     He  confents  to  go  to  the  Pofl.~hclder^ s  and 
the  Fallsy  as  a  guide  ^  but  waits  to  follow  in  fate.      Qoeft 
Vriefand.     Pezano^ s  arrival  at  the  Pof  holder's.      Mrs. 
Mutzficky  andfent  into  the  zvoods  to  the  Bucks.  Hofpitality 
of  Mr.  Mutz.     Shooting   tvith    the   Indians.      Bathing. 
Spring  water.     Accommodations  for  the  nighty   Page  295 


'Journey  from  Ooejl  Vriefand  to  ^^  the  Falls."  The  party 
meet  with  Mrs,  Mutz^  at  an  Indian  dwelling  in  the 
luoods.  Some  hills  and  a  rock  at  theftde  of  the  river.  The 
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Vriefand.  The  party  take  their  departure  for  the  Loo  • 
— dine  at  a    wood'CUtter^s  : — entertained  by    a  negro  wo- 
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sw:;;,  and  a  ir.ulatto  man.  A  fevere  day  for  the  Jlavei' 
The  boiJt  overtaken  by  a  canoe  difpatched  'with  a  friendly 
invitation,  T6e  party  proceed  to  the  Loo  hsi  the  Jtul 
light  of  the  mean  :— arrive  in  the  night.  Find  the  family 
in  bed.  Jidcrniijsr  temperature  at  the  Loo.  Unufual 
feelings  from  cold.  Journey  from  the  Loo  to  Garden 
Lden.  Another  hard  day  for  the  faves.  The  pany 
pajs  the  inhofpiiable  hand-hill^  and,  dine  in  the  boat.  Succefs- 
ful,e}Cpedient  of  employing  the  cochfivain  to  encourage  the' 
negroes.     Magic  effeB  cf  an  extempore fong^         Page  311 

Garden-Eden  a  fugar  eflate  belonging  to  Mr.  T.  Cuming. 
The  party  entertained  by  Mr.  Boyce,  'Phenomenon  of  a 
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^th.  Remarks  concerning  the  excurfton.  Peculiar  for  ^ 
tune  of  the  author.  Temperature  of  Gidana.  Range  of 
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The  author'' s  horfe  a  viBim  to  the  climate.  The  detachment 
of  the  Si,  Domingo  hofpitalflaff  receives  infiruBions  to  leave 
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mate. General  appearance  of  the  coafl  and  the  eflates. 
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LETTER     XXIX. 

The  commandant  receives  final  inJlruBions  for  the  author  to 
proceed  to  St.  Domingo.  A  tolleFlion  of  Indian  fpecimens 
embarh  d  for  England.  Keivs  arrives  of  the  defeat  of  the 
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fait  rations.  Author  l-aments  not  being  able  to  make  an  im- 
proved report  refpcciing  thefurgicaL  patients.  Next  to  fe* 
ver^  ulcers  moji  fatal  to  the  troops.  Different  effeEl  of  the 
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LETTER    XXX. 

Author's  adieu.  He  takes  his  paffage  in  a  veffel  hound  for 
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LETTER    I. 

Author  apprehenfive  of  having  luear'ied  his  friend  ivith 
the  detail  of  his  river  excurfion.  Report  of  thefick-lijl 
during  his  abfence.  A  valuable  and  friendly  compagtjon 
de  voyage.  Some  remarks  on  doiun  and  feathers.  Author 
and  his  friends  hefieged  ivith  interrogatories.  Happy  tidings 
from  Grenada  and  St.  Vincent.  Improbable  report  of  the 
commander  in  chief  proceeding  againf  Guadaloupe.  Capture 
of  Sir  Sidney  Smith  by  the  French.  Corps  of  South  American 
Rangers.     A  large  fnake.     Mermaids. 

Berblfche,  July. 

1  AM  too  fenfible,  my  friend,  that  in  my 
laft  noting  communication  I  fuifered  myfelf 
to  be  led  into  minutise,  regarding  our  late  ex- 
curfion, which  might  be  more  tedious  than  en- 
tertaining to  you  :  but  as  my  pen  was  my 
companion  in  the  deep  woods,  and  as  I  thought 
to  you,  while  noting  each  circumftance  on  the 
fpot,  where  it  occurred,  I  afterwards  knew  not 
what  part  to  fupprefs,  and  therefore  hazard- 
ed a  fevere  trial  of  your  patience  by  impofing 
upon  you  the  taflc  of  perufing  the  whole  ; 
yet  not  without  a  hope  that,  as  the  mode  of 
travelling,  and  every  thing  conneding  with 
the  excurfion,  differed,  tota  facie,  from  what 
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is  common  in  Europe,  the  novelty  might  in 
fome  meafure  compenfate  the  wearifome  detail. 

It  will  give  you  much  pleafure  to  learn 
that  the  hofpital  lift  had  not  been  augmented 
during  my  abfence,  and  that  the  troops  in  this 
colony  ftill  continue  even  more  healthy,  than 
our  beft  expedations  had  led  us  to  hope. 

You  know  my  attachment  to  the  friendly 
little  mattrefs,  which  I  brought  from  England 
as  my  compagnon  de  voyage,  and  you  will 
believe  that  its  value  has  not  been  diminiflied 
by  my  often  finding  it  the  foothing  aflbciate 
of  my  toils.  Never  were  its  calm  afluafions 
more  eagerly  embraced,  nor  more  gratefully 
enjoyed  than  on  the  evening  of  my  return 
from  our  tour.  After  pafling  three  diftrefsful 
nights  in  an  open  hammock,  aflailed  with  the 
bites  and  ftings  of  whole  tribes  of  infects,  I 
extended  my  perfon,  at  eafe,  on  my  kindly 
mattrefs,  and,  fhielded  by  my  canopy,  and 
curtains  of  gauze,  bade  defiance  to  the  buzzing 
hofts  which  thirfted  for  my  blood.  The  power 
of  lying  undifturbed,  and  of  extending  my 
fwoln  and  wearied  limbs  unmolefted,  was  quite 
a  conqueft;  and,  perhaps,  but  few  things,  even 
of   greater  moment,  ever  brought  fuch   real 


comfort,  fuch  unalloyed  enjoyment  to  any  indi- 
vidual as  I  experienced  from  this  trivial  cir- 
cumftance.  You  will  form  fome  judgment 
of  it,  when  I  tell  you  that  I  had  been  bitten 
from  head  to  foot  by  infeds,  and  had  been 
expofed  to  the  fatigue  of  four  days  travelling 
in  a  fcorching  climate,  befides  palling  three 
fucceffive  nights,  not  only  without  fleep,  but 
hung  up  in  an  open  hammock,  with  my  tor- 
tured, tumefied,  and  itching  body  expofed  to 
the  bites  and  flings  of  new  affailants. 

The  great  and  happy  change  I  felr,  fo  oc- 
cupied my  contemplations,  that  for  a  time,  I 
refifted  the  invitations  of  Morpheus,  and  lay 
in  quiet  watchfulnefs  to  obferve  the  enraged 
thoufands,  that  beat  their  wings  in  difappoint- 
ment  againft  the  defending  barrier  of  my 
couch. 

In  truth  may  I  fay  that  I  afterwards  re- 
pofed,  throughout  the  night,  in  fweet  and  bal- 
my fleep,  and  that  I  rofe  in  the  morning  with 
increafed  affection  for  my  friendly  mattrefs  : 
figuratively  fpeaking  it  was  a  bed  of  the  foft- 
eft  down  !  You  already  know  that  a  real 
bed  of  down  would  have  had  no  charms  in  my 
cftimation.     Indeed  my  increafmg  experience 
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confirms  the  furprlze  you  have  often  heard 
me  exprefs,  that  fuch  multitudes  of  perfons 
fhould  have  adopted  the  pernicious  cuflom  of 
exhaufting  their  ftrength,  by  paffinglong  nights 
burled  in  the  unwholefome  heat  of  dovs/n  and 
feathers. 

You  will  readily  conceive  the  avidity 
with  which  our  comrades  demanded  an  ac- 
count of  our  excurfion  and  adventures.  They 
crowded  round  us  upon  our  arrival,  befieging 
us  with  vollies  of  interrogatories,  and  eagerly 
liftening  to  our  recitals.  Every  one  had  fome- 
thing  new  to  afk,  and  from  the  varied  forms 
of  nearly  fimilar  queftions,  the  two  or  three 
firfl  days  were  moftly  fpent  in  repeating  the  de- 
tails of  our  journey. 

We,  on  our  part,  were  equally  folicitous 
to  learn  the  news  of  the  Iflands  and  of  Eng- 
land, but  were  difappointed  in  all  our  inqui- 
ries, no  intelligence  having  reached  the  colony 
during  our  abfence.  Since  our  return  a  vef- 
fel  has  arrived  frOm  Barbadoes,  with  the  hap- 
py tidings  that  our  troops  have  fubdued  the 
Brigands  and  the  Charibs  of  Grenada  and  St. 
Vincent,  and  that  thefe  iflands  are  reftored  to 
order  and  tranquillity.   It  is  further  added  that 


the  commander  in  chief  is  gone  with  the  ar- 
my againft  Guadaloupe  ;  but  this  we  regard 
only  as  the  idle  rumour  of  the  hour,  for  when 
we  confider  the  very  advanced  period  of  the 
feafon,  and  that  the  troops  have  been  already 
fatigued  and  reduced  in  number,  by  the  cam- 
paign in  the  other  iflands,  and  by  furnifhing 
thefe  with  the  necefTary  garrifons,  it  does 
not  feem  probable  that  an  attack  can  be  medi- 
tated, this  feafon,  upon  the  enemy's  ftrong- 
eft  pofition. 

From  the  kind  attentions  of  our  hofpi- 
table  and  friendly  neighbour  Mr.  Blair,  we 
have  now  before  us  a  feries  of  Engli{h  news- 
papers up  to  May  12th.  You  already  know 
that  the  perufal  of  thefe  is  one  of  our  higheil 
enjoyments — one  of  our  greateft  fources  of  de- 
light. Not  a  fentence,  nor  a  word  efcapes  us. 
We  read  with  great  concern  the  unfortunate  de- 
feat of  our  brave  allies  the  Auftrians,  and  we 
much  apprehend  that  this  event  will  remove 
every  profpedl  of  peace  for  the  prefent. 

We  are  alio  much  grieved  to  read- that 
the  gallant  Sir  Sidney  Smith  is  captured  by 
the  enemy  :  for  we  are  not  without  our  fears, 
that,  from  the  nature  of  the  eaterprize  in  which 
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he  was  engaged,  he  may  become  the  victim  of 
revolutionary  rage  ;  or,  that  the  fanguinary 
rulers  who  have  ufurped  the  government  in 
France,  not  pofTefling  that  magnanimity  of 
mind  which  honors  the  enterprifmg  valour  of 
an  enemy,  but  being  meanly  exafperated  by 
his  intrepidity,  may  fubjed  him  to  hardfhips 
unknown  to  ordinary  captives. 

From  Demarara  we  learn  that  it  is  in  con- 
templation to  form  a  corps  of  negroes  for  the 
defence  of  the  colony,  toconfift  of  350  or  ^]oo 
men,  and  to  be  denominated  the  "  South  Ame- 
rican rangers."  Should  this  plan  be  put  into 
execution,  it  will,  probably,  open  a  field  of  pro- 
motion for  the  junior  officers  of  the  regiments 
now  ferving  in  Guiana  ;  but  it  is  fuppofed 
that  moft  of  the  companies  will  be  given  to 
fuch  of  the  planters  who  fhall  volunteer  their 
fervices  ;  in  order  to  create  a  colonial  fpirit  in 
the  corps,  and  to  ftrengthen  it  as  much  as  pof- 
fible  with  local  intereft.  A  body  of  troops 
thus  conftituted  would  form,  perhaps,  the  bed 
and  moft  difpofable  force,  that  could  be  efta- 
blilhed  for  the  defence  of  this  coaft. 

I  (hould  not  omit  telling  you  that  a  few 
days  fmce  I  had  an  opportunity  of  feeing  one 


of  the  race  of  enormous  fnakes,  which  you 
read  of  as  infefting  thefe  colonies.  It  was  kill- 
ed near  the  town  of  New  Amfterdam,— was 
twelve  feet  long,  and  about  the  thicknefs  of  a 
man's  thigh.  To  the  Europeans  who  were 
prefent,  it  appeared  a  very  large,  and  hideous 
reptile;  but  neither  the  colonifts,  nor  the  ne- 
groes confidered  it  of  extraordinary  fize,  for 
we  learn  that  they  are  fometimes  feen  more 
than  twice  as  large,  and  upw^ards  of  thirty  feet 
in  length. 

I  wifh  I  could  relate  to  you  a  converfa- 
tion  which  I  heard  at  the  governor's  a  few 
days  ago  on  the  fubjedt  of  mermaids.  It  was 
maintained  that  thefe  lady-like  animals,  of  fa- 
bulous note,  do  really  exift  in  the  Berbifche 
river,  and  I  confels  that  I  experienced  fome 
furprife,  when  I  heard  the  governor,  who  is  a 
fenfible  and  intelligent  man,  give  his  fand;ion  to 
the  opinion.  Olten,  it  was  infifted,  very  often 
had  they  been  feen  ;  and  on  my  allying  the 
gentlemen  who  advanced  the  affertion,  if  it  was 
by  their  own  eyes,  they  replied,  "  no  !  but  re- 
peatedly by  Indians,  by  negroes,  and  by  whites," 
and  tliey  feemed  to  think  it  eftabliihed  beyond 
a  doubt,  that  thefe  beauteous  fcaly^o/^;rA'j-  did 
ad.ualiy  inhabit  the    waters  of  this   country. 
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One  of  them  it  was  faid  had  been  taken  alive, 
by  an  Indian,  who  was  carrying  it  to  Savonette 
as  a  prefent  to  Mr.  Heynemann  ;  but  from 
the  prejudices  of  his  nation,  whofe  fuperfti- 
tion  protects  thefe  fifh-tailed  ladies  ;  the  man 
was  compelled,  by  others  of  the  Indians,  to 
return  her  to  the  river,  left  the  enraged  mother 
Ihould  haunt  them  with  every  fpecies  of  ill. 

A  planter  who  was  prefenf,  obferving  that 
the  officers  were  ftill  unconfirmed  in  their  faith, 
added  a  fpecies  of  teftimony  which  he  feemed 
to  think  even  the  moft  incredulous  could  not  re- 
fift.  "  Nothing,"  faid  he,  "  is  more  certain  than 
that  mermaids  do  exift  in  the  rivers  of  Guia- 
na, for  I  know  a  navy  officer  who  has  not 
only  feen  them  alive,  but  who  adluaHy  ate  of 
one,  which  had  been  cooked  and  ferved  up 
for  the  table."  This  he  confidered  as  "  confir- 
mation ftrong" — but  as  neither  this  gentleman 
nor  any  of  the  others  had  feen  or  eaten  of 
thefe  fi£h-ladies  themfelves,  however  it  mieht 
border  upon  a  breach  of  politenefs,  it  was  no 
contradidion  of  the  affertions  made  by  them, 
not  to  be  convinced  by  the  fime  reports, 
which  had  confirmed  th^ir  belief:  we  there- 
fore aflume  the  liberty  of  Engliflioien,  and  ftill 
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LETTER    11. 

Captain  3  fax  well  a  fid  the  Jiithor  make  an  excurjlsn  to  Jllyn^ 
heer  Robolo/ki's.  Pla?itatiori  Ziiidiuyk.  Polite  attentions  of 
J\d\nheer  Robokjki.  Ceremony  of /addling  old  grey  y  a  favor  ^ 
itejleed.  Author  makes  a  promenade  round  the  ejlate.  Jea- 
loufy  a  tormefiting  pajfion.  A  Wejl  India  Jlorm.  Affiitling 
lofs  of  an  off.cer  in  yellow  fever.  Rtmarks  upon  military 
funerals.  Example  of  the  effeEl  of  thefe  folemn  obfequies- 
Difeafed  appearances.     Uncertain  fymptoms. 

Berbifchej  July  12. 
I  ou  will  be  furprized  to  hear  of  my  having 
already  made  another  river  excurfion  ;  but  I  be- 
fore mentioned  to  you  that  vv^e  had  intended 
vifiting  the  eftate  of  Mynheer  Robolofki,  oa 
our  return  from  M.  Heynemann's  : — not  be- 
ing able  to  effedt  it  then,  and  afterv^rards  re- 
ceiving a  preffing  renewal  of  the  invitation  by 
fome  friends  of  M.  Robolofki,  who  came  to 
pafs  a  day  with  the  officers  at  the  fort ;  in 
company  with  captain  Maxwell,  I  availed  my. 
felf  of  the  opportunity  of  returning  with  thefe 
gentlemen.  We  dined  on  our  way,  at  the 
plantation  Zuidwyk — one  of  the  moft  plea- 
fant  and  improved    fpots  on  the  bank  of  the 
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river.  M.  LInde,  the  gentleman  we  went  to 
fee,  was  indifpofed,  bat  he  was  infplred  with 
health  on  feeing  a  party  of  unexpeQed  vifitors, 
and  he  entertained  us  with  all  the  glad  wel- 
come of  the  colony,  moft  cordially  inviting 
us  to  prolong  our  vifit. 

Zuidwyk  is  a  coffee  plantation.  It  is  well 
cultivated,  and  rich  in  fruits. — The  houfe  is  fpa- 
cious,  and,  (landing  at  a  pleafant  diftance  from 
the  river,  with  the  ground  ornamented  and 
improved,  it  not  only  appears  refpedable,  but 
conveys  the  idea  of  importance. 

From  our  delay  at  Zuidwyk  we  loft  the 
favorable  moment  of  tide,  and,  in  confequence, 
had  to  row  three  miles  againft  a  ftrong  cur- 
retii^  which  coft  the  poor  flaves  four  long  hours 
of  very  fevere  labour  and  fatigue. 

"We  were  moft  gladly  received  by  M. 
Robolofki,  who,  in  his  attentions  towards  us, 
feemed  anxious  to  rival  all  the  friendly  hofpi- 
tality  we  had  experienced.  Every  mark  of 
diftin^lion  and  refpedt  was  conferred  upon  us, 
and  a  liberal  fupply  of  all  the  heft  things  of 
the  houfe  and  eftate  was  ferved  for  our  enter- 
tainment.    When  we    were    at  table,    flaves 
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were  placed  at  our  elbows  to  wave  lime  boughs, 
in  order  to  defend  us  from  the  infefts  ;  and,  in 
the  evening,  we  were  fet  down  to  cards  with 
two  or  three  negroes  burning  lime  fprigs 
around  us,  while  others  were  placed  with  green 
branches  to  chafe  away  the  mufquitoes,  as  well 
as  to  ferve  us  with  copious  libations  from  an 
adjoining  table,  which  was  fpread  with  wine, 
punch,  fangaree,  and  other  rich  liqueurs*  At 
going  to  bed,  and  at  rifing,  flaves  attended  us 
with  water  for  our  feet,  and  were  ftridly  en- 
joined to  kneel  down,  and  wafh  them  :  nor 
were  we  fuffered  to  encounter  the  fatigue  of 
ftooping,  nor  allowed  to  wet  our  hands  in  fo 
humble  an  office. 

It  happened  that  I  expreffed  a  defire  to 
make  the  tour  of  the  eftate,  in  order  to  obfervc 
its  extent  and  cultivation.  The  wifh  fcarcely 
had  utterance  before  orders  were  given  for  the 
favorite  horfe  of  M.  Robolofki  to  be  brought 
to  the  door.  I  had  intended  myfelf  a  pedef- 
trian  ramble,  but  was  not  permitted  to  engage 
in  fuch  "  exceflive  fatigue."  Old  grey  was 
quickly  led  out,  and  appeared  before  the  win- 
dow ;  when  the  procefs  of  putting  on  the  bed 
faddle,  *'  for  Mynheer,"  and  arranging  the  gay 
trappings  became  the  bufinefs  of  no  lefs  than 
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fiK  flaves,  and  occupied  them  for  nearly  an 
hour  and  half,  forming  a  truly  diverting  and 
ludicrous  icene.  The  head,  the  neck,  each 
fide,  and  the  very  tail  of  the  animal  had  its  ap- 
propriate negro.  The  bridle,  the  crupper, 
every  girth  and  flirrup  occupied  a  feparate 
Have,  all  hurrying  in  the  full  buftle  of  atten- 
tive exertion.  At  length  the  ponderous  fad- 
led  was  miferably  fixed,  and,  without  attempt- 
ing to  inflrui^  the  mafler  or  correcl  the  flaves, 
I  mounted  upon  ibe  neck  of  old  grey,  and  fo- 
berly  trotted  round  the  plantation.  At  every 
angle  or  turning,  1.  met  with  a  freOi  flave  who 
had  been  ftationed  there  in  readinefs  to  run 
after  my  horfe,  and  to  dired:  and  attend  me, 
whitherfoever  I  might  wifh  to  bend  my  way: 
but  as  neither  old  grey,  nor  myfelf,  were  in- 
clined to  advance  with  great  fpeed,  all  my  run- 
ning foot-men  were  able  to  keep  pace  with  me, 
fo  that  before  I  had  completed  my  journey,  I 
had  collected  quite  a  hoft  of  attendants,  and 
found  myfelf  moving  amidfl:  a  naked  and  nu- 
merous throng. 

Together  with  a  natural  fprightlinefs,  and 
vivacity  of  temper,  M.  RobolofKi  is  gene- 
rous and  hofpitable  to  an  extreme.  All  that 
was  rare  was  prcfented  to  us  while  weremaiued, 
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befiJes  which  nurnberlefsofTcrlngs  were  heaped 
upon  us  at  our  departure,  and  he  would  have 
given  us  more  than  w-e  could  carry  away. 
The  whole  produce  of  his  houfe  and  eftate — 
all  he  had,  his  Wowjki  excepted,  w^as  at  our 
command.  On  leaving  him  he  loaded  us 
with  fruits,  pickles,  Tonquin  beans,  and  other 
good  things  ;  and  it  was  with  difficulty  we 
prevented  him  from  depriving  himfelf  of  even 
the  comforts  of  his  home  for  our  accommo- 
dation. Towards  his  flaves  he  is  extremely 
rigid,  and  holds  them  in  very  Uriel  fubjec- 
tion  ;  but,  with  the  many  good  qualities  he 
poffefTes,  it  cannot  be  fufped:ed  that  cruelty 
has  any  iliare  in  his  government.  Unhappily, 
with  the  moft  liberal  and  generous  nature,  he 
has  an  unfortunate  difpofition  that  torments 
him  with  all  the  harrowing  pangs  of  a  dark 
and  embittering  paffion.  Kind  and  attentive 
as  he  is  both  to  his  friends  and  to  flrangers, 
he  knows  neither  peace,  nor  comfort,  whild 
they  are  in  the  houfe,  from  his  mind  being 
inceflantly  tortured  with  the  dread  fufpicion 
that  a  d'ifgufting  black  woman,  whom  he 
keeps  as  his  wife,  may  be  feized  with  a  ht  of 
inconftancy,  and  fliare  with  others  thofe  joys 
he  experts  her  to  refervc  for  him  alone.  Ke, 
therefore,  locks  her  up  flairs  while  his  vifitors 


14- 

are  with  him,  and  keeps  the  key  of  the  door 
in  his  pocket.  To  fuch  excefs,  indeed,  does 
he  carry  his  jealoufy,  as  to  employ  a  young 
flave  in  the  hoiife,  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of 
watching  the  poor  hideous  woman's  condudt, 
and  reporting  to  hijm  her  every  look  and 
a£lion  ; — an  unhappy  and  fallacious  policy, 
which  can  have  no  other  effect,  but  to  diftrefs 
her,  and  aggravate  his  own  difcomfort. 

The  day  after  our  return  from  M.  Robo- 
lofki's,  we  witnefTed  one  of  the  great  and 
awful  fcenes  of  a  Weft  India  climate — one 
of  thofe  convulfions  of  the  weather,  which 
convey  the  idea  of  enraged  elements  warring 
to  reduce  all  nature  again  to  chaos.  It  is  not 
eafy  for  any  one,  who  is  acquainted  only  with 
the  foft  breezes  and  fhowers  of  Europe,  to 
conceive  the  terrific  grandeur  which  is  fome- 
times  exhibited  by  a  ftorm  within  the  tropics. 

The  morning  of  July  5th  was  ftill  and 
ferene — the  heat  of  noon  exceffive — a  little 
before  evening  the  heavens  blackened,  and 
the  clouds  accumulated  in  dark  mafles  threaten- 
ing a  direful  ftorm.  Prefently  a  tearing  wind 
iflued  forth  in  impetuous  current;  awful 
thunder  fuddenly  opened  in  dreadful  concuf- 
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iion,  like  the  burfting  of  a  thoufand  cannon  ; 
piercing  lightening  cut  through  the  gloomy 
darknefs  in  fiery  flaflies ;  the  troubled  fea 
fwelled  in  roaring  billows ;  and  the  pouring 
rain  rufhed  down  in  deftrudtive  ftreams.  All 
the  horrors  of  a  tropical  hurricane  were,  pre- 
fent  to  our  imagination,  and  increafed  the 
fearful  folemnity  of  the  fcene.  At  the  fame 
moment  planks  and  fpars,  and  pieces  of  wreck 
were  feen  floating  into  the  river,  which  created 
the  melancholy  apprehenlion  that  fome  vslTel 
was  caft  away,  and  that  the  crew  were,  per- 
haps at  that  inftant,  periiliing  from  the  fury 
of  the  ftorm.  Unhappily  too  our  fears  were 
further  heightened  by  the  recollediion  that  a 
Danifli  fhip  had  failed  from  the  river  only  a 
few  hours  before,  and  that  probably  the  men 
who  had  fo  lately  been  with  us,  were  now 
becoming  the  lifelefs  inhabitants  of  the  deep. 
However  deplorable  their  fituation,  we  had 
no  pofTible  means  either  of  afcertaining  the 
fad,  or  adminifterlng  relief ;  you  will  there- 
fore imagine  the  cruel  fufpenfe  and  agitation 
we  muft  have  fuffered.  As  foon  as  the  ex- 
treme violence  of  the  ftorm  had  abated,  nume- 
rous parties  of  the  foldiers  ftripped  and  fvvam 
into  the  river,  to  colled  the  too  copious  offer- 
ings brought  by  the  boifterous  waves.     Thev 
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found  the  furface  of  the  water  •ftrewed  with 
empty  cafks,  barrels  of  flour  and  of  bifcuit, 
tubs  of  herrings,  pieces  of  linen  and  woollen 
•cloth,  parcels  of  gloves,  and  various  pieces  of 
wreck  :  nor  was  it  long  before  it  was  difcover- 
ed  that  thefe  were  verily  the  produce  of  the 
Danifh  vefiel  fo  lately  in  the  harbour,  and 
which  we  grieved  to  learn  had  been  driven 
aground,  and  loft  very  near  to  the  mouth  of 
the  river.  Happily  our  apprehcnfions  re- 
fpedling  the  crew  proved  to  be  lefs  corre6t> 
than  with  regard  to  the  velTel — the  fugar  and 
coffee  periflied,  but,  fortunately,  all  hands  were 
faved. 

Another  very  grand,  but  awful  and  af- 
flicting fcene  has  occurred  to  our  notice  in  the 
funeral  obfequies  of  one  of  our  comrades — an 
officer  of  artillery,  who  had  fuffered  an  attack 
of  yellow  fever,  and  from  expofmg  himfelf  to 
fatigue  and  late  hours  during  his  convalefcence, 
brought  on  a  relapfe  which  quickly  deprived 
his  country  of  his  fervices,  and  us  of  his  fo- 
ciety.  War-like  honors  were  done  to  his 
remains.  The  funeral  was  conduded  v/ith 
all  the  fplendid  and  heart-moving  folemni- 
ties  of  a  military  proceifion  ;  which  forms 
one  of  the  moil   awful  ceremonies  that  the 
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eye    or   imagination    can    contemplate ;    but 
under  the  circumftances  of  our  prefent  fitu^ 
ation  it  is  too  folemnly  impreffive  to  be  prac- 
tifed  without  the  rifk  of  injury  ;  for  I  have  had 
occafion  to  remark  that,  in  its  effedls,  it  threa- 
tens ills  beyond  the  wholefome  grief  of  the 
moment.      The  aflbciations  arifmg  from  the 
doleful  fpedacle  operate  fo  powerfully  upon 
the  minds  of  thofe  who  are  timid  of  difeafe, 
as    to    endanger    ferious    illnefs.       The   flow 
march,  with  the  arms  of  war  Inverted — the 
folemn    mufic — the     fable    hollow-founding 
drum — and  the  thrice  vollied  farewel,  added 
to  the  common  rites  of  fepulture,  augment  the 
diftrefsful  feelings  natural  to  the  occafion,  and 
beget  a  faddening  melancholy  which  not  only- 
finks  the  foul  with  grief,  but  reduces  the  body 
within  the  pale  of  difeafe  ;  and  hence,  although 
it    be    a    grand   and  honorable    obfervance, 
which  may  be  attended  with  beneficial  effeds 
at  certain  times,  or  under  certain  circumftances, 
it  would  appear  to  be  too  awful  and  difpirit- 
ing  to  be  indifcriminately  exhibited  on  fervice, 
particularly  in  a  climate  where  the  body  is 
highly  predifpofed  to  ficknefs,  and  the  mind 
held  in  a  ftate  of  depreflion  from  the  fudden 
and  multiplied  ravages  of  difeafe — and  where 
the  fenfe  of  honor  which    attaches    to   thg 
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ceremony  is  more  than  counterbalanced  by 
the  fad  impreffion  that  the  perfon  who  views 
it  may,  probably,  in  the  courfe  of  only  a  few 
hours,  be  himfelf  the  inconfcious  object  of 
fimilar  parade. 

'  Twoof  the  officerswho  attended  the  fune- 
ral, although  as  brave  men  as  ever  unfheathed 
a  fword,  were  thrown  into  a  ftate  of  defpond- 
ency  which  had  nearly  coft  them  their  lives. 
Overwhelmed  with  grief  for  the  fate  of  their 
comrade,  and  fearfully  apprehenfive  of  difeafe, 
the  folemnity  of  the  ceremony  produced  a 
degree  of  depreflion  from  which  they  had  no 
power  of  rallying.  All  their  military  fpirit, 
and  manly  firmnefs  were  fubdued,  and  under 
the  weight  of  inconfolable  fadnefs,  they  were 
rapidly  fmking  into  a  ftate  of  fickncfs,  from 
ijvhich  they  felt  hopelefs  of  recovery.  One 
of  them,  who  with  the  fpirit  of  the  lion,  pof- 
fefles  the  heart  of  a  lamb,  being  wholly  unable 
to  fupprefs  the  overflowings  of  his  forrow, 
was  feen  day  by  day  to  ihed  tears,  like  an 
infant.  Change  of  place  became  neceflary  to 
their  relief.  They  were  accordingly  permit- 
ted to  quit  the  fort  for  a  time,  and  happily  by 
diverfity  of  fcene,  and  abfence  from  the  grief- 
aching  fpot,  the  dangers  which   threatened 
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ihem  were  averted,  and  their  ufual  health  and 
fpirits  reflored. 

"We  had  an  opportunity  of  examining 
the  body  of  our  lofl  (flicer  :  and  with  for- 
row  I  learn  that  we  may  expert  to  meet 
with  frequent  occafions  for  extending  this  fort 
of  inquiry.  The  wet  feafon  is  now  dtcHning, 
and  we  are  led  to  look  for  much  increafe  of 
ficknefs  during  the  fubfequent  months. 

Not  to  fatigue  you  with  a  minute  detail 
of  the  appearances,  I  may  briefly  obferve  that 
in  the  ftomach  they  have  hitherto  been  uni- 
form, but  in  the  other  vifcera  very  uncertain 
and  diffimilar.  With  refpedt  to  the  fymptoms 
of  the  difeafe,  we  begin  to  dilcover  much  in- 
ftability,  Either  vomiting,  low  delirium, 
fmgukus,  or  coma,  with  or  without  yel- 
lownefs  of  the  (kin,  forms  the  prominent 
feature — each  in  its  turn  feeming  to  give  the 
character  of  a  diftin(3:  malady— but  all  termi- 
nating, within  a  few  days,  under  the  ufual 
appearances  aflumed  by  our  great  common 
deftroyer. 
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LETTER    lir. 

Udedical  difcujjtons  promoted  by  Governor  Van  Battenhurgt 
Author^ s  d'l [appointment  with  refpeB  to  obtaining  informa- 
tion from  the  local  experience  of  the  colonial  praElitioners. 
Method  of  cure  eflablifhed  by  the  Dutch  at  variance  with 
that  employed  by  the  Ev.glifh.  Author  adopts  a  mode  of  in- 
quiry refpeBing  the  identity  of  the  difeafe.  Finds  that  the 
Dutch  are  treating  the  remittent — the  Englifh  the  continued^ 
or  yellow  fever.  The  Dutch  fill  wedded  to  opinion  regard- 
ing the  treatment.  Cafe  of  remittent  fever  cured  by  bark. 
Profeffonal  herefy  according  to  the  Dutch  code.  Remarhs 
concerning  a  medical  life.  The  term  docior  a  ready  paffport 
' — like  the  term  brother  in  mafonry.  In  the  Weji  Indies 
and  onfervice  ofte7i  advantageous.  Exemplified  in  viftting 
a  fiApy  a  regiment y  or  a  plantation,  RefpeHed  even  by  the 
enemy.  The  employment  a  duty  of  humanity.  Medical 
Qommand  more  abfolute  than  military.  Bell  and  happieji 
reward  of  a  medical  Ife. 

Berbifche,  July. 

JL  HE  unhappylo^sof  our  comrade,  mentioned 
to  you  in  my  laft  letter,  has  been  produdtive 
of  much  dlfcuflion  on  the  fubjedt  of  yellow 
fever.  The  governor  is  fond  of  reading  medical 
books,  and  feels  a  ftrong  intered  regarding 
the  dileafes  of  the  troops,  and  the  maladies 
ariling  from  the  climate.  He  takes  great 
pleafure  in  bringing  profeillonal  men  together, 
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and  in  promoting  medical  converfations.  I 
gladly  avail  myfelf  of  the  advantages  to  be 
derived  from  this  propenfity,  and  through  the 
means  of  Mynheer  Van  Bottenburg  have  fre- 
quent opportunities  of  hearing  the  remarks 
and  opinions  of  the  raoft  eminent  pra6litioners 
in  the  colony  ;  but  I  am  forry  to  obferve  that 
1  have  been  much  difappointed  with  regard  to 
the  pradical  information  1  had  hoped  to  obtain, 
from  the  local  experience  of  thefe  gentlemen. 
They  feem  to  have  eftabhlhed  one  certain 
faith — one  given  routine  of  prad:ice,  from 
which  it  were  herefy  to  commit  the  flighteft 
deviation.  Emetics  and  the  bark  are  pre- 
fcribed  in  all  cafes  of  fever  ;  and  they  infift 
upon  the  peculiar  efEcacy  of  thefe  remedies  in 
that  fpecies  or  degree  commonly  called  "  yel- 
low fever."  This  doctrine,  fo  generally  and 
pofitively  afTerted  by  the  Dutch  practitioners, 
is  in  direct  oppofition  to  the  experience  of  the 
medical  officers  of  our  army,  who,  in  this  dif- 
eafe,  have  conftantly  found  emetics  injurious, 
and  bark  in  the  early  ftages  ufelefs.  I  have 
therefore  been  at  much  pains  to  reconcile  the 
obfervations  with  fad: ;  and  as  the  opinions 
refpe£ling  the  treatment  were  fo  diredly  at 
variance,  I  was  anxious  to  latisfy  myfelf  with 
r^°gard  to  the  identity  of  the  difeafe  j  therefore 
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iti  order  to  aiccrtain,  corre<SlIy,  whether  we 
were  treating  the  fame  complaint,  I  requefted 
feveral  of  the  medical  men  of  the  colony  to 
Vifit  the  patients  in  the  m.ilitary  hofpital ; 
and  begged  of  them  to  allow  me  to  fee  fome 
of  the  fick  inhabitants  of  the  town.  This 
propofal  being  accepted,  the  caufe  of  the 
difference  of  opinion,  and  of  treatment  foon 
became  obvious  ;  for  it  was  difcovered  that 
while  we  were  contending  with  the  continued 
fever  of  Europeans  but  lately  arrived,  they 
were  prefcribing  for  the  rcmittetit  fever  of  the 
colonifls.  Candour  obliged  them  to  admit 
that  the  difeafe  in  the  hofpital  differed  from 
the  feVer  which  they  commonly  treated  ;  and 
one  of  the  moi^  eminent  of  them,  who  had 
been  as  many  as  twelve  years  in  hufy  employ- 
ment in  the  colony,  was  even  brought  to 
acknowledge  that,  in  the  whole  courfe  of  his 
pradice,  he  had  met  with  only  Jive  cafes  of 
what  he  now  termed  '"''  genuine  yellow  fever, ^^ 
Yet,  like  true  Batavians,  w^edded  to  old  habits, 
they  all  perfifted  in  the  opinion,  and  unani- 
moufly  agreed  that  vomits  and  bark  were  the 

befl  remedies for  a  difeafe  which 

avowedly  they  had  very  feldom  feen. 

One  of  the  perfons  whom  I  had  the  op- 


pdrtunky  of  vifiting  was  the  patient  of  Dr.  S. 
who  only  now  difcovered  that  he  had  treated 
but  tive  cafes  of  yellow  fever  within  the  pe- 
riod of  a  dozen  years,  I  found  that  he  was 
filling  this  gentleman  with  bark,  per  os 
atque  per  anum,  without  affifting  it  with 
opium,  wine,  or  any  of  the  other  (limulants, 
or  aromatics  ufually  employed :  but  it  was 
evidently  a  cafe  of  the  remittent  fever  of  the 
country,  and  probably  would  have  been  treat- 
ed with  bark  by  every  medical  tyro  of  the 
army.  The  patient,  who  was  certainly  very 
dangeroufly  ill,  happily  recovered,  and  al- 
though I  was  of  opinion  that  he  might  have 
been  cured  with  even  greater  facility,  by  a 
lefs  quantity  of  the  bark,  had  it  been  combined 
with  opium,  wine,  or  the  like,  ftill  I  was  in- 
debted to  the  dodor  for  the  opportunity  which 
this  cafe  afforded  me  of  witneffing  the  very 
ample  and  perfevering  adhibition  of  this  va- 
luable remedy  by  the  Dutch  pradtitioners.  So 
univerfally  do  they  employ  the  bark  and 
emetics,  in  the  fevers  of  this  climate,  that,  upon 
afking  any  one  of  them  at  our  firft  meeting, 
what  is  his  mode  of  cure,  I  now  always  anti- 
cipate his  reply  ;  and  in  this  expectation  I 
have  not  yet,  in  any  inflance,  found  myfelf 
difappointedo 
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-One  of  the  colonial  doctors  who  vifited 
Our  late  comrade,  during  his  fhort  illnefs,  term- 
ed his  difeafe  a  "  pituicous  fever  ;"  but  ftill  he 
recommended  emetics  and  bark  as  the  cure. 
Indeed  were  thefe  remedies  as  extenfively  ufe- 
ful,  as  might  be  inferred  from  the  opinions  of 
the  gentlemen  praiStifing  in  this  colony,  the 
crowded  contents  of  our  medicine  cherts  might 
be  conveniently  reduced  to  two  fimple  pack- 
ages of  bark  and  emetic  tartar  !  Perhaps,  no 
medical  officer  of  the  army  v/ould  hefitate  to 
allow  that  thefe  are  very  ufeful  remedies  in 
cafes  of  remittent  fever,  but  there  are  few,  I 
fufpect,  who  would  hazard  their  reputation 
by  afferting  that,  in  the  difeafe  known  by  the 
name  of  yellow  fever,  they  can  be  relied  upon 
as  the  beft  curative  means.  The  fad:  would 
feem  to  be  that  the  patients  who  come  under 
the  care  of  the  practitioners  of  the  colony  are 
moftly  Creoles,  or  perfons  who  have  become 
creolifed,  in  whom  the  difeafe  ufually  afTumes 
the  remittent  type,  and  who  very  feldom,  if 
ever,  have  it  in  the  aggravated  form  which  con- 
ftitutes  the  yellow  fever. 

While  I  am  upon  the  fubje6:  of  medicine 
you  will  perhaps  forgive  me  if  I  fliould  extend 
this  letter  by  offering  you  a  few  remarks  re« 
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fpecllng  a  me'ical  life,  which  more  imrrte- 
diately  prefent  themfelves  to  my  mind  in  con* 
fequence  of  my  prefent  fituation,  and  the  na- 
ture of  my  duty.  You  are  not  unacquainted 
with  the  many  inconveniences  and  affli^ions 
which  attach  to  the  pradice  of  the  profeffion, 
and  you  will  be  pleafed  to  know  that  thefe 
are  in  fome  raeafure  counterbalanced  by  pecu- 
liar and  exclufive  advantages.  Medical  men 
are  commonly  regarded  as  perfons  of  focial 
habits  and  fentiments.  Often  they  are  viewed 
as  a  privileged  race,  and  the  term  do&or  ferves 
as  a  general  paffport,  enfuring  a  certain  degree 
of  affability,  and  freedom  of  intercourfe.  Not 
unfrequently  they  are  indebted  to  it  for  friendly 
civilities,  to  which  they  could  have  no  fort  of 
perlbnal  claim,  and,  on  account  of  it,  they 
fomctimes  experience  a  more  diftinguiflied  at- 
tention than  falls  to  the  lot  of  others. 

A  medical  man  is  made  to  feel  himfelf 
at  home  in  every  houfe.  He  is  fcarcely  ad- 
mitted as  a  ftranger,  ere  he  is  confidered  as 
a  kind  of  coriiidential  acquaintance,  and  rei- 
ceived  as  it  were  into  the  bofom  of  the  family. 
Wherefoever  fortune  may  place  him,  he  is 
never  out  of  the  line  of  his  profeffion  ;  and  it 
}s  peculiarly  in  his  power,  at  all  times  and  in 
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all  fituations,  to  contribute  to  the  comfort  ot 
relief  of  his  fellow-beings  ;    for  almoft  every- 
one on   meeting  with  ibe  doBor  feels  a  real, 
or  a  fancied  ill,  and  has  a  malady  to  difclofe, 
or  an  opinion  to  afk.    Like  the  word  brother 
in  mafonry,  the  term  dodior  conveys  an  idea  of 
univerfal  friendfliip  and  philanthropy.     Even 
as  the  brotherhood  of  the  trowel,  too,  ours 
is  a  wide  and  ancient  fraternity,  and  we,  like 
them,    foon   become  known  to   each  other. 
We  alfo  feek  thofe  of  our  own  order,  and  alTo- 
ciate  in  cordial  friendfhip  wherever  we  meet. 
Moreover,  if  general  benevolence  and  the  good 
of  mankind  be  their  object,  fo  is  it   equally 
ours  ;    and  to  continue   the   fimilitude,  per- 
haps you  will  fay  that,  like  theirs,  our  figns 
and  forms  are  concealed  and  private.      But 
let  us  not  purfue  the  parallel,  left  we  betray 
fecrets,  never  to  be  revealed. 

In  the  Weft  Indies,  and  particularly  on 
fervke  with  the  army,  the  medical  officers 
are  found  to  have  many  advantages.  It  is 
ufual  fore  very  perfon,  upon  being  thrown  into 
the  fociety  of  ftrangers,  to  grow  into  familiar 
acquaintance,  by  attaching  himfelf  to  fome  in- 
dividual of  the  party,  who  becomes  as  it  were 
the  mediuni  of  his  introdudion  ;   for  where 
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no  one  takes  him  by  the  hand,  or  pays  him 
particular  attention,  aUhough  every  one  may 
behave  to  him  with  great  civility  and  polite- 
nefs,  ftill  he  is  too  flightly  dependent  upon 
each  to  become  intimately  acquainted  with 
any.  In  this  refpeift  the  medical  men  em* 
ployed  with  the  army  in  the  Weft  Indies  are 
peculiarly  happy,  for  in  every  fhip,  with 
every  regiment,  and  aimoft  at  every  planta- 
tion, they  find  a  profeflional  brother  who  in 
the  moft  friendly  way  attaches  himfelf  to  their 
comfort,  and  kindly  feeks  to  procure  them  ac- 
commodation. On  this  head  I  fpeak  with 
much  fatisfadion,  being  a'^le,  from  perfonal 
experience,  to  bear  teftimony  to  a  general 
fpirit  of  aiiityj  and  an  uniform  pradlice  of 
good  offices,  on  the  part  of  my  brethren^ 

At  moft  of  the  Weft  India  plantations 
fome  member  of  our  fraternity  is  either  refi* 
dent  upon  the  eftate,  or  is  in  frequent  attend- 
ance as  the  phyfician,  furgeon,  and  intimate 
friend  of  the  houfehold.  He  is  ufually  a 
perfon  of  influence,  and  whenever  a  medical 
officer  of  the  army  vifits  the  eftate, //?<?  do&or^ 
warmly  attaching  himfelf  to  his  profeffional 
brother,  quickly  makes  him  acquainted  with 
the  family,  and  procures  him  all  the  facilities 
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of  focial  intercourfe.  This  I  have  many  times 
experienced  ;  and,  by  means  of  the  medical 
attendant,  have  not  unfrequently  been  re- 
garded as  the  friend  of  the  houfe,  before  my 
comrades  had  ceafed  to  be  confidered  as 
Jirangers!  Military  titles  of  themfelves  create  a 
fenfe  of  awe  and  referve,  and  although  a  mi- 
litary man  be  received  with  equal  attention 
and  politenefs,  he  does  not  meet  with  the 
fame  eafe  and  franknefs  on  the  part  of  the 
family,  nor  has  he  the  good  fortune  to  find 
an  individual  of  his  own  fraternity,  who  might 
take  a  particular  intereft  in  making  him 
known. 

So  likewife  if  a  military  or  naval  man  be 
required  to  vifit  a  (hip  or  a  regiment,  where 
he  has  no  acquaintance  with  any  of  the  of- 
ficers :  although  he  may  be  politely  received, 
and  meet  with  all  the  common  civilities  due 
to  a  ftranger,  yet  his  claims  being  equal  upon 
all,  and  no  one  feledling  him  as  the  particular 
objed  of  his  attention ,  he  returns  nearly  as  great 
a  ftranger  as  he  went.  Not  fo  the  medical 
man.  If  he  is  called  on  board  any  of  the 
fhips  of  war,  although  he  be  an  utter  ftranger, 
he  finds  a  profefTional  brother  who  hails  hira 
as  an  acquaintance,  aiid  kindly  attaching  himr 
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Felf  to  his  fervice  not  only  fhews  him  every 
perfonal  attenrion,  but  makes  it  his  objed:  to 
introduce  him  to  the  officers,  by  whom  he  is 
received,  not  as  a  common  ftranger,  but  as 
their  furgeon's  friend.  The  fame  if  his  duty 
leads  him  to  a  regiment :  there  likewife,  al- 
though entirely  unknown,  he  is  cordially  re- 
ceived by  a  branch  of  the  medical  fraternity, 
who,  politely  devoting  himfelf  to  his  com- 
fort, honors  him  with  his  attentions,  and 
makes  him  acquainted  with  the  officers  of  the 
mefs,  not  as  a  mere  ftranger,  but  as  a  perfon 
in  whofe  accommodation  he  feels  a  particular 
intereft. 

Thefe  may  appear  only  trifles  to  you, 
who  daily  indulge  amidft  the  comforts  and 
luxuries  of  old  England,  and  can  hourly 
command  the  fertile  accommodations  of  all- 
prolific  London  ;  but  they  who  have  known 
the  hard  laws  of  privation  will  tell  you  that 
fuch-like  trifles  are  often  very  important  on 
fervice,  particularly  to  thofe  who  are  employ- 
ed on  difl:ant  and  foreign  ftations. 

Many  other  privileges  might  be  enume- 
rated as  peculiar  to  medical  men,  or  attach- 
ing   to   their    profeffional    occupation,    fome 
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even  amidft  the  bloody  ftrife  of  war;  for 
although  balls  and  bullets  have  no  refped:  for 
perfons,  nor  {hew  any  diftindions  In  the  field, 
ftill  when  the  fury  of  the  battle  is  over,  not 
his  friends  only,  but  likewife  the  enemy  in- 
clines to  protedt,  rather  than  to  injure  the 
doctor ^  for  his  is  the  duty  of  humanity,  and 
extends  alike  to  all.  It  belongs  not  to  him 
to  difcriminate.  The  eJfeEi  of  the  battle  alone 
concerns  him  :  he  has  nothing  to  do  with 
the  caufe  !  If  a  fufferlng  objed  appear  it  is  no 
queftion  whether  he  be  a  friend  or  a  foe :  he 
languifhes  and  is  therefore  entitled  to  his  care; 
for  it  is  his  to  ftop  the  gufhing  dreams  of  life, 
^nd  to  pour  a  healing  balm  into  the  wounds 
of  afflided  humanity,  in  whatever  breall  fhc 
bleed. 

In  his  command  a  medical  man  is  abfo- 
lute,  and  without  control.  Indeed  nothing 
can  be  more  arbitrary  than  medical  govern- 
ment. The  dodor  is  even  more  defpotic 
than  themightieft  chief.  Paflive  obedience  is 
his  firft  law  :  he  didates  in  pofitive  terms, 
and  exads  the  mod  rigid  fubmiflion.  Nor 
•will  this  feem  unreafonable,  when  it  is  re- 
colleded  that  the  general's  command  regards 
only  life,  while  the  dodor's  concerns  both 
life,  and  ......  more  important  health  I 
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Perhaps  you  will  pardon  my  pen  m  pro- 
ceeding one  Hep  further,  to  notice  the  very 
higheft   gratification    and    beft    reward    of  a 
medical  Hfe  : — in  comparifon  of  which  all  the 
honors,  privileges,  and  advantages  above  aU 
luded  to,  are  light  as  the  dying  breeze.     It 
may  be  remarked  that  the  duties  of  a  medical 
man   are  arduous  and   important  beyond  all 
other  occupations*     Conftant  fatigue  and  an- 
xiety are  his  lot.     The  health  of  others  is  his 
care  ;  and  he  is  often  entrufted  with  the  lives 
and  happinefs  of  neareft  and  deareft  friends. 
Unbounded  confidence  is  repofed  in  him,  and 
if  his  anxious  exertions  i;re  crowned  with  fuc- 
cefs,  he  is  hailed  as  faviour,  father,  and  friend  ! 
His  whole  time  is  at  the   public  command. 
Not  a  moment  is  fecurelyhis  own:  daily  and 
hourly  is  he  called  upon  to  witnefs  the  mofl 
heart-rending  fcenes  of  afflidion,  and  it  is  his 
peculiar  province  to  be  fought  only  in  the 
hour  of  diftrefs  ;   whence   his  whole  life  is 
fpent  in  the  houfe  of  lamentation  and  of  woe. 
But,  happily  for  the  humane  and  feeling  mind, 
even   thefe   duties    have   their    reward.     On 
fervice,  if  a  foldier  or  a  failor  be  relieved,  grati- 
tude  attaches    him  to    his   doctor's    intereft, 
who  is  ever  afterwards  fecure  of  his  aid  and 
protedion.     He  will  fight  in  his  defence,  and 
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expofe  hlmfelf  to  every  danger  for  his  fafety. 
But  it  is  in  private  life,  and  in  the  more  re- 
tired paths  of  the  profeiTion,  that  the  feel- 
ing heart  meets  its  genuine  return :  for  to 
relieve  a  fuffering  obje(f^  from  diftrefs— ^to 
check  the  fad  ravages  of  difeafe — to  reftore 
an  affedionate  and  beloved  parent,  or  a  duteous 
child  from  the  bed  of  ficknefs,  and  thereby 
to  difpel  the  cloud  of  forrow,  or  wipe  away 
the  tear  of  afflidion  ;  and  then  to  receive  the 
heartfelt  thanks  and  bleifings  of  a  grateful 
family,  is  a  confolation  which  none  but  medi-^ 
cal  men  can  know  !  This  it  is  that  reconciles 
the  anxious  toils  of  the  profeflion — that  forms 
the  high  compenfation  of  our  labours — and 
the  happieft  reward  of  our  cares ! 
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LETTER  IV. 

Author  apprehenftve  lejl  his  unanpwered  notes /hoitld  provoke 

feelings  of  repentance  in  his  friend.     Military  punipmcnt 

of  the  Dutch  for  the  crime  of  intoxication.     Remarks  made 

very  mal  a  propos  by  an  EngliJJj  foldier.     Tnvo   Englifh 

failorsy  and  an  eleHric  eel.     Form  and  powers  of  this  fijh, 

A  part'v  of  wild-looking  Indians  vifit  Fort    St.  Andrew. 

^he  Schacomynghy  monkey.     An  example  of  the  ejfcB  of 

Jlavery,  and  diflinSlions  of  colour^   exhibited  by  a  mulatto 

woman.     Birth-day  feajl   at   Mr.  Blair's.        Sand  fiies* 

^he  wetfeafon  beginning  tofubfide.  Frequent  rain  at  night, 

Temperature.     Lightning.    Appearance  of  the  moon.     A 

beautiful  lunar  Iris.    Author  feels  the  inconvenience  of  being 

feparated  from  his  baggage.    American  fijoes.     The  medical 

ofjcers  in  Guiana  fill  expeSl  to  proceed  to  St.   Domingo. 

Author's  dilemma  regarding  the  letters  of  friends. 

Berbifche,  July  22d. 

Without  the  opportunity  of  knowing 
whether  my  frequent,  and,  I  fear,  too  often 
unlnterefting  notes  have  already  provoked 
your  repentance,  my  pen  continues  to  dire£t 
to  you  its  offerings  :  more,  however,  from  the 
defire  of  afluring  you  that  I  cannot  be  un- 
faithful to  a  promife,  and  from  a  wifli  of 
proving  that  my  mind  does  not  detach  itfelf 
from  thofe  I  efteem,  than  from  any  perfuafion 
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that  my  letters  can  afFord  you  either  fatisfac- 
tion  or  amufement. 

I  have  been  lately  on  a  vifit  to  the  go- 
vernor at  New  Amfterdam,  and  had  there  an 
opportunity  of  witneffing  the  Dutch  mode  of 
punifhing  their  foldiers  for  drunkennefs ; 
which  is  by  making  them  run  the  gauntlet  be- 
tween two  ranks  of  their  comrades,  fo  placed 
as  for  each  to  give  the  offender  a  ftripe  upon 
his  bare  back,  every  time  that  he  pafles.  The 
punifhment  was  condud:ed  in  the  following 
manner :  a  party  of  about  forty  of  the  fol- 
diers, with  fixed  bayonets,  were  drawn  out 
upon  parade,  in  open  rank,  and  {landing  front 
to  front,  forming  a  kind  of  alley  clofed  at  each 
end.  Withinfide,  between  the  ranks,  were 
Rationed  the  drum-major,  and  the  prifoner, 
the  latter  ftripped  of  his  coat,  waiflcoat,  and 
lliirt,  and  with  his  hands  tied  before  him. 
On  a  fignal  being  given  by  beat  of  drum,  its 
major,  dignified  with  bearing  a  majeftic  flafF 
in  his  hand,  commenced  his  parade,  in  flow 
march,  up  and  down  the  alley,  the  prifoner 
clofely  following  behind,  who  received  a  flripe 
with  a  green  frefh-gathered  twig  from  each  of 
the  foldiers,  every  time  that  he  went  and  re- 
turned.   Several  drum-boys  were  placed  at 
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the  Gutfide  of  the  ranks  with  fmall  buadles  of 
fticks  in  order  to  renew  the  fupply^  when  any- 
one chanced  to  break.  Non-commiffioned 
officers  were  alfo  ftationed  at  the  back  of  the 
ranks  provided  with  canes  for  the  purpofe  of 
transferring  any  ftripes  to  the  foldicrs  which 
they  might  neglect  to  give  to  the  prifoner,  or 
to  place  upon  their  own  flioulders  any  de- 
ficiencies which  might  arife  from  their  not 
exerting  a  due  ftrength  of  arm. 

In  this  manner  was  the  man  marched  and 
flogged,  flogged  and  marched,  up  and  down, 
at  the  heel  of  the  drum-major,  until  he  had 
received  many  hundreds  of  laihes,  and  his 
bruifed  back  exhibited  one  frightfully  black 
furface,  from  his  neck  down  to  the  waiftband 
of  his  breeches.  No  blood  was  fpilt,  nor  per- 
haps was  the  pain  quite  fo  acute  as  it  com- 
monly is  from  our  cat  o'  nine  tails ;  but  the 
fadly  beaten  fkin,  fwoln  with  blacknefs,  was 
not  lefs  difl:reffing  to  the  fight  than  a  more 
blood-ftained  wound,  and  poflSbly  even  more 
difficult  of  cure.  Several  drums  were  beat  in 
loud  roll  during  the  whole  time  of  the  punifh- 
ment,  which  ferved  to  drown  the  cries  of  the 
fufferer,  while  it  increafed  the  military  parade 
of  the  fcenc. 
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It  was  fomewhat  remarkable  that,  at  the 
very  moment  of  this  puniftiment,  one  of  our 
own  foldiers  came  reeling  along  in  drunken 
gambols,  tumbling  againft  the  very  ranks  em- 
ployed to  inflict  the  penalty  of  his  own  crime. 
On  feeing  what  they  were  doing,  he  Ham- 
mered out  in  broken  accent — "  That's  right, 
camarades  ;  give  it  him  ;  lay  it  on,  boys  ; 
make  him  fmart  for  it;  a  drunken  Taa — ivell ! 
cut  clofe  ;  lay  it  in  deep  ;  make  him  remem- 
ber it,  a  drunken  Dutch- dog!"  He  was  not 
aware  how  foon  it  was  likely  to  be  laid  much 
deeper  on  his  own  back.  The  captain  of  his 
company  happened  to  be  prefent,  and  im- 
mediately ordered  him  into  confinement  in 
the  guard  houfe,  preparatory  to  being  led 
forth,  at  a  more  fober  moment,  to  probably  a 
feverer  punilhment,  than  that  which  had  fo 
amufed  him  in  his  cups. 

The  Governor  has  a  large  eled:ric  eel, 
which  he  has  kept  for  feveral  years  in  a  tub, 
made  for  that  purpofe,  placed  under  a  fmall 
ilied  near  to  the  houfe.  This  fifli  poflefles 
ftrong  eledric  powers,  and  often  caufes  fcenes 
of  diverfion  among  the  foldiers  and  failors, 
who  are  ftruck  with  aftonifliment  at  its  quali- 
ties, and  believe  it  to  be  in  league  with  feme 
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evil  fpirlt.  Two  failors  wholly  unacquainted 
with  the  properties  of  the  fifh,  were  one  day- 
told  to  fetch  an  eel,  which  was  lying  in  the 
tub  in  the  yard,  and  give  it  the  cook  to  drefs 
for  dinner.  It  is  a  ftrong  fifh  of  feven  or 
eight  pounds  weight,  and  gives  a  fevere  fhock 
on  being  touched,  particularly  if  at  all  irri- 
tated or  enraged.  The  failors  had  no  fooner 
reached  the  fhed,  than  one  of  them  plunged 
his  hand  to  the  bottom  of  the  tub  to  felze  the 
eel ;  when  he  received  a  blow  which  be- 
numbed his  whole  arm  ;  and  without  know- 
ing what  it  was,  he  ftarted  from  the  tub 
fhaking  his  fingers,  and  holding  his  elbow 
with  his  other  hand,  crying  out  "  Damme, 
Jack,  what  a  thump  he  fetched  me  with  his 
tail."  His  meflmate  laughing  at  "  fuch  a 
foolifh  notion,"  next  put  down  his  hand  to 
reach  out  the  eel,  but  receiving  a  fimilar 
fhock,  he  fnapped  his  fingers  likewlfe,  and 
ran  off  crying  out  "  Damme,  he  did  give  you 
a  thump  !  He's  a  fighting  fellow :  he  has 
fetched  me  a  broadfide  too  ! — Damme,  let's 
both  have  a  hawl  at  him  together,  Jack,  then 

we  fhall  board  his  d d  fllppery  carcafe 

fpite  of  his  rudder,"  Accordingly  they  both 
plunged  their  hands  into  the  tub,  and  feized 
the  fi(h,  by  a  full  grafp  round  the  body.    This 
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was  rougher  treatment  than  he  commonly 
experienced,  and  he  returned  it  with  a  moft 
violent  fhock,  which  foon  caufed  them  to  quit 
their  hold.  For  a  moment  they  ftood  aghaft, 
then  rubbing  their  arms,  holding  their  elbows, 
and  fhaking  their  fingers,  they  capered  about 
with  pain  and  amazement,  fwearing  that  their 
arms  were  broke,  and  that  it  was  the  devil  in 
the  tub  in  the  fhape  of  an  eel.  They  now 
perceived  that  it  was  not  a  fimple  blow  of  the 
tail,  which  they  had  felt  before ;  nor  could 
they  be  prevailed  upon  to  try  again  to  take 
out  the  fifh,  but  ftole  away  rubbing  their 
elbows,  fwearing  the  devil  was  in  the  tub, 
and  curfing  "  the  trick  about  the  cook  and 
the  eel." 

You  have,  no  doubt,  feen  drawings  of 
this  filh,  and  have  met  with  preparations  of 
it  in  the  different  mufeums  ajid  collections  of 
the  curious.  Its  form  [is  not  fo  round  as 
that  of  the  common  eel.  The  head  is  flatter, 
as  is  likewife  the  tail,  and  much  broader ;  the 
fides  are  lefs  convex  and  deeper ;  the  back  is 
wide,  and  the  body  tapers  down  fomewhat 
abruptly,  terminating  at  the  belly  in  a  thin 
membrane,  forming  a  kind  of  fin.  I  have 
preferved  the  fkin  of  one,  which  I  hope  to 
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fhew  you  in  England  at  the  end  of  the  war. 
The  fhock  they  communicate  is  fometimes 
very  powerful,  and  precifely  refembles  that 
from  the  electrical  machine.  I  have  received 
it  both  from  contact,  and  by  means  of  con- 
ductors. The  fifh  at  Governor  Van  Batten- 
burg's  once  gave  me  a  fevere  blow  from  touch- 
ing it,  in  the  water,  with  the  end  of  a  polifhed 
ramrod  belonging  to  one  of  the  foldier's  fire- 
locks. 

We  were,  yefterday,  vifited  at  the  fort  by 
a  party  of  the  wildeft-looking  Indians  I  have 
yet  feen.  Sixteen  came  down  the  river  in 
one  canoe,  forming  an  unufually  fierce  and 
romantic  group.  The  men  had  their  fkins 
painted  in  various  odd  figures — fome  with  red, 
others  with  black  and  red ;  and  fome  had 
a  thin  fmall  plate  of  filver,  hung  by  way  of  or- 
nament from  the  nofe.  A  cuftom  alfo  pre- 
vailed among  the  women  of  this  party,  which 
we  had  not  before  obferved.  They  wore  in 
their  ears  thick  pieces  of  wood,  of  the  fize  and 
fhape  of  a  common  wine  cork,  not  fufpended 
to  the  ear,  nor  hanging  by  a  ring,  but  thrufl: 
through  a  large  hole,  cut  in  the  fubftance  of 
the  ear  itfelf. 
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This  party  was  lefs  cordial  with  us,  than 
many  who  had  preceded  them.  They  alfo  made 
their  vifit  fhorter.  We  procured  from  them  fome 
Indian  bafkets,  and  fome  bows  and  arrows.  I 
had  likewife  an  opportunity  of  purchafmg 
a  fmall  lion  monkey,  called  Schacomynghy^ 
to  fupply  the  place  of  a  moft  beautiful  one 
which  I  had  brought  down  the  river,  from 
the  Indian  village  near  Savonette,  and  which 
had  lately  died. 

The  Schacomynghy  is  a  very  handfomc 
playful  little  fellow.  He  is  the  fmalleft  of  the 
monkey  tribe,  being  confiderably  lefs  than  the 
common  fquirrel  of  England,  and  in  weight 
not  more  than  five  or  fix  ounces.  He  perch- 
es very  commodioufly  upon  a  perfon's  fore- 
finger— or  will  run  up  the  fide  of  a  quart  bot- 
tle and  take  his  feat  very  conveniently  at  the 
top,  amufing  himfelf  with  putting  down  his 
little  hand  to  tafte  the  wine  or  water,  or  what- 
ever may  be  contained  within.  His  colour 
is  nearly  black,  with  fometimes  a  flight  mix- 
ture of  dark  grey — the  tail  is  longer  than  his 
body.  His  neck  is  covered  with  thick,  long, 
and  bufhy  hair,  like  the  full  mane  of  the  lion, 
whence  the  name  of  lion  monkey^  by  which  he 
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is  commonly  known.  His  face  Is  oval,  ap- 
proaching to  circular,  and  his  features  are  lefs 
difgufting  than  is  common  among  the  monkey 
tribe ;  the  ears  are  fmooth  and  round,  and 
without  hair.  He  is  a  very  delicate  little 
animal,  and  extremely  fufceptible  of  cold- 
even  in  this  climate  he  will  creep  into  the 
folds  of  the  bedclothes,  or  withinfide  the  bed 
for  warmth.  His  kennel  is  commonly  a  coco- 
nut fhell,  his  bed  a  little  cotton,  put  within 
it,  and  this  he  feems  to  enjoy,  without  feeling 
it  too  clofe  or  hot. 

You  would  fcarcely  pardon  me,  were  I 
to  omit  noting  to  you  a  fad:  which  occurred  to 
my  obfervation  during  my  vifit  at  NewAmfter- 
dam.  In  company  with  fome  of  the  officers 
I  went  to  make  a  morning  call  at  the  houfe  of 
one  of  the  mod  refpedable  inhabitants  of  the 
town  ;  and  while  we  were  fitting  with  the  la- 
dy of  the  family,  a  fine  black  child,  about  a 
year  old,  ftrayed  into  the  room,  and  trotting 
round,  looked  and  fmiled  with  innocent  play- 
fulnefs  at  each  of  the  party.  Diverted  with 
the  naked  little  Pickaninny^  I  took  her  upon 
my  knee,  and  danced  her  about,  and  played 
with  her  for  fome  time  ;   then  led  her  out  at 
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the  door,  to  give  her  to  a  young  mulatto  wo- 
man, one  of  the  flaves  of  the  houfe,  whom  I 
faw  fitting  in  the  hall.  On  offering  the  child 
to  this  copper-fkinned  lady,  fhe  darted  a  repul- 
five  look  and  turned  from  me.  Not  aware  of 
the  caufe  of  this  I  lifted  up  the  infant,  to  place 
it  upon  her  knee,  when  fhe  indignantly  pufh- 
ed  the  poor  babe  away.  I  flill  repeated  the 
attempt,  endeavoring  to  make  her  comprehend 
that  I  wifhed  to  have  the  child  taken  from 
me  :  but  no  !  fhe  continued  to  thrufl  her 
away  with  increafed  indignation.  Surprifed 
at  this  conduQ:,  and  wholly  unable  to  account 
for  it,  I  led  my  little  naked  female  back  into 
the  parlour,  and  mentioning  the  circumftance 
to  Madame  S  — — ,  begged  of  her  to  tell  me 
whether  it  was  the  black  face  of  the  infant,  or 
my  pallid  face,  that  was  the  object  of  diflike  to 
this  damfel  of  golden  hloom,  A  monofy  liable 
conveyed  the  explanation  !  Madame  S  — , 
pointing  to  the  child,  whifpered  "  noire  /"  Is 
it  pofTible  ?  I  exclaimed  !  Can  it  be  credible 
that  this  creature  who  is  a  flave  herfclf,  and 
only  one  remove  from  the  negroes,  can  have 
imbibed  fuch  proud  ideas  of  diflindtion,  as  to 
defpife  a  fellow-flave,  andhelplefs  infant,  mere- 
ly becaufe  (he  differs  a  fingle  fhade  from  her- 
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felf,  in  the  colour  of  her  fkln  ?  "  //  ny  a  rie?i 

de plus  vraiy"^  replied  Madame  S ,  who 

further  remarked,  that  this  very  mulatto  was 
herfelf  a  moft  excellent  nurfe,  and  peculiar- 
ly fond  of  children — hut,  to  be  worthy  of  her 
attentions,  it  wasindifpenfable  that  they  fhould 
be,  at  lead,  as  fair  as  herfelf:  her  fifter's  child- 
ren, the  offspring  of  a  mulatto  woman  and  a 
white  man,  fhe  would  nurfe  with  the  utmoft 
attention  and  tendernefs  !    On  learning  this  I 
again  went  to  the  mulatto,  and  endeavored 
to  prevail  upon  her,  to  take  from  me  the  good 
humoured  and   playful  little  negrefs.     But  I 
found  that  no  perfuafions  could  induce  her  to 
notice  the  poor  babe,  who,  all  the  time,  looked 
up  in  her  face,  and  folicited   her    attentions 
with   a  fmile  of  heavenly   innocence.     Her 
fkin  was  black,  and  it  would  demean  even   a 
fiave,  but  a  fmgle  degree  whiter  than  herfelf, 
to  treat  her  as  a  fellow-being.     Such  are  the 
diftindlions  of  colour  !  and  fuch  alas  !  the  raif- 
fortune,  which  luxury  prefumes    to   impofe 
upon  a  numerous  race,  for  no    better  reafon 
than  that,  in  his  infinite  wifdom,  it  has  pleafed 
the  common  parent  of  all,   to  place   upon  his 
children  of  Europe,  a  paler  fkin,  than  he  has 
given  to  his  children  of  Africa. 
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I  have  again  been  one  of  a  party  acrofs 
the  river,  to  vifit  our  princely  neighbour  Mr. 
Blair,  who  in  this  remote  corner  of  the  globe, 
where  others  find  it  difficult  to  procure  the 
common  provifions  of  the  table,  would  feem 
to  have  aflembled  an  inexhauftible  fupply  of 
all  the  good  things  of  life.  It  was  a  birth- day 
feftival,  and  perhaps  a  more  choice  and  fump- 
tuous  repaft  could  not  have  been  found,  even 
in  the  proud  city  of  London.  The  dinner 
table  exhibited  a  happy  combination  of  Eng- 
lifh  tafte,  and  Iriih  hofpitality.  It  was  ferved 
in  the  ftyle  of  Europe,  and  difplayed  a  pro- 
fufion  of  the  bed  and  richeft  viands,  without 
any  of  the  more  common  difhes  of  the  country, 
fuch  as  Mofcovy  duck,  Guinea-fowl,  kid,  and 
the  like.  Amidft  a  crowded  variety  of  other 
covers  we  had  a  large  green  turtle,  with  a 
great  variety  of  the  beft  European  vegetables, 
and,  to  crown  the  feaft,  a  complete  courfe 
of  fweets,  confifting  of  no  lefs  than  four-and- 
twenty  dillies.  The  fruits  were  endemic,  and 
fuch  as  London  with  all  its  riches  cannot  pro- 
duce. The  drinking  part  of  the  feaft  was 
fuch  as  I  have  defcribed  to  you  before.  At 
no  other  houfe  in  the  colony  are  fuch  enter- 
tainments given.      A   circumftance,    which, 
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together  with  the  paucity  of  our  ordinary 
fupply,  and  Indeed  the  difficulty  of  procuring 
any  frefh  provifions  for  our  table,  makes  fuch 
a  gala-day  quite  an  objedt  of  notice.  To 
you,  who  have  daily  feafting  before  you,  it 
can  offer  nothing  remarkable.  You  will 
not  be  furprized  when  I  tell  you  that  the 
generous  donor  experiences  the  honor- 
able reward  of  luxury,  by  feeling,  in  his 
remoteft  extremities,  the  pungency  of  his 
difhes. 

The  Dutch  divifion  of  the  party  returned 
acrofs  the  river,  at  an  early  hour,  like  orderly 
citizens.  The  officers  remained  all  night, 
but  a  rational  fobriety  tempered  the  mirth  of 
the  evening.  I  rofe  before  my  comrades,  in 
the  morning,  intending  to  bathe  in  the  fea ;  but 
on  going  upon  the  fine  beach  before  the  houfe, 
for  that  purpofe,  my  face,  and  legs,  and  hands 
were  fo  bitten  by  myriads  of  fand  flies,  as  to 
deter  me  from  expofmg  to  them  my  naked  fur- 
face. 

The  weather  has  been  tolerably  dry  fmce 
the  commencement  of  July,  particularly  in 
the  day  time.  In  the  night  we  have  frequent' 
(howers  of  rain.    The  breeze  is  uruallv  Read  v. 
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and  hitherto  we  have  not  found  the  air  per- 
ceptibly hotter  than  in  the  preceding  months 
of  May  and  June.  The  Thermometer  fel- 
dom  exceeds  84.  Almoft  every  night,  we 
have  mild  and  beautiful  flafhes  of  lightning, 
following  each  other  in  quick  fucceffion  with- 
out thunder.  Here  alfo  chafte  Cynthia  ap- 
pears clad  in  peculiarly  bright  and  fair  ap- 
^  parel.  A  few  nights  ago  we  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  feeing  a  very  perfect  rainbow, 
formed  from  the  rays  of  this  tranfcendent 
queen  of  night.  A  pale-looking  cloud,  jea- 
lous of  her  brightnefs,  fought  to  obfcure  it 
by  interpofing  itfelf  diredly  before  her, 
when,  as  if  to  fhew  her  powers,  fhe  calmly 
feparated  her  rays,  and  arched  them  on  the 
heavens,  in  all  the  fuperior  fplendour  of  the 
beautiful  Iris. 

You  have  already  learned,  that  on  leav- 
ing Barbadoes  we  were  hurried  away  without 
our  baggage,  it  being  fuppofed  that  we  fhould 
quickly  return  thither,  in  order  to  proceed  to 
St.  Domingo.  We  now  begin  to  feel  the  in- 
convenience of  this  feparation,  and  particularly 
in  the  article  of  llioes,  which  we  are  obliged 
to  buy  from  the  very  wretched  ftores,  brought 
by    the    Amerieans.      Such    execrable    fpe- 
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cimens  I  had  never  feen  before.  An  Englifli 
duft-woman  would  fcarcely  pick  them  up  in 
the  ftreet.  They  are  commonly  mouldy  and 
of  very  hard,  rough,  and  coarfe  leather  ;  the 
colour  of  which  is  a  rufty  brown,  with  red 
fhining  through  it,  and  withal,  they  are  moft 
miferably,  and  I  may  fay,  painfully  made. 
The  price  of  thefc  uneafy  coverings  for  our 
feet,  is  as  high  as  three  dollars.  Were  we  in 
the  expectation  of  remaining  upon  this  fta- 
tion,  I  fhould  beg  of  you,  to  fend  me  out  a 
package  from  Rymer  :  but  it  is  ftill  intimated 
that  the  branch  of  the  St.  Domingo  hofpital 
ftafF,  on  duty  in  thefe  colonies,  may  be  foon 
removed  ;  and  in  this  uncertainty  the  continu- 
ing to  wear  rough  American  {hoes,  will  not  be 
the  greateft  mortification  I  fhall  have  to  fub- 
mit  to,  for  it  delays  the  hope  of  fpeedily  hear- 
ing from  my  friends  in  England.  I  cannot 
fay — write  to  me  here  :  yet  I  know  not  when 
I  may  go  hence;  and  if  I  fhould  be  ordered  to 
proceed  firft  to  Barbadoes,  or  Martinique,  it 
may  be  long  before  I  reach  Hifpaniola.  Still, 
amidft  all  the  uncertainties  of  my  fituation, 
my  beft  hope  of  hearing  from  you  at  all, 
feems  to  reft  on  your  letters  being  addrefTed 
to  the  Head  Quarters  of  the  army  of  St.  Do- 
mingo.    Continue,   therefore,  to   knd   ihem 
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thither,  and,  wheriever  I  may  arrive,  I  fhall 
hail  the  accumulated  feaft  that  will  av.'ait 
me,  as  the  bed  reward  of  the  long  and 
anxious  fufpenfe  to  which  I  am  fo  painfully 

expofed. 
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LETTER    V. 

Author fiiddenly  recalled  to  the  coUny  of  Demarara  on  account 
of  increafed ficknefs  among  the  troops.  Remarks  concern- 
ing the  voyage.  Bujyfeafon  of  duty  anticipated  hy  the  co- 
loniflsfupervcnes.  Soldiers  fall  fick  at  their  pofl.  Author 
•snakes  a  viftt  at  the  forty  to  inquire  refpeEling  the  late: 
increafe  of  ficknefs.     Probable  caufe. 

La  Bourgade,    July  30. 

xIfter  addrefling  my  laft  letter  to  you,  I 
was  called  from  Berbirche,fomewhat  fuddenly, 
in  confequence  of  a  rapid  increafe  of  ficknefs 
among  the  troops  in  the  colony  of  Demarara. 

Confident  with  my  ufual  fufferings  at 
fea,  I  was  extremely  fick  and  ill  on  the  paffage, 
and  was  detained  on  the  water,  by  untoward 
clrcumftances,  twice  as  long  as  the  diftance 
might  have  required.  The  neceffity  for  my 
iraimediate  attendance  here,  leaving  me  no 
choice  with  regard  to  my  mode  of  travelling, 
I  embarked  on  board  the  firft  veflel  thae  fail- 
ed, and  which  proved  to  be  nearly  allied  to  the 
memorable  Voltigeur.  But,  although  I  waa 
VOL.  III.  E 
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tety  comfortlefs,  and  ill-accommodated,  I  was 
not  expofed  to  the  multiplied  evils  of  my  for- 
mer voyage  j  and  fortunately,  although  the 
paflage  was  tedious,  I  had  to  fupport  the  pre- 
fent  difficulties  only  for  a  fingle  night.  We 
had  no  cabin,  nor  had  I  any  means  of  being 
fheltered  from  the  heavy  rain  which  fell  in 
the  evening,  but  by  forcing  myfelf  into  a  par- 
tial opening  at  the  hatchway,  and  thrufting 
my  perfon  between  fome  bags  of  cotton,  and 
the  boards  of  the  deck  above,  lying  extended 
at  full  length  and  flat  upon  my  back.  This  I 
tried  ;  but  fufFocation  threatened  me,  and  I 
was  foon  taught,  that  the  heavieft  wafhing 
from  the  rain,  was  lefs  perilous  than  fuch  pro- 
tedion, 

I  was  put  fafe  on  fhore  the  fecond  day, 
at  one  of  the  landing  places  at  Stabroek,  which 
are  here  called  Sterlings,  They  are  long 
wooden  platforms,  which  are  built  on  pillars 
of  timber,  and  extend  to  a  confiderable  dif- 
tance  into  the  river,  forming  very  convenient 
places  for  defcending  into  the  boats,  and  land- 
ing from  them. 

Having  mentioned  the  caufe  of  my  re- 
turn to  this  colony  5  you  will  expei^  that  the 
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predidions  of  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  fettle- 
ments  are  about  to  be  verified  ;  I  may  there- 
fore obferve  to  you,  that  the  bufy  feafon  of 
duty  which  they  led  me  to  anticipate,  has 
llolen  upon  me,  "  like  a  thief  in  the  night." 
The  number  offick,  and  the  malignity  of  the 
difeafe  have  rapidly  increafed,  and  it  feems 
probable  that  very  few,  if  any  of  the  troops 
will  wholly  efcape  its  vifitation.  Of  the  gar- 
rifon,  from  ten  to  fifteen  have  been  received 
into  the  hofpital,  in  fever,  within  the  twenty- 
four  hours,  for  feveral  days  in  fuccefiion  ; 
and  we  have  remarked  that  greatnumbers  have 
been  felzed  while  employed  on  duty  as  fen* 
tinels. 

I  have  vifited  the  fort,  and  examined  very 
minutely  into  the  habits  of  the  foldiers,  and 
the  general  oeconomy  ofthegarrlfon,  in  order 
to  afcertain  whether  any  caufe  exifted  there^ 
to  which  this  rapid  increafe  of  ficknefs  could 
be  attributed  :  but  I  met  with  nothing  that 
could  explain  It,  for  although  the  men  have 
lately  received  a  payment  of  clearance  money, 
it  by  no  means  appears,  that  the  ufe  of  fplrltu- 
ous  liquors  has  increafed  to  any  degree  that 
could  excite  a  fufpiclon  of  this  being  the  caufe 
of  the  multiplied  ficknefs  which  prevails.     It 
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IS,  pfobably,  the  mere  efTedof  the  feafon,  re* 
fuhing  from  the  increafed  heat  of  the  days, 
the  damp  chillinefs  of  the  evenings,  and  the  of- 
fend ve  miafmata  exhaled  from  half-expofed 
mud. 

The  quantity  of  rain  that  now  falls  is  not 
fufEcient  to  cover  the  feculent  fediment  of  the 
numerous  ditches,  nortoprevent  their  unwhole- 
fome  vapours  from  rifmg  into  the  atmofphere ; 
and  the  partial  fhowers  v^hich  occur  during  the 
evening  and  night,  by  foftening  the  half- dried 
furface,  favor  the  exhalation,  while  they  pro- 
duce a  chilling  dampnefs,  which  perhaps  con- 
tributes to  render  the  body  more  than  ufually 
fufceptible  of  impreflion. 

The  evenings  are  nowfo  much  colder,  to 
our  feelings,  than  we  hadfoundthemduring  the 
preceding  months,  that  we  have  lately  been 
able  to  fit  with  the  room- door  fhut,  and  have 
even  thought  that  a  blanket,  during  the  night, 
might  have  been  fupportable.  Yet  the  ther- 
mometer indicates  no  confiderable  diminution 
of  heat  in  the  evening,  and  but  very  flight 
augmentation  at  noon.  It  is  therefore  proba- 
ble, that  the  increafed  fufceptibility  of  the  fyf- 
tem,  proceeds  from  feme  change  in  the  ftate 


53 

of  the  body,  not  exclufively  depending  upon 
the  mere  effect  of  heat  and  cold.  But  you  will 
not  forgive  me  if  I  here  engage  in  hypothetical 
difquifitions.  I  will  therefore  content  myfelf 
with  having  related  to  you  the  fads,  and  with- 
out offering  doubtful  inferences,  leave  you  to 
form  your  own  conclufions* 


»3 
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LETTER    VI. 

'Author  called  from  La  Bourgade  to  Maiaica,  on  account  &f 
the  prevailing  ficknefs  among  the  troops.  Medical  officers 
not  exempt  from  difeafe.  Lofs  of  two  of  the  Author's  afjijl- 
ants.  Twofold  duty  of  the  detachment  of  the  hefpltal  fiaff. 
Author  unafjijled  at  the  moment  of  the  heaviefl  prejfure  of 
difeafe.  Endures  exceffive  fatigue  and  exhauf  ion.  Friendly 
alarm  of  the  officers  regarding  him.  Remarks  upon  a 
phyftcian^s  duty.  Situation  of  Mahaica.  The  barracks 
converted  into  an  hofpital.  Plantation  **  Lancafler.''' 
^gth  regiment  flationed  at  Mahaica.  Salt  meat  andplaU" 
|y^;j-  the  daily  food.  Author  joins  the  mefs  of  the  g^th  rC" 
gimenim 

Mahaica,  Auguft  7. 

Again  my  refidence  is  changed,  and  I  have 
to  addrefs  you  from  a  new  home.  The  fame 
unhappy  caufe  which  removed  me  from  Ber- 
bifche  to  La  Bourgade,  called  me  thence  to 
an  important  pofl  occupied  by  a  ftrong  divi- 
fion?0f  our  troops  at  Mahaica.  Difeafe  has 
fpread  his  fickening  wings  over  the  whole 
extent  of  this  coaft,  and  threatens  every  Eu=f 
ropeau  with  the  perils  of  his  ord^ah 
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Unhappily  no  exemption  is  granted  in 
favor  of  the  medical  attendants,  and  at  a  pe- 
riod when  we  are  moft   required  to  relieve 
the  ficknefs  of  others,  we  are  moft  liable  to 
it  ourfelves.     On  my  arrival  at  Mahaica,  I 
had  the  misfortune  to  find  the  medical  afTiftant 
whom  I  had  ordered  upon  this  ftation,  lying 
In  f*n  advanced  ftage  of  yellow  fever,    and 
rapidly  finking  into   the   grave,    which  has 
fince  fwallowed  his  remains.     Accounts  have 
alfo  reached  me  of  the  death  of  another  of 
our  profeffional  comrades,  whom  I  left  only  a 
few  days  ago  on  duty,  and  in  good  health,  at 
the  hofpital  at  La  Bourgade.     Thefe  are  af- 
fli£ling  'deductions  from  our  thin  eftablifh- 
nient,  and  the  more  painfully  felt   from  the 
urgent  calls  of  the  moment  being  raultiplied, 
by  the  fad  inconvenience  of  fome  of  the  re- 
giments not  having  with  them  either  of  their 
medical  officers  ;  which  throws  the  whole  of 
the  regimental,  as  well  as  the  hofpital  duty, 
upon  the  few  gentlemen  of  the  St.  Domingo 
ftaff,  who  were  detached  to  thefe  colonies, 
and  whofe  fituation  at   this  critical  juncture 
is  haraffing  and  diftrefsful   to  the  higheft  de- 
gree.    From  the  heavy  preffure  of  ficknefs, 
and  the  neceffarily  remote  diftribution  of  our 
very  limited  divifion,  it  is  only  with  extreme 
^  E4 
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toil  and  exertion  that  we  are  at  all  able  to  dd 
juftice  to  the  poor  fufFering  obje61:s  who  claim 
our  attention*  Yet,  with  an  increafin^  de- 
mand for  our  fervices,  we  have  the  levere 
misfortune  to  fee  our  numbers  and  our  means 
diminifh. 

My  own  befl:  efForts  fliall  not  be  w^ant- 
ing,  but  I  am  well  aware  that  there  are  many 
comforts  I  could  wifh  for  the  fick,  w^hich  from 
the  circumftances  of  our  fituation  it  will  be 
"wholly  impoflible  to  procure  for  them.  At 
this  poft  I  have  the  charge  of  a  crowded  hoft 
of  patients,  all  inconveniently  placed,  and 
have  neither  a  mate  nor  an  apothecary,  nor 
any  other  medical  man  to  affill  me  :  I  am 
therefore  expofed  to  incelTant  and  almoft  in- 
fupportable  fatigue.  My  whole  time  is  fpent 
araidft  the  fick,  or  in  procuring  for  them 
fome  accommodation  :  they  occupy  all  my 
hours,  and  all  my  care. 

Unfortunately  too  my  quarters  are  nearly 
a  mile  from  the  hofpital,  and  I  have  that  dif- 
tance  to  walk  four  times  every  day,  which, 
alone,  is  confidered  by  the  inhabitants  as  an 
immenfe  labour,  and  enough  to  deftroy  the 
ftrongeft  frame.*    At  fix  o'clock,  I  make  my 
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morning  vifit,  when  feveral  hours  are  fully 
employed,  with  my  head  bent  almofl  to  the 
ground,  in  examining,  and  liftening  to  nearly 
a  hundred  patients,  all  lying  upon  paiilafles 
fpread  on  the  floor  ;  and  many  of  them 
fcarcely  able  to  hear,  or  reply  to  my  quef- 
tions.  After  this  I  have  to  inftrud:  an  orderly 
foldier  to  compound  my  prefcriptions,  and  to 
fee  him  adminifter  the  medicines.  Next  I 
have  to  prefcribe  the  provifions,  and  the  mode 
of  preparing  them  for  the  convalefcents, 
which  is  here  no  lefs  a  duty  than  to  pre- 
fcribe medicine  for  the  fick  ;  and  further, 
from  having  no  purveyor,  it  falls  to  my  lot, 
in  fome  degree  to  fuperintend  even  the  cook- 
ing— othcrwife,  as  only  falt-meat  is  ilTucd,  our 
meffes  would  fcarcely  be  made  eatable — cer- 
tainly not  palatable,  nor  fit  for  the  ftomachs 
of  men  only  recovering  from  difeafe.  But 
from  great  care,  and  attention,  in  having  the 
meat  fteeped  the  over-night,  then  well  fcald* 
ed,  and  afterwards  ftevved  in  frefli  water,  with 
rice,  yams,  fweet  potatoes,  peafe,  or  broken 
pieces  of  bread,  we  form  various  changes  of 
nutritive,  and  not  difagreeable  pottage. 

Having  gone  through  the  whole  of  thefe 
jCeremonies,  which  you  will  believe  confume 
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a  full  proportion  of  the  forenoon,  I  have  to 
walk  back  to  the  barracks,  where,  on  my 
arrival,  I  am  not  unfrequently  fo  exhaufted  as 
to  be  obliged  to  throw  myfelf  at  full  length 
upon  my  mattrefs,  and  lie  for  a  confiderable 
time  before  I  can  recover  fufficient  ftrength 
cither  to  bathe  my  perfon,  or  take  my  food» 

In  the  evening  I  return  again  to  the 
hofpital,  and  repeat  my  vifit  to  the  fick  as  in 
the  morning.  Whenever  I  can  command  an 
interval  it  is  occupied  in  writing,  for  in  ad- 
dition to  my  other  engagements,  I  have  to 
make  out  the  neceflary  returns  for  the  com- 
manding officer,  and  for  head-quarters,  and 
to  keep  full  and  correal  ftatements  of  all  ac- 
compts,  receipts,  and  hofpital  difburfements. 

Amidft  my  bufy  round  I  often  hear  it 
loudly  whifpered  that  the  fatigue  to  which  I 
am  fubje£ted  mufl  foondeftroy  me,and  many 
of  the  officers  and  planters  are  kind  enough 
to  exprefs  friendly  apprehenfions  regarding 
my  fafety  :  but  in  this  hour  of  need  no  per- 
fonal  confiderations  can  induce  me  to  relax 
in  my  duty.  More  than  my  utmoft  efforts 
are  required  to  procure  only  icanty  comforts 
for  the  fick,  and,  under  fuch  circumftances,  I 
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can  neither  enjoy  reft,  nor  fKun  fatigue.  Not 
only  an  imperious  fenfe  of  duty,  but  huma- 
nity alfo  calls  upon  me  to  contribute  every 
aid  in  my  power,  nnd  I  cannot  but  feel  that 
to  limit  my  exertions,  or  diminifh  my  efforts 
would  be  unjuft,  if  not  even  criminal,  to- 
wards the  unfortunate  obje<3:s  of  my   care. 
I   cannot    therefore  fhrink   from    the    tafk, 
whilft  I   have  health  and  ftrength  to  fupport 
it.      With  refpe(ft  to  difeafe  I  feel  not  the 
flighteft  perfonal  anxiety,  and  even  if  I  did, 
I  ihould  deem  it  neceflary,  fituated  as  I  now 
am,  to  fubdue  my  terrors.    A  military  officer 
does  not  fhrink  from  a  cannon,  although  he 
fees   it  pointed   towards  him  ! — and  fhall  a 
medical  officer  turn  from  difeafe,  which  it  is 
his  duty  to  meet,  and  to  combat !  I  have  been 
always  of  opinion  that  the  phyfician  who  de- 
ferts  his  poft  in  the  hour  of  ficknefs  is  no  Icls 
a  coward  than  the  officer  who  abandons  his 
garrifon  at  a  period  of  danger ;  or  the  foldier 
who  turns  his  back  upon  an  enemy  in  the 
field  of  battle :  therefore,  however  anxious 
the   kindnefs  of  my  friends  and   comrades 
may  render  them,  concerning  my  fafety,  I 
cannot  prevail  upon  myfelf  tp  leflen  my  exer- 
tions. 
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From  Its  fituation  Mahaica  might  feeni 
to  be  one  of  the  moft  healthy  pofts  in  Guiana. 
It  is  open  to  the  fea,  and  freely  expofed  to  the 
cool  breeze.     We  have  no  town,  nor  village 
near  us.     The  name  is  given  to  a  certain  dif- 
trid;  about  the  mouth  of  (what  is  here  termed 
a  creek>  but  what  is  in  fad)  a  confiderable 
river,  called  by  the  Indians  Mahaica.     The 
foitjin  point  of  ftrengthj  offers  nothing  formi- 
dable, but  its  fituation  is  well  chofen  as  a 
military  poft,  being  on  the  coafl  between  the 
two  rivers  Demarara  and   Berbifche,   about 
tv/enty  miles  from  the  former,  and  fifty  from 
the  latter ;  and  immediately  upon  the  border  of 
the  fea,  commanding  at  once  the  entrance  of 
the  liver  Mahaica,  and  of  a  fmaller  creek 
which  opens  nearly  at  the  fame  fpot  into  the 
ocean.     Next  to  Fort  William  Frederic  and 
J'ort  St.  Andrew,  Mahaica  is  the  moft  impor- 
tant garrifon  in  the  two  colonies.     The  bar- 
racks at  the  fort  are  not  large  enough  to  contain 
the  whole  of  the  troops  now  ftationed  here, 
the  houfe  and  other  buildings  therefore  of  a 
neighbouring  eftate,  called  Lancafter,  are  oc- 
cupied for  that  purpofe.     Indeed  to  meet  the 
exigencies  of  the  moment  we  are  compelled  to 
appropriate  every  room  at  the  fort  to  the  ufe 
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of  the  fick — and  all  the  officers  and  foldierSj 
who  are  well,  are  removed  to  the  plantation 
Lancafter,  which  is  nearly  a  mile  from  the 
fort,  upon  the  fame  bank  of  the  river,  but  on 
the  oppofite  fide  of  the  creek. 
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Lancafter  is  a  large  cotton  eftate  belon 
ing  to  the  reprefentatives  of  a  Mr.  Phillips^ 
who  is  lately  dead.  It  is  now  under  the  di- 
redion  of  a  manager,  fubjed:  to  the  eye  and 
control  of  an  attorney  ;  the  former  refiding 
on  the  fpot,  the  latter  at  a  plantation  in  the 
vicinity. 

This  eftate  is  traverfed  in  various  parts 
by  double  rows  of  trees,  forming  a  pleafant 
fhade  between  them,  and  bearing  a  fruit,  re- 
fembling  in  flavour  the  Turkey  fig,  hence 
called  fig-trees.  They  are  rather  larger  than 
the  orange  trees,  and  their  foliage  is  thick  and 
green.  The  fruit  is  about  the  fize  of  the  coffee 
berry  :  it  is  filled  v/ith  fmall  feeds,  and  in  fub- 
fiance  is  like  the  fig. 

The  99th  regiment  is,  at  prefenr,  on  this 
flation,  and  in  point  of  quarters  is  very  con- 
veniently accommodated,  the  officers  living  in 
the  houfe,  and  the  foldiers  in  a  large  cotton 
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logis,  which  forms  a  fpacious  and  well  venti- 
lated barrack. 

Refpedling  provifions,  we  are  lefs  happy 
than  regarding  our  quarters.     Salt  meat  and 
the  vegetables  of  the  country  conftitute  our 
almoft  unvaried  fare.     Occafionally  we  pro- 
cure a  Mofcovy  duck,  a  chicken,  a  young 
kid,  or  a  fucking  pig,  and  then  it  is  high- 
feaft.      Our  Handing  difhes  are  peafe  foup, 
and  fait  pork.     The  plantain  alfo  furnifhes  a 
fleady  fupply.     We  now  eat  this  with  creoIe 
appetite,  and  although  wt,  at  firft,  difliked  it, 
we  begin  to  efteem  it  as  one  of  the  moft  plea- 
fant  and  ufeful   articles  of  food,  which   the 
country  affords  :  roafted,  it  ferves  as  bread-— 
boiled,  it  is  ufed  as  a  table- vegetable — ftcwed, 
or  fried,  it  is  eaten  as  fruit,  and  pounded  in  a 
mortar,  it  makes  into  excellent  pudding.  The 
yam  is  alfo  a  fubftantial  friend  to  us — as  are 
likewife  the  eddoes  and  caflada.    The  potatoes 
of  the  country  are  fweet  and  fatiating,  and  not 
much  efteemed.    We  occafionally  obtain  a  few 
which  have    been  brought  from  Europe  in 
the  trading  fhips  :    and  thefe  we  enjoy  as  a 
great  treat.     The  officers  have  kindly  received 
me  into  the  regimental  mefs,  which,  by  offer- 
ing me  the  common  fupply  of  their  table^ 
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happily  relieves  me  from  all  the  trouble  and 
concern  of  feeking  provifions ;  and  at  this 
moment  of  hurry  and  fatigue,  is  an  important 
accommodation  to  me. 


LETTER     VII, 

barbarous  murder  of  ajlave.  Cruelty  praEl'ifed  to^vards  hiJ 
wife.  Situation  of  this  injured  woman  after  her  punifj- 
ment.  Coiiducl  of  the  gang  at  the  funeral  of  their  mur^ 
dered  brother.  Alarm  of  the  manager.  He  feeks  pro- 
tection from  the  officers,  Obfervations  of  the  attorney  of 
the  ejlate  regarding  the  crime.  His  boa/I  that  in  defiance 
of  the  laws  a  flave  may  be  punifhed  to  any  extent.  Prcccfs 
of  picking  the  maggots  from  the  poor  woman*  s  fores.  In- 
formation communicated  by  the  furgeon  of  the  ejiate.  The 
plantation  Lancajier  notorious  for  cruel  treatment  of  the 
flaves,  '  Remarks  concerning  favery. 

Mahaica,  Auguft. 

ERE  I  to  proceed  only  upon  the  know* 
\tdgQ  I  have  of  your  feelings,  I  fliould  not 
forgive  myfelf  in  laying  before  you  a  hiftory 
even  more  direful  and  affliding  than  any 
arifing  from  the  ravages  of  the  much-dreaded 
deftroyer  of  this  climate  ;  but  when  I  recoiled: 
that  it  was  emphatically  your  requeft  that  I 
would  relate  to  you  every  fa£t  which  fliould 
occur  to  my  obfervation,  refpeding  the  flaves, 
I  cannot  refrain  from  telling  you,  that  fmce  my 
arrival  at  Mahaica,  one  of  the  moft  fliocking 
inftances  of  cruelty  has  occurred,  which  was 
ever  perpetrated  even  in  a  land  of  bondage. 
z 
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Two  unhappy  negroes,  a  man  and  a 
woman,  having  been  driven  by  cruel  treat- 
ment to  abfcond  from  the .  plantation  Lan- 
cafler,  were  taken  a  few  days  fmce,  and 
brought  back  to  the  eftate,  when  the  manager, 
whofe  inhuman  feverity  had  caufed  them  to 
fly  from  his  tyrannic  government,  dealt  out  to 
them  his  avenging  defpotifm  vvit?i  more  than 
favage  brutality.  Taking  with  him  two  of 
the  ftrongeft  drivers,  armed  with  the  heavieft 
whips,  he  led  out  thefe  trembling  and  wretch- 
ed Africans,  early  in  the  morning,  to  a  remote 
part  of  the  eftate,  too  diftant  for  the  officers  to 
hear  their  cries  ;  and,  there,  tying  dov/n  firft 
the  man,  he  ftood  by, and  made  the  drivers  flog 
him  with  many  hundred  lafhes,  until,  on  re- 
leafing  him  from  the  ground,  it  was  difcovered 
that  he  was  nearly  exhaufted  :  and  in  this 
ftate  the  inhuman  monfter  ftruck  him  on  the 
head,  with  the  butt  end  of  a  large  whip,  and 
felled  him  again  to  the  earth  ;  v/hen  the  poor 
negro,  efcaping  at  once  from  his  flavery  and 
his  fufferings,  expired  at  the  murderer's  feet. 
But  not  fatiated  with  blood,  this  favage  tyrant 
next  tied  down  the  naked  woman,  on  the  fpot 
by  the  dead  body  of  her  hufband,  and  with 
the  whips,  already  deep  in  gore,  compelled 
the  drivers  to  inflidl  a  puniihment  of  feveral 
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hundred  ladies,  which  had  nearly  releafed  her 
alfo  from  a  life  of  toil  and  torture. 

Hearing  of  thefe  ad;s  of  cruelty,  on  my 
return  from  the  hofpital,  and  fcarcely  believ- 
ing it  pofTible  that  they  could  have  been  com- 
mitted, I  went  immediately  to  the  fick-houfe 
to  fatisfy  myfelf  by  ocular  teftimony  :  when, 
alas  !  I  difcovered  that  all  I  had  heard  was 
too  fatally  true ;  for,  Ihocking  to  relate,  I 
found  the  wretched  and  almoft  murdered 
woman  lying  ftark-naked  on  her  belly,  upon 
the  dirty  boards,  without  any  covering  to  the 
horrid  wounds  which  had  been  cut  by  the 
whips,  and  with  the  dill  warm  and  bloody 
corpfe  of  the  man  extended  at  her  fide,  upon 
the  neck  of  which  was  an  iron  collar,  and 
a  long  heavy  chain,  which  the  now  mur- 
dered nes;ro  had  been  made  to  wear  from 
the  time  of  his  return  to  the  eflate.  The 
flefh  of  the  woman  was  fo  torn,  as  to  ex- 
hibit one  extenfive  fore,  from  the  loins  al- 
moft down  to  her  hams  ;  nor  had  humanity 
adminiftered  even  a  drop  of  oil  to  foften  her 
wounds  :  the  only  relief  fhe  knew,  was  that 
of  extending  her  feeble  arm  in  order  to  beat 
off  the  tormenting  flies,  with  a  fmall  green 
bough,  which  had  been  put  into  her  hand  fpr 
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that  purpofe  by  the  fympathlz'ing  klndnefs  of 
a  fellow  Have.  A  more  fhocking  and  diftrefs- 
ful  fpedtacle  can  fcarcely  be  conceived.  The 
dead  man,  and  the  almoft  expiring  woman 
had  been  brought  home,  from  the  place  of 
punlfhment,  and  thrown  into  the.  negro  hof- 
pital,  amidft  the  crowd  of  fick,  with  cruel 
unconcern.  Lying  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the 
corpfe  was  a  fellow- fufferer,  in  a  fimilar  con- 
dition to  the  poor  wom.an.  His  buttocks, 
thighs,  and  part  of  his  back,  had  been  flogged 
into  one  large  fore,  which  was  ftill raw,  although 
he  had  been  punifhed  a  fortnight  before. 

The  following  day  we  witnefled  the  pre- 
parations for  the  funeral  of  their  murdered 
brother,  by  his  fellow  flaves.  It  was  conduct- 
ed in  their  ufual  manner,  not  with  the  affliCl- 
ing  folemnity  of  the  Chriftian  rites,  but  with 
all  the  mirthful  ceremonies  of  African  burial, 
forming  a  fcene  of  gaiety,  which  confifted 
of  mufic,  dancing,  fmging,  and  loud  noife. 
They  all  feemed  to  rejoice  more  in  his  efcape 
from  pain  and  mifery,  than  they  forrowed  for 
his  lofs. 

The  body  being  put  Into  the  coffin,  and 
every  thing  made  ready  for  proceeding  to  the 
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grave,  the  corpfe  was  taken  cut  of  the  fick- 
houfe  into  the  yard,  and  there  placed  very 
carefully  upon  the  heads  of  two  robuft  ne- 
groes, who  carried  it  as  far  as  the  houfe,  and 
then  halting  under  the  window  of  the  mana- 
ger's' room,  they  fet  the  cofHn  upon  the 
ground,  and  the  whole  gang  of  flaves  danced 
and  fang,  and  played  their  mufic  round  it,  in 
loud  gambols,  for  nearly  two  hours  ;  beating 
at  intervals,  with  great  violence,  againft  the 
door  and  window-fhutters,  and  threatening 
vengeance  upon  the  murderer  of  their  com- 
panion. The  manager  expecling  that  they 
would  break  into  the  houfe  to  maflacre  him, 
and  feeling,  no  doubt,  that  he  merited  death 
from  their  hands,  was  feized  with  fad  alarm, 
and  breaking  from  his  hiding  place,  ran 
abruptly  into  the  mefs-room,  imploring  the 
protedlion  of  the  officers,  and  looking  a  ghaft- 
]y  figure  of  terror.  I  could  not  but  remark 
the  efiedl  of  his  fudden  appearance  among  us. 
Not  an  officer  of  the  whole  mefs  feparated  his 
lips  in  reply  to  him.  The  general  feeling 
feemed  to  fay — a  wretch  fo  cruel  can  deferve 
no  compaffion.  After  a  Ihort  fufpenfe,  the 
filence,  which  muft  have  been  more  fevere 
than  the  bittereft  words,  was  broken  by  one 
of  the  gentlemen,  referring  him  to  his  feelings, 
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and  demanding  whether  he  conceived  hlmfelf 
to  merit  either  pity  or  prote6lion.      His  fears 
had  magnified  the   danger,  for  although  the 
flaves  were  clamorous,   we   did  not   obferve 
among  them   any  marks,  of  violence  which 
evinced   a   difpofition  forcibly  to  break  into 
the  houfe.     They  at  length  concluded  their 
dance,  then  replacing   the   coffin    upon    the 
heads  of  the  two  negroes,  and  obferving  much 
ceremony  with  regard  to  the  pofition  of  the 
corpfe,  they  proceeded  towards  the  place  of 
interment.     On  leaving  the  court  yard,  they 
ufed  the  precaution  of  going  round  the  houfe, 
in  order  to  avoid  carrying  the  body  acrofs  the 
manager's  window — not,  as  you  will  fuppofe, 
from  any  fenfe  of  delicacy  towards  him,  but 
from  fome  fuperftitlon  regarding  the  fpirit  of 
the   dead    flave.      As   they   moved    on,   two 
v/omen  tapped  gently  at  the  fides  of  the  coffin, 
as  if  to  appeafe  the  corpfe,  or  foften  its  wrath 
while    paffing    the    murderer's  abode.      The 
manager  felt  highly  relieved  by  their  depar- 
ture ;  but   they  liad  net  gone  far  before  the 
whole  party  fuddenly  faced  about,  and  came 
running  back  to   the  houfe,  the   two  negroes 
who  were  carrying  the  corpfe  turning  round 
and  round  with  it  upon  their  heads  a  number 
of  times  in  the  yard,  v/hile  many  of  the  gang 
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beat  and  kicked  againft  the  door,  and  the 
window-fliutters  of  the  manager's  room, 
fliouting  and  crying  aloud  for  vengeance : 
upon  which  one  of  the  book-keepers,  an  old 
man  who  had  been  long  upon  the  eftate, 
went  out  and  joined  in  the  crowd,  and  exert- 
ing his  influence  to  appeafe  them,  again  led 
them  away,  when  they  went  dancing,  fmging, 
and  beating  their  mufic  to  the  place  of  burial. 
After  a  fhort  time  the  gang  returned  again  into 
the  court  yard,  having  left  their  companion  to 
feck  peace  in  the  grave.  The  bufy  dance 
was  now  refumcd,  and  they  hooted  and 
hiifed  at  the  manager,  and  beat  loudly  at 
his  door  and  window,  continuing  their  fliout- 
ings  and  clamour  until  da  k,  when  they  all 
retired  quietly  to  their  huts. 

A  few  days  after  the  funeral  the  attor- 
ney of  the  eftate  happened  to  call  at  Lan- 
cafter  to  vlfit  the  officers,  and  the  converfa- 
tion  naturally  turning  upon  the  late  cruelty 
of  the  manager,  and  the  confequent  injury 
derived  to  the  proprietor,  we  afked  him  what 
puniiliment  the  laws  of  the  colony  had  pro- 
vided for  fuch  horrid  and  barbarous  crimes  ; 
expreffing  cur  hope  ti";at  the  manager  would 
fuffer  the  difgrace  he  fo  juftly  merited  -,  when, 
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to  our  great  furprlfe,  the  attorney  fmlled  and 
treated  our  remarks  only  as  the  dreams  of 
men  unpradtifed  in  the  ways  of  flavery.  He 
fpake  of  the  murder  with  as  little  feeling  as 
the  manager  had  perpetrated  it,  and  feemed 
to  be  amufed  at  ourvifionary  ideas,  o^ puni/Jj' 
ing  a  ijuhite  man  for  his  cruel  treatment  of 
flaves.  To  the  queflion  whether  the  mana- 
ger would  not  be  difmifled  from  the  eftate,  he 
replied  "  certainly  not''' — adding  that  "  if  the 
negro  had  been  treated  as  he  deferved  he  liuoidd 
have  been  flogged  to  death  long  before^''  Such 
was  the  amount  of  his  fympathy  and  con- 
cern !  The  laws  of  the  colony  he  faid  were 
intended  to  prevent  any  perfon  from  punifii- 
ing  a  flave  with  more  than  thirty-nine  lafhes, 
for  the  fame  offence  ;  but  by  incurring  only 
a  fmall  fine,  he  could,  at  any  time,  punifh  a 
negro  with  as  many  hundred  lafhes  as  he 
might  wifh,  "  although  the  governor  and  the 
fifcal"  were  flanding  at  his  elbow. 

You  will  believe  thai  I  was  careful  to 
obferve  the  progrefs  of  the  frightful  wounds 
inflicted  upon  the  poor  woman,  and  to  watch 
her  recovery  ;  and  you  will  be  fliocked  to 
know  that  her  fufFerings  were  feverely  in- 
creafed,  by  the  cruel  negledt  which  fucceeded 
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*o  her  punlfliment.  One  morning,  upon 
hearing  the  loud  cries  of  a  female,  I  was  led 
to  look  out  at  my  window,  when  I  faw  fome 
negroes  carrying  this  unfortunate  woman 
from  the  fick-houfe  into  the  yard,  where  they 
laid  her  down  in  the  dirt,  upon  the  bare 
ground,  amidft  a  heavy  fhower  of  rain,  then, 
kneeling  at  her  fides,  they  proceeded  to  exa- 
mine minutely  into  her  wounds  ;  and  you 
v/ill  fcarcely  hold  it  credible,  v/hen  I  tell  you 
that  they  were  employed  a  full  half-hour 
picking  maggots  out  of  her  fires.  The  ulcera- 
tions had  penetrated  to  a  great  depth,  parti- 
cularly withinfide  the  thighs,  where  the  laflies 
of  the  whips  had  cut  round,  and  torn  the 
flefh  in  a  frightful  manner.  The  ulcers  were 
very  raw  and  confiderably  enlarged,  by  the 
gnawing  of  the  maggots  which  had  been 
bred  within  them.  1  cannot  defcribe  to  you 
the  horror  I  felt  at  this  deplorable  fight.  I 
had  often  heard  of  maggctting  flieep,  but 
this  was  the  firft  inftance  1  had  met  with  of 
maggotting  a  human  being,  and  1  felt  addi- 
tional diitrefs  in  finding  the  fubject  of  it  a 
poor  unhappy  female,  whole  punifhment  had 
been  already  fevere,  and  in  whom  the  occa- 
fion  for  fuch  a  beaftly  procefs  might  and 
ought  to  have  been  prevented,  had  the  com.- 
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mon  dictates  of  humanity  been  obferved. 
The  poor  afHided  wretch  groaned  heavily 
under  her  fLifFerings,and  the  operation,  which 
in  itfelf  was  feverely  painful,  was  rendered  fo 
in  a  fiill  greater  degree  by  the  roughnefs  of 
her  untutored  furgeons.  During  the  whole 
of  the  time,  fhe  was  expofed  naked  to  the 
rain,  and  to  the  eyes  of  flaves,  officers,  fol- 
diers,  and  all  who  chanced  to  pafs  that  way. 
It  was  a  fpedacle,  which  was  equally  ofFen- 
five  to  humanity,  and  to  delicacy  ! 

On  reprefenting  the  horrid  cruelty  of 
this  cafe  to  the  furgeon,  he  remarked  to  us, 
that  the  fores  from  punifhments  did  not 
iifually  fall  under  his  treatment,  but  were  left 
to  the  care  of  the  negro  do&or  who  had  the 
charge  of  the  fick-houfe  ;  and  that  nothing 
was  more  common  than  to  fee  the  wounds 
filled  with  maggots — "  indeed"  faid  he,  *'  it 
is  often  our  greateft  difficulty,  in  the  pradice 
of  furgery  in  thefe  climates,  to  prevent  the 
breeding  of  infeds  in  the  fores." 

I  am  forry  to  remark  that  the  Lancafter 
plantation  has  been,  for  fome  time  pafl,  diftin- 
guiOied  on  account  of  the  inhuman  treat- 
ment obferved  towards  the  flaves  ;  and  indeed 
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It  might  feem  that  cruelty  had  become  a  con- 
tagious malady  upon  this  eftate,  for  we  learn, 
from  the  moft  refpedtable  authority,  that  a 
former  proprietor  was  fo  hardened  in  his  favage 
condu(St  that,  frequently,  when  a  poor  un- 
fortunate negro  was  bound  down  to  the 
earth,  and  groaning  under  the  fevere  pain  of 
two  heavy  lafhes,  he  would  ftrike  him  a  blow 
upon  the  head  with  the  but  end  of  his  whip, 
between  each  of  the  ftrokes  given  by  the 
drivers ;  and  that,  carrying  his  barbarity  ftill 
further,  he  would  fometimes  order  the  teeth 
of  the  Have  to  be  torn  out  with  a  pair  of  iron 
pincers,  and  would  himfelf  ftand  by  to  fee 
the  torture  inflided. 

I  anticipate  your  fentiments  on  reading 
the  hiftory  of  thefe  inhuman  puniihraents. 
They  afford  a  lamentable  example  of  the 
horrors  and  injuftice  of  flavery,  and  I  can- 
not but  feel  that  the  fyftem  which  gives 
to  an  individual  the  power  of  lording  his  worft 
paffions  over  a  fellow  being,  uncontrolled,  ad- 
mits of  no  defence.  It  is  a  violation  of  na- 
ture, in  which  humanity  is  outraged,  and  our 
fpecies  degraded ! 
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LETTER    VIII. 

Troops  ftchly.  Author  the  only  medical  officer  Kvho  J;as  not 
filtered  ati  attack  of  fever.  The  office  of  pr'iefl  devolves 
ttpon  the  author.  Death  of  Captain  Heritage.  Encroach- 
ment of  the  fea  at  Mahaica.  Rumour  concerning  the  ftck- 
nefs  of  the  troops.  Author  invites  the  tnedical  praBitionerx 
of  the  colony  to  his  aid.  Their  mode  of  treating  the  dif" 
eafe.  The  breeze  emphaticalh  termed  ^*  the  doLlor.'^  Re- 
marks of  the  "  negro  doclor"  of  the  flave  hofpital.  HigJj 
feafon  of  the  *'  yelloiu  fever."  Impoffibiliiy  of  preventing 
the  difeafe.  Dificulty  of  curing  it.  Alarm  of  the  troops. 
Medical  officers  viBims  to  fatigue.  Different  type  of  the 
difeafe  at  different  fat  ions.  Author's  contemplations.  He 
propofes  to  try  the  effeB  of  prophylaBic  means.  Hofpital 
diet -table  improved  by  the  contributions  of  the  platJters. 

Mahaica,  Auguft  22, 

1  AM  exceedingly  forry  not  to  be  able  to 
give  you  improved  tidings  concerning  the 
health  of  the  troops  upon  this  ilation.  They 
are  ftill  very  fickly,  and  it  is  afflicting  to  know 
that  the  number  of  patients  increafes  more 
rapidly  than  our  means  of  accommodation. 
You  will  breathe  me  many  warm  gratulations 
on  learning  that  I  remain  quite  well,  amidft 
the  general  ficknefs  which  furrounds  me  ;  in- 
deed, I  am  now  the  only  medical  officer  of 


this  expedition  who  has  not  experienced  an 
attack  of  fever,  and  it  were  too  much  to  fup- 
pofe  that  I  am  wholly  to  efcape  its  vifitation  ; 
for  we  are  told  that  almoft  every  one,  on  firft 
coming  from  Europe,  is  fubjeded  to  a  fea- 
foning  malady.  My  beft  hope  is  that  I  may 
not  be  feized  at  this  moment,  while  my  fer- 
vices  are  fo  efiential  to  the  relief  of  others. 

In  addition  to  all  my  other  bufy  duties 
I  am  now  called  upon  to  perform  the  melan- 
choly ofFice  of  prieft.  From  having  no  cler- 
gyman at  Mahaica  it  falls  to  my  lot  to  go 
through  the  painful  and  afflicting  ceremony 
of  reading  the  funeral  fervice  over  my  loft 
comrades.  This  is  a  fevere  tafli  to  me,  and 
I  am  fometimes  fearful  left  my  fpirits  fhould 
become  too  much  deprelTed  to  fupport  me 
through  all  the  various  claims  of  my  prcfent 
calling  ;  but  I  am  well  aware,  that  if  I  was 
to  yield  to  the  diftrcfsful  apprehenfions  which 
I  fee  exhibited  by  thofe  around  me,  who  are 
net  medical  men,  the  fituation  of  the  fick 
muft  be  even  more  dreadful  than  it  is  at  pre- 
fent ;  I  am  therefore  refolved,  if  my  ftrength 
continues,  to  meet  with  firmnefs  all  the  ne- 
ceffities  of  this  urgent  period. 
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Wc  have  recently  lofl:  a  pJeafant  and 
amiable  companion  in  the  death  of  captain 
Heritage,  who  fell  a  victim  to  his  timidity  of 
difeafe.  He  fuffered  ferioiis  alarm  on  account 
of  the  death  of  Mr.  Ramfden,  and  we  found 
it  wholly  impoffible  to  roufe  him  from  the 
defponding  impreffion.  On  the  6th  inftant, 
he  followed  poor  Ramfden  to  the  grave,  and 
from  terror  fancied  that  he  perceived  a  "  fmell 
of  the  difeafe ;"  but  I  remarked,  v/hile  I  was 
reading  the  fervice  over  the  body,  that  he 
had  placed  himfelf  at  a  confiderable  diftance 
to  windward,  holding  a  handkerchief,  the 
whole  of  the  time,  to  his  mouth  and  nofe. 
During  the  two  following  days  he  went  about, 
as  ufaal,  among  his  comrades,  without  com- 
plaining of  being  ill,  but  ftill  eKprefTing  his 
fears,  and  occafionally  fpeaking  of  flight  head- 
ache. On  the  morning  of  the  9th  I  was  called 
to  vifit  him  as  a  patient,  when  I  found  him 
in  bed.  On  the  evening  of  the  loth  he  died. 
He  had  no  ftrongly  marked  fymptom  of  dif- 
eafe, nor  any  fign  of  great  pain  or  fuiTering  ; 
b'-it  an  experienced  eye  might  difcover  from 
his  general  appearance,  at  the  firft  moment 
of  my  being  called  to  him,  that  there  was  no 
hope  cf  his  recovery, — Extreme  languor, 
with  a  peculiar  change  of  feature  not  to  be 
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defcrlbed  bywords,  might  be  faid  to  conftitute 
the  difcafe,  while  they  were  correal  indica- 
tions of  its  dangerous  tendency.  Soon,  every 
thing  he  fwallowed  was  thrown  from  the 
ftomach  without  effort — the  proftration  of 
flrength  became  excellive — he  grew  helplefs 
— funk  into  a  ftate  of  liftleffnefs — made  no 
complaint:  — low    delirium    fupervened— ^  he 

turned  yellow,  and fell  to  the  earth 

like  an  autumn  leaf. 

Amidft  our  many  troubles  we  have  the 
fearful  profpe^l  of  feeing  both  the  fort  and 
hofpital  fwept  away  by  the  fea,  which  is  en- 
croaching upon  the  land,  at  the  point  of 
Mahaica,  with  rapid  firides.  A  few  even- 
ings ago  a  fpring  tide  walhed  over  the  banks, 
and,  forcing  its  way  into  the  hofpital,  placed 
all  the  fick,  who  were  lying  upon  the  floor, 
in  a  fea  bath.  We  have  procured  a  numerous 
gang  of  negroes  to  ftrengthen  the  fortifica- 
tions, and  to  bank  out  the  invading  forces  of 
Neptune  ;  but  I  much  fear  that  our  feeble  re- 
fiftance  cannot  long  avail  us,  for  every  ap- 
pearance indicates  that,  very  foon,  the  whole 
of  the  territory  about  the  fort  will  be  fwal- 
lowed up,  by  the  irrefiflible  cravings  of  old 
Ocean. 
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You  will  not  be  furprifed  to  knov>r  that 
rumour  has  been  bufy  on  the  fubjedt  of  the 
prevailing  ficknefs,  and  its  fatal  tendency  : 
or  that  the  prejudices  of  the  inhabitants  have 
led  them  to  imagine  that  if  it  were  treated  by 
the  colonial  dodlors  the  difeafe  might  be  eafily 
fubdued.  In  confequence  of  fuch  remarks, 
and  in  order  to  fatisfy  my  own  feelings,  by 
trying  every  means  which  it  was  in  my  power 
to  obtain,  for  the  relief  of  the  fick,  I  have 
folicited  the  aid  of  the  medical  men  of  the 
country,  both  Eiiglilh  and  Dutch,  and  re- 
quefted  them  to  oblige  me  by  attending  fre- 
quently at  the  hofpital,  that  1  might  avail 
myfelf  of  their  talents  and  experience  to  the 
improvement  of  my  own  pradlice,  and  the 
confequent  benefit  of  the  afflicted  :  feveral  of 
the  gentlemen  have,  accordingly,  been  good 
enough  to  favor  us  with  occafional  attendance ; 
but  I  find  that  here,  as  at  Berbifche,  the  dif- 
eafe is  treated  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  com- 
mon remittent  fever  of  the  country,  and 
nearly  the  whole  reliance  confided  to  the 
bark — that  great  fheet-anchor  of  Weft  India 
prad:ice.  This  was  prefcribed  in  ample  quan- 
tity, and  in  various  forms,  but  it  wholly  failed 
of  fuccefs. 
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At  the  time  of  poor  captain  Heritage's 
attack  I  particularly  requefted  the  afTiftance  of 
one  of  my  colonial  brethren  ;  and  perceiving 
that  it  was  entirely  out  of  my  own  power  to 
relieve  him,  I  begged  of  Dr.  —  to  ufe  his  ut- 
moft  endeavors  to  fave  him,  when,  without  ap- 
pearing to  entertain  the  fame  apprehenfions 
of  his  danger  as  myfelf,  he  advifed  a  copious 
ufe  of  the  baik.  After  vifning  captain  H. 
this  gentleman  went  with  me  inio  the  hofpi- 
tal,  where  I  feled:ed  four  other  recent  cafes, 
which  feemed  to  me  to  threaten  danger,  and 
requefted  the  do£lor  to  take  thefe  under  his  care, 
— =to  command  the  refources  of  the  hofpital  de- 
partment, and  to  exert  his  bed  means  of  rellor- 
ing  them  :  but  he  declined  the  charge  of  attend- 
ing them,  as  his  patients,  although  he  confent- 
ed  to  accompany  me  in  my  vifits,  and  to  con- 
fult  with  me  regarding  them  ;  which  afford- 
ed me  infinite  fatisfLi6tion,  as  I  earneftly  and 
devoutly  hoped  to  profit  by  his  pradice  for 
the  benefit  of  others.  The  bark  was  prcfcrib- 
ed  for  them  all,  and  moft  liberally  adminifter- 
ed  :  but  in  vain,  for  not  one  of  them  recover- 
ed !  The  dodlor  was  greatly  difappointed  and 
chagrined  at  the  unhappy  refult  of  thefe  cafes, 
and,  declaring  that  there  was  a  ''^  fomething 
diffeycnt"  in  the  fever  which  prevailed  among 
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the  troops,  from  that  which  ufually  attack- 
ed the  colonifts,  he  wifhed  me  better  fuccefs, 
and  withdrew  his  attendance. 

I  have  the  fatistadion  to  hear,  that  this 
gentleman  feduloufly  meets  all  the  loud  ru- 
mours of  the  neighbourhood  by  infifting  that 
"  whether  the  fick  do  or  do  not  recover,  no 
fitter  medical  treatment  can  be  employed,  even 
by  men  who  have  been  twenty  years  in  the 
colony,  than  that  which  is  now  adopted  at  the 
military  hofpital." 

It  werefcarcely  neceflary  to  mention  that 
the  trade  wind  is  lighter  and  lefs  fteady,during 
the  decline  of  the  wet  feafon,  than  it  becomes 
in  the  time  of  the  dry  feafon  :  fo  neceffary,  and 
falutiferous  is  it  efteemcd  at  all  times,  and  parti- 
cularly at  the  prefent  period,  that  on  the  breeze 
fetting  in,  it  is  common  for  the  people  of  the 
country  to  exclaim,  "  here  comes  the  doctor," 
thus  honoring  it  with  an  academic  title,  and 
hailing  it  as  the  beft  medical  friend  of  the  co- 
lony. If  it  be  not  fo  powerful  now  as  it  is  in 
the  dry  feafon,  ftill  it  may  be  faid  to  be  always 
free  at  Mahaica,  although  it  does  not  prove 
fuccefsful  in  preventing  the  wide  ravages  of 
difeafe. 
vol..  in.  ^ 
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I  often  hold  long  converfatlons  with 
"  DoBor  Bob^"*  the  refident  Negro  phyficlan  at 
the  black  hofpltal,  and  fub-medical  attendant 
of  his  brother  flaves,  who  is  very  communica- 
tive, and  furnifhes  me  with  many  fads  and 
remarks  ;  and  although,  as  you  will  fuppcfe, 
they  are  not  always  of  fterling  value,  they 
are  occafionally  interefting  and  important.  A 
few  days  fmce,  on  finding  that  his  fick-lift 
had  increafed  in  almoft  as  great  a  degree  as 
my  own,  I  afked  Dr.  Bob  how  this  happened, 
"when  he  replied — "  It  always  foy  Majfa^  at  this 
time  6*  year y  becaufe  him  weather  chafige  fro?n 
izet  to  dry^"*  Seeing  a  negro  boy,  at  the  fame 
moment,  in  a  high  paroxyfm  of  fever,  his  cafe 
became  the  fubjed:  of  our  converfation,  in  the 
courfe  of  which  this  fable  dodor  made  the  fol- 
lowing remark — '*  Hhn  fever  JJj all  go ^  when 
him  water  come  low  ;  —  him  always  come  hot ^ 
when  him  tide  high  ;" — a  fad  which  we  very 
frequently  obferve  at  the  hofpltal,  although, 
perhaps,  not  fo  generally  or  fo  intimately,  as 
to  authorize  an  unqualified  opinion,  that  the 
febrile  acccffions  ftridly  conned  with  lunar 
influence. 

The  prefent  moment  may  be  faid  to  be 
the  high  feafon  of  yellow-fever.  It  now  rages 
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in  Its  utmofl  violence,  and  with  forrow  I  re- 
mark, that  great  numbers  perifh  from  its  ma- 
lignity. Until  the  partial  rains  of  the  pre- 
fent  period  fhall  have  ceafed,  and  the  dry  fea- 
fon  be  v^ell  fet  in,  it  is  faid  that  w^e  are  to 
exped:  a  continuance  of  ficknefs  :  nor  does 
it  appear  to  be  within  the  power  of  man 
to  prevent  it.  Of  the  cure,  perhaps  in 
many  cafes,  I  might  fpeak  in  fimilar  terms, 
for  although  we  can  frequently  remove  the 
difeafe,  interrupt  its  courfe,  or  leflen  its  vi- 
olence by  combating  it  at  an  early  Jiage ;  ftill, 
when  the  more  malignant  fymptoms  have 
once  appeared,  it  feldom  happens  that  any 
medicine  can  arreft  their  progrefs,  or  afford 
relief.  Bark,  mercury,  bleeding,  bathing,  and 
a  variety  of  other  remedies  have  been  amply 
tried — but  tried  in  vain,  for  all  have  proved 
equally  ineffedual. 

A  painful  alarm  obtains  among  the  troops  5 
the  medical  officers  are  falling  victims  to 
their  fatigue ;  and  many  circumftances  com- 
bine to  augment  the  melancholy  gloom  of 
this  affliding  period.  At  Mahaica  the  num- 
bers admitted  into  the  hofpital  form  a  very 
large  proportion  of  the  garrifon  ;  the  fame  is 
likewife  the  cafe  at  Stabroek.     At  Maiconuy 
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and  Awbarry,  two  fmaller  pofls  between  Ma- 
haica  and  Berbifcbe,  although  much  of  fick- 
nefs  prevails,  the  difeafe  aflumes  an  intermit- 
tent or  remittent  form,  and  is  lefs  fatal — while 
here,  and  at  Fort  W.  Frederic,  it  attacks  with 
all  the  deftrudtive  violence  of  a  continued 
fever. 

In  my  walks  to  and  from  the  hofpital,  I 
fometimes  fix  myfelf  at  the  fide  of  the  fea,  or 
on  the  border  of  the  river,  and  there  forgetting 
the  fcene  around  me,  and  being  hufhed  into 
calm  refledion,  by  the  foft  undulation  of  the 
waves,  or  the  gentle  gliding  of  the  dream, 
I  contemplate,  in  folitude,  the  awful,  and 
peculiarly  critical  fituation  in  which  I  am 
placed  !  I  behold  the  refponfibility  of  an  im- 
portant department  preffing  upon  me — crowds 
of  fick  lifting  up  their  dying  eyes  to  me  for  re- 
lief— officers  watching,  inearneft  fol,icitude,my 
flighteft  complainings — foldiers  looking  to- 
wards me  with  anxiety  for  my  fafety,  and 
all  who  are  near  me  regarding  me  with  the 
moft  lively  concern — each  feeming  to  exprefs 
himfelf  fenfible  how  much  his  health,  and 
even  his  life,  may  foon  depend  upon  the  care 
and  exertions  of  an  individual ! 
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Puruilng  thefe  refledlons  I  rometlmes 
fall  into  a  profound  reverie,  from^which  I  al- 
ways return  with  new  tmpreffionsof  the  mag- 
nitude of  the  tafk  allotted  me,  and  with  new 
refolves  to  exert  my  utmoft  efforts  in  the  ex- 
ecution of  it  ;  although  I  feel  both  humbled 
and  afflided  in  knowing  that  my  utmoft 
powers  can  offer  only  a  faeble  refiftance  to  the 
yellow-vifaged  deftroyer,  who  now  wields  his 
autumn  fcythe  amongft  us. 

I  lately  obtained  the  confent  of  the  com- 
manding officer,  and  had,  in  the  hope  of  pre- 
venting, or  alleviating  ills,  which  it  is  fo  diffi- 
cult to  remedy,  prevailed  upon  a  party  of  fol- 
diers  to  place  themfelves  under  my  direction, 
in  order  to  try  v/hat  might  be  the  effed:  of 
fome  prophylactic   means,  either  in  keeping 
off  the  attack  of  the  difeafe,  or  in   rendering 
its  fymptoms  milder;    but   after  only  a  few 
days  obfervance  of  the  plan  I  advifed,  fome  of 
the  men  .happening  to  feel  a  little  uneafy  from 
the  medicine,  they  all  fwore  they  would  not 
be  killed^  while  they  'were  well^  to  oblige  either 
the  captain  or  the  dodor,  and,  refufmg  to  per- 
fevere,  completely  fruftrated  my  endeavours, 
and  prevented  me  from  afcertaining  what  might 
have  been  the  fair  refult  of  the  trial. 
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Our  dietr-table  at  the  hofp'ital  is  of  late 
very  much  improved,  in  confequence  of  the 
planters,  of  the  neighbouring  eftates,  having 
agreed  to  take  it  by  turns  to  lupply  us  with 
freili  provifions  for  two  days  in  each  week.  It 
js  not  ufual  for  Englifhmen  to  efteem  plain 
beef  or  mutton  a  luxury — but  fuch  we  really 
find  it  here,  and,  when  we  meet  with  it,  we 
feaft  upon  it,  and  enjoy  it  as  a  high  and  par- 
ticular treat*  " 
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LETTER    IX. 

Vifti  to  Mojoy  Prauel's.  Evening  fcerie  of  a  burning  forefl. 
Remark  refpeCling  the  comhujlion  of  the  woods  at  night.  Vi' 
fa  to  Mynheer  Bercheych.  Mode  of  travelling.  Figure 
and  addrefs  of  Mynheer  Bercheych.  Situation  and  conjlrue- 
iionofhis  diuelling.  Account  of  his  late  plantation  Gorcum. 
Stock  of  cattle  and  poultry.  Gin  and  pipes  and  fugar  not 
efleemed  as  neceffaries  of  life .  Water  and  Madeira  ivine 
the  onl-^  liquids  ufed.  Males  only  admitted  as  vfitors.  The 
females  numerous y  handfome^  and  of  various  races  and 
colours.  An  uncommonly  h  an  dfome family  of  negroes.  M. 
Bercheych  kind  and  humane,  though  rigid  towards  hisfaves: 
mm^of formal  and  dignified  manner  '.-—in  converfation  affable  y 
lively  and  inflruElive.  Neatnefs  of  his  cottage  home.  T.he 
dairy  ^  and  poultry-yard.  M.  Bercheych  afociates  famili-m 
arly  with  the  Indians.  Accuracy  in  fhooting  with  the  bow 
and  arrow.  He  prefents  the  author  with  fome  fpecimens  of 
natural  hifioryy  and  of  Indian  implements^  The  vfit  highly 
gratifying.  M.  Bercheych y  attended  by  two  of  his  coloured 
nymphs y  accompanies  the  party  to  the  canoe^  at  the  timi  of 
their  departure.  Moonlight  return  down  the  river  and 
ttcrofs  the  cotton  fields  to  the  barracks, 

Mahaica,  Sept. 

A  confiderable  proportion  of  the  officers' 
mefs,  from  the  Lancafter  barracks,  have  lately 
been  to  dine  with  Major  Prauel,  a  pleafantin- 
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habitant  of  this  coaft,  whofe  plantation  is  only 
a  fhort  diftance  from  the  fort.  The  dinner 
was  plentiful,  and  handfomely  ferved  in  a 
large  cotton  logis,  which  had  been  prepared 
for  the  purpofe,  and,  being  fpacious  and  cool, 
was  far  preferable  to  the  houfe.  As  we  re- 
turned in  the  evening,  we  witnefTed  a  very 
grand  and  brilliant  fcene  from  the  burning  of 
a  part  of  the  foreft  in  order  to  clear  an  eftate 
for  cultivation.  The  trees  were  confuming 
with  great  rapidity,  and  from  the  fire  increaf- 
ing  in  brightnefs  as  tlie  evening  clofed  in,  it 
formed  a  moft  fplendid  and  impofing  fpec- 
tacle.  The  major  obferved  to  us  that  this 
improvement  of  the  pidure  was  not  the  mere 
efFedl  of  viewing  it  through  the  furrounding 
darknefs,  it  being  a  fadl  very  generally  known 
in  this  country,  that  when  any  part  of  the 
woods  are  fet  on  fire,  they  burn  with  greater 
rapidity  during  the  night  than  in  the  day- 
time. From  the  greater  ftrength  of  the  breezs 
throughout  the  day  this  might  feem  impro- 
bable :  but  that  fires  do  burn  weaker  in  ftrong 
light  is  a  fadt  not  unknown  to  the  lowed 
kitchen  maid  ;  who,  in  fummer,  clofes  the 
fhutters  {as  fhe  fays)  to  keep  the  fun  from 
putting  out  the  fire.  Still  it  cannot  he  con- 
ceded that  it  is  the  particular  property  of  the 
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fiin  to  prevent  bodies  from  burning.  Perhaps 
your  chemical  reading  will  furnifti  you  with 
an  explanation  of  the  fa(fl:,  from  the  known 
tendency  of  light  to  preferve  oxygen  in  its 
gafeous  Hate,  and  to  prevent  the  decompo- 
fition  of  the  atmofpheric  air,  which  is  fo 
eflential  to  combuflion.  The  fire  appeared 
very  beautiful,  and  might  be  feen  to  the  dif^- 
tance  of  many  miles.  It  arrefled  our  attention 
for  a  confiderable  time,  and  we  contemplated 
it  as  an  objed;  of  grandeur  and  novelty. 

Th€  ofEcers  kindly  wifhing  to  divert 
me,  in  fome  degree,  from  the  diflrefsful 
duties  of  fatigue  and  anxiety  with  which  I 
have  been  lately  furrounded,  and  which,  they 
perfuade  themfelves,  are  dellroying  me,  have 
alfo  infifted  upon  my  accompanying  a  party 
of  them  on  a  vifit  to  Mynheer  Bercheych, 
one  of  the  moft  eccentric  and  remarkable 
charaders  upon  this  coaft — an  old  gentleman, 
who  by  uncommon  induftry  has  formed  a 
cotton  plantation  at  the  moft  remote  point  of 
the  colony,  where  he  lives,  amidft  negroes  and 
wild  Indians,  almoft  fecluded  from  the  world. 

We  firft  rode  the  diftance  of  fome  miles, 
acrofs  rich  plains  of  cotton,  to  the  houfe  of 
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Mi*.  Graham,  fituated  immediately  upon  the 
bank  of  the  river,  about  midway  between  the 
fort  and  M.  Bercheych's.  Here  we  found  a 
party  of  flaves  in  waiting,  with  a  large  hand- 
fome  canoe  fent  by  M.  Bercheych,  for  the 
purpofe  of  conveying  us  the  remainder  of  the 
journey.  The  tide  ferving,  we  made  no 
delay,  but  taking  Mr.  Graham  into  the  canoe 
with  us,  proceeded  forthwith  on  our  route. 
After  an  hour  and  quarter  of  hard  paddling 
Vp  the  river,  we  turned  into  a  narrow  canal, 
and  were  pulled  a  confiderable  diftance  fur- 
ther, by  the  flaves  running  upon  the  bank 
with  a  rope  faftened  to  the  canoe.  This 
canal  leads  to  the  houfe,  and  ferves  as  the 
boundary  of  M.  Bercheych's  eftate.  It  is 
continued  from  a  deep  favanna  at  the  back  of 
the  dwelling,  and  runs  along  the  border  of 
the  plantation  to  the  river,  into  which  it  con- 
veys its  waters,  and  prevents  the  inundation 
of  the  eftate.  At  one  fpot  we  were  obliged 
to  quit  the  canoe,  while  the  flaves  dragged  it 
over  land,  in  order  to  pafs  a  bridge  and  a  fluice 
which  interrupted  our  pafl!age.  On  the  op- 
pofite  fide  of  thefe  we  refumed  our  feats,  and 
proceeded  towards  the  houfe,  which  is  at  the 
further  part  of  the  eftate.  On  feeing  us  ap- 
proach, M.  Bercheych  walked  out  to  meet  us  j 
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and,  on  coming  near  to  us,  he  hailed  us  with 
a  moft  reverential  falutation.  We  immedi- 
ately left  the  canoe,  and  walked  with  him 
upon  the  bank  of  the  canal  to  the  houfe. 

His  perfon  and  addrefs  were  ftrongly 
Impreflive,  being  at  once  graceful  and  digni- 
fied, although  fuch  as  to  convey  an  idea  of  the 
rigid  precifion  of  a  formal  old  fquare-toes. 
Much  had  been  reported  to  us  of  the  fituation, 
and  the  man,  whofe  eccentricity  is  become 
proverbial  in  the  colony.  Our  vifit,  there- 
fore, was  one  of  high  curiofity,  and  we  did 
not  return  without  experiencing  very  ample 
gratification, 

M.  Bercheych  is  a  remarkably  fine  old 
man.  He  is  robuft  and  fquare-built,  of  hale 
countenance  and  fturdy  form — very  eredt  in 
his  carriage,  andpofieffing  uncommon  activity, 
together  with  great  bodily  ftrength,  and  vaft 
energy  of  mind.  From  his  figure  and  the 
formality  of  his  addrefs,  he  appears  to  be  ftern 
and  unbending,  but  in  reality  he  is  affable, 
jocofe,  and  communicative,  and  has  nothing 
of  the  cold  referve  of  his  country  about  him. 
He  met  us  dreffed  in  coat,  waiftcoat,  and 
breeches  of  nankeen,  all  cut  in  the  true  an- 
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tiqne  ;  a  very  large  and  almofl:  cardinal  haf^ 
of  white  beaver  ;  fhoes  well  fquared  at  the 
extremities,  and  faftened  with  a  pair  of  plain 
fmall  buckles  ;  a  long  ftaff  in  his  hand,  and 
his  knuckles  ornamented  with  deep  rufHes. 
As  he  walked  his  ftaff  and  right  hand  rufRe 
made  an  exteniive  fweep,  defcribing  a  wide 
circle;  his  ftep  was  firm  and  decifive,  the  tail 
of  his  coat  moved  with  an  important  fwing 
from  fide  to  fide,  in  unifon  with  the  rnajeftic 
fway  of  his  body — and  his  general  air  was 
commanding  and  dignified.  On  arriving  at 
the  houfe,  he  welcomed  all  the  party  indivi- 
dually, going  through  the  ceremony  of  de- 
liberately taking  each  by  the  hand,  and  bow- 
ing to  him  with  the  profoimdeft  politenefs 
and  urbanity  :  fhewing,  at  the  fame  time, 
every  mark  of  refpe£t  and  hofpitality  to  the 
whole  body.  Wine  was  immediately  fet  be- 
fore us,  for  our  refrefhment  after  the  journey, 
and  we  took  our  feats  in  a  cool  romantic  little 
cottage,  which,  in  appearance,  and  in  the  fim- 
plicity  of  its  ftrudlure,  might  have  vied  with 
the  dwelling  of  a  hermit.  Its  walls  were 
built  with  the  caudices  of  the  leaves  of  a  fine 
fpecies  of  palm  called  Eta,  which  in  fubftance 
are  lighter  than  cane.  Thefe  were  placed 
together   perpendicularly,    and    refeaibled   a 


93 

number  of  well-arranged  columns  or  fmall  pil- 
lars, which  were  divided  and  fupported,  at 
intervals,  by  others  of  the  bamboo,  fomewhat 
larger  ;  nor  were  any  of  them  concealed  or 
defaced  with  paint,  paper,  or  ftucco,  but  all 
were  expofed  in  the  naked  fimplicity  of  their 
orginal  form.  The  partitions  dividing  the 
rooms  were  of  fimilar  ftrud:ure ;  the  floors 
were  of  brick  ;  the  windows,  fimple  openings 
in  the  walls  ;  and  the  furniture  of  plain  wood, 
unadorned.  In  point  of  fituation  too,  this 
native  little  cottage  might  have  been  a  her- 
mit's fit  abode  ;  for  it  is  placed  at  the  border 
of  a  wild  favanna,  overhung  with  heavy 
and  impenetrable  forefts,  and  far  removed 
from  the  bufy  tumult  of  the  world. 

The  eftate  Is  at  the  greateft  depth  from 
the  fea,  being  the  moft  diftant  that  has  yet  been 
cultivated  upon  the  Mahaica  creek,confequent- 
ly  it  is  moft  in  the  foreft,  and  neareft  to  the  wild 
Indians.  Deep  and  unexplored  woods  reach 
near  to  the  door  :  before  the  windows  grow 
cotton  bufhes  and  bananas  :  a  fmall  canal 
pafles  by  the  fide  of  the  cottage  :  and  the  only 
cxtenfive  view  is  over  a  wild  favanna,  carrying 
the  eye,  even  beyond  its  reach,  in  unbroken 
range  betw^een  the  favage  forefts. 
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Here  lives  a  man  of  refined  mannergj 
and  a  mod  adlive  mind,  cultivated  by  educa- 
tion, and  improved  by  having  lived  in  polifhed 
and  fafhionable  fociety.  M.  Bercbeych  is  one 
of  the  oldeft  inhabitants  of  the  colony  of 
Demarara,  having  refided  in  this  fettlement 
when  it  confided  of  only  two  plantations  j 
but  fmce  that  period  he  has  paffed  fifteen 
years  in  Holland,  where  he  lived  in  confider- 
able  fplendour,  fpent  his  time  amidft  the  beft 
fociety,  and  entered  into  all  the  gaiety  and 
diiTipation  of  the  Hague.  After  his  return  to 
this  coaft,  he  occupied  himfelf  in  cultivating 
a  large  eftate  called  Gorcum,  and,  perfonally, 
engaged  in  all  the  toil  and  fatigue  of  a  planter. 
At  this  lime  his  great  amufement,  and  the 
chief  relaxation  from  his  labours,  confifted  in 
domefticating  fiflies,  and  the  wild  birds  of  the 
foreft,  in  which  he  fucceeded  to  the  aftonifh- 
ment  of  all  who  vifited  his  home» 

By  whiftling  when  he  fed  them,  he 
trained  the  fiflies  not  barely  to  rife  to  the 
furface  of  the  water  at  his  call,  but  even  to 
leap  from  the  pond,  and  eat  out  of  his  hand  : 
and  from  taking  the  eggs  of  the  birds  and 
breeding  up  their  young,  or  taking  the  young, 
and   breeding  them   up  in  the  houfe,   then 
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iufferlng  them  to  hop  out  and  in  at  plea- 
fure,  and  to  fly  to  the  woods  as  foon  as  they 
were  able,  he  taught  them  to  return  freely 
to  the.houfe  for  food;  in  which  vifits  they 
were  fometimes  accompanied  by  others,  who 
came  to  partake  of  their  fare ;  and  thus  by 
conftant  feeding  and  attention,  he,  at  length, 
brought  many  of  them  to  be  fo  tame  that  they 
would  fly  in  at  the  window  of  his  room,  and 
fit  upon  pegs,  fixed  up  for  the  purpofe,  to 
warble  a  fong  ;  or,  at  his  time  of  dinner,  they 
would  come  in,  and  perch  upon  his  head  or 
his  fhoulder  to  partake  of  his  meal. 

You  will  grieve  to  hear  that  after  he  had 
built  the  houfe,  cultivated  the  fields,  and  orna- 
mented the  garden — after  he  had  trained  the 
fifhes  into  acquaintances,  and  taught  the  birds 
to  be  his  companions — in  fhort,  after  he  had 
adorned  this  delightful  home,  and  fafhioned 
it  to  his  tafte,  he  was  compelled,  by  hard  ne- 
cefl[ity,  to  difpofe  of  the  heart-loved  abode 
which  his  hands  had  formed,  in  order  to 
defray  the  incumbrances  its  improvements 
had  created. 

Being  deprived  of  his  favorite  Gorcum, 
his   a(Sive   mind,  ever   fertile   in  refources, 
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fought  new  employment  In  the  cultivation  of 
the  rude  fpot  which  forms  his  prefent  home, 
and  which  is  now  fo  improved  as  to  yield  a 
fertile  pi'oduce  in  cotton.  Until  very  recently 
he  had  lived  at  a  different  part  of  the  eftate, 
where  he  had  built  a  houfe,  and  near  to  it 
planted  a  garden,  which  yielded  a  plentiful 
fupply  of  choice  fruits  and  vegetables ;  but 
from  the  plantation  becoming  extenfive,  he 
finds  it  expedient  to  eftabliLh  his  refidence  at 
a  more  central  pare  of  it ;  he  has  therefore 
built  this  romantic  little  cottage,  to  ferve  as  a 
temporary  home,  from  whence  he  may  con- 
veniently fuperintend  the  erection  of  a  more 
fpacious,  and  more  permanent  abode,  at  a  fpot 
already  marked  out  for  that  purpofe. 

Of  his  mode  of  living  the  fliortnefs  of 
our  vifit  allowed  us  but  little  opportunity  to 
judge.  If  not  fumptuous,  it  was  at  lead 
liberal,  for  his  garden  and  eftate  afford  a  very 
ample  fupply  of  plain  and  wholefome  pro- 
vifions.  His  flocks  and  herds  were  nume- 
rous, and  his  plantation  exhibited  a  more 
abundant  flock  of  cows,  flieep,  and  poultry 
than  was  common  at  other  eftates.  For  din- 
ner he  gave  us  both  mutton  and  beef,  each 
very  excellent  of  its  kind.     The  defert  con- 
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lifted  of  eggs  and  fome  uncommonly  fine 
figs.  Madeira  wine  was  our  drink.  This 
and  water  form  the  whole  lift:  of  liqueurs  at 
the  home  of  the  hofpitable  Bercheych.  Nei- 
ther rum,  brandy,  Hollands  nor  any  other 
kind  of  fpirit  does  he  ever  ufe.  Beer  is 
equally  unknown  at  his  table.  Punch  he 
never  drinks,  and  he  remarked  that  he  had 
therefore  no  occafion  for  fugar,  which  is  ac- 
cordingly unknown  in  his  family  as  an  article 
of  confumption.  Not  being  in  the  habit  of 
iifmg  any,  he  does  not  buy  it,  nor  is  a  fmgle 
grain  of  it  to  be  found  in  his  houfe.  But 
what  will  be  deemed  ftill  more  ftrange,  is  that, 
although  a  Dutchman,  he  never  fmokes  ;  nor 
has  under  his  roof  either  pipes  or  tobacco. 

We  were  ferved  only  by  females,  of 
whom  M.  Bercheych  has  the  fineft  affeni- 
btage  I  have  yet  feen  among  the  people  of 
colour.  We  learned  that  it  was  one  of  the 
peculiarities  of  our  hoft  not  to  fufFer  a  male 
to  inhabit  his  houfe.  His  attendants  are  all 
of  the  feminine  gender,  and,  from  their  hands, 
both  himfelf  and  his  gueft:s  receive  the  offer- 
ings of  his  bounty.  His  habits  are  focial : 
but  men  are  only  admitted  as  vifitors.  In 
Other  refpeds  alfo  he  differs  from  thofe  lonely 
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beings  to  v;hom,  from  its  retirement  and  fim- 
plicity,  his  neat  little  cell  might  have  belonged. 
He  is  not  a  folitary  reclufe,  nor  does  he  deny 
himfelf  the  enjoyments  of  life.  For  the  beau 
fexe  he  has  ftrong  attachments,  and  he  does 
not  hold  it  needful  to  forego  the  gratification 
of  his  paflions.  His  cottage  is  a  rich  feraglio 
— himfelf  the  fultan.  A  liner  colledion  of 
half-naked  belles  it  were  difficult  to  meet  with. 
They  confift  of  Indians,  negroes,  mulattoes, 
and  a  finely  formed  race  between  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  woods  and  the  blacks.  One  of 
the  mulattoes.  from  her  drefs  and  ornaments, 
appeared  to  be  the  reigning  fultana  of  the  day. 
The  number  of  females  about  the  cottage  was 
fixteen  or  fevcnteen,  all  well  feleded,  and  the 
mofi;  beautiful  of  their  race.  Six  or  feven  of 
them  are  of  an  age  to  acknowledge  the  kind 
fmiles  of  their  lord  ;  the  others  are  growing 
up,  one  above  another,  In  fucceffion,  fo  that 
each  in  her  turn  will  probably  become  the 
favorite  Have  of  their  majeftic  feignor.  A 
Turkifh  fultan,  fele<fting  from  his  beft  domi- 
nions, mi^ht  not  boaft  of  finer  forms,  nor  of 
more  obedient  and  devoted  Haves  than  thefe 
of  the  ftately  Bercheych  ;  who  has  all  the 
advantage  of  feeing  the  virgins  of  his  haram 
^row  up  under  his  own  eye,  knowing  them 
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to  be  his  fole  and  abfolute  property — not 
merely  the  flaves  of  his  paffions,  but  alfo  of 
his  caprice  and  his  fortune. 

Among  the  female  property  of  M.  Ber- 
cheych  we  faw  an  uncommonly  handfome 
family  of  negroes,  confiding  of  three  genera- 
tions, very  ftrongly  refembling  each  other  in 
feature,  from  the  grand-daughter  of  three 
years  old,  to  the  grand-mother  upwards  of 
iixty.  They  were  all  of  fine  form,  and  ia 
face  very  unlike  the  common  race  of  negroes, 
having  neither  the  thick  lip,  the  large  mouth, 
nor  the  wide  flat  nofe.  Their  features  were 
regular,  their  nofes  prominent,  and  fome- 
what  aquiline,  and  their  teeth  and  eyes  pe- 
culiarly fine.  The  old  woman  was  ftrong 
and  healthy,  of  a£live  upright  figure,  and 
without  any  marks  of  advanced  age.  The 
daughter  was  the  cottage-cook,  a  tall  neat- 
looking  woman  about  thirty  years  old,  whofe 
face  and  perfon  were  ftrikingly  handiome. 
Four  of  the  grand-daughterl  were  prefent— 
all  pretty,  and  in  feature  the  very  images  of 
the  mother  and  grand-mother — the  elded  was 
about  fixteen  years  of  age,  and  both  in  face 
and  form  by  far  the  lovelieft  nymph  we  had 
feen  of  her  colour — fo  beautiful  indeed  as  to 
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diipute  the  palm  of  the  feragUo.  No  doubt 
the  good  old  grand-mother  will  have  early 
occafion  to  witnefs  the  further  difFufion  of  her 
femblance  in  the  fourth  generation.  The 
whole  family  were  peculiarly  neat  and  clean 
in  their  perfons,  and  highly  refpedful  in  their 
behaviour  towards  others.  Although  flaves, 
they  were  as  refpedtable,  and  obferved  as 
much  of  propriety  and  decorum  in  their  con- 
du£t,  as  the  beft  regulated  domeftics  of  Eu- 
rope :  in  fine  they  did  honor  to  the  excellent 
regulations  and  difcipline  of  their  owner  ; 
whofe  home,  and  every  thing  about  it,  is  ex- 
emplary in  point  of  neatnefs  and  order. 

The  old  gentleman  is  rigid  and  impera- 
tive towards  his  flaves,  but  his  government 
is  fo  tempered  with  kindnefs  and  humanity, 
that  he  is  obeyed  more  from  efteem,  than 
from  fear  or  compuliion.  In  the  obfervance^ 
of  politenefs  Mynheer  Bercheych  delcends  to 
the  corredeft  minutiae.  From  his  appearance, 
his  manners,  addrefs,  and  ftaiely  carriage, 
he  might  pafs  for  an  old  Englifh  baron.  The 
formal  fyflem  of  bowing,  he  fupports  wiih 
the  tenacity  of  a  very  Dutchman.  Not  a 
true-born  fon  of  all- bowing  hat-lifung  Leyden 
itfelf,  could  be  more  precifely   pojite.  ,    He- 
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even  requires,  and  returns  a  ceremonious  fa- 
lutation  every  time  that  he  is  met  or  pafled  by 
any  of  his  flaves — not  one  of  whom  dares  to 
go  by  him  without  being  uncovered.  A  negro 
belonging  to  another  planter  attempted  to  pafs 
him  without  offering  the  necelTary  falute, 
and  he  immediately  gave  him  a  ftripe  with 
his  cane,  obferving  that  if  he  did  not  know 
good  manners  he  muft  be  taught  j  then  turn- 
ing to  us,  he  faid,  *'  gentlemen,  if  even  a 
flave  bows  to  me,  I  take  off  my  own  hat  in 
return,  becaufe  I  would  not  fuffer  a  negro  to 
fliew  more  of  politenefs  and  good  manners 
than  myfelf ;  but  if  he  attempts  to  pafs  me 
without  proper  obfervance,  I  always  deem  it 
right  to  inftrudt  him  that  refpedt  is  due  to 
the  whites." 

The  afternoon  paffed  away  very  plea- 
fantly,  the  converfation  being  enlivened  by 
the  fprightlinefs  and  vivacity  of  our  hoft,  who 
entertained  us  with  a  fund  of  anecdote  re» 
garding  a  variety  of  fubjeds,  fuch  as  the  ne- 
groes and  Indians — his  own  fituation  and 
purfuits — his  talents  in  fhooting,  as  well  with 
the  common  arrow,  and  the  poifoned  arrow, 
as  with  the  gun  and  the  piftol — his  induftry 
in  cultivating  new  land — his  perfeverancc  in 
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domefticating  birds  and  filhes— tlie  treatment 
of  his  Haves — his  condud  refpeding  his  ibn, 
and  manv  other  fubjeds.     We  found  him  a 
well-bred  intelligent  man,  and  were  pleafed 
to  remark,  that  although  he  lives  in  a  manner 
fecluded  from  the  v/orld,  amidft  wild  men  and 
flaves,  and  uncultured  beings  of  various  crofles 
and  complexions,  giving  loofe  to  his  favorite 
jjaflion,  and  indulging  his  appetites  in  all  of 
native  freedom,  he  flill  preferves  the  dignity 
of  a  gentleman,  and  difplays  all  the  fuperio- 
i*ity  of  a  well-educated  and  enlightened  mind. 
From  his  manners,  and  his  years,  he  is  highly 
refpedtable,  as  alfo  from  his   talents,  and  un- 
wearied induftry.  The  firft  impreflion,  arifmg 
from  his  figure  and  addrefs,  is  that  of  a  ftern 
juftice  of  the  peace,  or  a  rigid  country  efquire 
of  the  old  fchool  :  but  the  referve  of  his  ex- 
terior is  foon  removed  by  the  eafe  and  affa- 
bility of  his  ccnverfation.     He  is  particularly 
well  verfed  in  the  hiftory  and  policy  of  thefe 
fettlements,  and  we  derived  both  inftrudion 
and  amufement  from  his   remarks.     Indeed 
we  found  him   altogether  fo  interefting  as  to 
wifh  the  hours  we  paiTed  in  his  fociety  could 
have  been  lengthened  into   days,  and  were 
grieved  when  the  moment  arrived  for  taking 
our  departure.     For  my  own  part  I  may  aver 
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that  I  have  feldom  fpent  a  few  hours  with 
equal  gratification  and  improvement ,  or  in 
many  refpedts  fo  congenial  to  my  wiQies  ; 
for  fo  entertaining  were  his  anecdotes,  and  fo 
inftruilive  and  intelligent  his  narratives,  that 
I  could  have  lent  a  willing  ear  from  Sunday 
morning  to  Saturday  night.  At  the  fame 
time  fome  parts  of  his  hiftory  caufed  feelings 
of  forrow  and  concern,  particularly  the  pathe- 
tic account  of  his  being  compelled  to  abandon 
his  improvements  at  Gorcum,  which  had 
been  the  cherifhed  offspring  of  his  toil,  and 
the  fond  folace  of  his  cares.  Although  marks 
of  eccentricity  of  character  certainly  betrayed 
themfelves,  and  fome  errors  of  difcretion 
might  be  traced,  ftill  we  could  not  but  con- 
template M.  Bercheych  as  great  in  misfortune, 
and  philofophical  in  retirement. 

Nothing  could  exceed  the  neatnefs  of 
arrangement  which  difplayed  itfelf  about  his 
little  cottage  home.  Plainnefs  and  fimplicity 
prevailed  throughout,  but  a  palace  could  not 
be  cleaner,  nor  maintained  in  greater  order.  A 
fmall  dairy,  of  exquifite  contrivance,  was  mod 
delicately  fitted  up,  and  appeared  delightfully 
frefh  and  cool ;  a  little  poultry  yard,  enclofed 
with  a  fancy  paling,  was  a  perfed  model  of 
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tade — and  every  thing  around  exhibited  fome 
mark  of  excellence — ibme  teftimony  of  having 
courted  the  ingenious  hand  of  its  induftrious 
and  eccentric  owner. 

Around  the  cottage  he  has  cut  a  deep 
wet  foire,  which  forms  a  protedling  barrier, 
and  prevents  any  perfon  from  approaching 
his  refidence,  but  by  way  of  a  narrow  plank 
placed  acrofs  the  ditch,  dire6lly  in  front  of 
the  dwelling ;  and  fo  extremely  rigid  is  he 
in  his  exclufion  of  male-beings,  that  not  even 
a  negro  is  allowed  to  crofs  this  plank  without 
firft  obtaining  his  exprefs  leave.  In  the  plan 
of  the  newhoufe  which  he  intends  to  ered,  is 
an  encircling  ditch  or  moat  of  fourteen  or  fix- 
teen  feet  wide,  which  he  experts  will  provQ 
complete  defence  to  his  retired  feraglio. 

From  living  fo  much  among  the  In-^ 
dlans  M.  Bercheych  is  well  acquainted  with 
their  man,ners  and  cuftoms,  and  feels  himfelf 
quite  at  home  amidft  them.  He  amufed  us 
by  {hooting  with  the  Indian  bow  and  arrow, 
and  we  were  furprifed  to  obferve  with  what 
accuracy  he  was  able  to  hit  his  mark.  He 
very  kindly  prefented  me  with  fome  fpeci-^ 
mens  in    natural  hiflory — alfo  fome  of  ^he 
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native  procla£t'ions  of  Indian  manufadure, 
and  very  obligingly  offered  to  procure  me  a 
model  of  an  Indian  houfe,  made  by  feme  of 
the  bucks.  This,  with  fuch  other  fpeclmens 
as  I  may  colle6l,  I  fliall  hope,  fome  day  or 
other,  to  have  the  pleafure  of  flievving  you  in 
England. 

Delighted  with  the  cottage,  and  ftiil 
more  interefted  with  the  man,  w^e  let  the 
evening  clofe  in  upon  our  reluctant  departure, 
and  had  to  avail  ourfelves  of  the  moon  as  a 
guide  in  our  return  down  the  river.  We 
walked  fome  diftance  at  the  fide  of  the  canal 
before  we  came  to  the  canoe  ;  and  were  ac- 
companied to  the  place  of  embarkation  by 
M.  Bercheych,  followed  by  two  of  his  fine  cot- 
tage nymphs,  who  were  directed  to  attend 
with  fome  wine  jrlafl'es  and  two  bottles  of  Ma- 
deira.  One  of  thefe  was  to  be  emptied  to  the 
fuccefs  of  the  new  home,  on  reaching  the 
place,  where  it  was  to  be  erected  :  the  other 
was  to  fupply  the  parting  glafs  on  our  flep- 
ping  into  the  canoe.  Thefe  ceremonies  were 
accordingly  obferved  in  due  form,  and  after 
feeing  us  fafely  feated  and  afloat,  the  friendly 
Bercheych  bade  us  cordially  good  night,  ear- 
neftly  entreating  us  foon  to  repeat  our  vifit. 
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He  then  bowed  to  us  as  profoundly  as  on 
our  arrival,  and  placing  hirnfelf  between  his 
two  tender  fupporters,  trod  back  his  path  in 
fultanic  ftep,  to  his  fond  and  fequeftered  re- 
treat. 

The  tide  being  again  in  our  favor,  the 
flaves  paddled  us  with  great  fpeed  down  the 
river  as  far  as  Mr.  Graham's,  and  there,  quit- 
ting the  canoe,  the  major  and  myfelf  took 
our  chaife,  and  the  other  gentlemen  their 
horfes,  and  we  finifhed  this  delightful  day 
by  a  pleafant  moonlight  ride  acrofs  the  cotton 
fields  to  our  barracks. 
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Mahaica,  Sept.  4. 

An  opportunity  now  offers  of  addrefling  you 
by  a  conveyance  which  holds  out  every  pro- 
bability of  my  letter  reaching  you  in  fafety. 
The  93d  and  99th  regiments  being  draughted 
into  the  39th,  the  officers  are  about  to  return 
to  England,  and  I  commit  my  letter  to  the 
care  of  one  of  theie  gentlemen,  who  wiP  be 
good  enough  to  fee  it  delivered.  Would  I 
could  propofe  any  means  equally  probable  of 


my  receiving  tidings  from  you  !  But  1  am  for- 
ry  to  obferve,  that  ail  our  former  uncertainties 
remain.  We  are  ftill  in  the  fame  ftate  of  fuf- 
penfe,  continuing  between  the  two  (laffs  of  the 
Charibbee  iflands  and  of  St.  Domingo,  as  if 
belonging  to  neither— at  the  fame  time  ex- 
ped:ing  daily  to  be  ordered  to  Hifpaniola,  yet 
without  any  intimation  when  we  are  to  be  re- 
lieved. Under  thefe  circumftances,  I  can  only 
fay  as  before,  continue  to  addrefs  to  me  at  the 
head  quarters  of  the  St.  Domingo  army  :  I 
may  then  have  the  hope  of  fome  day  or  other 
meeting  all  your  remembrances. 

It  is  now  a  whole  year  fince  I  left  Lon- 
don, and  ten  long  months  have  pafled  away 
fnice  my  departure  from  England,  during 
which  time  I  have  not  heard  from  any  of  the 
friends  I  left  behind.  To  them  I  have  writ- 
ten in  frequent  remembrance,  but  from  not 
hearing  in  return,!  am  fubjeded  to  all  the  un- 
certainty and  apprehenfion  of  my  letters  not 
having  arrived,  although  I  fondly  flatter  my- 
felf  that  fome  of  the  many  I  have  forwarded 
mud  have  been  received. 


Of  news  you  will  exped  but  little  from 
this  quarter.     We  hold  quiet  pofTeflion  of  the 


I09  * 

colonies  which  furrendered  to  us,  and  the  cul- 
tivation and  commerce  is  profecutcd  with  as 
much  induftry  as  though  we  were  refting  in 
the  bofom  of  peace.  Great  numbers  of  flaves 
have  been  imported,  (ince  our  arrival,  andBri- 
tifli  property  is  employed  to  extend  and  im- 
prove the  fettlements,  with  no  lefs  ardor  than 
might  be  expeded  if  thefe  valuable  poflefiions 
were  confirmed  to  England  by  a  definitive 
treaty,  guaranteed  by  the  ftrongeft  powers  in 
Europe. 

Although  we  are  left  in  tranquillity  by  the 
<?nemy,  we  have,  occafionally,  fome  tempora- 
ry alarms,  from  the  appearance  of  ftrange 
Ihipsof  war  off  the  coaft,  but  com.monly,  be- 
fore the  troops  have  had  time  to  aflem.ble  at 
their  polls,  our  fears  are  difpelled  by  difcover- 
ing  the  veffels  to  be  of  our  own  nation. 

How  fincerely  do  I  wifh,  that  I  could 
report  as  favorably  refpei^ing  the  interrup- 
tions caufed  by  another  of  our  foes— that  word 
and  moft  fatal  enemy,  difeafe  !  But  alas  !  his 
hoflility  is  fearfully  a<£live,  and  allows  us  no 
repofe.  Againft  him  we  are  kept  every  hoar 
upon  the  alert,  or  in  adual  combat ;  for  not 
conient  with  threats  and  menaces,   he  openly 
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files  to  the  attack,  and  fcarcely  leaves  us  a  hope 
of  quarter.  Engaged  in  the  fervice  of  an  in- 
fatiate  commander,  he  proves  himfelf  the  too 
faithful  page  of  hungry  death. 

The  gentlemen  now  returning  from  thefe 
colonies  to  England  will  not  have  it  in  their 
power  to  give  a  very  pleafmg  picture  of  the 
country  or  the  climate,  for  it  has  happened  that 
the  whole  of  the  time  they  have  pafled  here 
has  been  divided  between  the  wet  feafon  and 
the  feafon  of  ficknefs.  Their  account  might, 
therefore,  be  comprized  in  few  words,  by  tel- 
ing  their  friends,  that  Guiana  is  a  country  of 
wet  ditches y  and  muddy  roads ^  inhabited  by 
difeafe  and  death  t  But  although  this  would 
be  a  true  dcfcription,  it  would  not  be  a  fair  one, 
for  the  dry  feafon  is  now  fetting  in,  and  we 
are  allured,  that  bright  Hygeia  will  foon  chafe 
away  our  maladies,  the  country  become  plea- 
fant — the  roads  peculiarly  good — and  the  cli- 
mate genial  and  falubrious.  Already  indeed 
we  have  been  without  rain  for  feveral  days, 
and  the  fteady  breeze,  increafed  in  ftrength, 
promifes,  in  alliance  with  powerful  Phoebus, 
to  fubdue  the  lethal  vapours  of  this  unkindly 
feafon. 
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I  lament  exceedingly  that  it  is  not  in  my 
power  to  announce  to  you,  by  the  prefent  oc- 
cafion,  fome  progrefs   in  the  health-improve- 
ment  which  we  are  led  to  anticipate  :  we  ob- 
ferve  that  the  men  are  moft  frequently  attack- 
ed during,  or  immediately  after  expofure  to 
great  heat  or  fatigue.     The    more  robuft  and 
plethoric — thofe  occupied  as  cooks,  or  black- 
fmiths, — boat  parties — men  occupied  in  fifhing 
— non-commiffioned  ofEcers — fentinels — and 
thofe  who  have  been  employed  as  fervants  to 
officers,  have  been  moft  fubjedl  to  the  difeafe. 
In  particular  a  boat  party,  employed  to  fetch 
water  down  the  river  for  the  ufe  of  the  hofpi- 
tal  and  the  barracks,  have  been  fo  invariably 
attacked  in  a  kind  of  fucceffion  upon  that  du. 
ty,  that  it  has  been  found  neceffary  to  procure 
a  crew  of  negroes  for  this  exprefs  purpofe.     It 
has  alfo  been  deemed  requifite  to  abandon  the 
comfort  derived  from  the  occafional  fupply  of 
an  article  of  frefh  provifion,  in  confequence 
of  the  men  who  were  employed  to  draw  the 
feine  for  fifh,  being  found  peculiarly  fufcepti- 
ble  of  the  fever.  ^ 

The  fpeed  with  which  the  j'.track  fuc- 
ceeds  the  expofure  to  great  heat  and  fadgue  is 
no  lefs   remarkal^le,    in  many    in  fiances,  than 
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the  rapidity  with  which,  in  thefe  or  other 
cafes,  the  dileafe  runs  on  to  death.  Only  yef- 
terday  morning,  in  returning  from  the  hofpi- 
tal  to  my  breakfaft,  I  was  accofted,  on  paffing 
the  foldiers'  barrack,  and  requefted  to  vifit  the 
drum-major,  whom  I  found  dangeroufly  iil 
with  fever  ;  although  on  my  way  to  the  hof- 
pital,  but  a  lliort  time  before,  I  had  feen  him 
walking  in  the  cotton  field  apparently,  and  to 
his  own  belief,  as  well  as  any  man  in  the  regi- 
ment. At  the  fame  time  1  was  defired  to  look 
at  a  foldier,  who  was  lying  at  the  fide  of  the 
drum-major,  and  was  faid  to  be  complaining. 
This  man  alfo  proved  to  be  in  a  dangerous  flats 
of  fever,  and  on  inquiry,  I  learned  that  he  had 
been  attacked  the  day  before,  immediately  af- 
ter hurrying  nearly  a  mile  to  fetch  fome  por- 
ter, I  likewife  faw  two  or  three  others,  in  the 
fame  barrack,  who  had  been  fuddenly  taken  ill 
on  guard,  and  were  now  about  to  increafe  our 
crowded  lift  at  the  hofpital. 


A  few  days  ago,  on  my  palling  by  the 
guard-houfe,  I  obferved  a  grenadier,  named 
Chapman,  fitting  among  the  men  who  were 
upon  guard,  feemingly  unwell;  and  on  my  afi:- 
ing  him  if  he  was  fick,  he  anfwered  in  a  firm 
^rong  voice,  that  he  felt   *  a  little  poorly  'w'ttb 
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head-ach,  but  not  ill ;"  ftill  I  perceived  that  he 
had  more  of  indifpofition  about  him,  than  he 
was  aware  of,  and  I  was  the  more  particular- 
ly led  to  notice  any  fymptoms  of  difeafe  in  this 
man  from  his  having  been  repeatedly  an  ob- 
ject of  converfation  and  remark,  in  health.  He 
was  a  hardy  robuft  grenadier,  and  from  having 
been  much  expofed  on  fatigue-duty  in  Ire- 
land, during  the  time  of  the  ficknefs  which 
the  troops  had  experienced  at  Spike  Ifland  and 
at  Cove  ;  from  having  fupported  much  of  fimi- 
lar  duty  on  the  paflage  ;  and  alfo  a  confider- 
able  (hare  fmce  his  arrival  in  the  Weft  Indies, 
without  fuffering  from  it,  the  officers  had 
pointed  him  out  to  me,  as  a  perfon  who  was 
*'  fecure  againft  even  yellow-fever^  and  tJoe  doc- 
torsT  He  was  fitting  in  his  ufual  clothing, 
talking  to  the  men  of  the  guard,  fenfible  only 
of  flight  head-ach,  and  laflicude  :  but  as  I  faw 
evidently  that  it  was  an  attack  of  fever,  with- 
out mentioning  this  to  him,  I  hinted  that  it 
would  be  better  he  fhould  go  to  the  hofpital,  if 
he  was  at  all  unwell,  in  order  that  he  might 
have  the  benefit  of  medical  attendance,  and  of 
fuch  remedies  as  his  cafe  required.  He  inftant- 
ly  exprefTed  great  alarm,  and  faid,  "  I  am  not 
ill :  if  you  take  me  to  the  hofpital^  IJJjall  catch  the 
fever  and  dieT — On  my  ftating  the  improprl- 
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ety  of  his  remaining  among  the  well  men,  and 
not  ufmg  the  proper  means  of  recovery,  he 
repHed  "  I  am  iiotfick^  and  only  isoant  an  appe- 
tite to  he  quite  ivell^^  and  when  I  urged'  him 
further  to  go  into  the  hofpital,  he  anfwered 
with  quicknefs,  "  Indeed  I  amnot  bad^  and  if  I 
was,  I  would  ratherjlab  myfelf  at  once,  than  go 
*where  fo  many  are  dying  every  day  of  yellow 
fever  y  Poorfellow!  he  was  wholly  unconfcious, 
that  the  difeafe,  he  fo  much  dreaded,  was  upon, 
him — and  as  I  found  that  his  terror  of  the  hof- 
pital was  quite  infurmountable,  I  did  not  aug- 
ment his  alarm,  either  by  infilling  upon  his  be- 
ing carried  thither,  or  by  telling  him  that  the 
fever  had  already  feized  him  ;  but  in  order 
that  he  might  be  removed  from  the  guard- 
room, I  gave  diredlions  for  a  hammock  to  be 
put  up  under  the  piazza  of  the  houfe,  where 
he  might  be  in  quiet,  and  entirely  alone.  This 
beingdone,  without  delay, I  prevailed  upon  him 
to  go  diredlly,  and  lie  down,  and  was  glad  to 
fee  him  fafe  in  bed  ;  for,  in  my  converfation 
with  him,  I  had  difcovered  enough  to  caufe 
llrong  apprehenfions  left  he  fliould  die,  amidfb 
the  men  of  the  guard,  before  we  could  have 
him  removed  !  Although  he  felt  fo  little  of  ill- 
nefs,  and  thofe  around  him  were  fo  wholly 
infenfibkofhis  peril,  there  was  an  indefcriba- 
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ble  fomething  about  him,  particularly  in  his 
countenance,  which  befpake  extreme  danger  ; 
and  from  which  the  eye  of  experience  might 
fee  that  he  was  foon  to  die  !  After  having  him 
placed  in  the  hammock,    and  prefcribing  for 
him  fuch  remedies  as  were  neceflary,  I  inftru6t- 
ed  the  medical  gentlemen,  v/ho   had    lately 
arrived  at  this  poll  to   give   me  affiftance,   to 
pay  particular  attention  to  his  cafe,  remarking, 
that  from  his  prefent  appearance,  I  fhould  not 
be  furprized  if,  in  the  courfe  of  an  hour  or  two, 
I  fhould  learn  that  he  w^as  dead.     The  event 
verified  my   fufpicions:  a  convulfive  tremor 
of  the    mufcles    quickly    feized  him,  and  at 
noon  he  was  a  corpfe  !    Such  are   the  fevers 
of  this  climate  !    Often  a  man  is  well  in  the 
morning,  and  at  night  is  no  more  :  nor  is  it 
poffible  for  any  one,  who  has  not  feen  many 
cafes  of  the  difeafe,  to  judge  of  the  degree  of 
danger  w^hich  threatens  thofe  who  are  attack- 
ed.    Chapman  had  been  one  of  the  party  em- 
ployed to   drag  the   filhing  net    in  the   fea, 
and  I  have  been  the  more  minute  in   relatins: 
his  cafe,  becaufe,  in  him,  the  circumftances  I 
have  mentioned  were  ftrikingly  exemplified. 
He  was  a   man    who  poffefled  great  flrength 
of  conftitution — had  been  expofed  to  the  heat 
of  the  fun  imnxediately  previous  to  the  at- 
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tack — and  was  very  rapidly  deftroyed  by  the 
difeafe. 

But  you  will  tell  me  not  to  dwell  on  tales 
of  fadnefs  and  diftrefs  ;   I  therefore  obey,  and 
haften  to  lead  you  to  a  fcene  of  joy  and  glad- 
nefs,  in  which  I  am  fure  your  heart  will  cor- 
dially participate  :  but  the  powers  of  defcrip- 
tion  fail  me,  and  I  ought  to  invoke  fuperior 
aid  to  affift  my  pen  in  reprefenting  what  my 
bofom  felt.     I  had  ordered  the  convalefcents 
to  be  alTembled,  from  all  the  different  wards 
and  hofpitals,  and  paraded  upon  the  beach,  that 
I    might  carefully  infpedl  them,   in    order  to 
judge  what  number  were  fit  to  be  removed  to  a 
diftant  poft  for  change  of  air  and  place  ;  and  to 
give  room  at  the  hofpital  for  the  better  accom- 
^  modationof  thefick — and  the  pleafure  which  I 

witnefled  upon  the  countenances  of  thefe  poor 
men,  and  which  fwelled  at  my  own  heart,  on 
the  occafion,  was  far  greater  than  words  can 
tell.  A  very  confiderable  body  of  pale,  feeble, 
and  emaciated  beings  were  brought  together, 
and,  being  drawn  up,  on  the  parade,  they  hailed 
each  other,  in  cheerful  greetings,  like  mea 
raifed  from  the  dead.  Joy  gladdened  every 
eye  ;  the  comrade  hailed  his  friend  as  one  re- 
turned from  the  grave  j  all   were   happy,  and 
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the  delight  of  again  feeing  each  other,  fhonc 
in'every  face.  The  meeting  was  an  exhilar- 
ating cordial  to  them.  Mirth  and  livelinefs 
fpread  around — wit  and  repartee  prevailed, 
and  they  addrefled  each  other,  in  quaint  jokes, 
and  comic  gratulations,  defcriptive  of  their 
late  dangers,  and  their  prefent  efcape.  This 
cffedl  of  bringing  them  together  gave  me  great 
pleafure,  and  on  feeing  fo  numerous  a  body 
faved  from  the  very  jaws  of  death,  I  v.'as  no 
lefs  delighted  than  the  happieft  of  the  party. 
Theirappearancewasdiftrefsful,  and  their  pallid 
ghallly  vifages,  and  emaciated  figures  to  men 
lefs  converfant  with  the  more  direful  examples 
of  difeafe,  might  have  conveyed  the  idea  of 
fpeedy  diflblution,  rather  than  of  approaching 
health  :  but  to  thofe  who  had  themfelves  been 
in  a  far  worfe  ftate,  and  who  had  long  been 
lying,  furrounded  with  the  fick  and  the  dying, 
no  appearances  could  be  difpiriting,  while  they 
and  their  comrades  were  able  to  fupport  them- 
felves upon  their  legs. 

I  may  llkewife  mention  to  you  another 
inftance,  which  has  lately  afforded  me  a  high 
degree  of  pleafure.  On  making  my  evening 
vifit  one  night  at  the  hofpital,  as  I  approached  I 
heard  aloud  fcreaming  from  one  of  thepatients, 
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whom  I  found  ftruggllnginviolentconvulfions, 
and  apparently  finking  into  the  arms  of  death. 
Hi^  puh'e  was  feeble  and  tremulous,  his  coun- 
tenance coUapfed,  and  his  extremities  cold. 
More  with  the  view  of  preventing  the  other 
patients  from  fancying  that  we  could  negledt 
any  one,  when  he  feemed  moft  to  require  our 
aid,  than  from  any  hope  of  relieving  him,  I 
directed  the  cold  afperfion,  with  blifters,  and 
volatiles  to  be  adminiftered— fully  exped;ing 
to  find  him  dead  at  my  next  vifit.  On  my 
way  to  the  hofpital  the  following  morning, 
I  overtook  two  very  decent  female  flaves,  a 
black  and  a  mulatto,  who  were  going,  they 
faid,  to  vifit  Jofcph  ;  and  on  my  learning  that 
Jofeph  was  the  patient  I  had  feen  fo  ill  in  the 
evening,  1  advifed  them  to  go  back,  telling 
them,  that  I  feared  they  were  too  late  to  fee 
him  alive.  They  were  extremely  afiedied  at 
tbe  news,  but  ftill  proceeded  to  the  hofpital, 
and  not  lefs  to  their  furprize  than  mine,  found 
the  poor  man  able  to  receive  them  with  a  fmile, 
and  to  fpeak  to  them. 

I  partook  moil  cordially  in  their  joy  at 
feeing  him  fo  much  recovered,  and  had  addi- 
tional pleafure  in  obferving  with  what  delight 
and  jQitisfaction  thefe  happy  flaves  gave    to 
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their  refufcitated  favorite  feveral  little  pled- 
ges of  tendernefs,  fuch  as  a  bit  of  fugai-cane, 
two  or  three  green  oranges,  and  other  things 
to  moiften  his  fevered  lipSo  Jofeph  ftill  remains 
in  the  hofpital,  and  you  will  feel  affured  that 
he  receives  the  moft  affiduous  attention  both 
from  myfelf,  and  the  two  kind  flaves,  who 
fympathize  in  his  fufferings  ;  and  although 
he  is  not  yet  out  of  danger,  we  are  not  without 
the  hope  of  feeing  him  reftored  to  health  and 
his  friends. 

We  are  told  by  the  planters,  that  fince 
the  arrival  of  the  Engiifli  in  thefe  colonies, 
the  people  of  colour  are  grown  unufually  dif- 
obedient,  and  even  infolent ;  which  is  attri- 
buted to  our  being  more  lenient  towards  ihem 
than  their  Dutch  mailers.  Whether  or  not 
this  be  admitted  as  the  caufe,  it  has  happened 
that  two  very  recent  inftances  have  occurred 
in  proof  of  the  fad:,  and  which  have  made  it 
neceffary  to  ufe  means  of  corre6:ing  their 
daring  prefumption.  Confiftent  with  the  rules 
of  the  fort,  the  officer  on  guard  is  Inftru<5led 
to  examuie  every  veifel  that  pafies,  in  order 
to  afcertain  whither  fhe  is  bound,  and  with 
what  cargo  freighted.  Yefterday  a  boat  going 
from  Mahaica  creek  refifted  the  orders  of  the 
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guard,  and,  in  defiance  of  the  fentlnel,  attempt- 
ed to  pafs  without  bringing  to.  After  hailing 
her  feveral  times  in  vain,  the  foldier  was  di- 
rected to  fire  into  her,  which  being  promptly- 
obeyed,  the  crew  became  intimidated,  and  let 
go  the  anchor.  The  mafter  was  then  defired 
to  come  on  fhore  to  give  an  account  of  his 
veflel  and  cargo,  and  to  explain  his  conduct ; 
when  it  proved  that  none  but  people  of  colour 
were  on  board,  and  that  this  infulting  dif- 
obedience  of  the  rules  of  the  fort  was  their 
own  ad.  It  was  therefore  deemed  neceflary 
o  make  an  example  of  the  mulatto  com- 
mander, in  order  to  fhew  the  flaves  that  fuch 
difrefpe(St  would  not  efcape  with  impunity. 
The  crew  were  accordingly  brought  on  fhore, 
and  made  to  witnefs  the  punifliment  of  their 
commander ;  who  was  laid  down  before  them 
and  flogged  by  one  of  the  negro  drivers  be- 
longing to  the  fort. 

This  morning  another  veflel  was  hailed 
from  the  battery,  yet  flie  mofl:  daringly  pro- 
ceeded on  her  pafl^age,  in  defpite  of  the  fenti- 
nei  and  the  whole  of  the  guard.  Finding  that 
fhe  did  not  bring  to,  on  being  repeatedly 
hailed,  the  fentinel  was  ordered  to  fire  upon 
her,  which  he  did  three  times  without  the 
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crew  paying  any  regard  to  it :  on  whicTi  one 
of  the  cannon  was  fired  from  the  battery. 
This  was  likewife  difregarded,  and  their  te- 
merity ftill  led  them  on.  Another  gun  was 
then  fired  loaded  with  grape-fliot.  Still  they 
were  heedlefs  of  the  danger,  and  proceeded  in 
defiance  of  every  attempt  to  bring  them  to  an 
anchor.  The  breeze  was  ftrong,  and  availing 
themfelves  of  its  fulleft  effe6t,  they  were  out 
of  reach  before  a  third  (hot  could  overtake 
them. 

We  are  informed  that  a  fyflem  of  fmug- 
gling  was  carried  on  to  a  great  extent  upon 
this  coaft,  previous  to  the  colonies  falling  into 
our  pofleflion,  and  that  a  very  confiderable 
proportion  of  the  produce  found  its  way 
to  the  Englifh  market,  notwithftanding  the 
watchfulnefs  of  the  Dutch  colonial  govern- 
ment ;  poffibly  it  was  from  this  adventurous 
traffic  that  the  flaves  acquired  a  difrefped  of 
orders,  rather  than  from  the  lenity  of  the 
prefent  rulers  of  the  colonies. 
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LETTER     Xr. 

Udajed'  departure  of  officers  reiurntng  to  England.  ^The 
Jurgesn  and  njjljlant  detained  at' Dcmarara  on  duty.  Dcf- 
tlnatlon  of  the  author^  aiid  the  other  gentlemen  of  the  St. 
Domingo  flaff-  fill  uncertain.  Diet  offah  meat  and  vege- 
tables. Author  removes  from  Mahaica  to  La  Bcurgadc. 
The  feofon  begins  to  improve — the  high  malignity  of  the 
fever  to  decline.  The  difeafe  takes  on  an  intermittent  form. 
Lingering  cafes  fatal — not  thofe  recently  admitted.  Irre- 
gular type  of  the  fever.  A  colonial  furgeon  appointed  to  the 
&QUth  American  Rangers.  His  remarks  frengthen  an 
ahfervation  hef ore  fated  by  the  author.  His  inexper-ience. 
^ame  remarks  concerning  the  difeafes  requiring  furgical 
treatment.  Zeal  and  attention  of  Mr.  Blackader.  Pro^ 
grejs  of  ulcers.  Patients  fent  to  England.  Dutch  troops 
fichly.  Nature  of  the  difafe.  Cafe  of  the  Dutch  chirurgeott 
major.  Medical  afftfant  droivned  at  Maiconuy.  Dc" 
marara  gazette.  South  American  Rangers.  A  white 
eolonial  corps. 

La  Bourgade,  Sept.  12. 

J.  HE  delayed  departure  of  the  officers  whofe 
rep-lments  have  been  drauehted,  affords  me  an 
cpportunity  of  addreffing  to  you  fomc  addi- 
tional notes  by  the  fame  conveyance.  They 
'have  been  detained  in  the  expeclation  that  fome 
ef  them  might  have  remained  with  the  39th 
regiment,  in  order  tohaveincreafed  its  ftiength 
in  officers,  in  proportion  to  its  increafe  of 
privates  ;  bnt  the  Commander  in  Chief  not 
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acceding  to  this  arrangement,  they  are  all 
ordered  to  embark  without  lofs  of  time  for 
England,  and  to  take  with  them  the  ferjeants 
and  drums;  yet  on  account  of  the  extreme 
urgency  of  this  fickly  period,  and  the  very 
limited  number  of  affiftants  we  have  for  hof- 
pital  duty,  we  are  allowed  to  detain  the  fur- 
geon  and  mate  of  the  99th  regiment,  without 
whom  indeed  we  mull  have  been  reduced  to 
the  greateft  diftrefs ;  for  the  furgeon  of  this 
regiment  has  been  my  beft  fupport  from  the 
time  of  our  arrival,  being  the  only  com- 
miffioned  medical  officer  I  have  had  with  me, 
during  the  whole  of  our  bufy  fervice  in  thefe 
colonies. 

Refpe£ting  the  deftination  of  the  other 
gentlemen  of  the  hofpital  ftaffand  myfelf,  I 
have  nothing  new  to  add.  Incertitude  is  ftill 
the  order  of  the  day.  We  remain  without 
receiving  either  pay  or  allowances,  and  fubfift 
almoft  wholly  upon  our  fait  rations.  Fortu- 
nately &his  is  one  of  the  few  countries  where 
but  little  money  is  required,  or  I  iliould  rather 
fay,  where  if  a  man  had  much  it  might  be 
difficult  to  fpend  it.  Fruit  and  vegetables  are 
abundant,  but  the  riches  of  Croefus  could  not 
procure  a  regular  fupply  of  frefh  animal  pro-^ 
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%'irions  for  our  table.  For  my  own  part  I  am 
become  fo  much  a  Creole,  and  fo  fond  of 
plantains,  that  I  fhould  experience  but  little 
hardfliip  were  thefe  the  only  food. 

You  will  perceive  from  this  letter,  that  I 
have  again  changed  my  home  :  and  you  will 
probably  conclude  that  the  number  of  fick  is 
now  greater  at  La  Bourgade  than  at  Mahaica, 
in  which  you  will  be  correct.  After  I  had 
feparated  the  happy  group  of  convalefcents 
from  the  fick,  and  removed  them  to  diftant 
quarters  upon  the  coaft,  I  left  the  patients 
then  remaining  at  Mahaica  under  the  care  of 
Mr.  Ord,  adting  furgeon  to  the  3gth  regi- 
ment, and  returned  to  take  charge  of  the 
hofpital,  at  our  greater  depot  at  La  Bourgade  : 
and  it  is  with  infinite  fatisfa6tion  that  I  feel 
myfelf  able  to  inform  you  that  the  high  ma- 
lignity of  the  difeafe  begins  to  yield  'to 
the  approach  of  a  more  benign  feafon. 
Since  my  return  hither,  feveral  patients  have 
been  admitted  in  whom  the  fever  appears 
under  an  intermittent  type.  Were  it  pofTible 
to  diveft  myfelf  of  the  regret  I  feel  on  account 
of  the  poor  men's  fufferings,  and  from  our 
fick'lift  being  by  any  caufe  increafed,  I  might 
truly  fay  that  I  received  thefe  cafes  with  plea-^ 


fure,  hailing  them  as  a  pledge  that  our  worft 
foe  has  run  his  fpan  ;  for  if  his  pulfe  begins 
to  intermit,  it  may  be,  in  him  as  in  other  fub- 
jeds,  a  fymptom  of  approaching  diflblution. 
But  to  fpeak  without  a  metaphor,  if  the  fever 
fliould  afiume  a  remittent^  or  an  intermittent 
courfe,  we  fhall  know  how  to  oppofe  ourfelves 
to  its  progrefs,  and  to  prevent  it  from  repeat- 
ing the  devaftations  it  has  committed  in  its 
continued  form. 

But  the  hofpital  is  ftill  fadly  crowded, 
and  from  the  return  made  to  me  of  the  laft 
week,  the  proportion  of  cafualtics  does  not 
feem  to  be  yet  diminifhed,  although  I  can 
perceive  that  they  now  arife  lefs  from  cafes 
recently  admitted,  than  from  the  lingering 
remains  of  more  violent  difeafe.  At  the  fame 
time  I  may  remark,  that  It  is  only  from  re- 
ceiving a  confiderable  proportion  of  Intermit- 
tents  at  once  that  we  are  led  to  hope  the 
fever  is  changing  to  a  milder  type,  for 
repeated  examples  occurred,  at  Mahaica,  of 
different  patients  being  brought  to  the  hofpital 
at  the  fame  period,  with  the  difeafe  under 
all  the  varied  forms  of  intermittent^  remittent^ 
and  continued  fever,  yet  each  of  them  were 
occafionally  converted  Into  the  moft  malignant 
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^^  yellow  fever,"    and  rapidly  terminated   in 
death. 

In  forming  the  appointments  to  the  new 
ralfed  corps  of  South  American  Rangers,  it 
v/as  deemed  an  acquifition  to  find  a  medical 
pradlltioner  of  the  colony  who  would  accept 
the  furgency.  The  gentleman  who  received 
the  appointment  has  lately  requefted  me  to 
vifit  the  ferjeant-major,  and  feveral  other 
patients,  in  fever,  under  his  treatment ;  and  he 
exprefled  great  aftonifhraent  when  I  remarked 
that  he  had  called  me  too  late  to  be  of  any 
fervice  to  them,  and  acknowledged  to  me  that 
he  had  not  thought  them  in  fuch  extreme 
danger,  never  having  fcen  the  dlfeafe  fo  rapid 
or  fudden  before,  but  having  for  the  mofl 
part  readily  cured  his  patients  with  the  bark. 
Had  he  pradtifed  long  in  the  army,  or 
among  perfons  recently  arrived,  thefe  cafes 
would  have  created  no  furprize ;  it  was  evi- 
dent therefore  that  his  fick-lift  had  been  much 
confined  to  Creoles  and  negroes,  in  whom  the 
fever  is  commonly  lefs  fevere ;  and  this  fa(ft 
{lands  in  confirmation  of  a  remark  I  made  to 
you  in  a  former  letter — that  from  their  fitu- 
ations  many  of  the  colonial  praditioners  can 
have  but  little  opportunity  of  feeing  the  dif- 
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cafe  In  its  concentrated  form  of  yellow  fever, 
I  ihould  remark  however  that  the  experience 
of  this  gentleman  had  not  been  fiich  as  to 
entitle  him,  in  any  peculiar  degree,  cither  to 
the  recommendation  or  the  appointment  with 
which  he  was  honored.  He  had  been  only 
a  fhort  time  in  the  colony,  and  had  not  been 
called  into  extenfive  profeiTional  employment. 

Amidft  all  the  affliding  hiftories  of  this 
diftrefsful  malady,  I  fliould  rejoice  exceedingly 
was  it  in  my  power  to  report  to  you  more  fa- 
vorably of  the  patients  under  furgical  treatment 
in  our  hofpital ;  but,  unhappily,  at  the  moment 
of  our  greateft  prefliire  and  anxiety  regarding 
the  fever,  we  are  likev^'ife  mod  diftreffed  on 
account  of  the  patients  with  fores  and  ulcers, 
who  likewife  feel  the  fad  effedis  of  climate  and 
of  feafon.  In  fpeaking  upon  this  fubjed:,Iought 
to  add  that  the  attention  of  Mr.  Blackader, 
the  furgeon,  has  been  unremitted  ;  and  that 
his  abilities  are  not  lefs  eminent  than  his  zeal. 
His  patients  have  been  watched  with  an 
anxious  care,  and  he  has  been  indefatigable  in 
his  endeavours  to  relieve  them  ;  and  the  more 
fo  from  their  fufferings  having  been  peculiarly 
notixred,  and  the  frequent  fubjed:  of  our  con- 
veriiticn.     We  are  willing  to  hope  that  the 
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unhappy  difficulties  he  has  met  with  in  his 
pradice  may  be  more  the  efFe£t  of  feafon  than 
of  climate/ and  that  as  the  fevers  grow  milder 
with  finer  weather,  the  wounds  and  ulcers 
will  alfo  aifume  a  more  healthy  difpofition. 

Whether  from  a  wound,  a  fcratch,  the 
bite  of  a  mufquito,  or  the  fimpleft  excoria- 
tion, the  progrefs  of  the  fore  has  been  mark- 
ed, and  the  fame.  It,  at  firft,  feems  to  go  on 
kindly,  gradually  advancing  in  a  healing  ftate, 
but  before  it  is  quite  well,  the  patient  lofes 
his  appetite,  feels  fickly,  or  is  attacked  with 
a  febrile  paroxyfm,  and  finks  into  a  ftate  of 
relaxation  and  debility  ;  with  the  fkin  and 
mufcles  flaccid,  the  countenance  pale,  and  the 
whole  frame  languid,  and  weak.  The  fore 
partaking  of  the  general  change  grows  black 
and  foul,  and  floughing  away  becomes  wider 
and  deeper  than  it  was  at  firft.  After  a  time, 
the  patient  recovers  his  loft  ftrength,  and  by 
the  aid  of  bark,  wine,  and  tonics,  the  ulcer 
again  aiTumes  a  healthy  afpedl,  florid  granu- 
lations form,  and  the  healing  procefs  is  re- 
newed.    Proceedins:  now  as  before  it  often 
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reaches  that  ftate,  which  creates  the  daily 
hope  of  a  new  cuticle  forming  over  it  to  com- 
plete ths  cure  :    but  a  febrile  exacerbation 
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again  felzes  the  patient,  and  the  whole  dif- 
aftrous  round  is  repeated.  The  ulcer  extends 
itfelf  ftill  wider  than  before,  and  the  energies 
of  the  fyftem  being  further  impaired,  it  is 
longer  ere  it  throws  off  its  foul  floughings, 
to  take  on  a  clean  and  healtby  appearance. — 
Yet  this  does  follow,  and  the  now  wide  and 
ragged  fore  again  begins  to  heal.  The  pa- 
tient likewife  recovers  a  degree  of  ftrength, 
but  remains  confiderably  weakened.  The 
healing  of  the  wound  now  advances,  though 
flowly,  and  again  holds  out  fair  profpeds  to 
the  miferablc  iufferer — but,  before  it  has  ci- 
catrized with  new  fkin,  he  again  relapfes, 
the  ulcer  blackens,  becomes  foul  and  ofFenfive, 
and  the  parts  around  are  deflroyed  and  flough 
away  to  a  frightful  extent — the  patient  fink- 
ing far  below  his  former  debility.  He  now 
recovers  but  a  flight  degree  of  ftrength  ;  and 
the  fore  only  clears  itfelf  to  widen  its  ravages 
— the  appetite  is  irrecoverable, — extreme  lafTi- 
tude  prevails — cough,  and  hedtic  fever  fuper- 
vene — and  the  miferable  patient  lingers  out 
a  few  wretched  weeks,  until  death  kindly 
offers  him  relief.  Often  the  event  is  more 
rapid  ;  but  it  not  unfrequently  happens  that 
the  patient  is  deluded  three,  four,  or  more 
times  with   the  falreft  profpedt  of  recoveryj 
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then,  fuddenly  and  without  any  apparent 
caufe,  relapfes,  growing  more  and  more  feeble 
from  each  attack,  until  every  energy  of  the 
conftitution  is  exhaufted. 

Having  witnefled  with  extreme  pain  the 
cruel  fufferings  of  this  clais  of  our  patients, 
we  are  particularly  happy  to  avail  oarfelves 
of  the  prefent  return  of  the  officers,  to  put  a 
party  of  fick  ^frora  the  furgical  wards,  under 
their  prote£lion  to  England,  where  they  will 
have  the  chance  of  fpeedy  recovery,  and  of 
foon  returning  to  their  duty  ;  and  as  our  hof- 
pitals  will  be  thus  confiderably  relieved,  I  fhall 
be  the  better  enabled  to  fpare  the  fervices  of 
Mr.  Beane,  one  of  our  moil  ufeful  afliftants, 
whom  I  have  placed  on  board  to  take  charge 
of  them  upon  the  paflage.  I  fliould  remark 
that  the  feafon  proves  almoft  equally  fickly 
among  the  Dutch  troops  as  the  Englilh,  al- 
though far  lefs  fatal.  Among  the  Hollanders 
the  fever  has  been  milder,  and  of  a  remittent 
type,  giving  way  to  the  common  treatment 
"ufed  in  what  is  termed  the  bilious  remittent 
fever  of  the  country.  The  Dutch  furgeon-, 
major,  who  has  been  many  years  in  the  colony, 
is  now  upon  the  iick-lifl:,  and  in  hirn  the 
fever' appears  as  an  intermittent.    On  calling 
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to  vifit  him,  I  found  him  in  a  regular  paroxyfm 
of  ague,  the  form  which  the  fever  very  com- 
monly affumes  among  the  Creoles,  and  the 
negroes. 

We  have  lately  had  the  misfortune  to 
lofe  another  of  our  affiftants,  but,  although 
his  lofs  is  not  the  lefs  to  be  lamented,  we 
have  not  to  charge  it  to  the  account  of  dif- 
eafe.  It  was  the  efFedl  of  accident.  He  was 
ftationed  at  Maiconuy,  where  he  was  in  the 
habit  of  frequently  bathing  in  the  river,  and 
one  evening  as  he  was  taking  his  favorite  ex- 
ercife  of  fwimming  acrofs  to  the  oppofite 
bank,  he  fuddenly  difappeared,  and  was  feen 
no  more.  We  do  not  learn  that  any  one 
was  bathing  with  him  at  the  time,  but  thofe 
who  have  fince  been  here,  from  that  poft,  in- 
form us  that  it  was  generally  attributed  to 
an  alligator  feizlng  him,  and  fuddenly  drag- 
ging him  down. 

The  return  of  our  comrades  to  England 
gives  me  an  opportunity  offending  you  the  firft 
copy  of  a  new  periodical  paper,  juft  publifhed 
in  this  colony,  called  the  Demarara  Gazette. 
You  will  find  from  the  compofition  no  lefs 
than  from  the  printing,  and  the  paper,  that 
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It  is  quite  an  original :  but  as  you  are  a  mer- 
ciful man,  I  confide  in  your  not  diftreiling 
the  editors  of  the  London  papers,  by  exhi- 
biting to  them,  or  the  Englifh  public,  they«- 
periority  of  our  South  American  Gazette. 

But  what  will  you  fay  of  our  growing 
importance  when  I  tell  you,  that  we  have  not 
only  a  newfpaper  eftablifhed,  to  afford  us  all 
the  commercial  advantages  of  a  fpeedy  in- 
tercourfe  and  a  ftrong  regiment  of  black 
rangers  raifed  for  the  defence  of  the  colony, 
but  that  we  have  alfo  a  colonial  corps  formed 
from  among  the  refpedable  part  of  the  inha- 
bitants, for  the  mutual  protection  of  each 
other's  property,  and  for  the  general  defence 
of  the  fettlement.  I  wifh  you  could  witnefs 
the  grotefque  fcene  of  this  corps  going  to 
parade,  with  many  of  the  gentlemen  indulging 
in  the  indolence  of  climate,  by  having  flaves 
to  carry  their  firelocks,  belts,  cartouch-boxes, 
and  the  like.  You  would  be  apt  to  fuggeft 
comparifons  between  the  warlike  troops  of 
Auflria  or  Ruffia,  and  thefe  languid  foldiers 
of  the  Wefl;  Indies.  I  am  occafionally  very 
much  amufed  on  meeting  a  fat  robuft  figure 
feathered  out  with  fcarlet  and  blue  uniform, 
and  ftrutting  to  the  parade,  with  a  little  negro 
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boy  behind  him  to  fupport  the  fatiguing  weight 
of  his  firelock.  A  few  days  fince  I  paiTed  one 
of  thefe  fattened  warriors,  who  went  puffing 
and  blowing  through  the  mud,  and  wiping 
the  heated  flreams  from  his  brow,  as  if  quite 
opprefled  with  the  heavy  mafs  of  his  owri 
perfon  ;  while  a  flim  little  (hade  of  a  negro, 
fcarcely  up  to  his  hip,  quietly  foliowed  at  his 
heel,  bending  under  the  weight  of  his  arms 
and  accoutrements.  It  was  a  fine  burlefque 
upon  the  ftern  hardihood,  and  the  rigid  en- 
durance of  a  military  life- — yet,  when  afTem- 
bled,  the  Demarara  corps  makes  a  refpedable 
and  foldier-like  appearance,  and  would  no 
doubt  be  efientially  ufeful,  were  occafion  to 
c^ll  for  its  fervices. 
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LETTER    Xir, 

The  Author  narrowly  efcapes  falling  a  villim  to  ''  yeihtif- 
fever y^  confiders  himfelf  initiated.^  and  free  of  the  Wejl 
Indies.  hifidioiis  attach  of  the  difeafe.  Early  fynip- 
ioms.  Remedies  employed.  Sympto7?is  at  a  later  Jlage. 
Remedies  then  ufed.  Author  makes  his  ivill.  Calmly  rer 
conciles  himfelf  to  his  feeming  fate  —  hut  perfifls  in  employ- 
ing his  prof effional  means.  Is  vifited  byfotne  7nedical  prac-' 
iitioners  of  the  colony.  Copious  exhibition  of  the  Peruvian 
hark.  Delicious  refrejhmetit  experienced  from  luine. 
Grateful  relief  from  cold-bathing.  Ex,clamation  of  officers 
on  cajling  a  lafl  look  upon  the  Author.  The  fifth,  the  mojl 
datigerous  day  of  the  diforder.  Feelings  of  horror  and  dif- 
trefs  on  the  decline  of  the  fever.  Seeming  change  from  death 
io  life.  The  iverld  appears  new  and  uncommoJi.  Author 
hefitates  -whether  to  return  to  it.  Feels  feme  reneiual  of 
ftrength  on  the  loih  day.  Convalefcent  appetite.  Author 
apologifes  to  his  friend  for  troubling  him  luith  fo  much  of 
felf.      No  yellowncfs  during  the  difeafe. 


A 


Demarara,  Sept.  30, 

LAS,  my  friend  !  the  unwilling  expecta- 
tion is  at  length  fulfilled,  and  I  now  lift  my 
pen  with  a  hand  trembling  and  enfeebled, 
almoft  beyond  the  power  of  fupporting 
even  a  feather !  The  yellow  vifaged  mon- 
fter,  who    has  committed   fuch   devaftations 
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amongft  us,  avenging  the  efforts  I  have  op- 
pofed  to  his  progrefs,  has  dealt  me  a  blow, 
which  all  who  v/itnefTed  it,  believed  to  have 
fallen  from  the  hand  of  death  ;  and  truly,  the 
fliock  had  well  nigh  brought  me  to  the  flill 
home  from  whence  there  is  no  return.  But 
let  me  not  trefpafs  upon  your  friendly  fympa- 
thy  by  dwelling  upon  the  gloomy  fhade  of  the 
pidure  : — let  me  rather  haften  to  tell  you,  that 
the  danger  is  paft — that  I  am  a  convalefcent 
from  a  fevere  attack  of  the  "  yellow"  fever, 
and  am  looking  towfirds  returning  health*  I 
may  alfo  add,  further,-that  from  having  paffed 
the  fiery  ordeal,  I  (hall  now  deem  myfelf  quite 
a  feafoned  creole,  and  feel  that  I  am  entitled 
to  the  privileges  of  Weft  India  freedom. 

But  you  will  expedl  the  particulars  ;  I 
therefore  proceed  to  lay  before  you  the  hif- 
tory  of  my  cafe,  while  all  the  circumftances  of 
it  are  frefh  in  my  recolledion,  although  in 
truth,  I  feel  them  too  deeply  engraven  upon  the 
tablet  of  my  memory  ever  to  be  defaced.  In 
perufmg  them,  you  will  difcover  that  the  in- 
vafion  of  the  difeafe  was  not  lefs  infidiouSj 
than  its  progrefs  has  been  dangerous.  On 
Saturday  the  17th  inft.  excepting  only  the 
time  occupied  in  my  morning  and  evening 
K  4 
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vifits  at  the  hofpital,  I  fat  the  whole  of  the 
day  in  my  room,  bufily  employed  in  writing. 
In  the  evening  1  fell  an  aching  fenfation  in  the 
middle  of  my  thighs,  which  I  attributed  to  fit- 
ting  fo  many  hours    upon  a  rough  wooden 
chair.     At  tea  time  1  joined    the  gentlemen 
of  the    hofpital-mefs,  and  afterwards  invited 
the  furgeon  to  accompany  me  in  a  promenade, 
in  the  idea  of  walking  away  the  uneafy  weight 
which  I  felt  in  my  limbs ;  but  the  exercife  fail- 
ing of  fuccefs,    I  bathed  and  went  early  to 
bed,    unfufpeding  the   enemy,    who   lurked 
in  my  veins,  and  nothing  doubting  but  flcep 
would    prove   an    effedlual  remedy.      But  I 
was  again  difappointed,  for  inftead  of  the  un- 
eafy feelings  being  removed,  a  fevere  head-ach 
and  pain   of  the  eyes,   with  great  thirft  and 
drynefs  of  mouth  fupervened,  and  I  pafled  a 
difturbed  and  refllefs  night.     Aw^ikened  fuf- 
picion  now  taught  me  that  I  was  attacked  by 
an  enemy  much  more  formidable,  than  the 
fuppofed  wooden  ftool  ;  1  therefore  took  fome. 
medicine,  and  remained   in  bed  until  noon  : 
yet  from   having,  feveral  times,  experienced 
fimilar  fymptoms,  and  nearly  equal  in  degree, 
whilft  I  was  on  duty  at  Mahaica,  I  was  will- 
ing to  believe  that   it    might    be  only  a  falfe 
alarm.     The  medicine  produced  fome  relief. 
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I  fat  up  during  the  afternoon,  and  in  the 
evening  made  my  vifit,  as  ufual,  to  the  hof- 
pltal :  but  feelings  of  languor  and  general 
indifpofition  were  hovering  about  me,  and  I 
returned  to  my  pillow  at  an  early  hour,  again 
hoping  that  the  foothing  deity  of  repofe 
would  bring  me  a  cure  ;  but  a  fleeplefs  and 
moft  wretched  night  unveiled  the  delufion. 
All  the  fymptoms  of  difeale  were  highly  ag- 
gravated, and  every  fenfation  aflured  me  that 
1  had  now  to  oppofe,  in  my  own  perfon,  the 
infatiate  foe,  whofe  ravages  upon  others  I  had 
fo  frequently  deplored.  No  time  was  to  be 
loft,  and  happily  I  was  not  difmayed,  but  con- 
fiding in  our  refources,  I  refolved  to  ftand 
the  aflault,  in  firm  and  decided  combat  ;  and 
to  a  perfevering  refiftance,  I  feel  that  I  am  inr 
debted  for  the  blefhng  of  again  addreffing  you. 
All  the  pov/ers  of  my  body  feemed  to  have 
deferted  me,  but  the  faculties  of  my  mind 
were  unimpaired,  and  I  may  fay  that  this  has 
been  the  only  period  of  my  life,  vs'hen  I  have 
fo  conquered  my  diflike  to  naufeous  dofes  as 
for  my  ftomach  and  my  palate  to  receive  them, 
not  only  without  reludtance,  but  even  as  de- 
licious cordials. 

All  the  violence  of  difeafe  now  rufhed  in 
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upon  me,  hurrying  on  towards  rapid  defiruc- 
tion.  The  light  was  intolerable,  and  the  pul- 
fations  of  the  head  and  eyes  were  mqft  excru- 
elating — conveying  a  fenfation  as  if  three  or 
four  hooks  were  fadened  into  the  globe  of 
each  eye,  and  feme  perfon,  (landing  behind  me, 
was  dragging  them  forcibly  from  their  or- 
bits back  into  the  head,  the  cerebrum  being, 
at  the  fame  time,  detached  from  its  mem- 
branes, and  leaping  about  violently  within  the 
cranium.  A  wearying  pain  occupied  my  back 
and  limbs,  and  in  particular  the  calves  of  my 
legs,  feeling  as  if  dogs  were  gnavv^ing  down 
to  the  bones,  VN^hile  a  tormenting  reftleflnels 
poficfTed  my  Vvdiole  frame,  and  totally  prevent- 
ed the  flightefl  approach  to  eafe  or  quiet.  The 
fkin  was  burning,  and  conveyed  a  pungent 
fenfation  when  touched  :  the  pulfe  was  quick- 
ened but  not, very  full  ,5^. the  tongue  was  white 
and  parched,  with  exceffive  thirft,  and  con- 
ftant  drynefs  of  the  mouth,  lips,  and  teeth.  I 
know  not  from  which  1  fuffered  moft,  the 
excruciating  pain,  the  infatiable  thirft,  or  the 
unappcafable  reftleffhefs  ;  for  all  were  equally 
infupportable,  and  either  of  them  might  have 
fufRced  to  exhauft  the  ftrongeft  frame.  Com- 
bining their  tortures,  they  created  a  degree  of 
Irritation  amounting  almoft  to  phrenfy  ;  and 
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which,  hut  for  the  means  ufed  to  alleviate  It, 
muft  have  deftroyed  me  in  a  few  hours.  No 
place,  nor  pofition  afforded  a  moment's  reft. 
I  rolled  about  the  bed — turned  every  inftant 
from  fide  to  fide — placed  my  head  high — laid 
it  low— threw  ray  limbs  from  under  the  (heet, 
hung  them  over  the  fide  of  the  bed — tumbled 
off  the  clothes,  and  moved  about  InceiTantly 
to  find  a  refting  place  ;  but  all  in  vain — no 
eafe  v^as  to  be  found,  not  even  a  momentary 
refpite  was  granted  from  this  excefiive  tor- 
ment. It  v;as  under  thefe  fymptoms  that 
I  requefted  the  furgeon  to  take  twelve  or  four- 
teen ounces  of  biood  from  my  arm.,  and  to 
give  me  a  flrong  dofe  of  calomel.  This  was 
on  Monday  morning  the  iQth.-.inft.,  the  attack 
having  commxcnced  on  the  evening  of  Satur- 
day the  17th.  The  pain  of  the  head  and  eyes 
was  confiderably  relieved  by  the  bleeding, — ■ 
the  reftleffnels  was  alfo  in  a  flight  degree  di- 
minifhed — but  the  thirft,  with  heat  and  dry- 
pefs  of  fkin,  flill  continued,  I  drank  copioufly 
of  mild  diluents,  and  the  calomel  adied  freely 
as  an  evacuant ;  but  flill  I  had  no  reft,  and 
pafted  a  third  night  in  extreme  iuffering,  and 
without  fleep.  On  the  20th  the  })ain  was  Icfs 
excruciating,  and  the  light  lefs  intolerable  ; 
but  the   other  fymptoms  of  fever  remained. 
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together  with  an  increafed  degree  of  languor 
and  debility  :  I  therefore  avoided  further 
evacuationSj  and  took  a  faline  medicine  with 
camphire.  The  night  was,  again,  moft  pain- 
fully reftlcfs,  lleep  was  wholly  denied  me, 
and  I  felt  myfelf  finking  into  extreme  ex- 
hauftion. 

In  the  morning  of  the  21  ft.  I  was  free 
from  the  high  action  of  fever,  the  heat  and 
pain  had  fubfided,  the  pulfe  was  lefs  quick, 
and  I  was  in  a  copious  perfpiration  :  hut  the 
whitenefs  of  tongue  remained,  with  a  moft 
harafling  and  unquenchable  thirft ;  and  in 
proportion  as  the  more  violent  fymptoms 
abated,  others,  even  more  diftreffing  if  poffible, 
fupervened.  My  ftrength  and  voice  were 
gone  ;  an  indefcribable  uneafmefs  affeded  my 
whole  body  :  I  was  attacked  with  an  exhauft- 
ing  diarrhea  ;  felt  a  moft  annihilating  fenfa- 
tion  at  the  fcrobiculus  cordis  ;  and  funk  into 
a  degree  of  languor  and  proftration,  not  to  be 
conceived. 

I  pafled  the  day  and  night,  under  the 
moft  wearifome  and  diftreffing  fenfations,  and 
with  my  bodily  powers  fo  rapidly  declining, 
that  I  felt  more  and    more  enfeebled   every 
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hour.  On  the  2 2d  fcarcely  a  hope  remained 
of  my  recovery.  Every  energy  of  the  fyftein 
Teemed  to  be  fubdued,  and  the  languor  and 
proftration  of  ftrength  had  reached  their  ex- 
tremeft  degree. 

I  now  felt  that  my  life  only  hung  by  a  flen- 
der  filament,  and  was  confcious  that  each  half- 
hour  might  be  my  laft.  I  was  fo  reduced  as 
to  be  no  longer  able  to  fupport  myfelf  upon 
my  fide,  in  bed  ;  but  lay  fupine,  and  proftrate, 
with  my  flaccid  limbs  ftretched  in  full  exten- 
fion,  and  which,  if  they  were  lifted  from  their 
place,  fell  lifelefs  upon  the  fame  fpot.  A 
weakening  diarrhoea  continued,  and  a  flill 
more  debilitating  vomiting  was  fuperadded. 
Upon  the  flighteft  motion  I  fell  into  fyncope, 
and  was  fo  utterly  exhaufted  as  to  faint  if  my 
head  was  raifed  from  the  pillow.  My  fauces 
were  parched  and  dry,  and  1  had  the  third  of 
Tantalus,  together  with  a  languid  and  finking 
fenfation  at  the  epigaftrium,  and  a  moil  dif- 
trefsful  feeling  of  reillefsnefs  and  horror,  over 
my  whole  frame.  Every  fymptom  befpake 
the  utmoft  debility  and  lofs  of  ftrength,  and 
it  feemed  to  require  only  a  figh  to  fever  the 
thread  of  life. 
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Thus  fituated,  I  contemplated  the  pro-= 
bable  event,  and  having  calmly  reconciled  the 
thought  of  dying,  I  endeavored,  in  broken 
whifper,  to  utter  a  few  words  to  the  furgeon, 
for  him  to  commit  to  paper^  as  my  will ; 
to  which,  with  his  guidance,  a  feeble  and 
treml.ling  hand  traced  my  fignature,  but  in 
charadlers  which  I  now  find  to  be  fcarcely 
legible.  This  ceremony  was  executed  with 
the  greateft  compofure  of  mind,  for  I  was 
never  more  colleded,  nor  more  tranquil. 
Death  feem.ed  to  look  me  full  in  the  face,  at 
the  time,  but  I  received  his  commands  to  leave 
the  world  without  a  difturbed  emotion.  In 
foft  and  tender  regret,  indeed,  I  lamented  that 
1  could  not  fee  my  friends  in  England  ;  nor 
caft  a  laft  look  of  grateful  affedlion  upon  my 
beloved  mother,  before  I  departed  ;  but  thefe 
privations,  deeply  forrowful  as  they  were,  alfo 
yielded  to  what  feemed  the  inflexible  decree 
of  fate  ;  and,  in  tranquil  refignation,  1  breathed 
a  dying  bleffing  to  you  all.  Still,  however  re- 
conciled to  my  fate,  I  felt  that  I  ought  not  to 
rejed  the  means  of  relief  which  my  profeffion 
offered,  whilft  even  a  poffibility  remained  of 
being  faved,  I  therefore  made  myfelf  under- 
flood  by  Mr.  Blackader,  and  exprefled  a  wifh 
to  have  large  quantities  of  bark  and  opium. 
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with  wine,  and  the  cold  bath.     Colonel  Hif- 
lop,  the  commanding  officer,  aduated  by  the 
moft  amiable  feelings,  very  kindly  exprefied 
a  wifh  that  I  fhoiild  be  vifited  by  Ibme  of  the 
medical  gentlemen  of  the  country.     This  was 
a  propofal  to  which  I  could  form  no  poffible 
objedtion  ;  although   my  own  fenfations  had 
didated   the  remedies   I    meant  to   employ, 
Tw^o  of  the  moft  eminent  praditioners  of  the 
colony  were  accordingly  requefted  to  fee  me, 
and   it  were   ungrateful    not   to   exprefs   the 
acknowledgments     I     owe    them     for    their 
friendly  attention  and  advice.     Happily  their 
opinions  very  much  accorded  with  my  own, 
refpeding  the  means  to  be  ufed  In  the  ftage. 
of  the  difeafe  under  which  they  faw  me  ;  and 
they  approved  of  every  part  of  my  prefcrip- 
tion,   the   cold   bath   only  excepted.      I   was 
wholly  incapable  of  converfing  with  them, 
but  their  remarks  to   Mr.  Blackader  did  not 
efcape   my   ear,   and   not   finding  them   fuf- 
ficiently  fatisfadory   to    carry  convidion    to 
my  mind,  refpeding  the  impropriety  of  the 
bathing,  their  objedions  were  overruled,  and 
I  refolved  not  to  forego,  what  my  own  con- 
clufions,  as  well  as  my  feelings,  had  reprefent- 
ed  as  a  fovereign  remedy. 
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The  fierce  ardor  of  fever ;  the  painful 
throbbing  of  the  head  and  eyes ;  and  the 
pungent  drynefs  of  fkin,  were  very  much 
diminifhed  ;  and  the  pulfe,  though  enfeebled, 
was  not  much  quicker  than  in  health  ;  the 
prefcribed  remedies  were,  therefore,  ufed  with 
great  freedom.  Happily  the  opium  quickly 
arrefted  the  reaching,  and  alfo  the  diarrhsea, 
which  allowed  the  bark  and  wine,  and  bath- 
ing to  be  employed  with  lefs  referve ;  and  I 
perfevered  with  fuch  effedt,  that  in  the  courfe 
of  only  a  few  hours,  I  had  no  lefs  than  fi:^ 
ounces  of  the  powder  of  bark  (fwallowed  and 
otherwife  adminiftered)  and  a  bottle  of  found 
old  hock  remaining  in  my  flomach  and  bowels* 

Of  the  wine  and  bathing  I  know  not  in 
what  terms  to  fpeak,  for  language  has  no 
power  to  exprefs  the  delightful  fenfations 
which  thefe  moft  grateful  remedies  conveyed 
to  my  exbaufted  frame.  I  was  more  refrefhed 
by  them,  more  revived,  and  more  relieved, 
than  words  can  poffibly  defcribe.  To  the 
bark  and  opium  I  was  perhaps  quite  as  much 
indebted,  but  their  effects  were  lefs  immedi- 
ate, and  lefs  fenfible.  For  many  years 
Bacchus  and  I  had  been  ftrangers.  Now  I 
was  to  take  wine  as  a  medical  potion  ;  and  in 
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order  to  rank  it  high  in  this  character,  the 
commifTary  had  kindly  fent  me  fome  very 
choice  old  hock,  which,  in  great  truth,  was 
both  food  and  medicine.  It  was  nedtar  and 
ambrofia — nay  more,  it  was  life  and  health  to 
me  !  The  peculiar  and  exquifite  fenfations  I 
experienced,  when  the  firft  glafs  of  it  wetted 
my  parched  lips,  and  cooled  my  burning 
ftomach,  will  be  remembered  to  my  lateft 
hour.  They  were  heavenly  !  The  nedareous 
drinks  of  the  gods — unlefs  the  gods  could 
drink  them  in  "  yellow  "  fever — were  never 
fo  delicious ! 

The  bathing  was  fcarcely  inferior  to  the 
wine,  for  at  a  moment  when  ineffable  languor 
was  rapidly  fmking  my  weakened  body  to  the 
grave,  I  was  lifted  out  of  my  bed,  into  an 
empty  bathing  tub,  and  calabafhes  of  cold  fea 
water  were  daflied  upon  my  naked  perfon, 
with  an  efFe<^  which  exceeds  all  defcription. 
Not  only  were  the  fenfations  of  the  moment 
inconceivably  refrefhing  and  delightful,  but 
the  more  durable  and  important  benefits 
were  equally  ftriking.  Previous  to  bath- 
ing I  fainted,  only  on  my  head  being  lifted 
up  from  the  pillow  ;  but  after  being  taken 
out  of  the  bathing  tub,  I  was  able,  with 
VOL.  in.  L 
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due  fupportj  to  fit  up  for  nearly  ten  mmuteSj 
while  three  perfons,  with  rough  cloths,  rubbed 
me  dry. 

Although  I  was  not  delirious,  I  perceived 
a  peculiar  fenfe  of  confufion,  or  horror  about 
me  at  various  times  during  this  day,  and 
lapfed  occafionally  into  a  fort  of  ftupor,  ap- 
proaching to  coma,  but  it  did  not  proceed  to 
fuch  a  degree  as  to  deprive  me  of  confciouf- 
nefs ;  the  powers  of  memory  and  volition 
were  flill  at  my  command  ;  and,  when  I  was 
roufed,  it  was  remarked  that  my  mental  facul- 
ties were  quite  collected  and  unimpaired ; 
and,  as  a  proof  that  I  was  not  infenfible  to 
what  paffed  in  the  room,  I  may  tell  you  that 
I  felt,  with  full  force,  all  the  probability  of  the 
remark,  and  was  too  well  aware  how  ftrongly 
appearances  might  juftify  it,  when  I  heard 
fome  of  the  officers  exclaim,  as  they  turned 
away,  after  filently  looking  at  me  through  my 
mufquito  curtain,  "^/^  poar  do^or  !  wcjhall 
never  fte  him  again  C 

This  had  been  my  worft  day — the  feel- 
ings of  the  night  I  cannot  attempt  to  defcribe. 
All  was  horror,  horrc-r,  rcftlefs  deadly  horror  ! 
Tne  fickcaed   n^ind  became  unfcttled  as  its 
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troubled   manfion,  and,  like  the  body,  was 
only  fenfible  to  wretchednefs  and  horror  I 

The  dawn  of  the  next  day  feemed  like 
an  introduction  to  a  new  exiftence.  The  in- 
defcribable  and  diftrefling  fenfations,  which 
had  (o  cruelly  afflidted  me,  were  in  fome  de- 
gree dirninilhed,  and  the  violence  of  the 
other  fymptoms  flightly  moderated  :  —  an 
important  change  indeed !  Bur,  however 
happy,  it  was  fuch  as  no  man  need  be  anxious 
to  experience.  Gircumftanced  as  I  then  was, 
to  me  it  had  all  the  femblance  of  a  change 
from  death  to  life  :  but  with  fuch  extreme 
mifery  and  horror  was  it  accompanied,  that 
could  thefe  have  continued  many  hours  longer, 
life  would  have  been  bought  at  too  dear  a 
purchafe,  to  have  it  regained  at  fuch  a  price. 
The  mind  was  crowded  with  confufed  and 
incoherent  ideas,  painting  the  world  as  new, 
and  altogether  different  from  that  I  had  fo 
lately  left ;  indeed  fo  diftorted  and  unnatural 
did  every  thing  feem  around  me,  that  I  felt  a 
kind  of  hefitation  whether  to  accept  of  mv 
return  to  life,  or  proceed  onward  to  the  grave, 
which  I  faw  wide  open  before  me.  This  was 
the  fixth  day.  The  morning  was  dark  and 
gloomy,  and  highly  calculated   to  favor  the 
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fombre  impreflions  of  my  mind.  It  rained 
and  blew ;  fierce  lightning  tore  the  heavens, 
and  loud  thunder,  burfting  from  the  clouds, 
ruptured  the  elements  into  unifon  with  the 
confufion  and  diforder  with  which  my  feel- 
ings were  pervaded.  All  nature  feemed  to 
partake  of  the  unaccountable  change,  and  to 
adminifter  to  the  horrors  which  befet  me. 
The  whole  order  of  things  was  inverted,  and, 
for  a  time,  I  could  not  divert  myfelf  of  the 
idea  that  the  heavens  were  agitated  with  the 
convulfive  throes  of  bringing  forth  a  new 
world  One  whole  day,  and  a  fad  long  night 
were  thus  dragged  out  in  all  the  tumult  and 
diftrefs  of  regaining  an  exiftence,  which  only 
a  day  or  two  before,  I  had  given  up  almoft 
without  a  figh. 

After  I  had  efcaped  from  thefe  diftrading 
incoherences,  I  perceived  the  fymptoms  of 
the  difeafe  gradually  declining,  and,  by  per- 
fifting  in  the  ufe  of  my  remedies,  I  am  become 
better  reconciled  to  the  world,  and  again  re- 
cognife  it  as  the  fame  which  I  had  fo  quietly 
refigned.  1  continued  to  drink  moft  liberally 
of  old  hock,  and  took  the  bark  in  immoderate 
quantity,  the  extent  and  frequency  of  the 
dofe  being  limited  only  by  the  power  of  the 
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ftomach  and  bowels  to  retain  it.  The  bathing 
was  alfo  repeated  with  inexpreffible  comfort 
to  my  languid  and  trembling  frame.  I  alfo 
took  copious  draughts  of  bottled  porter,  which 
I  found  to  be  an  exceedingly  grateful  and  re- 
frefliing  drink,  as  well  as  one  of  my  moft  ef- 
fediual  remedies. 

The  thirft,  and  drynefs  of  the  mouth, 
lips,  and  teeth  continued  to  annoy  me  until  the 
eighth  day.  Great  languor  and  proftration 
of  ftrength  were  ftill  prefent  on  the  ninth  ; 
as  were  likewife,  at  intervals,  the  diftrefsful 
fenfations  of  horror  and  wretchednefs.  On 
the  tenth,  the  return  of  ftrength  was  per- 
ceptible, although  I  had  much  dizzinefs  of 
head,  and  faintnefs,  and  was  afflicted  with  a 
troublefome  deafnefs,  which  I  am  forry  to 
add  is  ftill  the  companion  of  my  convalet« 
cence.  Since  the  tenth  day  my  recovery  has 
been  very  rapid.  The  debility  is  not  fo  great 
as  might  have  been  expedted,  and  my  appe- 
tite is  ftrong  and  craving.  Dainties  in  eating 
are  not  to  be  had,  and  fortunately  I  do  not 
require  them  ;  for  no  turtle  feaft  was  ever 
enjoyed  with  greater  relifh  than  I  now  take, 
at  noon,  my  plain  Englifh  fare,  of  a  cruft 
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(5f  bread,  with  a  morfel  of  cheefe,  and  a  deefJ 
draught  of  bottled  porter. 

Many  apologies  are  due  for  troubling 
you  v/ith  this  tedious  detail  of  self ;  for  fadly 
tedious  I  fear  you  will  find  it,  notwithftanding 
my  having  confined  my  pen,  as  much  as  pof- 
fible,  to  a  bare  narration  of  the  feelings  I 
experienced,  and  the  perils  I  have  had  to  en- 
counter, and  concerning  which  I  have  fondly 
imagined  that  friendfliip  would  lead  you  to 
experience  a  lively  intereft.  I  fhould  tell 
you  that  throughout  the  whole  period  of  the 
difeafe  I  have  not  had  any  mark  of  that  yel- 
lownefs  from  which  this  fever  has  been  erro- 
neoufly  named. 
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LETTER    XIII. 

Hofpltality  and  friendly  attentions  of  the  colonifs  towards,  the 
author.  He  maizes  a  convalefcent  vifit  at  •'  the  Hope^^ 
Feels  a  threatening  of  relapfe  at  the  time  of  the  fpring 
tides.  Mr.  Biackader^  the  author's  colleague^  attached  ivith 
fever,  Succefsful  treatment  of  his  cafe.  Means  early 
employed.  Short  nvet  feafon.  Author  refumes  the  hofpital 
duty  at  Mahaica.  Decreafed fuknefs  at  that  flation.  Ac.- 
tion  of  the  Pelican  foop  ivith  the  Medea  French  frigate. 
Faithful  conduct  of  Mr.  KendaWs  and  Mr.  Green  sfaves. 
Their  inhumanitv.  Its  probable  caufe.  Theft  committed 
by  ttvo  faves.  Their  ohflinacy  in  denying  it.  Stratagem 
«f  an  oldfave  in  dlfcovering  it. 

Plantation  Hope,  Mahaica,  0£l.  21. 

JrJ  AD  I  not  already  endeavored  to  do  juftice 
to  the  univerfal  hofpltality  which  prevails  in 
thefe  colonies,  I  might  enumerate,  in  proof  of 
it,  the  many  inftances  of  friendly  attention 
which  I  have  experienced  during  the  conva- 
lefcence  from  my  late  attack  of  fever.  Every 
table  was  at  my  command,  every  houfe  my 
home,  and  every  planter  my  friend.  If  it  were 
not  an  injuftice  to  particularize,  I  might  men- 
tion to  you  the  fignal  obligations  I  owe  to  cap- 
tainMacRae,oneofthegentlemenofthe  colony, 
now  holding  a  company  in  the  corps  of  South 
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American  rangers,  and  to  his  brother,  from 
whofe  houfe  I  have  now  the  pleafure  to  ad- 
drefs  you.  The  captain  made  me  daily  vifits, 
and  watched  me  with  all  the  care  even  of  fra- 
ternal folicitude,  during  my  ficknefs  ;  and  as 
foon  as  he  faw  ine  able  to  be  moved,  he  not 
only  propofed  that  I  fhould  make  his  brother's 
houfe  my  convalefcent  home,  but,  without 
any  trouble  or  concern  on  my  own  part,  pro- 
vided me  the  means  of  conveyance,  and  him- 
felf  accommpanied  me  hither ;  where  I  have 
been  received  with  the  mod  cordial  welcome, 
entertained  with  unaffedted  urbanity,  and,  I 
may  fay,  nurfed  with  fmcere — nay,  affec- 
tionate attention  by  his  brother  ;  for  not  only 
have  the  beft  accomodations  of  the  houfe  been 
•  mine,  but  the  friendfhip  of  this  generous 
man  has  led  him  to  procure  all  the  reftora- 
tives  of  the  neighbourhood  for  the  re-efta- 
blilhment  of  my  health,  and  the  recovery  of 
my  loft  ftrength. 

Since  my  arrival,  here,  I  have  felt  very 
ftrong  fymptoms  of  relapfe,  but,  by  the 
powerful  aid  of  bark  and  Madeira  wine,  the 
threatened  return  of  fever  has  been  fuccefs- 
fully  refifted.  I  had  been  ftrongly  cautioned 
by  the  gentlemen  of  the  colony  to  "  beware 
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of  the  fprings" — implying  that  the  dlfeafe 
would  be  likely  to  renew  its  attack  at  the 
full  of  the  moon  :  I  was,  therefore,  prepared 
to  meet  the  firft  uneafy  feelings  with  the  ap- 
propriate remedies.  On  the  fourteenth  inftant 
my  head  was  in  pain,  my  limbs  ached,  and  I 
had  general  feelings  of  languor  and  reftlelTnefs 
about  me  ;  when,  recollecting  the  remark  fo 
often  made  to  me,  and  which  had  been  in 
fome  meafure  confirmed  by  my  own  obferva- 
tions  in  the  hofpital,  I  turned  to  the  alma- 
nack and  found  that  the  moon  was  to  be  at 
the  full  on  the  fixteenth,  therefore,  without 
delay,  I  had  recourfe  to  the  bark,  and  drank  a 
two-fold  portion  of  wine,  but  the  fymptoms 
continued  to  menace  me  with  a  renewal  of  fever 
until  the  eighteenth,  after  which  they  fubfided, 
precifely  as  I  had  been  aflured  would  happen, 
with  the  decUiie  of  the  fpring  tides. 

I  am  extremely  forry  to  inform  you  that, 
iince  my  laft  letter  giving  you  an  account  of 
my  own  illnefs,  Mr.  Blackader,  to  whofe  un- 
wearied attentions  I  was  fo  effentially  indebted 
during  my  confinement,  has  received  a  rude 
vifit  from  our  common  enemy  :  at  the  fame 
time  it  gives  me  fmcere  pleafure  to  add  that 
he  is  recovered,  and  that  the  difeafe  has  been 
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fligTiter,  and  his  fufferlngs  lefs  fevere,  than  in 
my  own  cafe  ;  which  I  think  we  are  juftified 
in  attributing  to  the  attack  being  lels  infidi- 
ous,  and  his  having  been  twice  blooded  within 
the  firil  twelve  hours  of  the  difeafe*  We  were 
both  of  opinion  that  if  I  had  ufed  venaefec- 
tion  earlier  I  fnould  have  fufFered  lefs,  and  it 
is  probable  that  if  I  had  not  been  blooded  at 
all,  I  fliould  not  have  held  the  pen  to  you 
now  :  we,  therefore,  employed  our  means 
with  more  boldnefs  and  promptitude,  when 
Mr.  Blackader  was  attacked,  and  thereby  pre- 
vented the  confuming  ad;ion  of  the  fever 
from  producing  the  ftill  more  deftrudive 
fymptoms  of exhauftion.  Others  lam  aware 
might  tell  you  that  the  extreme  languor  and 
proftration  of  ftrength,  which  had  fo  nearly 
funk  me  to  the  grave,  were  induced  by  the 
bleeding — although  I  feel  little  doubt  but 
they  arofe  from  the  negle£i  of  it,  and  were 
the  efFed:  of  the  exhaulling  fymptoms  which 
prevailed  at  the  commencement  of  the  dlfeafe, 
and  which  might  have  been  moderated  by 
earlier  vensefe<3:ion,  and  prevented  from 
throwing  the  whole  fyitem  into  a  ftate  of  de- 
bility, which  at  one  time  rendered  my  fitua- 
tion  nearly  as  hopelefs  as  it  was  alarming. 
After  all,  I  lament  that  this  is  only  matter  of 
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opinion,  however  much  experience  may  have 
confirmed  it,  in  my  mind,  as  an  eftablifhed 
fad. 

It  is  now  faid  to  be  the  fliort  dry  feafon, 
but  within  the  few  laft  days  we  have  had 
many  heavy  ftiowers  of  rain,  and  more  wet 
has  fallen  than  is  common  in  this  month. 
Still  the  weather,  and  our  muddy  roads  are 
greatly  improved,  and  what  is  more  im- 
portant, we  have  far  lefs  of  ficknefs.  Since 
mv  removal  from  La  Bourojade  to  Mr.  Mac- 
Rae's,  I  have  refumed  my  attendance  at  the 
Mahaica  hofpital,  and  I  have  great  fatisfadion 
in  being  able  to  remark  to  you  that  the 
number  of  patients  is  not  one-fixth  fo  great, 
nor  their  difeafes  by  any  means  fo  malignant, 
as  when  I  was  here  before. 

We  have  juft  heard  of  a  fevere  adion 
which  has  been  fought  off  Guadalope,  be- 
tween the  Pelican  (loop  of  eighteen  guns,  cap- 
tain Serle,  and  the  Medea  French  frigate,  and 
which  adds  another  fplendid  trophy  to  our 
high-laurelled  navy.  The  Pelican  not  only 
defeated  the  Medea,  but  took  from  her  a 
prize  ftore-fhip,  which  was  under  her  pro- 
tection, and  it  is  believed    fhe   would  have 


captured  the  frigate  alfo,  had  not  two  others 
come  out  of  Guadalopc  to  her  relief.  Thefe 
took  back  her  prize,  but  the  floop  efcaped 
from  them  all  ;  and  it  is  faid  that  Vidor 
Hugues  has  releafed  twelve  of  the  Pelican's 
men,  who  were  taken  on  board  the  ftore  fhip, 
on  account  of  their  bravery,  and  their  fpirited 
condu<St  in  fighting  a  veffel  of  fuch  fuperior 
force. 

Since  my  arrival  at  my  friendly  con- 
valefcent  quarters,  at  the  Hope,  twocircum- 
ftances  have  offered  to  my  notice,  which 
afford  very  flriking  examples  of  the  character 
of  flaves,  and  which  you  would  not  excufe 
me  were  1  to  omit  noting.  A  French  pri- 
vateer, which,  for  fome  time  pafl:,  had  been 
lurking  about  the  leeward  coaft  of  thefe  co- 
lonies, had  captured  a  confiderable  number  of 
fmall  prizes,  and  in  particular  feveral  of  the 
planters'  boats,  which  had  been  in  the  habit 
of  going  down  to  Effequibo  to  fetch  plan- 
tains, as  provifions  for  the  flaves.  Among 
thefe,  two  boats  lately  fell  into  their  hands, 
belonging  to  Mr.  Kendall  and  Mr.  Green,  the 
latter  of  whom  refides  not  far  diftant  from 
the  Hope  ;  but  on  account  of  the  privateer 
not  having  hands  enough,  on  board,  to  man 
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all  her  prizes,  the  negroes  of  Mr.  Kendall's 
boat  were  put  on  board  the  boat  belonging 
to  Mr.  Green,  and  three  or  four  failors  fent 
from  the  privateer  to  carry  them  into  Trini- 
dad. On  the  paflage  the  Frenchmen  talked 
much  to  the  negroes  about  ]iberty,  equality, 
and  the  rights  of  man,  in  all  the  common  jar- 
gon of  the  revolution  ;  holding  out  to  them  the 
high  enjoyment  of  gaining  their  freedom  ; 
and  afluring  them  that  they  would  be  carried 
from  Trinidad  to  Guadalope,  where  they 
would  be  releafed  from  their  llavery,  become 
fellow-citizens,  and  remain  in  future  their 
own  mq/iers.  But  thefe  poor  blacks,  having 
been  treated  with  great  kindnefs  and  huma- 
nity by  their  owners,  and  not  having  been 
bred  in  the  modern  Gallic  fchool,  could  not 
be  made  to  comprehend  the  fafcinating  doc- 
trine of  equality,  and  therefore  perverfely  re- 
jeded  the  proffered  French  Liberty ;  and  in- 
flead  of  rejoicing,  as  it  v.'as  fuppofed  they 
would,  to  accept  their  freedom  from  the 
hands  of  thefe  revolutionary  republicans, 
they  concerted  a  plan  to  refcue  the  boat,  and 
take  it  back  to  their  mafters  ;  in  which  at- 
tempt they  met  with  complete  fuccefs,  but 
unhappily  it  was  attended  with  that  favage 
inhumanity  which  charaderifes  the  Africans. 
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A  litle  before  they  came  within  light  of  Tri- 
nidad they  felzed  an  opportunity  of  rifing 
upon  the  Frenchmen,  and,  not  fatisfied  with 
fnbduing  them,  they  murdered  every  one  of 
them,  and  threw  their  mangled  bodies  into 
the  fea  :  then,  like  faithful  ilaves,  put  the 
boat  about,  and  made  the  beft  of  their  way 
up  the  coaft,  returning,  much  pleafed,  to 
their  owners,  and  to  their  talk  of  llavery. 
The  party  confided  of  five  negroes  belonging 
to  Mr.  Kendall,  and  three  (two  men  and  a 
boy)  belonging  to  Mr.  Green.  On  my  afking 
them  why  they  did  not  bring  the  Frenchmen 
on  fhore  as  prifoners,  inftead  of  killing  them, 
their  reply  fpake  one  of  the  unhappy  truths 
of  flavery,  and  proved  that  the  lives  of  thefe 
unfortunate  Frenchmen  were  facrificed  to  an 
unjuft  law  always  operating  againft  the  ne^ 
groes.  ''^  Ah  Majfa^''  faid  they  "  we  Afraid 
^em  tell  lies  upor.  iis^  and  him  people  always  be- 
lieve Backra  man  fooner  as  Negro fo 

ive  tink  it  beji  for  kill  ''em  allT — Thefe  poor 
flaves  were  aware  that  againft  the  evidence 
of  a  white  man,  whether  it  were  true  or  falfe, 
they  could  not  be  heard  j  therefore,  to  pre- 
vent the  poffibiUty  of  any  falfe  reports  of 
their  prifoners  operating  to  their  prejudice^ 
they  deemed  it  wife  to  fecure  themfelves  the 
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privilege  of  giving  tlielr  teftimony  in  the  caufe 
of  truth,  by  deftroylng  thofe  whofe  voices 
might  have  prevented  it. 

The  other  clrcumftance  was  likewlfe  one 
In  which  the  negroes  were  equally  faithful  to 
each  other,  and  equally  a<5ted  in  concert ;  but 
it  was  in  a  widely  different  caufe.  A  gentle- 
man coming  in  a  boat  from  the  town  to  his 
brother's  houfe  upon  this  coaft,  finding  the 
tide  flacken  before  he  arrived,  came  on  fhore, 
and  proceeded  the  remainder  of  the  way  by 
Jand,  leaving  his  negroes  to  follow  him  in  the 
boat ;  in  which  he  left  a  trunk  containing  his 
clothes,  a  brace  of  plftols,  and  a  pocket-book 
with  bills  and  notes  to  the  amount  of  jTzooo. 
The  negroes  arrived  fafely  with  the  fucceed- 
ing  tide,  but  brought  the  unfortunate  intelli- 
gence, that  the  boat  had  been  fwamped  in  a 
heavy  furf,  and  the  trunk  wafhed  overboard 
and  loft  in  the  fea.  This  happened  many 
weeks  ago,  and  for  fome  time  after  the  re- 
ported accident  the  coaft  was  very  carefully 
fearched,  at  each  ebb  of  the  tide,  in  the  hope 
that  the  ftrong  flowing  of  the  water  might 
have  caft  the  trunk  on  (bore,  and  that  it  might 
be  found  on  the  beach  ;  but  it  never  appeared, 
^nd  was  .at  length  giveri  up  as  loft.     A  tevv 
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days  ago,  the  owner  of  it  happening  to  call  in 
at  a  public  audlion,  he  there  recognifed  a  brace 
of  piftols  which  were  expofed  for  fale,  as  the 
identical  piftols  which  had  been  loft  in  his 
trunk.  From  this  circumftance  it  became 
manifeft,  that  either  the  trunk  muft  have  been 
found,  or  it  had  never  been  loft  :  and  fufpicion 
falling  upon  the  negroes,  they  were  minutely 
examined  as  to  the  fad:,  but  they  moft  pofi- 
tively  denied  having  any  knowledge  of  the 
trunk  Of  piftols,  fmce  the  time  when  the  boat 
was  fwamped.  Still  the  inquiry,  in  fome  de- 
gree, countenanced  the  fufpicion,  and  feemed 
to  ftrengthen  the  probability  that  the  things 
faid  to  have  been  loft  had  been  ftolen  by  the 
negroes,  under  whofe  charge  they  had  been 
left  in  the  boat.  The  piftols  were  remarkable, 
and  they  exhibited  no  ruft,  nor  any  other  ap- 
pearance of  injury;  which  muft  have  been  the 
cafe,  in  the  event  of  their  having  been  at  the 
bottom  of  the  fea.  Perfuafions,  threats,  and 
entreaties  were  equally  unavailing:  both  the 
negroes  folemnly  protefted  that  the  trunk  had 
been  waftied  out  of  the  boat  into  the  ocean, 
and  that  they  had  never  feen  either  that  or 
the  piftols  fmce.  On  this,  a  very  ftrid  in- 
quiry was  made,  proceeding  ftep  by  ftep  from 
the  au^ioueer,  and  the  piftols  were  regularly 
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triced  back  to  thefe  very  negroes,  notwith« 
{landing  all  their  pofitive  and  unihaken  af- 
fertlons.  They  were  accordingly  examined 
again,  and  being  told  to  whom  they  delivered 
them,  and  through  whofe  hands  they  had 
pafled  in  fucceflion  to  the  audioneer,  they 
were  at  lafl:  brought  to  confefs  that  they  had 
fold  the  piftols;  but  ftill  they  moft  obfti- 
nately  infifted  that  they  had  found  them, 
alone,  upon  the  beach,  fome  days  after  the 
boat  was  fwamped,  and  denied  all  knowledge 
regarding  the  trunk,  idly  pretending  that  the 
piftols  had  fallen  out  in  the  fea,  and  been 
brought  on  fhore  with  the  tide  :  but  this  was 
too  barefaced,  and  their  condud  cotild  no 
longer  be  tolerated  : — when  the  piftols  began 
to  fwim,  it  was  time  to  fpeak  in  plain  terms  : 
2000/.  was  a  ferious  fum,  and  it  was  now 
evident  that  the  trunk  had  never  feen  the 
depth  of  the  ocean  ;  the  negroes  were  there- 
fore told,  that  unlefs  they  would  acknowledge 
what  had  become  of  it,  they  Ihould  be  feverely 
flogged,  and  the  punifhment  repeated  every 
morning,  until  they  fhould  confefs  the  truth. 
But  every  threat  was  in  vain  !  They  were, 
confequently,  led  out  to  be  puniflied :  yet  their 
mafter  was  humane,  and  always  felt  great  re- 
ludanceinpuniChing  hisflaves;  wherefore  after 
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they  were  tied  down,  the  lafh  was  fufpended, 
and  a  pardon  promifed  them,  if  they  would 
give  the  information  required.     But  no  !  The 
whip  infpired  no  terrors,  and  they  perfevered 
in  vowing  their  innocence  refpe£ling  all  but 
the  piftols.      The  drivers  were  accordingly 
directed  to  let  the  whips  fall ;  and  after  giving 
them  a  few  laflies,  the  punilhment  was  again 
fufpended,  and  the  offer  of  forgivenefs  re- 
peated, if  they  would  tell  what  they  had  done 
with  the  pocket-book  and  the  clothes ;  but 
they  were  as  perverfely  deaf  to  punifhment, 
as  to  threats  and  entreaties,  and  denied  the 
truth  as  obftinately  as  ever.     Accordingly  the 
ftripes  were  repeated,  and  they  were  after- 
wards put  into  the  flocks,  in  feparate  places 
of  confinement,  for  the  night.     In  the  courfe 
of  the  fame    evening,  from  inquiries  made 
among  the  negroes  of  an  adjoining  eflate, 
fome  traces  were  difcovcred  of  the  trunk,  and 
one   of  the  fhirts  which  it   had  contained. 
This  w^as  accordingly  told  to  each  of  the  two 
negroes  who  had  been  punifhed ;  but  they 
Jiill perft/ledm  afferting  their  innocence.    The 
following  morning  they  were  again  led  to  the 
flake,  but  before  their  punifhment  was  re- 
newed, the  offer  was  repeated  to  releafe  and 
forgive  them  if  they  would  confefs  j  yet  they 
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ftlll  defied  the  whip,  and.  fubmltted  to  be 
puniflied  a  fecond  time  without  making  any 
further  difcovery ;  and,  indeed,  from  every 
part  of  their  conduct  it  is  highly  probable  that 
they  would  have  fuffered  death,  rather  than 
have  impeached  each  other,  or  betrayed 
the  fa6l  :  but,  fortunately,  flratagem  fucceed- 
ed  in  attaining  what  force  could  never  have 
effeded. 

An  old  and  faithful  nes:ro  named  Peter, 
having  conceived  a  plan  to  bring  them  to  con- 
fefhon,  came  to  his  mafter  to  beg  a  bottle  of 
rum,  faying,  "  If  Majfa  gib  Peter  one  bottle 
ofrtwiy  Peter  t'lnk  he  can  fuid  him  tru7ik  for 
MaJJar 

Great  confidence  had  always  been  placed 
in  this  man,  therefore,  without  alking  many 
queftions,  the  rum  was  given  to  him  as  he  de- 
fired  ;  and,  true  enough  !  the  trufty  Peter  re- 
turned to  his  mafter,  only  a  few  hours  after, 
with  a  full  and  correcfl  hiftory  of  the  trunk 
and  its  contents. 

The  ftratagem  he  had  formed  fucceeded 
moft    completely,  and    Peter  obtained  from 
each  of  the  negroes  a  detailed  and  fimilar  ac- 
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count  of  the  whole  affair.  He  went  firft  to 
Anthony,  and  under  the  ihow  of  fympathy 
compaffionated  his  fufferings,  and  condemned 
the  injuftice  of  his  punifhment ;  then,  with 
feeming  kindnefs,  and  a  parade  of  privacy, 
offered  him  fome  rum,  and  repeated  it  glafs 
after  glafs,  until  the  unfufpecting  'Tony  was 
quite  intoxicated. 

Now  was  Peter's  time  to  beat  the  charge  ; 
which  he  did  by  complaining  of  the  other 
negro,  Anthony's  colleague,  as  a  treacherous 
hypocrite,  and  roufing  the  indignation  of 
'Tony  againft  him,  by  accufmg  him  of  having 
broken  his  faith,  and  told  all  about  the  trunk  ; 
adding  that  he  had  thus  procured  his  own 
pardon  and  releafe,  "  ivhilji  ofily  poor  Tony 
left  in  ^em  "^ locks  to  bejiogged again  to-morrou>r 
'Tony  was  ftruck  with  horror  on  hearing 
that  his  comrade  had  betrayed  him,  and  in  the 
heat  of  his  abufe,  and  execration,  divulged  to 
the  fubtle  Peter  the  whole  fecret— who  then 
attempted  to  calm  him,  by  faying,  that  as 
he  alfo  now  told  the  truth,  he  would  apply 
to  his  mafter,  begging  him  to  releafe  "  '^Tony 
as  well  as  t'other^"*  Having  by  this  fineffe 
obtained  the  whole  hiftory  from  Anthony, 
Peter  next  went  to  the  place  where  the  other 
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negro  was  confined,  taking  with  him  the  re- 
mainder of  the  rum,  and  proceeding  in  the 
fame  manner,  rebuked  him  for  not  telling  the 
truth,  and  obtaining  his  pardon  and  releafe  as 
'Tony  had  done,  faying — "  Why  you  no  tell 
too  I  den  Majfa  nojiog  you  again,  but  forgive 
you,  and  let  you  free  like  ^Tony^  This  poor 
man  being  heated  with  rum,  was  deceived  like 
the  other,  and  exprefled  himfelf  iliocked  at 
the  bafe  cowardice  of  his  comrade  in  having 
betrayed  their  fecret,  in  order  to  avoid,  fur- 
ther punifhment.  The  wily  old  Peter  ftill 
provoking  his  anger  towards  'Tony,  led 
him  on  to  difclofe  all  the  fads,  which,  cor- 
refponding  with  the  details  of  the  other, 
confirmed  their  corredlnefs,  and  left  not  a 
doubt  but  the  ftatement  of  each  was  found- 
ed in  truth. 

Having  thus  far  fucceeded,  Peter  came  to 
his  mafler  with  the  empty  bottle,  and  relating 
the  whole  of  his  proceedings,  in  obtaining  the 
information,  told  him  how  the  trunk  and  its 
contents  had  been  difpofed  of,  and  where  fe- 
verai  of  the  things  might  ftill  be  found. 

It  proved,  that  inftead  of  the  trunk  being 
waflied    overboard,   the   two   negroes,  who 
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had  been  left  to  bring  on  the  boat,  had 
ftolen  it,  and  had  difpofed  of  its  contents, 
by  felling  fome,  and  depofiting  others  with 
the  flavesofthe  adjoining  plantations;  upon 
whom  feveral  of  the  articles  of  wearing  ap- 
parel were  found  the  next  morning,  when 
Anthony  and  his  comrade,  (till  manacled, 
were  led  by  Peter  to  the  fpot,  in  order  that 
they  might  point  out  to  him  where  they  were 
concealed. 

Not  knowing  the  value  of  the  bills  and 
notes,  nor  how  to  negociate  them,  the  con- 
tents of  the  pocket-book  met  the  fame  fate,  as 
the  unfortunate  Frenchmen  on  board  of  Mr. 
Green's  boat,  and  upon  the  fame  principle  :• — 
they  were  dcftroyed,  and  thrown  into  the  fea, 
left,  as  the  negroes  expreffed  it,  they  fhould 
tell  lies  upon  them!  for  their  ignorant  preju- 
dices reprefent  letters,  and  other  writings, 
in  the  fame  dangerous  character  as  the 
tongues  of  white  men  !  Although  the  bills 
and  notes  were  irrecoverably  loft,  ftill  it  afford- 
ed confiderable  fatlsfadion,  to  know  that  they 
had  not  fallen  into  the  hands  of  any  one  who 
might  bring  them  to  an  illicit  market  ;  for, 
that  there  were  perfons  in  the  colony  unprin- 
cipled enough  to  have   received  them,  up0f\ 
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very  eafy  terms,  from  the  negroes,  was  but  too 
manifeft,  from  the  fad  of  the  piftols,  which 
had  not  gone  from  Anthony,  or  his  comradcj 
or  any  of  their  colour^  In  a  dire^  line  to  the 
auctioneer  ! 
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LETTER   XIV. 

Ntws  from  Efi gland  implies  a   nvide  fpreading  war,  and  a 
transformation  of  the  coalition  againd  France.     Spanifh 
luar  a  joyous  occurrence  to  Engli/h  failors,     Stravge  pre- 
tence urged  by  the  Spanifh  government.     Inter efiingfttua- 
tion  of  the  Englifh  upon  the  coafi  of  South  America.     Ar- 
rival of  medical  officers  at  Detaarara.     Author  receives  in- 
flruElions  to  continue  in  Guiana.     Regret  on  account  of  his 
letters  being  forwarded  to  St.  Domingo.     Mr.  Blackader 
and  the  author  again  well.     Mr.  Jordan  attacked  with 
fever.     Kelapfes  of  fever  at  the  time  of  the  fpring  tides. 
Contemplations  on  thefubjeEl  of  England^  after  efcapingfrom 
the  yellow  f ever.    Sick  reports  from  the  J/Iands.    Phyftcians 
defroyed.     Death  of  Col.   Gammell.      7he  happy  profpeEi 
cf  returning  to  England  unprofperous  to  the  officers  of  the 
93</.  regiment.  Prediclion  of  Col.  Gammell  ou  leaving  De- 
mar  ar  a.  EjfeB  ofthedryfeafon  —  with  refpeit  tothefuk — 
%vith  refpecl  to  the  roads.   Temperature  of  climate.    Range, 
cf  the     thermometer.      A   deputy  purveyor  and    hofpital 
mates  arrive  at  Demarara.      Sir  Ralph  Abercromby  re- 
turns to  England.    General  Graham  left  in  cemmand.    Ru- 
mour of  an  expeHed  attack  from  Surinam.     AWefl  India 
led.  A  female  negro-driver.    Trifles  fometimes  become  mat- 
ters of  importance.     Ctiffom  refpetling  beef—refpe£lingfu- 
pirals.     Miflake  of  an  Englif}}  lady. 

La  Bourgade,  Nov.  17. 

X*  OR  fome  time  pafl  we  have  been  anxioufly 
looking  for  news  from  England.  Papers  arc 
at  length  arrived,  and  wc  read,  that  inftead  of 
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drawing  nigh  to  a  peace,  we  are  only  now 
entering  upon  a  wide-fpreading  war.  The 
great  coalition  againft  France  appears  to  be 
falling  away — -or  rather  to  be  veerin>g  round, 
and  to  point  againft  the  defenders,  inftead  of 
the  difturbers  of  mankind  !  Our  failors  will 
not  lament  that  the  Spaniards  have  thrown 
away  the  fcabbard,  and  joined  the  lift  of  their 
enemies ;  for,  with  them,  they  always  expedl 
to  exchange  cannon-ball,  for  the  more  fulmi- 
nating  ore  of  the  Mexican  mines. 

Amongft  the  fiimfy  pretences  urged  by 
Spain  for  this  ad  of  folly,  and  felf-degradation, 
we  read  that  the  capture  of  thefe  colonies  is 
wrought  up  into  a  mighty  offence.  Poor 
(laves  of  the  great  fiation^  they  muft  plead 
fomething,  however  abfiird  !  They  are  told  to 
do  it  :  and  in  their  fhamelefs  imbecility,  it 
only  remains  to  them to  obey ! 

By  infpeding  the  map  you  will  find  that 
our  fituation  upon  this  coaft  is  now  rendered 
peculiarly  interefting,  having  enemies  on  each 
fide,  the  wild  Indians  and  deep  woods  behind^ 
and  the  foaming  ocean  before  us.  The 
Spaniards  are  on  our  left,  and  to  leeward  ; 
the  Dutch  and  French  to  windward  on  our 
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right  I — clofe    In    our  rear    are    heavy  and 
impenetrable  forefts,  inhabited  by  wild  and 
naked  tribes  ;  and  our  whole  front  is  bounded 
by  the  open  fea.     Our  new  foes  will   have 
more  caufe   of  alarm  from  us,  than    we  can 
poffibly  have  from  them  : — being  to  leeward 
of  us,  we  (hall  be  able  to   run  down,  at   any 
time,  and  furprize  them   at  Trinidad,  or  the 
Caraccas  :  whereas  it  might  coft  them  a  voy- 
age  of  many    days  to    make    their    paffage, 
againft  the  trade  winds,  far  enough  to  annoy 
us  with  any  effect  :  further,  the  fuperiority  of 
our  fleet  gives  us  fo  entirely  the  command  of 
the  coaft,  that  the  Spanifh  veflels  may  be  ex- 
peded  to  afford  aplentiful  harveftto  our  floops 
and  privateers. 

An  exprefs  announcing  the  arrival  of  a 
reinforcement  of  medical  oflicers  from  Marti- 
nique called  me,  fomewhat  fuddenly,  from  my 
hofpitable  convalefcent  quarters,  at  Mahaica. 
On  hearing  that  thefe  gentlemen  were  come, 
the  fuggeftion  naturally  occurred,  that  it  was  a 
detachment  from  the  hofpital  ftafFof  the  Cha- 
ribbee  iflands,  fent  to  relieve  the  divifion  of 
the  St.  Domingo  ftaff,  and  to  fet  us  at  li- 
berty to  proceed  to  our  original  deftination  : 
^but  fo  far  from  this  being  the  cafe,  the  rein- 
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and  mate  ;  and  inftead  of  orders  being  fent  to 
us  to  fet  off  for  St.  Domingo,  I  have  receiv- 
ed copies  of  hofpital  papers,  and  inftru^tions 
for  my  guidance,  in  direding  the  duties  of  the 
medical  department  of  thefe  colonies. 

Thus  It  would  feem  that  fome  determina- 
tion has  been  taken  at  head  quarters,  regarding 
us ;  and  that  in  future  w^e  are  to  be  attach- 
ed to  the  hofpital  ftafTof  the  Charibbeeillands. 

In  this  I  know  of  no  greater  regret  I  fhall 
experience,  than  that  of  being  prevented  from 
meeting  the  kind  remembrances  of  my  friends, 
which  I  had  anxioufly  looked  to,  as  accumu- 
lating for  me  at  St.  Domingo,  during  many 
months  paft.  At  the  fame  time  I  grieve  to 
know,  that  another  period,  equally  long,  may 
yet  be  confumed  before  I  can  hear  from  you, 
notwithftandingthat  preJfent  appearances  feeni 
to  fix  Guiana  as  niy  permanent  home, 

I  now  feel  it  a  fevere  mortification,  that 
1  ihould  have  fo  long  arranged  for  my  let- 
ters to  be  fent  to  St.  Domingo,  but  I  hope  to 
be  more  fortunate  in  faying .....  write  to  me 
at  Demarara, 
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Of  myfelf  I  need  not  fpeak,  for  my 
ftrength  Is  fo  rapidly  returning  that  I  fcarcely 
belong  either  to  the  lift  of  fick  or  convalef- 
cents.  My  comrade,  Mr.  Blackader,  is  alfo 
grovving  ftrong,  and  forgetting  his  invalid  feel- 
ings, but  Mr.  Jordan,  one  of  my  afTiftants,  has 
fuffered  a  late  attack,  from  which,  after  much 
danger,  he  is  only  flowlyjecovering.  Having 
before  mentioned  to  you  the  circumftance  of 
the  relapfes  of  fever,  correfponding  remark- 
ably with  the  periods  of  the  moon,  I  m.ay 
now  tell  you,  that  the  fadt  was  particularly 
noticed  in  the  cafe  of  this  gentleman.  He  fuf- 
fered a  relapfe  during  his  early  convalefcence, 
and  it  was  remarked  that,  on  the  fame  day,  four 
of  the  patients  in  the  hofpital  had  a  renewed 
attack  of  the  fever.  Thistoincidence  led  us  to 
look  at  the  almanack,  when  it  was  found  to  be 
the  day  previous  to  the  change  of  the  moon- 
Mr.  Blackader  with  our  recovering  af- 
fiftant  and  myfelf,  all  in  different  ftages  of 
convalefcence,  having  met  together  a  few 
evenings  ago,  it  happened  that  the  converfa- 
tion  turned  from  yellow  fever,  and  other  ills, 
to  the  many  comforts  of  our  dear  England; 
and  if  you  could  know  hov/  gratefully  our 
whole  minds  were  abforbed  on  this  inexhaufti- 
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ble  fubje£t,  and  the  high  delight  which  the  cotl- 
verfation  led  us  to  contemplate,  in  returning 
to  the  tranquil  enjoyments  of  that  happy  and 
falubrious  home,  you  might  almoft  envy  us 
a  long  abfence,  and  the  danger  of  never  feeing 
our  native  ifland  again ! 

The  reports  from  Martinique,  Grenada, 
and  St.  Lucie,  refpeifting  the  ravages  of  dif- 
cafe,  I  am  forry  to  find,  are  not  more  favorable 
than  our  own.  The  great  fcourge  of  the 
climate  has  made  fad  havoc  in  thele  illands, 
and  the  medical  officers,  we  are  told,  have 
fulFered  in  full  pioportion.  Of  the  phyficians 
who  were  attached  to  the  windward  expedi- 
tion, four  have  already  fallen  vidims  to  dif- 
eafe — viz.  Dodors  Riollay,  Story,  Clifton,  and 
Suttleworth.  With  fincere  grief  I  likewife 
hear  of  the  death  of  poor  Colonel  Gammell, 
who  fo  lately  left  us  in  the  fuUnefs  of  health. 
In  his  lofs  the  fervice  has  to  lament  a  mofl: 
valuable  officer.  The  removal  of  this  gentle- 
man and  his  comrades  of  the  93d  regiment 
from  thefe  colonies,  inftead  of  being  accom- 
panied with  all  the  comfort  which  attached  to 
the  profped  of  returning  to  England,  feems 
to  have  been  but  the  fignal  of  unhappy  events. 
While  they  remained  together  at  Berbifche, 
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^hd  under  Colonel  Gammell's  excellent  rules 
of  command,  the  whole  of  the  officers  were 
fmgularly  healthy,  but  the  fufpenfion  of  the 
regular  fyflem  he  had  maintained,  and  a  total 
relaxation  from  duty,  together  with  the  hurry 
of  embarkation,  and  perhaps  the  liberal  glafs 
at  parting  from  other  comrades,  while  they 
have  unfortunately  removed  the  happy  ex- 
emption from  diieafe,  which  thofe  gentlemen 
had  enjoyed,  have  alfo  proved  the  high  utility 
of  a  rigid  and  correal  difcipline  in  thefe  de- 
ft rudive  regions* 

One  of  the  officers  of  the  93d  died  at  De- 
marara,  whither  he  had  arrived  from  Ber- 
bifche,  preparatory  to  going  on  board  thefliip 
in  which  he  was  to  have  proceeded  to  Eng- 
land :  now,  we  hear  of  the  death  of  Colonel 
Gammell  at  Martinique  :  and  a  third  officer, 
of  the  fame  regiment,  was  prevented  from 
embarking  with  his  comrades  by  an  attack  of 
fever,  which  had  nearly  deprived  him  of  life, 
and  which  ftill  detains  him  among  us.  The 
Colonel  left  Demarara  at  the  time  I  was  lying 
dangeroufly  ill,  and  was  one  of  the  friends 
who  on  turning  from  my  bed-fide,  fhook  his 
head  and  defpaired  of  ever  feeing  me  again. 
Alas !  I  grieve  to  find  him  fo  correal  in  the 
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fad,  although  his  apprehenfions  did  not  gO 
to  the  event  precifely  as  it  occurred — for  little 
did  he  expert  that  it  would  be  my  lot  to  live, 
and  thus  foon  deplore  his  death  ! 

At  the  La  Bourgade  hofpital,  as  v^ell  as 
at  Mahaica,  we  feel  the  efFed:  of  the  prefent 
dry-feafon,  the  numbers  on  our  fick-lifl  being 
confiderably  lefs  than  for  feveral  months  paft, 
yet  the  dread  remains  of  expiring  difeafe  have 
lately  afforded  us  too  frequent  opportunities 
of  profecuting  the  comparative  examinations 
I   before  mentioned  to  you,   and    we    have 
availed  ourfelves  of  them  to  a  confiderable  ex- 
tent.    Among  the  advantages  arifing  from 
the  dry  weather  with  which  thefe  colonies 
have  lately  been  blefled,  no  one  is  more  con- 
fpicuous    than    the    improvement    which    it 
has  effeded   in  our  deep  and  muddy  roads. 
Hitherto  they  have  been  intolerably  bad,  and 
indeed,  on  account  of  the  depth  of  wet  and 
ftifFclay,  almoft  impaflable.     At  prefent  they 
are  dry,  and  from  being  upon  a  perfect  level, 
and  the  clay  being  hardened  and  worn  fmooth, 
they  are  as  fine  roads  for  travelling   as  the 
very  beft  that  you  have  in  England. 

Since  the  weather  has  been   fettled,  we 
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find  the  thermometer  rife  occafionally  at  noon 
as  high   as   86   or  87 — ufually   it  has  been 
from  82  to  S^-     This  climate  is  perhaps  one 
of  the  mod  fteady  in  the  world,  the  range  of 
the  thermometer,  upon  the  cultivated  part  of 
the  coaft,  being  only  from  11   to  15  degrees. 
Moil:  commonly  the  mercury  is  at  73   at  fix 
o'clock   in  the    morning — and   at  noon    84. 
The  loweft  I  have  feen  it,  at  any  time,  was 
72 — and   the   higheft    87.     From   living   in 
conftant  heat  and  relaxation   our  bodies  be- 
come highly  fenfible  to  cold,  and  I  fometimes 
feel  my  fingers  chilly,  as  in  an  autumn  morn- 
ing in   England,  although  the  thermometer 
ftands  as  high  as  74. 

Since  the  arrival  of  the  garrlfon  furgeon 
and  affiftant,  our  department  has  been  further 
ftrengthened  with  the  addition  of  a  deputy 
purveyor,  and  fome  hofpital  mates.  Thefe 
gentlemen  are  come  in  good  time  to  enjoy  the 
evening  fliade  of  our  toils.  We  have  fup- 
ported  the  fevere  labour  and  fatigue  of  the 
fickly  feafon  without  them,  and  they  now 
find  us  well  feafoned  in  our  duty,  and  with 
our  hofpitals  far  lefs  crowded.  When  we 
mod  wanted  them,  their  fervices  were  moft 
required  in  the  iflands,  and  now  we  have  lefs 
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occarion  for  them,  they  can  beft  be  fpared. 
However  I  am  bu'ily  engaged  in  making  up 
the  returns,  and  all  the  neceffary  accounts  and 
hofpital  papers,  from  the  time  of  our  arrival 
in  thefe  colonies,  and  fhall  hope  foon  to  be 
relieved  from  one  branch  of  my  late  duty,  by 
refigning  to  our  newly  arrived  deputy  pur- 
veyor the  bufmefs  of  his  department. 

The  gentlemen  who  have  joined  us  bring 
much  news  of  the  iflands,  and  of  the  army,  but 
we  do  not  learn  that  any  attack  is  at  prefent 
meditated  upon  Guadaloupe.  Indeed  the 
army  feems  to  have  lapfed  into  a  flate  of  re- 
pofe,  and  probably  no  adive  operations  will 
be  refumed,  until  the  return  of  the  com- 
mander in  chief  from  England  ;  whither  he 
is  gone,  it  is  fuppofed,  to  concert  meafures 
for  purfuing  the  obje<5t  of  the  expedition  : 
and,  perhaps,  with  the  new  campaign,  new 
projedis  may  be  formed,  and  new  enterprizes 
undertaken.  During  the  abfence  of  Sir 
Ralph  Abercromby,  General  Graham  is  left 
in  command. 

Rumour  has  lately  threatened  us  with  an 
attack  from  Surinam,  but  we  feel  no  alarm  on 
this  fubjedt  ;    having  an    adequate  force  to 
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meet  the  enemy  at  fea,  and  troops  enough, 
on  fhore,  to  refift  any  detachment  which 
the  Dutch  might  be  able  to  fend  from  that 
colony. 

I  fear  you  will  find  this  letter  to  confifi: 
of  a  ftrange  and  tedious  melange,  but  as  you 
defire  to  hear  of  all  that  ftrikes  me  as  uncom- 
mon or  peculiar,  I  ought  not  to  omit  men- 
tioning to  you  the  form  of  a  bed,  which  I  faw 
lately  at  the  houfe  of  one  of  the  richeft 
planters  in  the  colony.  Its  conftrudion  was 
novel,  but  extremely  well  contrived  for  the 
climate.  The  bed  was  of  ample  width,  and 
from  being  covered  with  a  hard  mattrefs, 
might  have  feemed  well  calculated  for  avoid- 
ing the  inconvenience  of  exceffive  heat ;  but 
Weft  Indian  luxury hadgonefurther,  and  form- 
ed the  bedftead  into  two  different  ftages,  the 
one  about  eight  inches  higher  than  the  other, 
fo  as,  while  lying  under  the  fame  covering, 
completely  to  feparate  the  mulatto  nymph 
from  her  lord.  What  would  the  fairer  dames 
of  Europe  fay  to  fuch  a  contrivance,  calculated 
to  drive  them  away,  at  pleafure,  to  the  lower 
ftage  of  a  hufband's  bed  ? 

On  my  way  down  the  coafl  from  Ma- 
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haica,  I  alfo  obferved  among  the  flaves,  what 
to  me  was  a  novelty  ;  although  I  was  told, 
by  a  gentleman  of  the  colony,  that  it  was  by 
no  means  uncommon.  In  one  of  the  fields 
we  pafled  a  gang  of  negroes  employed  at 
their  labour,  with  a  female  driver  carrying  the 
whip  at  their  backs.  On  my  remarking  that 
it  was  not  a  becoming  duty  for  the  heau  fexe 
— that  the  nature  of  the  lady  might  be  too 
tender  to  admit  of  her  correcting  the  ftrong— 
and  her  arm  too  feeble  to  enable  her  to  chaf- 
tife  the  idle,  my  companion  replied,  that  I 
was  much  miftaken,  for  that  on  the  contrary 
the  "  ivomen  drivers ^^  were  lometlmes  pecu- 
liarly fevere,  and  often  correded  the  ftouteft 
flaves  with  no  feeble  arm. 

The  following  anecdote  forces  upon  my 
mind  a  fadt  which  is  perhaps  univerlally  ob- 
ferved, viz.  that,  where  the  population  is 
thin,  the  fociety  confined  to  a  few,  and  the 
intercourfe  with  other  places  bounded  by  nar- 
row limits,  trifles  gain  importance,  and  oc- 
currences which,  in  themfelves,  are  infignifi- 
cant,  become  fubjeds  of  converfation,  and,  in 
fome  degree,  of  intereft.  Hence  the  idle  tattle 
of  the  tea  table,  and  the  unmeaning  goflip  of 
a  country  village  \  and  hence,  I  fear,  you  will 
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fay,  many  of  the  ufelefs  remarks  from  the  thin- 
ly inhabited  coaft  of  Guiana  ;  for  I  often  feel 
that  I  note  to  you  circumftances,  which,  in 
themfelves,  are  very  uninterefting ;  yet  if  they 
make  up  any  thing  towards  the  habits  of  the 
people,  or  the  chara£ler  of  the  country  where 
I  am  placed,  fancy  tells  me,  that  you  would 
not  excufe  me  were  I  to  omit  them.  Indeed 
it  only  remains  to  me  to  mark  fuch  events 
and  circumftances  as  pafs  immediately  before 
me,  for  the  preffing  duties  of  my  ftation 
leave  me  neither  time  nor  opportunity  to  en- 
gage in  the  refearches  of  more  remote  utility. 
Accept  then  the  anecdote  alluded  to,  and  place 
it  to  the  account  of  the  habits  and  cuftoms  of 
the  people  of  Demarara  : — at  the  expence  of  a 
lady  from  Barbadoes,  it  has  afforded  amufe- 
ment  to  the  whole  town  of  Stabroek. 

From  the  great  heat  of  climate,  and  the 
confequent  rapidity  with  which  dead  animal 
matter  tends  to  refume  its  gafeous  form,  it  is 
become  a  cullom,  here,  for  the  butcher,  when 
he  is  about  to  kill  beef,  to  fecure  the  fale  of 
the  whole  carcafe,  before  he  {laughters  the 
animal  :  for  which  purpofe  he  fends  round  a 
ticket  or  notice  Informing  the  inhabitants 
when  the  beef  is  to  be  killed,  in  order  that 
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each  perfon  may  put  down  what  part,  and 
what  quantity  he  may  wifli  to  have. — It  Is 
likewife  a  cuftom  among  the  Dutch  people 
to  fend  round  a  notice  when  any  perfon  dies, 
inviting  the  neighbours  to  the  funeral,  and 
this  paper  is  commonly  fuperfcribed  in  con- 
Ipicuous  characters  "  doed  brief ^"^  A  Dutch 
officer  having  died,  the  burial  ticket  was  fent 
round  in  due  form,  when  a  lady,  who  had 
lately  arrived  from  Barbadoes,  reading  the 
words  "  doed  brief"  put  down  her  name  for 
"  twelve  pounds  and  a  half  of  the  buttock." 
The  melfenger  proceeding  throughout  the 
town  with  the  notice,  the  miftake  was  quickly 
known  in  every  houfe,  and  the  gloomy  fo- 
lemnity  of  the  occafion  was  interrupted  by 
the  various  witticifms,  upon  the  Englifh  lady 
befpeaking  twelve  pounds  and  a  half  of  the 
Dutchman's  buttock. 
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LETTER    XV. 

Author  receives  letters  from  England.  Happy  feelings  on 
the  occafion.  Comincticeme?it  of  the  fhort  luet  feajon.  A 
vefftl  arrives— -late  from  St.  Domingo.  Unhappy  report 
efftchnefs  from  that  ijlatid.  Further  itijiances  in  proof  of 
the  coincidence  of  fever  ^  and  the  lunar  periods.  Remarks 
upon  the  degenerate  fentiments  and  pra£li  es  too  often  dif- 
played  in  the  army.  Integrity  a  noxious  iveed.  Counfel  of  an 
individual  to  his  comrade  refpecling  confcience.  Newspa- 
pers arrive  to  the  date  of  Oct.  lid.  Hopes  of  peace  from 
Lord  Malmfburys  miffion  to  Paris. 

Demarara,  Nov.  30. 
irlow  fhall  I  tell  you  the  high  delight  of  this 
happy  week  !  Need  I  fay  more,  than  that 
three  letters  have  reached  me  from  England, 
being  the  firft  that  I  have  received  fmce  leav- 
ing my  home  ahd  my  friends  !  A  fmall  pack- 
et was  fent  to  my  quarters  by  the  command- 
ant, having  come  with  his  letters  from  Mar- 
tinique ;  and  it  would  require  a  long  abfence 
from  thofe  you  efteem  to  enable  you  to  judge 
of  the  tranfport  I  felt,  when  on  fixing  my  eye 
upon  the  fuperfcription,  I  unexpectedly  dif- 
covered  that  they  were  letters  from  England. 
They  had  been  put  into  the  army-bag  at  the 
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war  office,  and  being  addreffed  to  the  head 
quarters  of  the  "  army  in  the  AVeft  Indies," 
were  fortunately  fent  to  Pylartinique  inftead 
of  St.  Domingo,  and  from  thence  forwarded 
hither.  Riches  and  luxury  may  boaft  their 
appalling  pleafures,  but  they  offer  no  enjoy- 
ment fo  exquifite — they  move  not  the  heart 
with  fuch  tender  and  genial  delight,  as  I 
experienced  on  this  glad  occafion.  One  of 
the  letters  was  of  December,  the  two  others  of 
July  and  Auguft  laft.  I  need  not  tell  you 
that  I  read  them  over  and  over,  until  I  could 
repeat  them  all  verbatim  :  but  not  fatisfied 
with  this,  1  took  them  to  my  bed-fide,  and 
perufed  them  again,  after  I  had  laid  me  down 
to  reft,  in  order  to  ftrengthen  the  grateful 
aflbciation  imprefled  upon  my  mind,  and  to 
protect  it  againft  the  oblivious  encroachments  . 
of  Morpheus.  It  were  impollible  to  defcribe 
to  you  how  fweet  w-as  the  repofe,  or  how  de- 
lighting the  dreams  of  this  moft  happy  night! 
Suffice  it  to  know  that  I  was  in  London,  and 
amidft  ye  all,  until  morning  !  Not  a  word  had 
I  heard  from  any  friend  for  nearly  twelve 
long  months  before,  and,  in  the  interval,  the 
fates  had  more  than  once  nearly  feparated 
me  from  them  for  ever.  Now  I  learned  that 
they  were  ftill  mindful  of  me  j  nor  did  any 
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fombre  fhades  cloud  the  intelligence  they  com- 
municated :  all  were  well  and  happy,  and  the 
joyous  tidings  came  to  me  unalloyed. 

I  have  again  to  anounce  to  you  a  change 
of  feafon  in  theie  weftern  regions.  During 
the  latter  part  of  this  month,  we  have  had  fre- 
quent returns  of  rain,  and  the  weather  is  by 
no  means  fo  clear  and  fine  as  it  was  in  Odo- 
ber,  and  the  beginning  of  November  :  but 
we  are  told  that  the  fliort  wet  feafon  is  fet- 
ting  in,  which  will  continue  five  or  fix  weeks  j 
and  that  v/e  are  afterwards  to  expe£l  a  long 
dry  feafon  of  three  or  four  months. 

I  before  remarked  to  you,  that  in  confe- 
quence  of  St.  Domingo  being  fo  far  to  leeward, 
we  very  feldom  receive  any  news  from  thence, 
except  by  way  of  England  ;  but  a  vefTel  is 
now  arrived  at  Demarara,  which  was  fome 
weeks  ago  at  St.  Domingo,  and  I  am  forry  to 
obferve  that  the  captain  brings  a  very  afflict- 
ing report  of  the  ficknefs  which  prevails  in 
that  colony  ;  fuch,  alas  !  as  renders  all  that 
we  have  fufFered,  here,  comparatively  trivial. 

It  has  again  occurred  to  us  to  witnefs  a 
ftriking  coincidence  of  both  the  attack  and 
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relapfe  of  fever,  with  the  period  of  the  fpring 
tides.  Yefterday  four  of  the  convalefcents  in 
the  hofpital  relapfed  into  ague,  and  to-day  five 
new  patients  were  admitted  with  the  fame  dif^ 
eafe,  all  of  whom  v/ere  likewife  attacked  yef- 
terday, only  a  few  hours  before  the  change  of 
moon.^ 

I  can  fcarcely  acquit  myfelf  for  commit- 
ting what  I  know  will  be  a  trefpafs  upon 
your  feelings  ;  yet  I  cannot  avoid  remarking 
that  an  immenfe  field  has  lately  opened  to 
my  contemplation — that  a  huge  and  frightful 
volume  has  been  laid  before  me  upon  the 
important  fubjedt  of  army  ceconomy,  and 
that  I  grieve  to  difcover  how  much  the  high 
fentiments  of  honor,  which  ought  to  attach  to 
every  military  employment,  are  facrificed  to 
pergonal  intereft,  and  fuffered  to  degenerate  in- 
to a  mere  traffic  for  pecuniary  gain.  It  is 
lamentable  to  fee  how  grofsly  the  facred  laws 
of  morality  are  outraged  ;  and  to  know  in 
what  various  inftances  the  confidence  repofed 
in  the  fervants  of  the  public  is  abufed.  To 
fuch  an  extent  is  it  carried,  in  fome  inflances, 
that  a  man  of  integrity  and  correct  princi- 
ples is  regarded  as  a  troublefome  exotic  ;  and 
if  he  does  not  kindly  take  root  in  the  corrupt 
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foil  in  which  he  is  planted,  he  is  fhunned  as 
an  ofTenfive  weed,  which,  but  from  the  dan- 
ger of  pricking  their  lingers,  many  would  de- 
fire  to  pluck  up,  and  call  from  among  them. 

What  think  you  of  a  perfon  holding  a 
commifllon  in  his  Majefly's  fervice  gravely  re- 
commending to  another  officer  "  to  lock  up  his 
ccnfcience  in  a  ftrong  box  before  he  comes  out 
with  the  army  again,  and  refume  it  on  his 
return."  This  modcji  gentleman  might  with 
great  propriety  have  been  afked,  whether  he 
had  ftipulated  to  forfake  his  prefent  habits^ 
and  renew  his  acquaintance,  if  he  ever  had 
any,  with  that  troublefome  thing  called  con- 
icience  on  his  return.  But  without  being  treat- 
ed quite  as  feverely  as  he  merited,  the  reply 
\o  his  friendly  advice,  was  fuch  as  to  diffufe 
a  blufh,  where,  I  much  fafped:,  none  had  been 
feated  for  a  long  time  before  ;  and,  although 
there  may  be  little  hope  of  his  changing  ei- 
ther his  principles  or  his  condudt,  I  appre- 
hend that,  in  future,  he  will  be  more  cautious 
in  avowing  his  very  honorable  fentiments. 
Would  it  could  be  remarked  that  the  opinions 
and  pradices  of  this  man  were  fingular  :  but, 
alas  !  there  are  too  many  proofs  that  they 
are  far,  iiery  far  i^om  being  uncommon;  aU 
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though  but  few  may  be  hafdy  enough  to  de- 
clare them. 

You  will  know  that  we  are  enjoying  one 
of  the  higheft  gratifications,  which  can  be  of- 
fered to  us,  during  our  abfence  from  England, 
when  I  tell  you  that  a  packet  of  newfpapers  is 
juft  arrived  up  to  as  late  a  date  as  Odtober  2  2d. 
We  read  in  them  with  peculiar  pleafure,  that 
notwithftanding  ©urrecent  quarrel  with  Spain, 
fome  hopes  arc  entertained  of  a  fpeedy  pa- 
cification between  the  contending  powers. 
Indf  ed  we  find  it  rumoured  that  Lord  Malmf- 
bury  is  gone  to  Paris  to  negociate  the  terms. 
Tell  me  it  is  true.  Say  that  the  wafteful  cur- 
rent of  blood  is  about  to  ftop — that  we  are 
foon  to  be  recalled  to  our  friends,  and  that 
we  may  find  our  happy  England  feated  in 
the  lap  of  peace,  difpenfing  the  mild  bleffings 
of  induftry  and  tranquillity. 
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LETTER.  XVI. 

Baaih  American  Rangers  go  into  Barracks  near  the  hofpital. 
Scene  of  drilling  the  negroes.  Rough  treatment  iijed  to- 
ivards  them,  by  non-commijjioned  officers  of  their  own  colour. 
Indians  diverted  ivith  feeing  the  black  *•  anvkiuard /quad." 
Britifh  foldiers  confined  in  the  guard  room  of  the  blacks. 
RefpeBing  the  policy  of  employing  the  negroes  in  arms.  Ne- 
gleci  of  religious  ohfervance.  Attempt  to  remedy  it.  Au- 
thor apprehenfive  lefl  his  friend  fJjould  grow  wearied  with 
the  fubjeEl  of  difeafe.  Dutch  and  negro  foldiers  admitted 
into  the  Britipj  hofpital.  The  fymptoms  of  yellow  fever 
ehange  with  the  changes  of  feafon.  Coma  the  more  promi- 
nent feature.  An  account  of  the  fever  publifhed  by  Pere 
I^ahat.  Difficult  recovery  from  furgical  maladies  confined 
to  Europeans.  Uncommon  cafe  of  recovery  in  a  negro. 
3Ir.  Blachader  leaves  Guiana,  An  intended  publication, 
fournal  of  n  common  foldier.  Cufiom  refpeBlng  coloured 
sff spring.  IVomen  of  colour  do  not  afpire  to  the  dignity  of 
becoming  wives  to  the  whites.  Author  procures  a  horff 
Covcerning  the  weather  during  the  wet  feafon. 

La  Bourgade,  Dec.  20. 

Vv  iTH  a  becoming  attention  to  the  health 
and  well-being  of  our  new  corps  of  Rangers, 
it  has  been  deemed  expedient  to  remove  them 
from  their  encampment,  and  place  them  in 
liarracksj  in  order  to  prote(5t  them  from  the 
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rains  of  the  fhort  wet  feafon  which  now  pre- 
vails :   but  unluckily  for  the  peace  and  quiet 
of  our  neighbourhood,  a  large  building    has 
been  fitted  up  for  their  accommodation,  ciofe 
to  the  quarters  of  the    medical  officers,   and 
we  have   all  the  nolfe,  hurry,  and   confufion 
of  the  whole   regiment  conftantly  before  us. 
The  fcene  amidft  which  we  are  placed,  by  this 
arrangement,  exceeds  all  conception,  for  it  is 
of  all  degrees,  and  all  varieties  :   but  v/hether 
gay  or  ferious,  trivial  or  important,  fombre  or 
ludicrous,  it  is    always    noify  and  turbulent. 
The  activity  and  exertion  which  are  required, 
to  bring  fuch  recruits  into  habits  of  method 
and  order,  are  almoft  beyond  belief.     Where 
the  whole,  from  being  bred  up  in   ignorance 
and  conftant  toil,  are  very  much  upon  a  paral- 
lel with  oxen   taken  from  the   plough, 1  you 
will  imagine    what  the  moft  ftupid    of  them 
muft  be,    who   form  that  fele£l   body  termed 
the   "  awkward     fquad."     Upon    beholding 
them  when  they  firft  affemble,  it  might  feem 
nearly  as  pradlicable  to  train  a  party  of  mules 
to  carry  arms.     Tenfold  the  patience  of  the 
all-fubmiffive  patriarch  mud  be   neceflary  to 
teach  them  the  air  and   carriage  of  foldiers, 
and  to  bring  them  into  any  thing  like  military 
difcipline. 
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The  colonel,  zealous  for  their  improve- 
ment,  and  defirous  to  make  foldiers  of  them 
as  fpeedily  as  poffible,is  indefatigable  in  his  at- 
tentions towards  them  ;  and  their  drills  are  fo 
frequent  as  to  keep  them  in  almoft  perpetual 
motion.  The  ridiculous  millakes  tliey  commit 
— their  egregious  blunders — uncouth  geftures, 
and  the  extreme  awkwardnefs  of  their  move- 
ments, might  be  fometimes  diverting,  were  it 
not  that  our  feelings  are  pained  by  the  very 
rough  treatment  exhibited  towards  them,  by 
the  defpotic  ferjeants  and  corporals  of  their 
own  colour. 

Frequently  the  "  awkward  fquad^'  is  led  out 
to  drill,  with  a  proportion  of  non-commiflion- 
ed  officers  nearly  equal  in  number  to  the  pri- 
vates, each  giving  the  word  of  command  in 
the  moft  authoritative  manner,  holding  afhort 
pipe  in  his  mouth,  fcarcely  extending  to  the 
point  of  his  nofe  ;  and  each  bufily  marching 
his  party  to  the  right  and  left,  backwards  and 
forwards,  and  in  every  variety  of  diredion, 
pufhing,  puUing,  and  cuffing  them  about,  as 
if  they  were  machines,  totally  devoid  of  fen- 
fibility.  Often  when  ftepping  forward  to  the 
words  "  left,  right,  left,  right,"  a  ftout  black 
ferjeant  fuddenly  feizes  the  leg  of  forae  one 


who  does  not  put  it  forth  to  his  mind,  and 
jerks  it  on  with  a  force  that  endangers  the  dif- 
location  of  his  hip  ;  when  the  poor  fellow, 
forgetting  that  his  body  muft  maintain  the 
military  fquare,  whatever  becomes  of  his  limbs, 
looks  down  to  fee  that  he  fteps  out  better 
next  time ;  but  another  ferjeant  inftantly 
lodges  his  coarfe  fid  under  his  chin,  and 
throws  back  his  head  with  fuch  violence  as 
almofb  to  break  his  neck.  Again  fixed 
ere£t,  he  unfortunately  looks  to  the  left,  in- 
ftead  of  the  right,  when  his  angry  command- 
er grafping  with  both  hands,  twifts  round  his 
neck,  with  a  force  nearly  fufficient  to  wring 
off  his  head.  Still  fome  unfortunate  mem- 
ber forgets  itfelf,  and  ftrays  out  of  place  :  an 
arm  perhaps  falls  an  inch  before  the  line  in 
which  it  fhould  hang  ;  when  one  of  the  at- 
tending ferjeants,  or  corporals,  forces  it  back 
with  a  thurft  that  might  put  out  the  fhoulder. 
Next  a  knee  is  off  its  guard,  and,  bending  it- 
felf into  eafe,  meets  with  a  fevere  rap  from  a 
huge  grenadier  with  a  fhingle,  or  any  other 
rough  weapon  which  happens  to  be  in  his  hand. 
Then,  by  fome  miftake,  the  right  leg  advances 
inftead  of  the  lefr,  or  the  left  inftead  of  the 
right,  the  remedy  for  which  is  a  hard  kick,  or 
a  rough  blow  upon  the  fhin.     Perhaps  when 
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refting  under  the  word  "  attention''  the  heels 
are  placed  at  an  angle  a  little  more  acute  than 
is  defired,  upon  which  a  broken  board,  or 
fome  other  rough  piece  of  wood  is  thurft  be- 
tween the  naked  ancles,  to  wrench  them 
afunder;  and  not  unfrequently,  at  the  expence 
of  a  painful  excoriation  :  thus  the  poor  black 
is  befet  on  all  quarters  and  at  all  points,  and, 
whether  Handing  or  moving,  feels  the  weight 
of  the  cane,  the  fift,  or  fome  other  weapon, 
upon  either  his  head  or  his  fhoulders,  his 
back,  knees,  fhins,  or  naked  toes. 

Even  the  Indians,  whofe  gravity  feldom 
allows  a  fmile  to  efcape,  have  been  diverted 
at  the  drilling  of  the  black  "  awkward  fquad.'* 
A  party,  from  the  woods,  came  in  one  day  at 
the  gate,  at  the  time  the  regiment  was  under 
arms,  and,  forgetting  their  ufual  referve,  ex- 
prefTed  fymptoms  of  amazement  on  feeing  a 
body  of  negroes  drawn  up  in  a  line,  with 
firelocks  in  their  hands,  and  clothed  in  uni- 
form ;  but  their  attention  was  foon  diverted 
from  the  great  body  of  the  battalion,  by  ob- 
ferving  the  awkward /quad ^  whofe  blundering 
evolutions  feemed  to  afford  them  more  amufe- 
ment  than  any  other  occurrence  we  had  vvrit- 
neffed.     Indeed  it  was  the  firft  time  we  had 
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been  able  to  mark  the  expreffion  of  lur- 
prize  or  curiofity  upon  the  Indian  counte- 
nance. The  bucks  pointed  with  their  arrows 
to  the  unfeemly  group  making  remarks  to  the 
buckeen,  who,  Hke  the  men,  were  fo  roufed 
from  their  indifference  as  to  fmile,  and  feem 
much  diverted. 

t' 
The  lelfons  and  converfations,  com- 
prehending fcolding,  encouraging,  reafoning, 
and  commanding,  ufed  by  the  fergeants  and 
corporals  to  the  heavy  drones  with  whofe 
improvement  they  are  charged,  are  fometimes 
highly  amufing,  and  often  not  without  con- 
fiderable  intereft,  from  tending  to  develope 
their  charaders,  and  the  ftate  of  their  uncul- 
tivated faculties. 

It  happened  lately  that  two  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  foldiers  who  were  employed  at  the  hof* 
pital,  having  been  guilty  of  irregular  conduct, 
were  ordered  into  confinement  ;  and,  from 
it  being  near,  they  were  taken  to  the  guard- 
room of  the  rangers,  v/here,  upon  recovering 
their  fober  fenfes,  they  felt  extremely  fhocked 
at  their  degraded  fituation  in  being  prifoners 
under  the  bayonet  of  negroes,  whom  they 
had  perhaps  cuffed  about  as  flaves,  or  mere 
VOL.  Ilfl.  o 
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beafts  of  burden,  and  were  quite  indignant 
on  recollediing  that  the  very  men  who  were 
now  put  over  them,  even  fmce  their  arrival 
in  the  colony,  had  toiled  all  day  in  the  field, 
goaded  as  horfes  or  oxen.  The  refledion 
may  perhaps  ferve  as  an  ufeful  leffbn  to  them, 
and  teach  them  to  avoid  fimilar  difgrace  in 
future  ;  but  I  wifh  no  unpleafant  jealoufies 
may  arife  among  the  different  corps  of  fol- 
diery.  Poflibly  a  flri£l  difcipline,  and  the 
good  condud:  of  the  officers,  may  divert  any 
invidious  feelings  that  may  be  excited  into  a 
generous  and  laudable  fpirit  of  emulation, 
and  make  the  varieties  of  colour  and  country 
fubfervient  to  ufeful  and  honorable  purpofes  : 
but  it  will  require  no  inconfiderable  addrefs 
to  preferve  a  perfed  harmony  among  blacks 
and  whites,  Dutch,  Englilh,  and  Africans; 
Still  the  difcordance  alluded  to  is  not  all  that 
is  to  be  apprehended  from  training  the  flaves 
to  arms.  It  is  a  meafure  which  unqueftion- 
ably  provides  a  ftrong  defence  for  the  prefent 
exigency- — but  it  admits  of  a  queftion  whe- 
ther it  may  not  be  employing  a  temporary 
convenience  to  eftablilli  what  may  be  found 
a  future  evil.  May  it  not  teach  the  flaves  a 
fa£t  which  will  not  readily  be  forgotten  ; 
may  they  not  learn  that  they  are  not  only 
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the  mofl  numerous,  but,  alfo,  the  ftrongeft 
party  :  in  fhort  -  may  ic  not  Inftrud:  them 
that  they  are  men — and  that  a  fmgle  ftep 
might  enfure  to  them  the  rights  of  their  com- 
mon nature  !  Compared  to  flavery  the  reftric- 
tions  of  miUtary  difcipline  are  as  exquifite 
freedom  ;  and  the  negro  who  has  once  tafted 
it  cannot  be  expeded  to  return  quietly  to  the 
yoke,  and  again  expofe  his  back  to  the 
whip. 

Should  the  fiaves  once  feel  fenfible  of 
their  power,  the  effect  of  this  alTurance  will 
not  be  retarded  by  any  religious  or  moral  con- 
fideration.  Indeed,  as  my  pen  is  led  to  this 
remark,  it  may  not  be  inappropriate  to  follow 
it  by  a  word  upon  the  lotal  negled:  of  reli- 
gious obfervance,  which  prevails  in  thefe  colo- 
nies. Knowing  that  the  eftabliihed  religion 
of  the  Dutch  is  Calvinifm,  you  will  be  much 
furprlzed  to  learn  that  all  the  ceremonies  of 
the  Sabbath  have  been  utterly  difregarded. 
No  church  nor  temple  is  to  be  found  in  the 
fettlements,  nor  have  the  inhabitants  even 
availed  themfelves  of  the  facilities  of  their 
religious  rites  fo  far  as  to  appoint  any  houfe, 
or  other  building,  for  the  performance  of  di- 
vine fervice.     Neglecting  their  own  duties  to 
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the  Deity,  they  have  ufed  no  means  to  incul- 
cate a  fenfe  of  religious  awe,  or  of  moral  con- 
vidtion,  among  the  flaves,  but  have  confided 
the  government  of  thefe  poor  degraded  beings 
folely  to  terror,  and  the  whip.  Sunday,  it  is 
true,  has  been  fet  apart  as  a  day  of  ^reft,  but 
no  folemn  ceremony  marks  it  as  the  Sabbath. 
Idlenefs  and  merriment  only  diftinguifh  it 
from  the  other  fix  days  of  the  week.  It  is 
a  holyday  to  the  negroes,  but  no  part  of  it 
is  devoted  to  their  moral  or  religious  improve- 
ment :  not  one  hour  is  appropriated  to  inftrudt 
them,  in  the  duties  v/e  all  owe  to  the  Creator ; 
or  to  teach  them  the  principles  which  ought 
to  govern  the  conduct  of  man  towards  man. 

Since  our  arrival  a  laudable  attempt  has 
been  made  to  remedy  this  unchriftian-like 
neglect,  but  fuch  is  the  force  of  habit  that, 
hitherto,  the  profpe£t  of  fuccefs  cannot  be  con- 
fidered  as  very  aufpicious.  A  place  has  beea 
appointed  for  the  performance  of  the  duties 
of  the  Sabbath,  and  after  due  notice  being 
given  of  the  time  and  place,  the  military 
chaplain  attended  to  perform  the  fervice  ;  the 
governor  likewife  made  his  appearance  ;  but 
after  waiting  for  a  confiderable  time,  and 
Ending  that  no  further  congregation  aflem- 
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bled,  the  governor  and  chaplain  adjourned, 
and  walked  quietly  home,  poftponing  both 
prayers  and  fermon  to  a  future  occafion. 

I  feel  myfelf  fufpended  between  the  fear 
of  omitting  ought  which  you  would  regret, 
and  the  apprehenfion  of  becoming  weari- 
fome  to  you  upon  an  unpleafant  fubje(St. 
Yet  as  the  difeafe  of  this  climate  is  matter 
of  general  anxiety,  at  the  prefent  moment, 
and  creates  peculiar  intereft,  not  only  in  our 
own  ifland,  but  throughout  the  continents  of 
Europe  and  America,  I  cannot  reconcile  to 
myfelf  to  pafs  it  over  without  noting  to  you, 
from  time  to  time,  the  more  prominent  cir- 
cumftances  which  prefent  themfelves  to  our 
obfervation  regarding  it. 

The  diminution  of  ficknefs  affording  us 
fufficient  room  for  their  accommodation,  the 
fick  foldiers  of  the  Dutch  corps  in  our  fervice, 
and  thofe  alfo  of  the  South  American  Rangers 
are  now  received  as  patients  into  the  hofpital, 
together  wuth  our  own  troops.  This  arrange- 
ment will  afford  us  an  opportunity  of  witnefs. 
ing  more  precifely  the  effeclt  of  difeafe,  noC 
fimply  upon  the  fubjedts  of  different  coun- 
tries, but  upon  thofe  who  are  recently  arrrived 
o  3 
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from  a  colder  climate  ;  thofe  who  from  the 
refidence  of  a  few  years  are  become  in  a  cer- 
tain degree  acclimates;  and  ihofe  to  whom  the 
feafons  of  this  latitude  are  altogether  congenial. 

With  each  change  of  feafon  our  defperate 
foe  feems  to  fight  under  a  new  face,  and 
camelion-like,  to  aflume  a  new  Ikin.  Very 
feldom  do  we  now  fee  the  fever  attended  with 
that  remarkable  yellownefs  which  it  fo  com- 
monly exhibited  in  the  months  of  Auguft  and 
September.  During  the  late  dry  feafon  it 
loft  its  continued,  and  took  on  a  remitting 
or  intermitting  form,  and  the  intermitting 
type  ftill  continues  to  be  very  frequent ;  but 
among  the  recent  cafes,  we  have  more  now 
that  are  rapidly  fat^d  than  we  had  in  the  fine^: 
feafon  of  October  and  the  beginning  of  No- 
vember :  yet  even  thefe  but  rarely  exhibit 
that  yellownefs  of  furface,  which,  although 
improperly,  has  been  held  fo  peculiarly  charac- 
teriftic  as  even  to  give  a  name  to  this  deftruc- 
tive  hydra. 

Many  of  the  fick  now  fall  into  a  ftate  of 
coma,  and  without  exhibiting  any  other  ftrik- 
ing  mark  of  illnefs — without  uttering  a  com- 
plaint or  a  groan,  fink  very  rapidly  into  th^ 
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arms  of  death.  The  countenance  becomes 
pale  ;  the  fkin  affumes  a  clay  or  lead  coloured 
hue  ;  a  ftupor  fupervenes;  the  patient  lies  in 
a  ftate  of  tranquil  infenfibility  ;  and  without 
yellownefs,  or  the  other  common  marks  of 
the  fever,  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  davs  he 
fleeps  to  wake  no  more  !  Sometimes,  only  a 
few  hours  complete  the  courfe  of  the  difeafe, 
as  in  a  late  inftance,  where  almoft  the  only 
fymptom  was  a  profound  coma,  and  the 
foldier  died  within  the  fhort  fpace  of  twelve 
hours.  Were  this  a  folitary  cafe  I  am  aware 
how  foon  fcepticifm  would  convert  it  into  a 
different  difeafe  ;  but  without  difputing  for  a 
name,  1  need  only  remark  that  it  is  far  from 
a  rare  inftance,  for,  alas  !  we  have  too  many 
examples  in  proof  of  it  being  a  very  common 
mode  in  which  the  fever  now  makes  its  at- 
'^ck.  In  others  of  the  cafes  which  prove 
tatal,  we  find  hiccough  the  predominant,  and 
inoft  diftrcffing  fymptom  :  it  continues  in 
oppofition  to  every  remedy,  and,  in  a  few 
days,  the  patient  is  exhaufted and  dies ! 

Neither  public  nor  extenfive  libraries 
were  to  be  expeded  in  thefe  colonies ;  but 
had  I  much  time  for  reading,  I  might  fadly 
lament  this  deficiency.    After  examining  with 

04 


200 

much  care  and  attention  all  the  late  authors 
that  I  could  colled,  I  think  myfelf  fortunate 
in  meeting  with  the  old  and  voluminous  pub- 
lication of  Pere  Labat,  a  Jefuit,  .who,  fo  long 
fmce  as  in  the  year  1 70 1 ,  wrote  a  tour  through 
the  Weft  India  iflands,  in  which  he  defcribes 
very  corredly  the  epidemic  fever  of  thefe 
regions,  and  gives  an  accurate  account  of  his 
own  fufFerings  under  an  attack  of  the  difeafe; 
in  the  treatment  of  which  he  was  twice 
blooded,  vensefedtion  being  at  that  time 
ufed  as  a  fovereign  remedy. 

Amldft  our  changes  of  feafon,  I  fhould 
be  highly  gratified  could  I  report  favorably 
of  the  improvement  in  our  furgical  wards  ; 
but  of  wounds  and  ulcers  I  have  ftill  only 
gloomy  tidings  to  offer :  and  it  is  remarkable 
that  the  diftrefs  occafioned  by  thefe  is  wholly 
confined  to  the  Europeans  ;  for  vv^hile  the 
foldiers  from  England  continue  to  fuffer 
dreadfully  from  their  fores,  the  wounds  of 
the  Africans,  who  are  lying  in  the  adjoining 
beds  of  the  fame  wards,  heal  with  furprizing 
rapidity,  and  are  completely  cured.  Indeed  the 
recovery  from  fores  and  ulcers  in  this  climate 
is  as  peculiarly  fuccefsful  among  the  blacks, 
as  it  is  the  reverfe  among  the  Europeans,  the 
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examples  in  proof  of  which  are  abundant : 
but  not  to  tire  you  with  tedious  hiftories  of 
cafes  I  need  only  mention  one,  which  has 
been  recently  related  to  me  by  a  moft  refpec- 
table  medical  pradlitloner  now  in  Demarara*  ; 
and  by  whom  the  treatment  of  the  cafe  was 
conduifled.  A  negro,  being  deteded  in  the 
a(St  of  robbing  a  plantain  walk,  was  taken 
into  confinement  by  the  watchman,  who,  in 
the  ftruggle  to  fecure  him,  wounded  him  very 
defperatcly  upon  the  head,  neck,  and  (boulders 
with  a  cutlafs  ;  which,  at  one  of  the  blows, 
pafled  through  the  bones  of  the  fculi  and  the 
membranes,  into  the  fubftance  of  the  brain. 
In  the  courfe  of  the  cure,  it  happened  that 
the  drefhngs  one  day  fell  from  this  part,  and, 
the  flies  gaining  accefs  to  the  fore,  maggots 
were  bred  in  great  numbers  within  the  brain. 
Thefe  were  removed  by  the  profeffional  at- 
tendant, who  in  picking  them  out  was  em- 
ployed for  a  confiderable  time  at  each  of  three 
fucceffive  dreihngs :  ftill  the  negro  rapidly 
recovered,  and  is  now  alive  and  well. 

In  confequence  of  a  garrifon  furgeon 
having  joined  us,  and  the  late  fevere  duties  of 
the  hofpital  being  leffened,  I  am  deprived  of 

*  Dr.  Monro. 


202 

the  fociety  of  my  friendly  comrade,  the  iur- 
geoQ  of  the  99th  regiment,  whofe  zeal  and 
lervices  have  been  fo  confpicuous  in  the  hof- 
pital  department,  from  the  time  of  our  arrival 
in  thefe  fettlements.  The  lofs  of  this  gentle- 
man is  a  great  privation  to  me,  and  I  fhould 
feel  it  matter  of  high  regret,  were  it  not  that 
I  fee  better  profpeds  tohimfelfin  his  abfence, 
than  in  his  remaining  here.  He  is  gone  to 
head  quarters  at  Martinique,  in  the  hope  of 
obtaining  a  ilaff  appointment;  or,  in  failure 
of  that,  to  follow  his  regiment  to  England  : 
hut,  as  well  on  the  ground  of  abilities  and 
length  of  fervice,  as  from  his  zeal  and  atten- 
tion on  duty,  he  has  a  claim  to  promotion, 
and  feeing  that  our  amiable  commander  in 
chief  is  always  quick  to  difcern  merit,  and 
never  flow  to  reward  it,  I  feel  afl'ured  that  the 
expedations  of  fo  deferving  an  officer  w^ill 
not  be  difappointed. 

I  have  lately  been  much  diverted  with 
hearing  the  full  detail  of  an  intended  publi- 
cation, for  which  the  author  affures  me  he  is 
bufily  colleding  materials.  It  is  to  be  en- 
titled the  **  Hiftory  of  Guiana,"  and  to  be 
written  by  a  perfon  who  has  neither  the  ad- 
vantage of  education,  nor  of  talents.     You 
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will  judge  cf  the  merits  of  the  work,  when 
you  learn  that  it  is  in  the  author's  plan  to 
defcribe  mmutely\\\Q  fources,  and  the  jundlion 
of  the  rivers  Oronoko  and  Amazons,  without 
having  travelled  twenty  miles  from  the  fea 
coafi: ;  and  to  give  a  full  and  accurate  account 
of  different  races  of  people,  not  one  of  whom 
he  has  ever  it^n. 

The  diverfion  afforded  by  the  ludicrous  ac- 
count of  this  intended  publication  has  been 
followed  by  fuperior  gratification  in  the  pe- 
rufal  of  the  fimple  journal  of  a  private  foldier, 
who  lately  died  in  the  hofpital.  His  notes 
and  remarks  though  not  highly  edifying,  are 
fuch  as  might  excite  much  intereft  in  the 
bofom  of  refledion,  for  they  exhibit  a  ftrik- 
ing  example  of  the  contemplations  of  a  mili- 
tary man,  and  of  the  ftate  ot  the  human  mind 
among  the  lower  orders  of  the  foldiery ;  and 
are  calculated  to  (how  in  a  forcible  manner  how 
nearly  happinefs  is  allied  to  contentment,  and 
with  how  rnuch  facility  the  leading  comforts 
of  life  may  be  fecured,  when  our  wants  are 
bounded  with  difcretion. 

A  faiSV  has  recently  occurred  to  my  know- 
ledge, difplaying  a  cuftom  which  I  am  fure 
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you  will    regard   with    aftonifliment.— -It  is 
ufual,     in  thefe    colonies,    for  a    perfon    to 
take   a  negro,    or    more    frequently   a    mu- 
latto,  or  7nejlee   woman  as  houfe-keeper  and 
companion  of  his  bed-chamber ;  and,   if  he 
has  children  by  her,  and  cannot  afford,  or 
does  not  chufe  to  be  at  the  expence  of  fending 
them  to  Europe  to  be  educated,  he  derives  no 
difhonor  from  breeding  up  the  fons  as   me- 
chanics, and  giving  out  the  daughters  in  keep- 
ing to  his  friends ;  and  fo   commonly  is  this 
cuftom  eftabliihed,  t^at  no  feelings  of  remorfe 
feem  to  attach  to  it :  on  the  contrary,  it  is 
deemed   the    beft    provifion    the    parent  can 
make  for  his  daughter,  to  place  her  with  a 
refpe£table  man  as  his  bonne  amie  :  but  it  is 
neceilarv  to  underftand  that  thefe  are  never 
whites,  nor  children  born  in   wedlock — they 
are  daughters  of  women  of  colour,  who,  like 
themfelves,  have  felt  honored  in  being  chofen 
the  companions  of  their  lords;  and  who  do 
not  afpire  to  the  dignified  charader  of  wife. 
Neither  father  nor  daughter  feel  any  fenfe  of 
fiiame,  in  yielding  to  this  general  ufage  of  the 
country — her  ambition   foars  no  higher,  for 
file  is  bred  up  with  no  other  expedation — 
and  the   indelible  difgrace  which   would   at- 
tach to  marrying  a  woman  of  colour  leaves 
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the  parent  no  hope  of  providing  for  his 
daughter,  by  placing  her  in  the  more  honor- 
able ftate  of  wedlock.  Still  the  pra6tice  is  fo 
utterly  repugnant  to  European  ientiments, 
that  it  muft  require  a  long  refidence  in  this 
country  to  reconcile  it  to  the  feelings  of  the 
father;  for,  whatever  may  be  the  diftincllon 
between  wife  and  miftrefs,  it  cannot  be  fup- 
pofed  that  the  feelings  of  nature  in  the  bread 
of  the  parent  can  be  thereby  diminifhed.  The 
child  is  equally  his  offspring,  and,  from  being 
lefs  protected  by  the  laws,  is  even  in  a  greater 
degree  the  object  of  his  care  :  it  muft  therefore 
coft  him  many  a  pang  to  fubmit  to  this  infe- 
cure  and  perilous  difpofal  of  his  daughter.  If 
the  protedor  dies  or  leaves  the  country,  the 
protegee  returns  to  her  father,  until  another 
fuitor  offers  her  his  home. 

You  will  be  furprized  to  know  that,  until 
very  lately,  I  have  not  had  an  opportunity  of 
purchafmg  a  horfe,  but  you  would  be  much 
more  furprized  could  you  fee  what  a  miferable 
animal  I  hove,  at  length,  procured  for  the  fum 
of  nearly  forty  guineas.  Horfes  are  very 
fcarce,  and  of  high  value  upon  this  coaft. 
No  more  are  kept  than  are  required  for  abfo- 
lute  ufe,  and  a  fpare  one  is  rarely  to  be  met 
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T^ith.  They  are  moflly  imported  from  North 
America,  and,  like  ourfelves,  they  are  lubje£t 
to  a  ieafoning  difeafe,  which  equally  cuts  off 
man  and  horfe.  The  one  I  have  purchafed 
was  lately  brought  from  Barbadoes,  where 
he  has  remained  a  confiderabie  time  fince  his 
arrival  from  North  America,  and  I  Ihall  deem 
myfelf  fortunate,  if  he  fliould  have  already 
withfiood  a  feafoning  in  that  iiland,  which 
may  prote£l  him  from  further  ficknefs  here. 

We  are  again  looking  forward  to  dry 
and  fine  weather,  for  although  the  prefent 
wet  feafon  has  only  been  fet  in  about  a  month, 
it  is  fuppofed,  from  the  circumftance  of  moil 
of  the  rain  now  falling  in  the  night,  that  it 
may  be  already  declining.  I  forget  whether 
I  before  remarked  to  you,  that  we  have  not, 
even  in  v/hat  is  termed  the  rainy  feafon,  any 
thick  and  foggy  days  like  thofe  of  an  Englidi 
November.  The  wet  feafon  is  a  rapid  alter- 
nation of  dark  cloud,  Vv'ith  a  clear  atmofphere, 
and  bright  fun-fliine.  No  foggy  damps  fuc- 
ceed  the  rufliing  torrents :  the  black  cloud, 
from  which  they  fall,  pours  forth  its  ft  reams, 
exhaufts  itfelf,  and  palfcs  away — leaving  the 
obfcured  rays  of  the  fun  again  free  to  reach 
the  earth  ;  and  all  is  clear  and  bright  between 
the  heavy  peltings  of  the  ftorm. 
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r/brijlinas  weather  in  Guia/ta.  Fejlrjities  of  the  fesfon  not 
neglecled  by  the  colofiijh.  Obferved  by  the  blacks.  Largefs 
given  to  the  faves.  Chriflmas  vijitlngs  of  the  negroes. 
Chrifimas  excurfon  of  Captain  Start  and  the  author  in  a 
canoe.  Orange  feafon.  Plantains  a  mfl  valuable  fod. 
Example  of  the  fad  harJfJjips  cf  favery.  Cafe  of  inter  - 
mittent  fever  in  a  planter.  Ranarkable  event  concerning 
a  comrade^  s  boots.  Author  s  voyage  from  Mahaica  to  Sta- 
hroek.  Neius  of  the  Spanifj  luar  reaches  Guiana — affo  of 
the  pacific  propofals  of  Lord  Malmfhury  being  reje&€d. 
Author's  remarks  refpeBing  an  infecure  and  dif}:onorahle 
peace. 

December  26th. 

T 

1  N  tracing  the  date  of  this  letter,  I  am  re- 
minded of  the  freezing  feafon  under  which 
you  are  fhivering  in  England — and  a  fenfe  of 
cold  chills  me  as  I  purfue  the  aflbciation  :  but 
you  will  be  perfuaded  that  this  is  the  mere 
effect  of  imagination,  when  I  tell  you,  that 
the  thermometer,  at  noon,  is  ufually  about 
83  ;  and  that,  from  ufing  only  moderate  ex- 
ercife,  I  am  fo  ftreamed  with  perfpiration  as 
to  make  it  neceflary  to  change  my  clothes 
four  or  five  times  in  the  courfe  of  the  day ; 
even  at  this  moment  from  only  the  flight  ex- 
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ertion  of  writing,  the  drops  fall  fo  rapidly 
from  the  backs  of  my  hands,  as  to  fpoil  my 
paper,  and  I  almoft  fear,  to  fuch  a  degree,  as 
to  render  my  letter  illegible. 

On  the  fubje(S  of  Chrlftmas,  I  ihould  tell 
you   that  it   is  not  lefs  a  period   of  feftivlty, 
here,  than  in  England.     The  planters  make 
parties,  and  the  merry  feafting  of  the  feafon 
goes  round,  unchilled  with  its  frofty  coldnefs. 
It  is   like  wife  a  holyday  to  the  flaves,  who 
ufually  receive  fome  indulgence  of  food,  and 
fome  prefent  of  clothing  to  augment  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  the   feilival.     We  have   feen  new 
hats  diftributed  among  the  m.en  of  a  whole 
gang,  and  a  bit  of  coarfe  canvafs  fox  a  petti- 
coat given  to  each  of  the  women,  and  never 
were  children  more  delighted  Vvith  new  toys, 
than  were  thefe  poor  beings  on  the  joyous 
occafion  of  receiving  thefe  humble,   but    to 
them  fplcndid  oiferings.    Some  frefh  meat  was 
alfo  given  to  them  as  a  high  feaft  for  dianer, 
and,  in  the  evening,  their  loved  African  dance 
crowned- the  holyday.      Parties  of  them  go 
from  the  different  plantations  to  fpend   the 
mirthful    hours   with   their   more    particular 
friends  or  acquaintances  of  the  neighbouring 
eftates,  and  it  is  a  happy  meeting  of  relatives. 
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lovers,  and  fellow-paflengers  who  have 
voyaged  together  from  their  native  Africa. 
The  whole  country  exhibits  one  moving  fcene 
of  dancing  gaiety.  Merry  crowds  are  met 
in  every  quarter,  dreUed  out  in  all  the  gaudy 
trappings  they  can  colled:,  and  with  their 
hair  cut,  and  falhioned  into  multitudes  of 
whimfical  fhapes,  reprefenting  various  figures 
of  helmets,  wigs,  crowns  and  the  like  ;  and 
decorated  with  a  profufion  of  beads,  bits  of 
ribbon,  and  other  tinfel  ornaments. 

But  you  will  wifh  to  know  how  your 
friend  pafled  the  Chriftmas,  and  as  it  was  in 
a  way  fomewhat  adventurous,  it  may  not  be 
altogether  devoid  of  intereft. — I  was  at  Ma- 
haica,  and  was  invited  to  accompany  captain 
Sturt,  and  other  officers,  to  a  plantation  a  few 
miles  from  the  barracks,  to  eat  my  Chriftmas 
dinner.  Having  no  horfes,  captain  Sturt,  who 
is  quite  a  feaman  and  very  fond  of  the  water, 
offered  to  take  me  in  a  fmall  canoe,  which  he 
had  procured  from  the  Indians.  We  accord- 
ingly put  to  fea  in  order  to  proceed  down  the 
coaft,  but  we  had  fcarcely  efcaped  from  the 
creek,  before  our  Utile  barque  was  toffed  about 
like  an  egg-fhell  upon  the  furface  of  the 
water.  The  fea  was  rough  ;  the  wind  con- 
VOL.  Ill,  p 
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trary ;  and  the  breakers  running  frightfully 
high.  Still  the  captain  felt  aflured  that  we 
could  make  our  paflage.  I  very  much  doubt- 
ed it,  but  as  he  was  by  far  the  bell  feaman 
I  was  unwilling  to  interrupt  the  excurfion  by 
any  fcruplesof  my  own.  Two  flaves  had  been 
placed  in  the  centre  of  the  canoe,  with  cala- 
ballies  to  bail  out  the  water ;  and  as  the  ends 
were  confiderably  above  the  level  of  the  fea, 
even  if  the  middle  was  filled,  it  was  fcarcely 
poflible  that  the  canoe  could  fmk,  the  great 
danger  therefore  confifted  in  the  rifk  of  her 
being  upfet.  We  fought  about  for  fome  time, 
almoft  conftantly  tacking  from  fide  to  fide  on 
account  of  the  contrary  wind.  Full  employment 
%vas  found  for  our  two  negroes  in  bailing  out 
the  water  which  beat  into  the  canoe,  and  we 
had  a  very  complete  walhing  from  the  dafh- 
ing  of  the  waves  and  breakers.  Finding  that 
we  made  very  little  progrefs,  and  that  the  fea 
grew  ftill  rougher  as  we  advanced,  the  captain 
was  at  length  fatisfied  that  it  was  in  vain  to 
perfevere,  and  we  abandoned  the  expedition, 
by  putting  about  and  running  over  the  heavy 
waves,  diredly  before  the  wind,  back  into  the 
eieek  from  whence  wc  had  embarked.  Horfes 
were  not  to  be  had,  and  the  heat  was  too 
great  to  allow  of  our  undertaking  the  journey 
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on  foot,  we  therefore  gave  up  all  thoughts 
of  joining  the  party,  and  contented  ourfelves 
with  eating  roaft  beaf  at  the  barracks,  and 
drinking  to  our  friends  in  Old  England — 
anticipating  a  whole  year  in  the  delightful  idea 
of  paffing  the  next  Chriftmas  amongft  them 
in  London. 

I  muft  not  negle£t  to  tell  you  that 
Chriftmas  is  here  the  high  feafon  for  oranges. 
They  are  now  ripe  and  in  their  greateft  per- 
fciStion.  You  will  be  furprifed  to  hear  what 
quantities  I  am  in  the  daily  habit  of  confum- 
ing.  From  fix  to  twelve,  pulled  frefh  from 
the  tree,  make  my  ufual  allowance  before 
breakfaft,  and  I  commonly  take  as  many  in 
the  evening,  befides  eating  great  numbers  in 
the  courfe  of  the  day.  Indeed  fruit  and  ve- 
getables form  almoft  the  whole  of  my  diet, 
and  I  now  fuffer  no  diftjefs  on  account  of 
our  fcanty  fupply  of  animal  provifions.  As 
was  predided  to  me,  I  am  become  fo  fond  of 
plantains  as  fcarcely  to  require  any  other 
food,  and  I  am  perfuaded  that  if  they  could 
be  had  in  all  climates,  they  would  be  found, 
without  exception,  the  mod  valuable  produc- 
tion of  the  earth.  P.oafted,  they  ferve  as 
bread— -fried,  they  are  as  meat  and  as  fruit— 
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boiled,  they  are  a  fubftitute  for  potatoes,  and 
beat  into  a  pafte,  they  form  excellent  pud- 
ding. Like  the  flaves  I  now  eat  them  morn- 
ing, noon,  and  night.  At  breakfaft  they 
are  my  bread  and  butter — at  dinner  my  meat 
and  pudding — and  at  tea-time  my  only  cake 
and  toaft. 

A  very  diftrefling  cafe  has  been  related 
to  us  within  thefe  few  days,  expofmg  the  fad 
hardihips,  and  the  fhameful  abufe  of  power  to 
which  the  people  of  colour  are  fometimes  fub- 
jedted.  A  ydung  man,  a  mulatto,  under  the 
agitation  of  extreme  diflrefs,  prefented  him- 
felf  before  the  officers  at  Mahaica,  complain- 
ing of  the  cruel  feverities  he  had  experienced 
from  a  Dutchman,  holding  an  office  of  high 
truil  in  the  colony  of  Eflequibo.  Having  been 
called  upon  buimefs  to  Barbadoes,  he  had  left 
a  filler  at  home,  to  whom  he  was  very  affec- 
tionately attached,  and  whom,  during  his  ab- 
fence,  this  arbitrary  magiftrate  took  an  oppor- 
tunity of  feducing ;  and  from  his  not  letting  the 
fubjed  pafs  fo  tacitly  as  the  Dutchman  might 
have  wifhed,  on  his  return,  a  feigned  caufe  of 
complaint  was  preferred  againft  him,  and  he 
was  thrown  into  prifon,  where  he  has  been 
lying  ever  fince,  fuifering  the  various  hard- 
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fliips  and  feverities  didated  by  this  man  of 
power ;  fome  of  which  could  only  be  fur- 
paffed  by  the  cruelty  of  an  Eaftern  Tippoo. 
He  at  length  efFeded  his  efcape,  and  is  now 
in  concealment.  His  application  to  the  com- 
manding officer  at  Mahaica,  was  to  implore 
him  to  intereft  the  commandant  of  the  colo- 
nies in  his  behalf;  remarking  that  if  he 
fliould  not  fucceed  in  obtaining  fome  power- 
ful interceffion,  his  life  muft  inevitably  be 
facrificed  ;  for,  whenever  he  fhould  be  dif- 
covered,  a  prifon  would  again  be  his  lot,  and 
he  fhoald  be  made  to  fuffer. cruelties,  or  be  left 
to  languifh  under  hardfliips  that  would  foon 
deftroy  him. 

On  my  way  from  Stabroek  to  Mahaica 
I  lately  flept  at  the  houfe  of  a  gentleman  who 
related  to  me  a  very  ftriking  cafe  of  inter- 
mittent fever,  underwhich  he  had  laboured  for 
three  quarters  of  a  year,  and  which  during 
the  whole  of  that  time  had  regularly  return- 
ed at  the  periods  of  the  fpring  tides.  He 
commonly  felt  unwell  on  the  third  day  pre- 
vious to  the  full,  and  the  change  of  the  moon, 
and  the  fever  was  at  the  worft  on  the  day  of 
the  change,  after  which  it  decreafed,  and  on 
the  fecond  or  third  day  of  the  decline  of  the 
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fpring  tides  he  was  again  well,  and  felt  him- 
felf  fecure  for  the  next  fortnight.  If  he  had 
any  particular  bufinefs  to  tranfad,  or  any  im- 
portant engagement  to  plan,  he  regularly  con- 
fulted  the  almanack  in  order  fo  to  arrange  that 
they  might  not  interfere  with  his  periods  of 
ficknefs.  He  remarked  that  he  could  at  any 
time  interrupt  the  return  of  the  fever,  by 
taking  a  large  quantity  of  Peruvian  bark,  but 
added,  that  he  had  fuch  an  utter  averfion  to 
medicine,  that  rather  than  have  recourfe  to  it, 
he  fhould  have  fupported  the  difeafe  ftill  long- 
er, had  it  not  begun  to  prey  upon  his  confli- 
tution,  by  rendering  him  feeble  during  the 
periods  of  intermxiffion. 

You  know  how  effentially  promotion  in 
the  army  is  (aid  to  alleviate  the  grief  arifing 
from  the  Iqfs  of  a  comrade  ;  but  you  would 
be  furprized  to  witnefs  how  lightly  men  on 
fervice  can  treat  the  dangers  which  furround 
them,  and  how  little  they  regard  ficknefs  un- 
til it  reaches  themfelves,  notwithftanding  that 
many  of  them  would  tremble  more  to  go  into 
an  hofpital  than  to  face  the  enemy's  cannon. 
It  commonly  happens,  that  a  few  days  after 
the  funeral,  the  clothes  and  baggage  of  a  de- 
ceafed  ofEcer  are   difpofed    of  by    audion. 
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when,  frequently,  the  jokes  and  wltticifms, 
which  pafs  among  the  purchafers,  betray  the 
flight  impreffion  made  by  the  lofs  that  occa- 
lioned  the  fale.  For  inftance,  on  a  pair  of 
boots  being  held  up  for  a  bidding,  one  officer 
faid  to  another,  "  You  had  better  buy  thefe 
boots,  they  will  juft  fuit  you.'*  "  No"  replied 
the  other,  looking  down  to  his  comrade's  legs, 
"  it  is  your  turn  next,  and  yours  will  fit  me 
better  :  I  fhall  have  them  in  a  few  days.'*  So 
it  happened,  and  true  enough,  the  boots  then 
on  the  legs  of  his  friend,  foon — alas  !  too  foon, 
were  his  ! 

You  will  believe  that  after  fuch  a  con- 
verfation,  he  could  have  no  fatisfadion  in 
wearing  them  : — nor  was  fuch  the  object  of 
his  making  the  purchafe.  He  was  aduated 
by  a  more  amiable  motive : — the  boots  are 
carefully  preferved  in  memory  of  his  com- 
rade, and  of  one  of  their  lateil  meetings. 

You  will  believe  that  the  angry  fates 
mufl  furely  have  decreed  me  ill,  whenever 
my  perfon  fhall  be  expofed  to  the  mercy  of 
the  fickle  god  of  the  deep,  when  I  tell  you  that 
on  my  late  return  from  Mahaica,  I  embarked 
under  the  moft  favorable  aufpices,  afTured  of 
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making  the  paflage  to  Stabroek  within  the 
fpace  of  three  hours,  but  as  uTual,  adverfe 
events  rendered  the  voyage  very  tedious  and 
diftreffing.  Severe  vomiting  quickly  feized 
me,  and  inftead  of  being  foon  releafed,  I  had 
the  mlfery  of  being  detained  a  whole  ^ay  and 
night  on  board  a  comfortlefs  veflel,  without 
even  the  accommodation  of  a  covering  for 
my  head.  The  cabin  was  crammed  full  with 
bales  of  cotton,  which  prevented  all  retreat 
from  the  fun,  as  well  as  from  the  damp  and 
rain  of  the  night.  The  whole  day  paiTed  in 
trouble  and  ficknefs,  and,  in  the  evening,  the 
only  protedion  I  had  from  the  heavy  tor- 
rents which  deluged  the  veffel,  was  to  thruft 
myfelf  in  between  the  cotton  bags  and  the 
deck,  lying  upon  my  back  with  my  face  al- 
moft  touching  the  boards,  and  my  legs  hang- 
ing out  expofed  to  the  rain  in  the  open  hatch- 
way. 

In  this  diftreffing  pofture,  after  the 
heat  and  ficknefs  of  a  moft  painfully  tedious 
day,  had  I  to  pafs  a  ftill  more  wearifome  night ; 
and,  to  augment  the  afflidion,  had  the  further 
annoyance  of  a  high-favored  Dutchman  crowd- 
ing into  the  fame  birth,  and  almoft  poifoning 
me  with  fumes  of  gin,  and  other  lefs  grateful 
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odours.  It  will  be  granted  that  this  was  not 
a  fituation  to  be  envied  :  yet  how  do  the  ills 
of  life  diminiih  upon  a  comparifon  with  the 
fufFerings  of  others  !  While  I  was  complain- 
ing of  my  hard  fate,  in  finding  only  partial 
protection  from  the  weather,  three  poor  Afri- 
cans were  lying  fhivering  at  my  feet,  in  the 
open  hatchway,  expofed  quite  naked  to  the 
rain. 

We  now  learn  that  war  is  openly  de- 
clared with  Spain.  It  is  likewife  rumoured 
that  the  terms  of  peace  offered  by  Lord 
Malmfbury  have  been  reje£led  by  the  French, 
and  that  the  conteft  is  to  be  profecuted  with 
increafed  vigour.  Direful  as  are  the  effeds 
of  this  fanguinary  war,  I  truft  there  is  no 
Englifhman,  who  would  not  rather  bleed  in 
the  caufe  of  his  country,  than  fee  the  honor 
and  fecurity  of  England  trampled  down  by 
the  maniacal  rabble  of  revolutionary  France. 
Peace  is  defirable,  but  however  ardently  to  be 
wifhed  for,  the  fpirit  of  Englilhmen  will  never 
allow  them,  tamely,  to  lay  down  their  arms, 
and  purchafe  the  yoke  of  dependence,  by  com- 
promiiing  the  fecurity  of  their  country.  De- 
lightful as  it  would  be  to  me  to  return  to  my 
friends,  and  my  native  England,  I  would  ra- 


2l8 

ther  be  long  detained  from  them,  amidft  all 
the  perils  of  war  and  difeafe,  than  ht  recalled 
to  witnefs  any  difgraceful  humiliation  of  our 
juftly  proud  and  happy  illand. 
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LETTER  XVIII. 

Author  again  vijits  Mynheer  Bercheych.  Breahfajl  at  the 
Hermitage.  Some  account  of  the  great  Ant-eater  of  Gut' 
ana.  Ingemtity  of  the  jMochlng  bird  regarding  ihejlriic  - 
ture  and  fituation  of  its  nefi.  Opinio?i  of  Buffon  : — of 
Darwin.  'The  nefls  ef  ants — vfed  as  food  for  chickens. 
Jidytiheer  Bercheych  vifts  the  cffi:ers  at  Mahaica.  Takes 
dinner  ivith  them  in  prefence  of  a  party  of  Indians.  Ano- 
ther part')  of  Indians  come  doivn  to  the  barracks.  TJnfnc- 
cefsfid  attempts  made  by  the  officers  to  animate  or  amufe 
them. 

Demarara,  Dec. 

-■■  HAVE  lately  had  an  oportunlty  of  repeating 
my  vlfit  to  the  eccentric  Bercheych.  Having 
flept  on  my  way  at  Mr.  Graham's,  I  rode  from 
thence  in  the  morning  to  take  my  breakfaft 
tete-a-tete,  with  this  folitary  yet  focial  and  in- 
telligent recliife.  Although  unexpected,  he 
inftantly  addrefled  me  by  name,  and  received 
me  in  the  moft  friendly  manner,  telling  me 
that  he  was  mindful  of  his  promife,  and  that 
fome  Indians  were  at  work  upon  the  model 
of  houfe  and  furniture,  which  he  had  offered 
to  procure  for  me. 
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A  molt  ample  breakfaft  was  quickly  kt 
before  us,  ferved  with  great  neatnefs  and  or- 
der, and  confifting  of  broiled  chicken,  falt- 
fiih,  eggs,  plantains,  bread,  caOada,  and  wine 
and  water.  I  was  delighted,  as  before,  with 
his  converfation  and  remarks,  and  was  particu- 
larly gratified  with  the  account  he  gave  me 
of  that  fmgular  animal  the  great  Ant-eater, 
which  he  had  had  frequent  opportunities  of 
feeing  both  dead  and  alive,  his  people  having 
fhot  feveral  of  them.  The  weight  of  this  pecu- 
liar animal  is  commonly  from  1501b.  to  20olb. 
He  has  a  very  fmall  head,  covered  with  hair 
as  foft  as  velvet  ;  his  tail  is  immenfely  large, 
flat,  and  covered  with  long  hair,  which  is  even 
ftronger  than  the  briftles  of  a  hog.  His  feet 
are  armed  with  long  claws,  forming  very  ftrong 
cffenfive  weapons.  By  means  of  his  claws, 
and  his  tail,  he  is  able  to  defend  himfelf 
againft  even  the  tiger  ;  and  in  fome  inftances 
has  been  known  to  conquer  that  fierce  and 
powerful  animal.  When  attacked,  he  fights 
with  his  ftrong  claws,  defending  his  head  by 
wrapping  it  up  in  his  broad  tail  of  briftles, 
which  the  tiger  cannot  penetrate.  He  has 
a  tongue  of  very  uncommon  length,  which 
is  moiftened  with  faliva  of  a  fweetifh  flavour. 
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As  the  name  Implies,  ants  are  his  food,  and 
his  mode  of  procuring  it  is  by  thrufting  his 
deceitful  tongue  into  a  neft  of  thefe  in- 
feds,  when,  allured  by  the  fvveetnefs  of  the 
faliva,  they  fettle  upon  it  in  great  numbers, 
and  the  animal,  by  drawing  it  in,  fwal- 
lows  up  w^hole  hofts  of  them  at  once.  The 
high  relifh,  no  doubt,  excites  an  increafed  fe- 
cretion,  and  with  his  tongue  again  fweetly 
baited,  he  entraps  new  vidims  —  repeating 
the  flaughter  until  his  appetite  is  fatiated  with 
the  myriads  of  flain. 

You  will  not  deem  it  mal-a-propos  if  I 
follow  this  account  of  the  peculiarite's  of  one 
of  the  animals  of  Guiana,  with  a  ftatement 
of  what  I  have  lately  obferved  refpeding 
the  habits  of  a  bird,  and  an  infed  of  this 
country. 

Walking  with  one  of  the  gentlemen  of 
the  hofpital  department,  down  to  the  bottom 
of  a  coffee  eftate  which  leads  into  the  wild 
woods  ;  our  attention  was  arreO:ed  by  the 
fmgular  appearance  of  numbers  of  th^  trees  at 
the  entrance  of  the  foreft ;  many  of  which 
had  penfile  bodies,  like  common  cabbage-nets 
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ftufFed  with  ftraw,  hanging  from  the  extre- 
mities of  their  lofty  branches ;  and  others, 
huge  black  maffes,  conveying  the  idea  of  large 
animals,  adhering  to  their  trunks.  Upon  ap- 
proaching nearer  to  them  we  difcovered  that 
the  former  were  the  nefts  of  birds  ;  the  latter 
"--ofants! 

The  bird-nefls  were  the  fabrication  of  a 
fpecies  here  termed  the  mocking-bird,    but 
unlike  that  of  imitative  note  fo  named  in  the 
Northern  States  of  this  continent.     Both  the 
conftrudion  and  fituation  of  thefe  nefts  are 
peculiarly   ingenious.      They  are  not    built 
upon,  nor  within  any  part  of  the  tree,  but 
are  faflened  to  the  outermoft  twigs  of  the 
remoteft  branches,  as   if  tied  to  them   with 
firings  ;   and  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  ima- 
gine  how,     in    this   fufpended   and   pennle 
form,  the  building  of  them  can  be  effected  ; 
for  their  appearance  would   fuggeft  the  idea 
that  they  mud  have  been   firft  conftrudted^ 
then  carried  up  whole,  and  hung  upon  the 
twigs  which  fupport  them.     They  are  deep 
and  cylindrical  like  long  nets  or  purfes,  from 
which  figure,  together  with  the  ready  flexi- 
bilitv   of    the     tender    branches    that    bear 
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them,  they  are  in  no  danger  of  being  over- 
turned by  the  breeze,  nor  of  having  their  eggs, 
or  young,  tofled  out  by  fudden  gufts  of  wind. 
The  appearance  of  them,  as  they  hang  waving 
in  the  breeze,  is  very  remarkable,  and  fome  of 
the  trees  are  fo  thickly  befet  with  them  that, 
at  a  fhort  diftancei  it  is  difficult  to  diftinguifh 
which  are  moft  numerous,  thefe  nefts  or  the 
leaves.  The  fituation  of  them  is  admirably 
chofen  for  the  purpofe  of  protection  againft 
the  various  fpecies  of  monkies,  which  infeft 
the  woods— none  of  thefe  marauders  being 
able  to  fupport  themfelves  upon  the  flender 
twigs  from  which  the  nefts  are  fufpended. 
BufFon  would  tell  us  that  an  unerring  inftin£t 
had  taught  thefe  birds  thus  to  protect  their 
eggs,  and  their  young  :— -Darwin  would  at- 
tribute it  to  reafon  and  experience.  But  the 
fadt  of  the  younger  birds  feledting  the  fame 
fituation,  and  conftruCting  their  nefts,  even 
the  firft  feafon,  with  as  great  perfection  as 
their  parents,  would  feem  to  offer  an  infur- 
mountable  objection  to  the  opinion  which  re- 
fers it  to  a  reafoning  faculty.  Nothing  of  re- 
gular advancement, — nothing  of  progreftive 
improvement  is  difplayed,  all  is  perfedlion 
from  the  beginning,  and  experience  begets  no 

2 


224  ' 

fuperiorlry ;  for  it  is  not  feeii  that  either  age 
or  repetition  afford  the  ufual  advantages  of 
improved  intelle<3: — the  youngeft  bird  being 
equally  ingenious,  and  equally  perfed:  in  his 
architedlure  as  the  oldeft. 

The  ant-nefts  are  immenfe  maffes  of 
black  earth,  built  upon  the  trunks  of  the  trees ; 
many  of  them  fo  high,  and  of  fuch  extraor- 
dinary bulk,  as  to  render  it  matter  of  furprize, 
how  even  the  combined  induftry  of  fuch 
minute  infects  could  have  carried  up,  and 
worked-  together  fuch  prodigious  accumula- 
tions. One  of  thefd  nefts  very  much  refem- 
bled  a  large  black  bear  clinging  round  the 
tree  ;  nor  was  it  till  we  came  near  enough 
to  examine  it  clofely  that  we  could  believe  it 
to  be  the  mafonry — the  dwelling-houfe  and 
caftle  of  thefe  diminutive  artifis, 

I  thrufl:  the  end  of  my  cane  into  feveral 
of  the  neils,  breaking  through  the  outer  walls 
of  the  manfions  ;  when  inftantly  vv^hole  hofts 
of  ants  iifued  forth  from  the  openings.  Upon 
breaking  down  a  part  of  one  of  diefe  build- 
ings to  examine  it  more  minutely,  I  found 
that  although  the  exterior  furface  was  fmooth 
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and  uniform,  the  interiol*  was  conftru£le(l 
into  cells  fomewhat  of  a  regular  figure,  and 
very  much  refembling  the  honey-comb  of 
bees. 

We  find  that  thefe  nefts  are  converted 
to  an  ufeful  purpofe — being  given  as  food  to 
young  chickens.  Frequently  the  trees,  upon 
which  they  are  built,  are  cut  down  for  the 
fole  purpofe  of  obtaining  them.  The  mode 
of  ufmg  them  is  by  breaking  off  a  portion 
of  the  cellular  earth,  from  the  great  mafs, 
and  flicking  it  upon  a  pole,  or  otherwife 
placing  it  over  the  lattice-work  of  the  pen  in 
which  the  hen  and  her  brood  are  confined,  in 
order  that  the  young  of  the  ants  may  fall 
out  of  their  cells  to  the  ground  ;  where  they 
are,  inftantiy,  devoured  by  the  chickens. 

On  the  day  after  my  breakfaft  vifit  at 
the  cottage,  hermit  Bercheych,  as  he  is  often 
called,  came,  in  great  ftate,  to  dine  with  us 
at  the  barracks.  He  was  paddled  down  the 
creek  in  his  large  canoe,  by  fix  fine  llavesi 
and  it  was  pleafing  to  obferve  what  profound 
attention  and  refped  were  borne  this  oid  gen- 
man  by  his  negroes,  who  comported  them=» 
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felves  with  a  degree  of  regularity  and  decorum 
worthy  the  beft  ordered  domeftics  of  Europe. 

Our  party  was  fmall,  and  we  fat  down  to 
dinner  in  the  prefence  of  a  group  of  naked 
Indians,  who  that  day  made  us  a  vifit  from 
the  woods.  It  was  not  in  our  power,  even 
with  our  bed  attentions,  to  make  a  fufficient 
return  for'  the  many  marks  of  hofpitality  we 
had  met  with  at  the  hermitage,  but  our  gueft 
expreffed  himfelf  happy,  and  was  lively  and 
entertaining  as  ever.  The  few  hours  we  had 
of  his  fociety  pafTed  very  pleafantly,  and  we 
regretted  extremely  that  the  tide,  and  the  ap- 
proach of  evening  took  him  from  us  early 
after  dinner. 

Abforbed  with  the  attentions  due  to  the 
accomplifhed  and  methodic  Bercheych,  we 
were  lefs  regardful  of  our  ilrangers  from  the 
woods  than  was  ufual ;  but  we  have  lately 
been  vifited  by  another  party  of  the  bucks,  to 
whom  we  earnePdy  devoted  our  attentions, 
during  the  fliort  time  they  remained  among 
us.  We  made  it  a  fettled  experiment  to  en- 
deavour to  roufe  them  from  that  fixed  apa- 
thy and  indifFerence  which  form  fo  ftriking 

2 


227 

a  feature  of  their  chara(f^er.  By  figns  we  at- 
tempted to  lead  them  into  a  fort  of  converfa- 
tion.  We  gave  them  rum  to  drink, — brought 
©ut  bows  and  arrows  to  fhoot  with — played 
the  German  flute  to  them — beat  the  drum,  and 
piped  the  fife — but  all  in  vain  !  Nothing  of 
mirth  or  vivacity  was  excited.  Rum  pofleffed 
the  only  charm  :  of  this  b^h  the  men  and 
women  drank  glafs  after  giafs  as  fad  as  it  was 
given  them. 

Cynics  have  faid  that  the  gift  of  fpeech 
IS  a  blefling  feldom  denied  to  the  ladies — but 
we  remarked  that  thefe  naked  wood-nymphs 
were  peculiarly  taciturn.  They  feemed  even 
more  tranquil  and  incurious  than  the  men. 
They  fat  two  upon  a  chair,  the  whole  time, 
with  their  backs  towards  us,  and  were  not 
infpired  by  any  thing  that  occurred  to  move 
a  fmgle  feature  or  a  mufcle — nor  were  the 
men  much  more  animated  :  one  of  them, 
who  appeared  to  be  very  old,  had  in  his  hand 
a  piece  of  a  large  and  coarfe  reed,  nearly  two 
feet  long,  with  two  or  three  holes  cut  in  it 
like  a  flute.  With  this  we  did  prevail  upon 
him  to  blow  a  few  very  harfh  and  fimple 
notes,  and  thefe  he  feemed  to  confider  very 
0.2 
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fuperior  to  all  the  varied  founds  of  the  Ger- 
man flute,  which  was  played  to  him  by  one 
of  the  officers;  for,  although  he  had  feemed 
to  liften  to  it  with  fome  attention,  he  refufed 
to  accept  the  flute  in  exchange  for  his  reed. 
After  trying  various  other  means  to  roufe  them 
into  animation,  we  caufed  the  drum  and  fife  to 
be  played,  unexpectedly,  below  the  window, 
where  they  were  fitting.  This  feemed  to 
ftrike  the  ear,  and  they  for  a  moment  appear- 
ed to  lifl:en,  but  nothing  of  impulfe  was  be- 
trayed— nothing  of  vivacity  overfpread  their 
features — nor  did  an  individual  of  them  fo 
far  forget  his  gravity  as  to  rife  from  his  feat  t© 
look  out  at  the  window. 
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LETTER    XIX. 

Author  addrejjes  his  friend  on  returning  from  the  burial  of  a 
comrade.     Fate  of  medical  ajjtflants.      Rapid  defruBion 
from  fever.     The  frongefl  health  no  fecurity.     Aff.iBing 
imprejfion  of  the  funeral.     Remarks  upon  its  mixed  influ- 
ence.    The  funeral  procejfion  difpenfed  with  in  the  Britijh 
corps.     Continued  by  the  Dutch.     Remarks  on  the  Hol- 
landers' devotion  to  cuflom.     They  found  the  dead  march  at 
the  door  of  the  hofpital.     Author  applies  to  have  this  cere- 
mony fufpended.     ExtraEi  of  a  letter  from  an  officer  to  his 
friend  concerning  the  author's   illnefs.      Unfnifhed  letter 
from  the  author^ s  late  offflant  to  his  father.     Report  of  his 
death  difcr edited,  on  account  of  his  being  feen  in  health  only 
afhort  time  before,     ^liet  change  of  the  year.     News 
received  of  the  capture  of  Admiral  Lucas' s  fiiet  by  Sir  Keith 
Elphinfone.     Rumour  if  hoJliHties  between  America  and 
France.     Frefj  prcviftons  obtained  for  the  hofpital.     Their 
tffeSl  upon  ihefich. 

La  Bourgade,  Jan.  8th. 

Y  ou  will  comprehend  the  fentiment  which 
aflbciates  your  image  with  the  fadnefs  of  the 
prefent  hour.  It  is  one  of  thofe  periods  when 
the  fickened  mind  turns  from  all  common 
objeds,  and  clings  to  the  remembrance  of 
thofe  we  hold  moll  dear.  Having  juft  re- 
turned from  the  funeral  of  one  of  my  com- 
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rades,  who  died  hi  the  adjoining  chamber  this 
morning,   and    whofe    remains    1    have    this 
evening  followed  to  the  grave,  I  find  that  t*he 
heavy  depreflion  of  the  occafion  admits  of  no 
relief  from  the  immediate  circumftances  a- 
round  me,  therefore  I  take  up  my  pen  to  feek 
alleviation  in  an  appeal  to  the  bofom  of  friend- 
fhip  and  of  fympathy.     I  had  before  experi- 
enced the  imprelTive  folemnity  of  a  military 
funeral,  but  the  av^ful  gloom,  conneding  with 
the  proccffion,  had  not  weighed  upon  me  with 
all  the  afflidion  of  the  prefent  moment.     Of 
fix   gentlemen   who    accompanied   me  from 
Barbadoes,  as  affiftants  in  the  hofpital  depart- 
ment, three  had  died,  one  was  fent  to  England 
with  invalids,  and  the  other  two  had,  for  fome 
time  paft,  refided  in  the  fame  houfe  with  my- 
felf.     Early  this  morning  I  was  called  from 
my  bed  to  vifit  one  of  thefe,  v^^ho  had  been  a 
very  fhort  time  ill,  and  was  taken  worfe  in  the 
night.     You  will  believe  that  I  quickly  obeyed 
the  fummons :   but  although  I  loft  no  time 
in   putting  on  my  clothes,  and  haftening  to 
his  room,  on   reaching  his  bed- fide  I  found 
him  a  lifelefs  corpfe  !   The  cafe  of  this  young 
man    fhews    the    very    perilous    fituation    of 
Europeans  in  this  climate,  and  proves  with 
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how  much  truth  it  may  be  fald  that  to-day  we 
are  well — to-morrow;  in  fever,  and — next  day 
in  the  grave  !  Nor  do  health  and  vigour  give 
any  fecurity  ;  for  he  who  to-day  boafts  the 
greateft  llrength,  to-morrow,  perhaps,  is  ex- 
tended in  his  coffin.  I  need  not  tell  you  that 
this  melancholy  fcene  has  fpread  a  gloomy 
fadnefs  among  us :  each  perfon  on  viewing 
his  friend,  or  refleding  into  his  own  bofom, 
feels  confcious  that  in  only  a  few  fhort  hours  the 
fame  relentlefs  deftroyer  may  fubjed:  him  to  a 
fimilar  fate  ;  and  accordingly,  each,  in  filence, 
feems  to  regard  the  other  as  a  friend  to  whom 
he  is  about  to  bid  an  eternal  adieu.  The  in- 
fluence of  fuch  an  impreffion  could  not  be 
wholly  refifted,  and  a  fenfe  of  deep  forrow 
and  anxiety  at  this  moment  clouds  every  brow, 

Moft  of  the  officers  of  the  garrifon  attend- 
ed the  funeral,  and,  when  following  the  corpfe 
in  flow  and  doleful  proceffion,  with  the  band 
playing  the  dead  march,  and  the  minute-drum 
beating  in  hollow  found,  the  agonized  feelings 
of  theoccafion  became  fl:ill  more  poignant 
from  the  convidion  that,  perhaps,  before 
another  day  had  pafled,  others  of  us  might  be 
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extended  at  the  fide  of  the  comrade,  whofe 
lofs  we  now  deplored. 

The  flow  mufic,  and  the  folemn  parade 
with  which  a  military  funeral  is  accompanied, 
may  be  faid  to  render  it  moft  fublimely  diflrelT- 
ing,  for  while  the  afflided  mind  finks  as  it 
were  into  the  very  grave,  it  feems  tranfported 
beyond  all  fublunary  influence.  Indeed  the 
mixed  and  vivid  fenfations  offuch  a  moment 
can  neither  be  defcribed  nor  comprehended-^ 
they  muft  be  felt  to  be  underftood,  for  the 
foul  feems  to  be,  at  the  Tame  time,,  plunged  into 
the  profoundeft  depths  of  mifery,  and  to  thrill 
with  all  the  harmonic  joys  of  heaven. 

I  have  before  remarked  to  you,  that  from 
the  ftrong  tendency  of  fuch  awful  ceremonies 
to  fpread  gloomy  apprehenfions  among  the 
living,  it  were  defirable  that  the  parade  of 
military  funerals  fhouldbe  difpenfed  with,  in 
a  climate  where  the  troops  may,  at  all  mo- 
ments, be  under  feelings  of  alarm  from  the 
peril  of  difeafe  ;  yet  may  it  be  a  queftion,  with 
fome,  in  how  far  it  were  politic  to  deprive  the 
foldier  of  this  laft   and  honorable  mark  o^ 
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diftindion,  the  fentiment  attaching  to  which 
is,  no  doubt,  one  among  the  many  caufes 
which  infpire  to  brave  and  noble  condudl. 

Among  the  foldiers  of  our  own  battalions 
its  difufe  has  been  found  both  wife  and  ne- 
cefiary,  for  were  it  to  be  employed  on  all  oc- 
cafions,  in  thefe  climates,  it  might,  not  only, 
too  often  call  thofe  in  health  to  the  perfor- 
mance of  a  dlftrefsful  duty,  but  it  would  alfo 
become  a  fadly  frequent  memento  to  the  fick, 
by  reminding  them  that  a  comrade  was  jour- 
neying, whither  it  might  foon  be  their  fate  to 
follow  him — the  effect  of  which,  added  to  the 
common  apprehenfion  with  refpe^t  to  difeafe, 
might  produce  a  degree  of  depreffion,  which  no 
means  could  remedy.  Yet  among  the  formal 
Dutch  the  pradice,  is  continued  ;  for,  per- 
haps, it  were  eafier  to  overturn  the  Alps,  than 
to  do  away  the  prejudices  of  the  Hollanders, 
whofe  inflexible  attachment  to  cuftom,  and  to 
ceremony,  reigns  paramount  in  all  their  pro- 
ceedings. Queftions  of  expediency  yield  to 
queftions  of  ufage,  and  it  mufl  be  proved  to  be 
a  glaring  injury,  indeed,  to  the  living,  before  a 
Dutchmim  could  confent  to  forego  an  efta^ 
bliJlied  obfervance  to  the  dead. 
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A  few  days  ago,  a  Dutch  Toldier  having 
died  in  the  hofpital,  due  notice  was  fent  to 
the  ferjeant  of  his  company,  in  the  expedation 
that  the  body  would  be  quietly  removed,  and 
the  funeral  conduced  without  difturbing  the 
fick ;  but  foon  afterwards  we  were  furprifed 
by  hearing  the  dead  march  founding  at  the 
very  door  of  the  hofpital  :  and,  on  haftening 
thither  to  ftop  the  mufic,  until  it  fhould  be  out 
of  the  hearing  of  the  fick,  and  the  dying,  I 
found  the  band  and  a  regular  firing  party  af- 
fembled,  in  due  form,  to  condud:  the  corpfe 
with  all  the  ceremony  of  military  honors  to 
the  grave. 

As  a  mark  of  refpe£t  to  their  deceafed 
comrade,  it  pleafed  me,  yet,  confiftent  with 
my  duty  to  the  fiek,  I  was  compelled  to  in- 
terrupt the  proceeding,  and  finding  in  this  in- 
ftance,  that  1  had  to  contend  with  invincible 
prejudice,  I  v/rote  to  the  Dutch  command- 
er to  requefl,  that  on  future  occafions,  if 
it  was  deemed  requilite,  to  perfift  in  the  ce- 
remony, diredlions  might  be  given  for  the  mu- 
fic to  meet  the  proceflion,  at  fome  diftance 
upon  the  road,  where  It  could  not  be  heard 
by  thofe  who  were  lying  in  the  hofpital. 
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Notwithftanding  the  deep  afflldion  of  the 
prefent  hour,  many  as  I  mentioned  to  you 
before,  even  amidft  all  the  dangers  of  cli- 
mate and  of  war,  think  very  lightly  of  fick- 
nefs  until  it  reaches  themfelves.  In  further 
proof  of  which  I  may  give  you  an  extra 61  from 
a  letter,  written  by  an  officer  to  my  poor  loft 
affiftant,  at  the  time  I  was  ill  with  yellow 
fever,  and  now  found  among  his  efFedts — "  I 
am  forry"  writes  the  officer  "  to  hear  of  Dr. 
Pinckard's  dangerous  ftate,  but  I  fhall  the  lefs 
regret  his  lofs  if  it  gives  a  ftep  to  my  friend*' 
— or  in  other  words  "  let  him  be  releafed,  and 
I  promife  not  to  grieve  io  my  friend  gains 
promotion  /" — Poor  fellow  !  my  death  could 
have  caufed  as  little  promotion  to  him,  as  his 
now  gives  to  me  ! 

It  is  remarkable,  that  among  his  papers 
we  alfo  find  an  unfinifhed  letter,  begun  only 
a  day  or  two  ago,  to  his  father,  in  which  he 
fpeaks  of  being  uncommonly  well,  and  grate- 
fully offers  thanks  to  the  Deity  for  the  bleffing 
of  fuch  excellent  health. 

Soon  after  he  expired,  a  man  called  who 
had  fome  bufmefs  with  him,  and   on   being 
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told  that  he  was  dead,  he  would  not  leave  the 
houfe,  but  infifled  that  we  were  deceiving 
him,  faying  that  he  had  feen  him  in  the  town 
perfe^ly  well  "  only  a  day  or  two  before  ! " 

But  to  efcape  from  this  painful  theme,  let 
me  tell  you  that  before  our  unhappy  lofs  we 
had  hailed  the  new  year  in  propitious  greet- 
ings. It  had  opened  upon  us  unmarked  with 
any  peculiar  feature  :  without  being  drowned 
in  mirth,  the  un-plumed  deputy  of  the  grim 
fcythe-bearer  retired  in  filent  tranquillity ; 
while  equal  modefty  marked  the  birth  of  his. 
uew-winged  fuccefTor.  No  loud  adieux,  nor 
fediue  joys  proclaimed  the  period.  It  pafTed 
in  foft  repofe,  apd  I  remained  unconfcious  of 
the  change,  until  the  youthful  meflenger  of 
the  hoary  monitor  gently  flew  in  at  my  cham- 
ber v^indow,  4nd  whifppred  nae  to  rny  daily 
round  of  duty, 

We  have  been  fome  time  without  news 
from  your  fide  the  Atlantic  ;  but  a  fingle  pa- 
per is  now  brought  to  us  by  the  captain  of  £^ 
fhip  from  Glafgow,  and  you  will  not  be  fur- 
prized  to  learn  that  it  is  worn  to  fhreds,  (by 
pafling  through  the  hapds  of  the  whole  gar-f 
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rlfon,)  when  I  tell  you  that  it  contains  the  fifft 
intimation  we  have  received  of  an  entire  Dutch 
fleets  commanded  by  Admiral  Lucas,  being 
captured  by  the  brave  Sir  Keith  Elphinftone  at 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope*  At  this  news  we 
feel  that  our  hearts  beat  in  unifon  with  all 
yours  at  home,  for  it  is  in  fuch  victories  that 
we  may  look  for  peace,  and,  what  is  even  of 
greater  confequence,  for  fecurity  againft  a 
fpeedy  renewal  of  the  war. 

By  the  fame  paper  we  alfo  learn,  that 
public  rumour  fpeaks  of  hoftilities  between 
America  and  France,  in  confequence  of  the 
piratical  conduct  of  the  latter,  tov/ards  the 
American  fhips  and  commerce.  Thus  while 
we  read  of  one  circumance  that  might  tend 
to  a  peace,  we  find  others  which  threaten  to 
fpread  far  wider  the  fad  ravages  of  v/ar. 

After  being  for  fome  time  without  frefh 
animal  provifions,  it  has  happened  that  the  hof- 
pital  has  been  Aipplied  with  them  feveral  times 
within  the  laftfew  days  :  but,  unhappily,  the 
efFed  they  have  produced  upon  the  bowels  of 
the  fick,  has  more  than  counteraded  the  bene- 
fit which  they  might  have  derived  from  them. 
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Aware  that  this  was  not  an  unfreqiient  oc- 
currence, we  had  endeavored  to  guard  againft 
it  by  ifluing  the  frefh  meat  only  In  fmall  por- 
tions at  a  time,  yet^  from  their  ftomachs  having 
been  fo  long  unaccuftomed  to  it,  and  from  the 
debilitated  ftate  of  the  patients,  the  laxative 
effect  was  very  confiderable,"  nearly  the  whole 
of  the  convalefcents  having  been  attacked  with 
a  troublefome  Diarrhaea. 
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LETTER    XX. 

Coincidence  of  fever  and  the  fpr'tng  tides.  Cafe  if  Mr.  Becte, 
Birth-day  review.  Tardy  march  of  the  Dutch  troops  to 
the  field.  Birth- day  dinner.  Ball  at  the  Fort.  Excef- 
five  fatigue  fupported  by  the  ladies  in  dancing.  Delicate 
fupper  fivalloived  by  a  Dutch  lady.  Improved  health  of  the 
troops.     Weekly  return  ivlthout  a  casualty. 

Demarara,  Jan.  2i. 

W  E  have  again  had  abundant  occafion  to 
remark  the  fa£t  regarding  the  coincidence  be- 
tween the  returns  of  fever  in  this  climate,  and 
the  periods  of  the  fpring  tides.  Only  a  few- 
days  ago,  at  the  time  of  full  moon,  Mr. 
Beete  (the  commifTary)  Mr.  Mulheran  (one 
of  our  afliftants  in  the  medical  department) 
and  fix  of  the  convalefcents  in  the  hofpital 
were  attacked  vvkh  a  relapfe  of  fever,  or 
what  is  here  called  **  the  tides  "-—three  were 
cafes  of  continued  fever — five  of  intermittent : 
but  it  is  not  in  the  paroxyfms  of  intermittent, 
and  the  relapfes  of  fever,  only,  that  the  difeafe 
appears  to  be  influenced  by  the  recurrence  of 
the  fpring  tides,  for  we  now  find  that  the 
primary  invafion  of  the  diforder  is  more  fre- 
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qiient,  and  the  number  of  fever-patients 
admitted  into  the  hofpital  greater,  at  thefe 
periods,  than  at  any  other  time. 

The  cafe  of  Mn  Beete  is  peculiar ;  and 
places  the  fa6t  in  a  very  ftriking  light.  He 
has  been  long  refident  in  the  Well  Indies,  and 
from  having  withftood  all  the  late  perils  of 
difeafe  at  Grenada,  might  be  regarded  as,  in  a 
great  degree,  fecure  againfl:  that  particular 
form  of  the  fever  which  is  fo  fatal  to  newly 
arrived  Europeans:  but,  very  foon  after  he 
came  from  the  iflands  to  Demarara,  he  was 
attacked  with  it,  in  the  form  which  it  more 
commonly  aflumes  among  the  Creoles,  and 
thofe  who  have  been  long  on  this  (hore  of  the 
Atlantic,  viz.  as  an  intermittent,  yet  not  re- 
turning as  a  quotidian,  a  tertian,  or  a  quartan, 
but  as  a  quindeciman,  and  fo  regularly  ob- 
ferving  its  type  that,  if  referred  to  its  place  in 
a  fyftem  of  nofology,  it  might  juftly  be  ranked 
among  the  fpecies  of  intermittent  fever,  under 
the  title  of  quindecimana.  It  has  continued 
ever  fmce,  returning  at  intervals  of  a  fortnight, 
with  the  exacerbations  correctly  obeying  the 
periods  of  new  and  full  moon,  but  he  has 
always   the  power   of  interrupting  it,    and 
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averting  the  paroxyfin  by  a  copious  ufe  of  the 
bark  for  only  a  day  or  two  previous  to  the 
time  of  fpring  tide,  and  his  friends  very 
earneflly  hope  that  he  will  foon,  fo  far  fub- 
due  his  averfion  to  the  taking  of  medicine,  as 
to  employ  it  in  fufficient  quantity  wholly  to 
eradicate  the  difeafe.  In  the  four  other  cafes 
of  intenr.it^eiitj  the  fever  alTumes  the  ordinary 
quotidian,  or  the  tertian  type.  In  the  cafes 
therein  the  diforder  appears  in  its  continued 
form,  the  relapfes  are,  frequently,  not  lefs 
fevere  than  the  original  attack. 

The  1 8th  inftant,  being  the  Queen's 
birth-day,  we  honored  it  in  public  and  pri- 
vate rejoicing,  and  as  our  days  of  feftlval  are 
few,  you  will  believe  that  due  juftice  was 
done  to  the  occafion.  In  the  morning  we  had 
a  general  review  of  the  troops  ;  afterwards 
a  large  party  dined,  and  drank  her  Majefty's 
health  with  the  commandant :  and,  in  the 
evening,  the  officers  gave  a  fplendid  ball  at  the 
fort. 

The  review  afforded  great  fatisfa£lion  to 
the  inhabitants,  by  placing  before  them  a  line 
body  of  troops,  armed  in  the  defence  of  the 
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colony*  They  were  of  different  nations,  dif- 
ferent colours,  and  different  uniform ;  yet  from 
the  excellent  difcipline  inflilled  among  them 
by  the  unwearied  attentions  of  the  command- 
ant and  the  ofHcers,  their  appearance  in  the 
field  was  highly  military,  and  their  manoeu- 
vres executed  with  much  of  order  and  cor- 
redlnefs.  The  line,  if  not  formidable,  was  very 
refpedable.  On  the  right  were  the  Britifh 
troops,  and  the  corps  of  Demarara  volunteers, 
in  fcarlet  uniform :  on  the  left  were  the 
Dutch,  In  blue  :  in  the  centre  the  fine  battalion 
of  South  American  rangers,  in  white  ;  and, 
on  each  wing  a  party  of  the  royal  artillery. 

In  going  to  the  field  either  the  Holland- 
ers had  negleded  their  ufual  punctuality,  or 
ail  the  others  had  affembled  before  the  ap- 
pointed hour;  for  the  Dutch  corps  did  not 
arrive  uatil  long  after  thefe  had  taken  their 
ground ;  a  circumflance  which  was  rendered 
more  remarkable,  on  account  of  thefe  formal 
beings  continuing  their  march  in  flow  ftep, 
even  after  they  appeared  in  fight,  and  perceived 
that  the  commandant  with  all  the  officers,  and 
the  troops,  were  in  the  field  waiting  for  them. 
You  will  not  wonder  that  upon  feeing  them 
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the  impatient  crowd  exclaimed  "  a  funeral ! 
*'  a  funeral  !"  for,  in  verity  their  movement 
had  far  more  the  air  of  a  funeral  proceffion, 
than  a  march  to  a  review :  but  it  is  their 
cuftom  to  proceed  to  the  field,  on  fuch  occa- 
fions,  in  flow  time ;  and  cuftom,  among  the 
Dutch,  would  feem  to  be  as  facred  as  the 
Perfian  laws. 

At  the  dinner,  the  board  was  enriched 
with  all  the  dainties  of  the  country,  and  the 
appetite  provoked  by  choice  wines  and  cheer- 
ing mufic.  The  governor,  the  fifcal,  moft  of 
the  officers,  and  many  of  the  principal  inhabi- 
tants of  the  colony,  were  prefent.  A  military 
band  enlivened  the  banquet,  and  merry  toafts 
and  fongs  caufed  the  bumper  glafs  to  move  in 
much  quicker  time,  than  the  Dutchmen  had 
marched  to  the  review.  I  left  the  table  early, 
in  order  to  make  my  round  of  duty  at  the 
hofpital,  and  joined  the  party  again  in  the 
evening  at  the  ball,  where,  in  a  group  of  about 
feventy  perfons,  we  met  all  the  beauty  and 
fafliion  of  the  colony.  The  occurrences  beft 
worth  noting  to  you  were — the  furprifing  ex- 
ertion fnpported  by  the  ladies  in  dancing — 
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and  the  aftonifliing  fupper-appetites  betrayed 
by  fome  of  the  Dutch  females.  In  the  whole 
party,  the  number  of  ladies  did  not  exceed 
fixteen,  fo  that  many  of  the  gentlemen,  in  the 
early  part  of  the  evening,  had  to  lament  the 
want  of  partners  in  the  dance  ;  yet  fuch  was 
the  prowefs  of  the  fair,  that,  before  the  dancing 
ceafed,  each  had  fubdued  her  triple  round  of 
beaux  j  and  it  fell  to  their  lot  to  complain  of 
the  want  of  partners.  The  exercife  ufed  by 
the  ladies  was  truly  aftonifhing,  and  far  ex- 
ceeded all  that  I  could  have  believed  them 
capable  of  fuppcrting;  but,  call  it  plsafure, 
and  the  body  is  ftrong.  If  fuch  excefs  had 
been  recommended,  as  necefTary  for  any  other 
purpofe,  it  would  no  doubt  have  been  re- 
garded as  dangerous  and  deftruQive  fatigue. 
Some  of  them,  with  only  the  interval  of  fup- 
per-time,  danced  country  dances,  and  cotil- 
lions, from  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening,  until 
day-light  in  the  morning  ;  in  a  room 
v/here,  probably,  the  heart  was  above  90  de- 
grees. Knowing  this,  you  will  not  be  fur- 
prized  that,  although  early  in  the  evening,  the 
beaux  had  to  contend  for  belles — late  in  the 
morning  the  belles  had  to  feek  for  beaux* 
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At  Tupper,  few  as  the  ladies  were,  it  hap- 
pened to  be  my  fortune  to  be  placed  between 
two  of  them  :  but  of  one  only  I  have  now  to 
fpeak  ;  yet  let  me  firft  remark  that  the  whole 
colcny  was  ranfacked  to  furniih  the  table ; 
which  was  moft  fumptuouily  and  profuiely 
fpread.  On  my  noticing  the  uncommon 
crowd  of  diihes,  an  onicer  dryly  replied — 
"  perhaps  you  are  not  aware  that  the  party  to 
*'  be  entertained  is  Dutch." — I  thought  it  fully 
fufEcient  for  five  fuch  parties,  whether  Dutch, 
Englifh,  or  French  ;  but  if  all  had  eaten  like 
the  lady  in  queftion,  I  muft'have  been  very 
egregioufly  deceived.  Many  others  alfo  en- 
joyed the  feaft  moft  abundantly,  and  their  ca- 
pacious appetites  excited  alternate  fenfations  of 
diverfion  and  furprize — not  to  fay — ^difguft  ! 

The  lady  at  my  right  elbow,  was  very 
large,  and  of  true  Dutch  figure.  Her  perfoa 
may  be  well  defcribed  in  two  words — broad 
and  bulky  !  By  fome  accident  fhe  had  fprained 
her  wrift,  and  this  formed  a  ready  apology  for 
appealing  to  my  particular  attention,  which, 
from  not  being  in  the  habit  of  eating  fupper, 
I  could  the  better  devote  to  her  fervice  :  but  I 
almoft  fear  to  note  to  you  the  hd  I  have  to 
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relate,  left  you  fliould  imagine  that  I  affume  a 
traveller's  privilege,  and  indulge  in  the  mar- 
vellous at  the  expence  of  a  fair  aflbciate  gueft. 
Let  me  therefore  premife,  that  in  what  follows, 
the  boundaries  of  fober  truth  are  not  out-ftep- 
ped  one  fingle  iota ;  for  I  not  only  helped 
the  lady  to  her  meats,  and  poured  forth  her 
wines,  but  was  further  called  upon  to  cut  her 
food,  into  fmall  pieces,  ready  for  the  fork, 
by  which  I  had  the  opportunity  of  obferving 
literally  every  mouthful. 

Scarcely  had  we  taken  our  feats,  before 
my  fair  neighbour  requefted  me  to  help  her 
to  a  glafs  of  claret,  of  which  I  found  2ifull  bot- 
tle ftandlng  between  us.  The  ceremony  of  a 
gentleman  drinking  at  the  fame  time  was  not 
deemed  eiTential  ;  I  therefore  tafted  but  very 
lightly :  yet  it  fomehow  happened,  and  with- 
out the  bottle  being  once  removed,  that,  be^ 
fore  the  fupper  was  at  end,  the  gentle  lady 
"was  compelled  to  have  recourfe  to  a  found 
glafs  or  two  of  Madeira,  to  fupply  the  defi- 
ciencies of  our  empty  bottle  !  With  this,  her 
eating  v;as  in  no  degree  at  variance,  for  ihe 
commenced  by  forming  a  folid  ftratum  of 
two  heavy   fllces  of  fat  ham,   after  which  I 
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helped  her  from  no  lefs  than  fourteen  other 
dlihes,  of  each  of  which,  to  my  furprife,  flie 
partook  with  feeming  appetite  !  Such  a  fup- 
per  I  had  not  before  feen  fwallowed  by  man, 
woman,  or  any  thing  in  human  fhape  !  And 
though  fatiated,  not  fatisfied,  fhe  afterwards 
defired  me  to  reach  towards  her  feveral  of 
the  difhes  of  fruit,  from  each  of  which,  after 
liberally  tafting,  iht privately  gave  a  portion  to 
a  female  flave,  who  was  Handing  at  her  back  ; 
and  when  flie  rofe  to  leave  the  fupper  room, 
I  obferved  Jindcr  her  chair  a  loaded  plate  of 
fruits  and  fvveets,  which,  without  doubt, 
the  negrefs  had  received  inftrudions  to  con- 
vey home  to  regale  her  miftrefs  on  the  mor- 
row. This,  by  the  by,  is  a  cuftom,  which  I 
have  more  than  once  {^tvi  pradilfed  by  foreign 
ladies,  both  Dutch  and  French  ! 

But  what  will  furprife  you  mofl;  is,  to 
know  that  after  this  light  fupper^  my  Jady  of 
Turkey  ftomach  brijkly  relumed  the  merry 
dance  !  and,  when  I  retired  at  five  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  £he  remained  tripping  it  away 
as  light  as Batavian  clay  ! 
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It  affords  me  real  pleafure  to  be  able  to 
remark  that  we  have  entered  the  more  cordi- 
ally into  the  late  feftivity  on  account  of  the 
improved  ftate  of  our  fick  lift,  and  from  the 
happy  circumftance  of  the  lad  weekly  return 
of  the  hofpital  not  containing  even  a  fmgle 
cafualty.  Tins  is  a  fubjed:  of  great  and  pe- 
culiar fatisfadion  to  the  medical  officers ;  it 
being  the  firft  week  fuice  our  arrival  in  thefe 
colonies,  that  we  have  had  the  opportunity  of 
making  out  a  weekly  return,  without  marking 
fome  one  in  the  fatal  column.  But  the  heal- 
thy feafon  is  now  fetting  in,  and  w^e  are 
taught  to  exped:  nearly  four  months  of  dry 
weather,  with  a  lalubrious  breeze,  which  is  to 
waft  away  all  our  maladies,  i  have  been  too 
much  in  the  habit  of  bufy  employment  to 
feel  any  defire  to  fit  down  in  idlenefs  :  yet, 
upon  fuch  terms,  I  could  be  very  happy  tq 
remain without  duty. 


P4« 


LETTER    XX. 

Attack  of  the  Spaniards  from  Oronoko.  Rtpulfed  from  the 
poji  of  Moroko  by  the  Dutch  troops  in  the  Britifh  fervice. 
The  nenvs  brought  to  head  quarters  by  Indian  couriers. 
Converfation  with  fome  faves  on  the  fuhjeEl  of  freedom. 
Replies  of  a  negrefs.  Remarks  of  an  intel/igent  negro. 
The  yelloiv  fever  attacks  the  fame  per/on  various  times.  A 
bull  made  by  one  of  the  author  s  ajjijlants.  Example  of 
yelloiunefs  of  the  body  from  heat  ivithout  fever.  Creoles 
greater  invalids  than  Europeans.  Contending  influence  of 
an  elegafjt  poetj  and  the  god  of  arms. 

Demarara,  Feb.  1 1. 

/\  confiderable  time  h^s  now  pafTed  fince  our 
arrival  upon  this  coaft,  and,  having  remained 
fo  long  without  any  interruption,  we  had  al- 
moft  believed  that  the  many  foes  upon  our 
borders  meant  to  leave  us  in  quiet  pofTeflion 
pf  the  colonies  we  had  taken  ;  but  we  have,  at 
length,  been  affailed  from  the  quarter,  whence 
we  lead  expected  it,  having  had  a  fkirmifh 
"with   the  Spaniards    to   leeward,   inftead  of 
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the  Dutch  or  French,  who  in  more  impof" 
ing  afped:,  threatened  us  from  windward. 
Fixing  upon  a  favorable  moment  when  they 
expelled  that  the  garrifon  might  be  funk  in 
repofe,  after  the  feftivities  of  the  Queen's 
birth- day,  a  party  of  Spaniards  crofled  the  ri- 
ver Oronoko  in  the  night  of  the  19th.  inft. 
and  made  an  attack  upon  our  out-poft  at 
Moroko,  the  remotefl;  point  of  the  colony  of 
EfTequibo.  To  their  difappointment  our 
troops  were  upon  the  alert,  and  they  were 
obferved  before  they  landed.  Qifickly  the 
whole  force  at  the  poll  was  under  arms,  and  at 
ftepping  on  fliore  the  Dons  met  a  very  warm 
and  lively  reception.  The  firing  was  return- 
ed on  the  part  of  the  Spaniards,  who  boldly 
rufhed  forward,  expeding  to  fubdue  the  gar- 
rifon, but,  after  the  conteft  had  continued  a 
{hort  time,  they  were  defeated,  and,  fome  being 
killed,  fome  wounded,  and  others  driven  into 
the  river,  thofe  who  were  able  to  make  their 
efcape,  precipitately  took  to  their  boats  and 
retreated.  Flapplly  not  one  of  our  men  was 
killed,  but  the  commanding  officer  and  nine 
of  the  foldiers  were  wounded,  fome  of  the  lat- 
ter, we  fear,  mortally.  This  is  the  fird  ren- 
contre we  have  had  with  the  enemy  fmce  our 
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arrival  in  Guiana  ;  and  from  the  refult  it  is 
probable  that  the  next  aflault  will  not  be  from 
the  quarter  of  the  Oronoko. 

Very  much  to  their  honor,  this  gallant 
defence  of  our  out-poft,  was  made  by  Captain 
Rochelle  and  a  party  of  the  Dutch  troops,  v/ho 
had  furrendered  on  our  taking  the  colonies, 
and  afterwards  entered  into  the  fervice  of  his 
Majefty.  They  fought  with  great  bravery, 
and  gave  a  fatisfadory  proof  that  they  merit- 
ed the  confidence  repofed  in  them,  in  appoint- 
ing them  to  the  defence  of  this  important 
ftation. 

Two  of  the  Bucks,  or  Indians,  were  dif- 
patched  from  the  poft,  to  bring  us  the  news  of 
the  action,  and  they,  with  the  zeal  and  pun6tu- 
ality  of  more  regular  couriers,  reached  Sta- 
broek  on  the  23d.  four  days  after  the  battle. 
According  to  my  cuftom,  I  engaged  thefe 
men  of  the  woods,  each  evening  during  theij- 
flay,  to  join  me  in  my  favorite  exercife  of 
Ihooting  with  the  bow  and  arrow. 

I  have  lately  amufed  myfelf  by  taking 
frequent   opportunities  of  engaging  in  con- 
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yerfation  with  different  negroes,  both  men 
and  women,  with  the  view  of  afcertaining 
what  was  the  ftate  of  their  intelleds,  and 
particularly  what  were  their  fentiments  with 
regard  to  the  fubjed  of  freedom  and  flavery ; 
and  when  I  tell  you  that  I  was  careful  to  feled: 
thofe  v«rho  were  the  moft  intelligent,  you  will 
be  furprized  to  learn  the  very  limited  extent 
of  their  knowledge.  Their  utmoft  ambition 
does  not  go  beyond  the  procuring  of  food, 
with  the  little  clothing  they  wear,  and  me- 
dicine when  fick  ;  nor  in  any  other  view  do 
they  feem  to  comprehend  the  advantages  of 
freedom  ;  and,  being  alTured  of  thefe  froni. 
their  matters,  while  they  remain  Haves,  they 
have  a  fenfe  of  terror  at  the  idea  of  being 
made  free  :  yet  I  have  remarked  that  fome  of 
the  women  fpeak  in  raptures  on  the  fubje(ft 
of  obtaining  their  liberty ;  but,  upon  further 
queftioning  them,  I  have  always  difcovered 
that  it  was  not  from  any  juft  fenfe  of  inde- 
pendence ;  but  from  the  mere  defire  of  be- 
coming the  fultana  of  a  white  man,  and  being 
placed  by  him  above  the  ordinary  flaves  of  his 
houfe. 
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1  give  you  the  following  converfation, 
literally  as  it  pafTed  ;  from  which  you  will  be 
able  to  form  a  more  corred  judgment  of  the 
fentiments  which  didated  the  replies. 

Would  you  not  like  to  go  to  England  ? 

No  !  Backra  country  no  good  !  In  Neger 
country  they  no  flog  'em,  and  dat  better  dan 
Backra  country. 

Should  you  not  wifh  to  be  free  ? 

O  yes  !  O  yes  ! 

And  if  you  were  free,  where  would  you 
live,  and  what  would  you  do  ? 

Live  wid  dem  dat  buy  me  free. 

Well !  and  would  you  not  go  with  thenx 

to  England  ? 

No !  me  'fraid  to  go  where  'em  all  Bac- 
kra. Me  love  for  fee  Neger  here  and  dere  j 
me  'fraid  for  fee  all  Backra. 

But  if  thofe,  who  bought  you  free,  fhould 
go  away  and  leave  you  ? 
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Den  me  live  wld  one  Backra  man,  and 
hab  one  Have  for  work  for  me. 

And  if  this  Backra  man  fhould  die  ? 

Den  me  live  wid  one  other  Backra  man. 

This  was  the  utmoft  extent  of  all  flie 
defired  on  earth.  She  would  remain  with. 
any  family  that  fhould  make  her  free,  but  if 
they  fhould  leave  the  colony,  (he  would  go 
and  live  with  a  white  man,  and  prevail  upon 
him  to  buy  her  a  flave  ;  and  if  this  protedor 
fhould  die,  then  fhe  would  feek  for  another 
white  man,  and  go  and  live  with  him  ;  and 
fo  on,  from  one  white  man  to  another,  as 
often  as  they  fhould  die,  or  leave  the  colony. 
It  was  a  very  common  reply  from  many  of 
them  to  the  queftion, — What  would  you  do 
were  you  free? — Live  wid  de  Backra  man 
dat  buy  me  free,  wafh  him  linen,  and  keep 
him  clean  I 

Another  very  frequent  anfwer,  both 
from  the  men  and  women,  to  the  queftion, 
— Would  you  not  like  to  be  free  ?  was— 
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If  me  free — who  gib  me  food — who  gib 
me  clothes — who  fend  me  a  dodor  when  me 
Tick ! 

Among  thofe  who  condemned  freedom 
was  a  very  fine  negro,  who  was  born  in  the 
colony  ;  and  who  fpeaks  better  Englifli,  and 
is  more  intelligent  than    nine  tenths  of  the 
flaves  who  have  been  imported.     This  man 
infilled  that  he  would  not  accept  his  freedom, 
were  it  offered  him,  but  that  he  would  prefer 
to  remain  a  flave.     If  free,  he  faid,  he  muft 
work  for  his  food  while  he  was  young,   and 
when  he  fhould   be  old  ;  whereas  if  he   re- 
mained a  flave,  his  mafler  would  give  him 
food  for  his  labour  while  young,  and  let  him 
eat,  in  reft,  when  he  grew  old.     Alfo  if  fick 
his  mafter  would  let  him  have  provifions,  and 
find  him  a  dodor — but  were  he  free,  he  could 
not  work  for  food  when  old,  or  fick;  nor 
could  he  have  a  do6tor,    becaufe  he  fhould 
be  unable   to  pay  him.      This  country,   he 
faid,  was    good  for  him,    he    was    born  in 
it,  and  he  would   not  like  to  go    into    any 
other.     If  he  fhould  have  "  the  rnisforttine^'* 
to  be  made  free,  he  would  learn  fome  trade, 
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and  work  at  that  to  procure  him  food  aiid 
clothing. 

He  had  acquired  fome  idea  of  a  future 
ilate,  and  defcribed  it  as  a  great  and  general 
principle  among  the  negroes,  to  cherifh  any 
of  their  own  colour  who  had  grown  old,  and 
were  in  want,  and  to  feed  and  compaffionate 
them,  if  they  were  free,  and  unable  to  work  ; 
for  which  he  obferved  they  Ihould  "  go  to 
heaven."  He  had  no  doubt  of  being  taken 
to  heaven  himfelf,  and  told  me  that  he  was 
ready  to  die  that  minute  if  any  one  would 
kill  him,  adding  that  he  would  rather  die 
than  live  !  On  being  afked  why  he  did  not 
kill  himfelf,  he  replied—"  dat  no  good^  if  I 
fall  do  dat^  me  go  to  helV — Lying,  fvvearing, 
and  drunkennefs,  he  did  not  regard  as  crimes: 
fuicide,  and  giving  poifon  to  any  perfon  were, 
in  his  eftimation,  the  greateft,  and  almoil  the 
only  fins.  Thefe  he  confidered  as  certain  of 
preventing  any  one  from  being  received  into 
heaven,  of  which,  his  ideas  were  extremely 
vague,  and  unintelligible*  Hell  he  defcribed 
as  an  immenfe  cauldron  of  liquid  fire,  into 
which  the  wicked  were  to  be  plunged. 


It  occurs  to  me  that  you  may,  probably, 
have  heard  it  queftloned  whether  a  per- 
fon  can  be  attacked  with  the  yellow  fever 
more  than  once ;  therefore,  amidft  my  un- 
conneded  notes,  I  may  obferve  to  you,  that 
to  the  mortification  of  thofe  who  have  al- 
ready fufFered  it,  as  well  as  to  others,  we 
knew  that  it  may  and  does  attack  the  fame 
perfon,  not  only  a  fecond  time,  but  many 
times  *.  An  inftance  of  this  I  may  mention 
to  you,  together  v^^ith  a  genuine  Iricifm  pro- 
duced on  the  fubjed,  by  one  of  the  gentlemen 
of  the  hofpital  department,  whofe  home  lies 
a  little  to  the  v^^eft  of  Holyhead. 

The  patient  was  the  fergeant- major  of 
the  rangers,  a  man  who,  from  the  nature  of 
his  appointment,  was  neceiTarily  expofed  to 
much  duty,  and  great  fatigue.  He  had  twice 
been  a  patient  at  the  hofpital  in  yellow  fever, 
and  had  both  times  recovered,  after  being  in 
a  ftate  nearly  to  be  defpaired  of.     On  his  re- 

*  Some  medical  men  contend  that  fevers  which,  are 
communicated  by  contagion,  cannot  attack  the  fame  per- 
fon twice.  If  there  be  any  foundation  for  the  opinion, 
it  may  ftand  as  an  additional  proof  that  the  yellow  fever 
is  not  a  contagious  difcafe. 
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tUrnitig  to  us  a  third  time,  we  were  lamenting 
the  feverity  of  his  fufferings,  and  the  hard 
trials  he  had  to  encounter,  v^^hen  one  of  the 
hofpital  mates  exclaimed — "  Faith,  and  it's 
no  wonder  he  fliould  be  attacked  fo  often, 
for  he  is  conftantly  expofed  to  the  heat  of  the 
fun,  night  and  dayT 

Sometimes,  without  any  feelings  of  actual 
difeafe,  the  eyes  and  ikin  of  thofe  who,  from 
their  employment,  are  expofed  to  the  greateft 
degrees  of  heat,  become  as  yellow  as  in  the 
deepeft  yellow  fever.  This  happens  to  bakers, 
cooks,  blackfmiths,  and  the  like.  A  few 
days  ago,  in  one  of  my  walks,  I  met  a  man 
who  had,  fome  time  before,  been  a  patient 
in  the  hofpital,  and  obferving  that  his  fl^in 
and  eyes  were  of  a  ftrong  yellow  colour,  I 
afked  him  if  he  was  again  ill ;  when  he  re- 
plied in  the  negative,  adding  that,  on  the 
contrary,  he  continued  fo  well  as  to  be  em- 
ployed as  a  baker^  at  the  commilTary's,  and 
further  remarking  that  he  had  himfelf  noticed 
the  yellownefs,  which  he  had  been  told  was 
owing  to  the  heat  of  his  bufinefs. 

Notwithftanding  the  feverity  of  difeafe 
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among  thofe  who  are  recently  arrived  in 
the  Weft  Indies,  v/e  remark  that  the  Creoles, 
or  creolifed,  are  generally  much  greater  in- 
valids, than  thofe  who  are  hut  lately  from 
Europe.  This  fad:  we  fee  particularly  ex- 
emplified in  the  corps  of  South  American 
rangers, — the  officers  of  which  have  heen 
appointed,  fome  from  the  regiments  newly 
arrived  from  England,  and  the  others  from 
among  the  colonifts  ;  and  while  the  latter 
are  feeble  and  ailing,  and  often  unfit  for  duty, 
the  former  are  a<flive  and  rcbuft,  far  lefs  com- 
plaining, and  feldom  indifpofed,  except 
when  attacked  with  violent  and  dangerous 
difeafe.  The  creolifed  have  a  degree  of  lan- 
guor and  lallitude  about  them,  and  are  fub- 
jedt  to  head-ach,  and  febrile  fenfations,  which 
render  them  inadlive,  and  lefs  capable  of  ex- 
ertion than  the  others  :  they  are  alfo  very 
fubjed:  to  fever  of  a  remittent,  or  intermit- 
tent type,  which  either  invades  them  at  irre- 
gular periods,  or  returns  in  fevere  annual  vifi- 
tation. 

In  my  medley  of  communication  I  mufl 
not  negle<5t  to  tell  you  of  a  coincidence  of 
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circumflances  which  occurred,  a  few  days 
fince,  and  filled  my  mind  with  pleafurable 
ideas.  In  a  moment  of  relaxation,  at  the 
clofe  of  a  pleafant  and  ferene  evening,  I 
chanced  to  take  up  a  copy  of  Thomfon's 
Seafons  to  perufe  ;  and  as  I  was  pondering 
in  deep  meditation  over  his  beautiful  Autumn, 
loft  in  the  delightful  defcription  of  a  tranquil 
and  philofophic  country  life,  which  he  fo  en- 
chantingly  contrafts  with  all  the  gay  follies 
of  fafhion,  the  riches  of  commerce,  and  the 
loud  and  fplendid  glitter  of  war^  I  was  fud- 
denly  roufed  by  the  found  of  martial  mufic, 
and  the  appearance  of  a  body  of  troops  march- 
ing by  my  window  ;  when,  with  the  book 
in  my  hand,  the  troops  in  my  eye,  and  the 
drum  in  my  ear,  contending  fenfations  rufhed 
into  my  mind  ;  and,  delighted  as  I  had  felt 
with  the  defcription  of  ferene  happinefs  in  a 
country  life,  the  mufic  and  the  fplendour  of 
Mars  fcattered  doubts  amidft  my  all-afl!enting 
admiration ;  and,  without  knowing  how  to 
decide  between  the  poet  and  the  god  of  arms, 
1  wifhed  for  Thomfon's  powers  to  defcribc 
the  exquifite  fenfations  which  this  accidental 
combination  wrought  in  my  breaft.     I  looked 
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at  the  foldiers — read  the  book — Ilftened  to 
the  mufic — refleded  !  The  troops  adva^nced 
■ — the  mufic  died  upon  my  ear — my  eye  was 
fixed  on  vacancy  :    I  reafoned — compared — 

was   abforbed  !     and Thorafon   fell 

from  my  hand  ! 
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LETTER    XXL 

Fatal  effects  of  tmfconducl  under  profperjty.  Example  of 
gratitude  in  a  Negro.  High  price  of  wages.  Improved 
iQeather  atid  roads.  Temperature.  Matin  feelings.  Scar^ 
city  of  water.  An  expample  of  the  effect  of  climate  upon 
Europea7is .  News  received  of  an  attempt  of  the  French 
to  invade  Ireland. 

Detnarara,  February. 

As  a  contraft  to  the  feelings,  which  I  told 
you  in  my  laft  letter  had  crowded  upon  me  in 
confequence  of  an  accidental  coincidence  of 
circumftances,  I  may  now  mention  to  you 
another  occurrence  which  has  forced  upon 
my  mind  ideas  of  an  oppofite  nature — of  a 
nature  both  painful  and  humiliating. 

Among  thofe  who  were  appointed  to  the 
rangers,  without  having  previoufly  been  em- 
ployed in  the  army,  was  a  perfon  in  the  medical 
department,  and  who,  poor  man,  Is  now  falling 
a  vidiim  to  his  good  fortune.  I  was  required, 
a  few  days  fmce,  to  vifit  him  in  ficknefs,  and 
found  him  lying  in  a  mofl:  deplorable  ftate  of 
wretchednefs — exhibiting  a  flriking  example 
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of  the  fad  cffefts  of  fudclen   elevation.     He 
had  come  an  adventurer  to  this  coaft  only  in 
January,  not  three  months   previous   to   our 
invafion  of  the  colonies.     His  education  had 
not  been  highly  liberal,  nor  had  he  addrefs  or 
talents  to  recommend   him.     A  letter  of  in- 
troduction vs-as   all   his   fortune,  and   all    his 
hope.     By  means  of  this  he  obtained  the  fuf- 
frage  of  two  or  three  gentlemen  of  the  colony, 
who  introduced  him  to  a  profeffional  employ- 
ment,   which,     though    not    fplendid,     was, 
under    the    circumftances    of    his    fituation, 
ample  beyond  all  that  he  could  have  exped:- 
ed.       Soon    afterwards,    when   the   corps   of 
South    American    rangers    was    formed,   the 
fame  intereft  procured  him   an  appointment, 
which,  together  with  the  employment  already 
mentioned,  produced  him   an  additional   in- 
come of  nearly  500I,  per  annum.     This  ex- 
ceeded all  his  calculations,  and  from  profpe- 
rity  feating  herfelf  in  his   lap  {o  foon   after 
his  arrival,  the  fudden   change  overpowered 
his  feeble  mind,  and  inftead  of  operating  to 
his  benefit,   it  is   very  rapidly  haftening  his 
deftrudion.     His  prudence  did  not  keep  pace 
with  his  fortune,  but,  overwhelmed  with  un- 
expeded  fuccefs,  he  grew  prefumptuous,  and 
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affumed  a  vain  importance,  forgetting  equally 
the  duticfi  cf  gratitude,  and  the  circumftances 
of  his  fituation.  His  manners  being  uncul- 
tivated, his  condud  was  abrupt  and  vulgar, 
and  he  rendered  himfelf,  not  only  generally 
unpleafant,  but  ofFenfive  to  his  friends,  and 
altogether  infupportable  in  the  regiment. 
Having,  in  confequence,  fallen  into  difgrace 
with  thofe  about  him,  he  gave  way  to  fottifti 
habits,  and  from  indulging  too  freely  in  rum, 
has  injured  his  health  paft  recovery  ;  and  he 
now  lies  a  melancholy  picture  of  difeafe  and 
mifery.  I  found  him  in  bed,  ill  with  dyfen- 
tery,  intoxicated,  fadly  filthy,  and  emitting 
a  ftrong  odour  of  rum,  with  other  ojffenfive 
effluvia.  A  more  wretched  cbjed:  my  eyes 
fcarcely  ever  beheld.  He  looked  meager  and 
worn  down  with  difeafe  and  inebriety  :  his 
head  and  hands  trembled  from  the  eifeds  of 
fpirituous  liquors  :  his  countenance  was  pale 
and  ghaftly :  his  eyes  dull  and  vacant  ;  and 
his  fpeech  faultering.  His  hair  flood  on  end : 
a  beard  a  fortnight  long  covered  his  chin : 
his  fkin  was  deep  in  dirt  ;  and  his  body  was 
wrapped  in  an  old  ragged  night  gown,  which 
had  been  long  a  ftranger  to  the  wafh-tub. 
The  curtains,  fheets,  and  bedding,  were  old 
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and  ragged,  of  unwholefome  fmelljand  almofl 
infectious  with    dirt.      The  facking   bottom 
was  alfo  ancient  and  rotten,  and  fo  loofe  as  to 
fink,  in  the  middle,  down  to  the  dirty  floor. 
Old  coffers  and  chefts,  cobwebs,  dirty  gallipots 
and  bottles,  were  the  furniture  of  the  apart- 
ment :  which  was  a  clofe  fmall  room  that  did 
not  appear  to  have  known  the  luxury  of  cold 
water  for  many  years.     A  meager  flave  was 
his  attendant,  whofe  chief  duty  it  was  to  hand 
him  the  poifonous  rum,  whenever  he  was  fober 
enough  to  call  for — "  another  glafs !"     My 
profeflional  occupation  had  often  placed  before 
me  fcenes  of  poverty  and  diftrefs — objetfls  of 
mifery  and  difeafe  were,  indeed!  but  too  fa- 
miliar to  me,  yet  can  I  never  forget  the  fhock 
I  experienced,  when,  upon  entering  his  cham- 
ber, this    finking    objedt,  and   the    crowded 
wretchednefs  around  him,  firft  met  my  eye. 

Tell  me,  my  friend,  what  ftrange  error, 
what  infatuation  is  it  that  caufes  men  thus  to 
pervert  the  good  things  of  life  ?  What  folly — 
what  delufive  mania  can  it  be  that  leads  them 
to  forfeit  the  comforts  they  might  command, 
and  involve  themfelves  in  the  very  depths  of 
mifery  and  of  woe  ? 
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Although  It  is  commonly  remarked  that 
gratitude  is  not  a  prominent  virtue  among  the 
flaves,  I  may  mention  to  you  an  additional 
fad:,  in  proof  that  they  are  not  deftitute  of  this 
amiable  quality.  On  the  morning  of  January 
13th,  a  well-looking  robuft  negro,  unexpect- 
edly prefented  hinifelf  at  n^.y  door,  tendering 
his  fcrvices,  and  begging  that  he  might  be 
allowed  to  work  for  me.  Upon  my  going 
out  to  fpeak  with  him,  his  countenance  glad- 
dened with  joy,  and  looking  animated  and 
cheerful,  he  faid  he  would  "  do  ebery  ting  to 
^hlige  Majfa^  wait  upon  Majfa^  clean  Majfas 
borfe^  and  do  all  de  work  Majfa  tell  him  T 

Not  immediately  recolle^ing  his  features, 
I  afked  him  who  he  was,  whence  he  came, 
and  how  it  happened  that  he  addreffed  him- 
fclf  to  me  ?  When  he  replied — "  Ah  Maffa^  if 
you  no  rcmetnber  Prince^  Prince  no  forget  dat 
MaJfa  telVemfoldiersfor  break  one  great  iron  col- 
lar  off"  Princess  neck,  and  give  him  for  gnyaam 
ivhen  MaJfa  at  Mahaica  /"  This  brought 
him  to  my  recolledion,  and  I  recognifed  an 
unhappy  Have,  whom,  in  one  of  my  walks  at 
Mahaica,  I  had  met  wandering  in  a  cotton 
field,  bearing  a  heavy  iron   collar  upon  his 
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rieck,  with  three  long  iron  fpikes  projeding 
from  it,  terminating  in  iliarp  points,  at  the 
diftance  of  nearly  a  foot  and  a  half  from  his 
perfon ;  and  with  his  body  flogged  into  deep 
ulcers,  from  his  loins  to  his  hams.  In  this 
ftate,  and  almoft  ftarving  with  hunger,  he  ap- 
pealed to  my  feelings.  Humanity  pleaded  in 
his  behalf,  and  without  a  too  fcrupulous  in- 
quiry into  the  whys  and  wherefores  of  the 
punifhment,  its  tender  dictates  were  obeyed. 
The  poor  man  follovv^ed  me  to  the  fort :  the 
foldiers  grew  indignant  on  feeing  his  naked 
fores  ;  and  the  impulie  of  their  feelings  not 
being  oppofed,  his  neck  was  quickly  freed 
from  its  load,  and  the  maflive  yoke  and  its 
fpikes  were  as  fpeedily  converted  into  pot- 
hooks for  the  benefit  of  the  mefs.  Thus  made 
happy,  the  thankful  flave  had  now  found  his 
way  to  my  home  at  La  Bourgade,  in  order  to 
make  his  further  acknowledgments,  and  to 
tender  me  his  fervices.  Shall  it  be  faid  chat 
Africans  know  not  the  divine  fentiment  of 
gratitude ! 

I  before  mentioned  to  you  the  great  diffi- 
culty we  meet  with  in  obtaining  labouring 
mechanics,  and  you  will  be  furprized  to  know 
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the  extravagant  price  at  which  they  are  paid 
in  thefe  colonies.  Inconvenience  fometimes 
arifes  from  the  fcarcity  of  workmen,  and  the 
few,  whom  we  have  among  us,  being  fenfible 
that  their  number  is  fmall,  and  that  others 
cannot  be  procured,  demand  moft  exorbitant 
wages,  ahd  commit  their  extortions  without 
any  fort  of  referve.  Only  a  few  days  ago  the 
labouring  carpenters  threw  down  their  tools, 
and  refufed  to  work,  becaufe  a  board,  ap- 
pointed to  regulate  the  price  of  wages,  refufed 
to  allow  themjhur  dollars  per  day,  inftead  of 
three,  at  which  extravagant  rate  they  have 
been  paid  for  fome  time  paft. 

The  weather,  upon  this  coaft,  is  now 
pleafant,  and  the  roads  delightfully  good. 
We  are  advancing  gradually  into  the  dry  fea- 
fon.  Occafional  fhowers  ftill  refrefli  the 
fields,  but  our  deep  and  muddy  roads  are 
become  quite  fmooth  and  dry,  and  are  at  this 
time,  perhaps,  as  fine  for  travelling  as  any  that 
can  be  found  upon  the  face  of  the  globe* 
The  kindly  breeze  is  fteady  and  powerful, 
and  the  thermometer,  at  noon,  feldom  exceeds 
82° ;  a  degree  of  heat  that  we  are  able  to  fup- 
port,  without  feeling  thofe  heavy  fenfations  of 
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languor  and  wearlnefs,  which  are  found  fo 
extremely  oppreflive  in  the  fultry  days  of  an 
Englifh  fummer. 

Another  very  great  comfort,  not  peculiar 
to  this  feafon,  but  which  we  commonly  ex- 
perience in  this  climate,  is  the  total  freedom 
from  that  laffitude  and  yaw^ning,  fo  common 
in  England,  at  the  hour  of  rifmg  in  the  mor- 
ning, and  which  is  not  only  troublefome  and 
unpleafant,  but  frequently  caufes  us  to  fteal 
another  hour  from  the  already  too  fhortened 
day.  Here,  it  is  but  one  thing  to  aw^ake,  and 
to  get  up.  The  inftant  your  eyes  are  open, 
the  flumbers  of  the  night  are  wholly  paft,  and 
you  have  no  feelings  of  heavinefs  or  drowfy 
languor  to  oppofe  your  riling ;  but  in  wakeful 
fprightlinefs  you,  at  once,  quit  the  pillow,  and 
are  ready  to  engage  in  the  a<Stive  purfuits  of 
the  day. 

The  decline  of  the  wet  feafon,  although 
pregnant  with  manifold  advantages,  has 
brought  us  acquainted  with  a  new  trouble  in 
the  fcarcity  of  water.  In  ccnfequence  of  the 
increafed  number  of  perfons  requiring  to  be 
fupplied,  the  tanks,  or  cifterns  built  for  the 
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prefervation  of  rain   water,  are  found    very 
inadequate    to   the    confumption— and    thefe 
being  emptied  very  foon  after  the  heavy  rains 
had  ceafed,  we  have  now,  for  our  fupply  of 
fi-efii  water,   to  depend  upon   the  unwilling 
toil  of  a  party  of  negroes,  who  are  employed 
to    go    many  leagues    up  the  river  in  boats, 
in    order    to    bring    down    cafks  of  water, 
from  a  diftance  beyond  the  influence  of  the 
tides.     In   confequence  of  the  feveral  inter- 
ruptions neceifarily  arifmg  from  this  mode  of 
procuring  it,  cur  fupply  of  frefh  v\?ater  is  not, 
at   all  times,  fo  regular  as  might  be   wifhed, 
and  there  have>  been  moments  when  we  could 
have  almoft  lamented  the  abfence  of  heavy 
rains.     Not  only  on  account  of  ficknefs,  but 
from  the  neceffity  we  are  under  of  ufmg  a 
confiderable  proportion  of  falted  provifions, 
an  ample  fupply  ojf  frefli  water  is  rendered 
indifpenfable  at   the   hofpital.     Fredi  animal 
food  is  again  become  a  great  dainty  among  us, 
and    both  the  fick,  and  their  attendants  are 
often  compelled  to  fatisfy  themfelves  with  a  diet 
of  fait  meat,  and  the  vegetables  of  the  country. 

Letters  have  lately  reached  us  from  Bar- 
badoesj  in  which  is  mentioned  a  ftriking  ex- 
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iimple  of  the  fatal  influence  of  climate  upon 
newly  arrived  Europeans.  One  of  the  regi- 
ments, which  left  that  ifland  upon  the  expedi- 
tion to  St.  Lucie,  in  the  month  of  April  lafl, 
is  already  returned,  a  mere  feeleton,  confiding 
of  only  a  fmall  body  of  invalids — and  the 
proportion  which  fell  in  battle  is  faid  to  be 
very  trifling,  compared  with  the  greater  de- 
ftrudiion  caufed  by  a  foe,  wliofe  hungry 
ravages  are  far  more  direful  than  thofe  of 
2rim-vifaged  war. 

We  have  likewife  received  fome  recent 
Englifh  papers,  from  which  we  learn  that  the 
French  have  attempted  the  invafion  of  Ireland 
with  only  a  few  hundreds  of  men.  Tell  me 
if  this  be  true — and  if,  as  reported,  the  winds 
and  the  waves  of  our  coaft  have  fruftrated  the 
attempt,  and  fpared  our  troops  the  necefl^ty  of 
punifhing  this  a£t  of  temerity,  and  Gallic 
prefumption  ? 
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LETTER     XXII. 

Author  accompanies  a  party  upon  an  inter^h^g  excurfton  up 
the  river  De7narara.  Different  in  fame  refpeclsfrom  his 
former  §xcurfion  up  the  river  Berbifche.  lingular  fortune 
of  the  author  in  happening  to  he  of  both  parties.  OhjeEls  of 
the  excurfton.  Author  only  a  favored  appendage.  Date  of 
departure  and  return.  Prefent  party  only  preceded  by  in- 
dividuals. Remarks  concerning  the  diflance.  Author 
tinivell — recovers  en  route.  Plantation  "  Golden  Tent^^ 
Firfl  night  paffed  with  Mr.  Selles  at  the  eflate  **  Hermi- 
tage.^'' I/lands  in  the  river  Demarara.  Kamonuy  creels. 
Party  dine  in  the  boat.  Woratilla  creek.  Mabeira  creek. 
A  ivide  favanna.  View  of  Mr.  Ednwflone' s  dwelling. 
Dark  windings  of  the  creek.  An  accide?it  happens  to  one 
efthefaves.  His  reply  refpeEling  the  depth  of  the  water. 
The  party  arrive  at  Mr.  Edtnotiflone's  in  the  dark.  No- 
velty of  feeling  themfelves  walking  iipati  rifing  ground. 
Hofpitable  reception  by  Mr.  Edmonjlone.  Plenteous  fupper. 
ISight  accommodation. 

Demarara,  March  9. 

1  OU  will  regard  it  as  an  additional  fmile 
beftowed  upon  me  by  fortune,  when  I  tell  you 
that  I  have  been  invited  to  another  river  ex- 
curfion,  and  again  had  an  opportunity  of 
becoming  a  traveller  in  the  vs^ild  woods,  and 
uncultiviited  regions  of  tUs  coaft  5  and  that  I 
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learOi  from  thofe  who  have  the  beft  means  of 
knowing  the  fafl,  that  few  or  none  of  the  hi- 
habitants,  however  long  their  reudence  here, 
have  journied  ih  far  up  the  rivers,  and  into 
the  dark  forefts,  both  of  Demarara  and  Ber- 
bifche,  as  myfelf. 

hly  late  excurfion  differed  in  fome  of  its 
features  from  the  former.  It  was  made  with 
different  perfons,  and  fitted  out  with  more  of 
accommodation  and  comfort ;  but  the  other, 
as  made  with  my  comrades,  was  more  com- 
pletely a  marooning  party,  and  perhaps  ex- 
hibited, in  ftronger  traits,  the  charad:ers  and 
circumftances  which  prefented  themfelves  to 
our  obfervation. 

In  our  expedition  up  tlie  river  Berbifchcj 
we  were  all  ftrangers,  trefpaffing  upon  the 
bounty  of  thofe  w^e  met ;  and,  without  any 
acquaintance  or  introduction,  depending  upon 
the  hofpitality  of  perfons  v/hoUy  unknown  to 
us,  for  the  means  of  profecutlng  our  journey  : 
whilft  in  the  excurfion  up  the  river  Demarara, 
all  of  the  party,  except  myfelf,  were  colonifts, 
who  were  accuflomed  to  the  country,  ac- 
quainted with  places  and  perfons,  and  provided 

VOL=   III.  T 


274 

With  {lores,  and  other  accommodations  for  the 
occafion. 

Our  reception  by  the  planters  upon  the 
borders  of  the  rivers  was,  in  both  cafes,  fo 
liberal,  that  it  were  difficult  to  mark  the  dif- 
tindion — perhaps  I  might  fay  that  in  the  one 
inSance  we  were  cordially  hailed  as  expected 
friends— in  the  other  generoufly  greeted  as 
welcome  ftrangers.  That  it  fhould  have  fal- 
len to  my  lot  to  have  been  of  both  parties,  is 
matter  of  lingular  gratification  to  me  ;  for 
they  were  not  merely  journies  of  idle  curiofity : 
a  ftrong  intereft  attached  to  them,  both  regard- 
ing our  fpecies,  and  the  face  of  the  globe  we 
inhabit ;  and  the  impreffion  they  have  made 
upon  my  mind  will  be  remembered  with  plea- 
furc,  to  the  end  of  my  days  ;  for  I  always 
contemplate  whatever  concerns  the  habits  and 
welfare  of  my  fellow  beings  with  feelings  of 
very  {w^atxt  frater?iit)\  and  nothing  fo  de- 
lights me,  as  to  witnefs  the  actual  condition  of 
man  ; — whether  he  inhabit  the  pompous  city, 
the  unafpiring  village,  the  bleak  mountain, 
or  the  wild  and  deep-fhaded  fore  ft. 

The  leading   objeds  of  our  excurfion 
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v/ere  to  procure  fome  roots  of  plants  and 
trees,  principally  of  the  wild  fruits  of  the 
foreft,  for  the  purpofe  of  planting  upon  the 
eftates  of  my  fellow  travellers  near  the  coaft; 
and  to  explore  the  river,  as  far  as  the  falls, 
which  is  the  utmoft  extent  we  could  reach  in 
a  boat. 

I  was  only  an  appendage — a  mere  ftran- 
ger  of  the  party,  and  had  no  care  nor  concern 
regarding  the  arrangements  of  the  journey. 
Every  thing  was  planned  and  provided  by  my 
companions,  and  I  was  invited  to  join  them, 
only  from  the  very  liberal  fentiment  that  the 
excurfion  might  afford  me  pleafure.  The 
party,  to  whom  I  am  indebted  for  fo  handfome 
a  compliment,  confifted  of  Mr.  M'Kenzie, 
Mr.  Frazer,  Mr.  L.  Cuming,  and  Mynheer 
Heyliger. 

We  loitered  on  the  way,  like  well-ac- 
commodated travellers,  and  made  it  a  tour 
of  eleven  days,  having  taken  our  departure 
from  Stabroek,  at  noon  on  the  25th  of  Fe- 
bruary, and  returned  on  the  evening  of  the 
7th  of  March.  No  party,  equally  numerous, 
had  been  known  to  travel  to  fo  great  a  dif- 
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tance  from  tlie  coalt,  althougli  individuals  had, 
occafionally,  journied  as  far  as,  or  even  be- 
yond the  falls  of  the  river. 

We  had  no  means  of  marking  the  dif- 
tance,  except  by  the  Dutch  method  of  making 
it  fynonimous  with  time  :  according  to  which, 
I  mighi:  fay  that  from  Stabroek  to  the  Falls  is 
ihiny-iix  bours ;  or,  from  the  mouth  of  the 
river,  to  the  part  where  it  ceafes  to  be  navi- 
gable, nearly  thirty-fix  hours  and  a  half.  But 
in  this  I  cannot  profefs  even  an  approach  to 
the  correclnefs  of  Dutch  meafurement,  which 
gives,  with  tolerable  accuracy,  four  miles  to 
the  hour ;  for  although  we  were  thirty-fix 
hours  upon  the  water,  between  the  town  and 
the  falls,  I  dare  not  venture  to  calculate  the 
diftance  at  four  times  thirty-fix  miles  ;  as  the 
hour  might  be  fometimes  eight  or  ten  miles, 
and  fometimes  not  a  third  fo  many,  according 
as  the  breeze,  the  tide,  or  the  current,  chanced 
to  aid  or  impede  our  progrel's ;  or,  according  to 
the  feelings  of  ftrength,  or  fatigue,  on  the  part 
of  the  flaves.  And,  indeed,  if  I  Ihould  fix  the 
avera?"e  at  four  miles  an  hour,  accordins:  to 
the  Dutch  calculation,  the  diftance,  thus  given, 
would  ftill  be  very  incorredl:,  as  we  were  pre- 


277 

vented  from  purfulng  tlie  direct  ccurie  of  the 
river,  by  our  frequent  calls  at  the  different 
plantations  en  route. 

During  the  morning,  previous  to  our  de- 
parture, I  had  felt  very  unwell,  with  ftrong 
fymptoms  of  fever,  which  being  increafed  by 
heat,  and  the  hurry  of  preparation,  I  was  fo 
ill  at  the  time  of  going  into  the  boat,  that  no- 
thing but  the  moft  ardent  defire  not  to  fore- 
go the  excurfion  could  have  induced  me  to 
have  ventured  from  home  ;  and,  indeed,  I  have 
fince  felt  more  fenfible,  than  I  did  at  the  mo- 
ment, how  extremely  perilous  it  was  to  em- 
bark upon  fuch  an  excurfion,  in  this  climate, 
under  the  troubled  fenfations  I  then  experi- 
enced ;  but  at  that  inftant,  nothing  fhort  of 
actual  confinement  could  have  detained  me 
behind.  Happily  tlie  threatening  indications 
fubfided,  and,  recovering  as  we  proceeded,  I 
became  quite  well  upon  the  journey. 

We  made  our  firft  call  at  an  eftate  named 
"  Golden  Tent,"  belonging  to  Mynheer  Meer- 
tens,  where  we  were  received  in  a  very  friend- 
ly manner,  by  Mr.  Reid,  the  refident  mana- 
ger, who  keeps  the  houfe  and  premifes  in 
^  3 
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fuch  high  order  and  prefervation,  that  the 
general  neatnefs  of  the  home,  together  with 
the  fquare  grafs-plats  before  the  door,  and 
other  decorations  around  the  building,  give  it 
more  the  air  of  an  European  dwelUng,  than 
any  place  I  had  feen  in  the  colonies. 

We  reached  a  plantation  called  Hermi- 
tage in  time  for  dinner,  and  there  took  up 
our  abode  for  the  night,  being  moft  liberally 
welcomed  by  Mr.  Selles,  who,  with  great 
hofpitality,  devoted  the  many  good  things 
of  his  houfe  and  table  to  our  accommoda- 
tion. 

During  the  next  day's  journey  we  paf- 
fed  feveral  iflands,  lying  in  the  courfe  of  the 
river,  but  from  being  flat  and  covered  with 
wood,  they  offered  nothing  more  novel  or 
interefting,  than  the  mere  break  they  occa- 
fioned  in  the  naked  view  of  the  river.  The 
firft,  is  called  the  land  of  Canaan  :  the  fecond, 
Fort  Ifland,  being  the  fpot  where  a  fort  was 
originally  erected,  and  a  military  poll  eft^- 
blilhed  for  the  defence  of  the  colony  ;  which 
was  then  fettled  higher  up  the  river,  than 
it  is  at  prefent:   the  next  is  fimply  name4 
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the  third  Ifland.  At  the  entrance  of  a  creek 
called  Kamonuy,  we  found  a  fourth,  which 
was  the  laft  we  met  with  in  the  courfe  of 
the  river.  It  was  about  two  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon  when  we  reached  the  Kamonuy 
creek ;  upon  entering  which  we  found 
a  ftriking  change  of  fcenery.  Inftead  of 
moving  upon  a  bold  and  fpacious  river,  befet 
with  iflands,  we  were  now  conducted  into  a 
confined  channel  of  deep  black  water,  lead- 
ing into  the  fombre  gloom  of  the  foreft,  and 
overhung  with  trees,  whofe  dark  foliage, 
meeting  from  the  oppofite  banks,  formed  an 
umbrageous,  canopy,  which,  even  at  mid-day, 
enveloped  us,  as  it  were,  in  the  ftill  fhades  of 
night. 

Having  yet  a  great  diftance  to  make  be- 
fore we  could  arrive  at  our  next  place  of  reft 
and  fearing  left,  as  the  evening  advanced,  we 
might  miftake  any  of  the  turnings  of  our 
channel,  and  be  led  into  the  uninhabited  depths 
of  the  foreft,  we  took  our  dinners  in  the 
creek,  without  flopping  the  boat,  and,  in  or- 
der to  avoid  every  delay,  refted  the  negroes 
only  by  turns,  while  we  fupplied  them  with 
the  neceffary  fupport  of  their  toil. 

T  4 
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This  dark  and  narrow  river  was  befet 
tvith  many  broken  ftumps  of  trees,  which  en- 
dangered  the  bottom  of  our  boat  ;  but  we 
efcaped  with  only  iiightly  rubbing  againft 
fome  of  them  as  we  palled. 

From  the  Kamonuy  we  were  led  into  the 
Woratilla  creek,  which  was  ftill  narrower  ancj 
darker  than  the  former  ;  and  out  of  the  Wora- 
tilla, we  turned  into  another  creek,  called  M^- 
beira,  which  was  fo  narrow  as  totally  to  prer 
vent  the  negroes  from  rowing  :  they  were, 
therefore,  obliged  to  ftand  up  in  the  boat,  and 
pufh  it  on  by  refting  with  the  ends  of  their 
pars  againft  the  banks  at  the  fides.  Soon  af- 
ter entering  the  third  creek  we  were  conducStr 
ed  into  a  wide  and  open  fivanna,  at  the  re- 
moteft  end  pi  vvhich  we  could  jufl  difjern  the 
lonely  home  oi  Mr.  Kdmonftonc,  whither  we 
were  bound,  and  whither  it  leemed  me  might 
quickly  arrive-  A  irr.ail  cannon  Vv-as  accord- 
ingly fired  froiu  th.e  beat  to  announce  our  ap- 
proach. But  before  v/e  came  near  to  the 
houfe,  the  windings  ot  the  creek  took  us  back 
into  the  deep  (liades  ;  and  after  proceeding  in 
the  dark  for  fonie  time,  we  again  opened  inr 
tp  the  favanna,   and  were  as  before   deluded 
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bya  feemingly  rapid  appioach  to  tlie  houfe — ■ 
but  again,  and  again,  the  numerous  windings 
of  the  channel  led  us  back  into  the  dark 
bofom  of  the   foreil. 

It  was  fortunate  that    we  had   reached 
the  entrance  of  this  very  narrow   ftream  be- 
fore the  night  fet  in,  or  we  might    have   paf- 
fed  the  turning,  and   have   been  led  into  the 
deep  woods,  widely  aftray  from  our  path  ;  for 
during  the  time  of  our  flow  moving  along  the 
Mabeira  creek,    w^e  w^ere    overtaken  by    the 
moft  profound  and  impenetrable  darknefs  ;  ia 
the  midft  of  which  an  accident  occurred,  that 
might  iiave  proved  fatal  to  one  of  our  Haves, 
who  from  not  being  able  to  fee  the  bank,  mif- 
fed the  land  with  his  oar,  and  fell  overboard 
into  the  water.      Happily,  from  the  habits  of 
the    negroc?,    they  are  in    a   manner  amphi- 
bious, and  this   man  had   no  fooner   reached 
the    bottom,  than  he   rofe  again  to  the  fur- 
face,  and  fwim.ming  after  us,  quickly  climbed 
into  the  boat ;   when,  on  being  afked   if  the 
water  was  deep,  he  replied  in  the  true  negro 
dialed,—''  Beep  like  a  hell  MaJJa  .'"  then  (bak- 
ing his  fliin,  refumed  his  toil  as  if  nothing  had 
happened. 
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Before  we  had  well  recovered  from  the 
hurry  of  this  accident,  we  were  again  brought 
into  the  favanna,  when  we  perceived  the 
lights  of  the  houfe  to  be  very  near  to  us.  The 
cup  was  now  at  our  lips,  but  we  were  ftill  to 
be  tantalized,  and  were  again  carried  into 
the  heavy  gloom  of  the  woods,  where  we  con- 
tinued to  purfue  the  tedious  windings  of  the 
creek,  until  the  open  favanna  had  grown 
nearly  as  dark  as  the  clofe  fhades  of  the  foreft, 
and  we  could  fcarcely  perceive  Mr.  Edmon- 
ftone,  when  he  at  length  hailed  us,  at  the  front 
of  his  dwelling. 

Our  journey  had  not  been  enlivened  with, 
much  of  variety,  even  in  the  courfe  of  the 
river  ;  and  from  the  time  of  our  entering  the 
creeks,  we  were  fliut  in  fombre  folitude.  In 
the  foreft  a  death-like  ftillnefs  prevailed.  The 
fcene  was  cheerlefs  as  limited :  o'ercaft  with 
folemn  darknefs,  the  woods  feemed  uninha- 
bited, and  fcarcely  did  a  bird  or  an  inkdi 
chirp  a  note  to  difturb  the  filent  fliades. 

From  the  landing  place  up  to  the  houfe 
weafcended  by  a  rihng  path,  which  our  feet 
diftinguifhed  as  a  great  novelty,  after  fo  long 


283 

treading  a  flat  foil  interrupted  only  by  dykes 
and  ditches.  A  fhort  time  after  our  arrival 
the  table  was  fpread  with  ham,  pepper  pot, 
laba,  and  other  good  things,  of  which  our 
party  partook  with  travellers'  appetite.  Soon 
afterwards  we  retired  to  reft,  the  other  gentle* 
men  in  their  hammocks, — myfelf  upon  a  bed. 
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^he  pari'j  pnfs  the  night  at  Mr.  Edmonjhne^s — widijlurhed 
i>y  miifqu'iioes.  Expedition  into  the  woods.  Novel fcener<^. 
Treis  of  the  forejl  lofty — their  wood  of  hard  and  folid 
te>:ture.  Decayed  trees  not  fee n  in  the  forefl.  Specimens 
colleEled.  Few  animals  feen  in  the  woods — fewer  infeBs. 
Author  flrolls  into  an  Indian  hut.  Returns  to  revifit  its 
inhabitants.  Finds  that  they  have  decamped  into  the  woods, 
temperature  of  the  air  in  the  forejl  : — of  the  water  in  the 
creek  :  of  the  atmofphere  in  the  Jljade  of  the  hoiije.  Eccen- 
tric perfonage  rftding  at  Mr.  Edmonjlone's.  Boat  fent 
round  to  the  Sand  hill.  Another  boat  difpatched  down  the 
river.  The  party  journey  on  foot  through  ike  woods  to  the 
Sand- bill.  Scenes  of  the  forefl.  Intricate  path  traced 
through  the  thick  ivoods  by  an  old  negro.  Sudden  opening 
upon  a  wide  plain.  Scenery  at  the  Sand  hill.  Situation  of 
the  dwelling.  An  iuhofpitable  Ir.nie.  ■  Suggiflion  that  the 
mvf/er  may  be  influenced  by  the  chilling  atmofphere  of  the 
fpot.  Temperature  at  the  Sand-hill.  The  party  detained 
at  this  univelcome  abode.     They  quit  it    luithout  a  regret, 

March. 

x\T  Mr.  Edmonftones's  tranquil  and  foli- 
t2ry  home,  we  paiTcd  the  hours  of  reft  in 
found  rcpofe,  undifturbed  bv  the  torment- 
ing mufquitoes,  which  we  had  found  ex- 
cefuvely  annoying  at  the  Hermitage  the  night 
before. 
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In  the  morning  Mr.  Edmonftone  placed 
lilmfelf  at  the  hear*  of  our  corps,  and,  attended 
by  four  or  five  negroes,  together  with  a  faga- 
cious  old  Indian,  we  fet  out  upon  an  expedi- 
tion into  the  woods,  in  fearch  of  the  plants 
and  fcions,  which  had  formed  the  leading  ob- 
jed:  of  our  journey.  Some  heavy  Ihowers 
having  fallen  in  the  night,  we  found  it  unplea- 
fant  walking  ;  but  we  perfevered  in  our  pur- 
fuit,  and  toiled  far  into  the  woods,  remaining 
upon  our  legs  from  nine  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing until  two  in  the  afternoon,  and,  to  my  fur- 
prize,  without  experiencing  any  feelings  of 
tatigue.  An  ample  collection  of  rare  fpe- 
cimens  of  plants  and  fruits  was  the  reward  of 
our  labour  ;  and  we  had  the  further  gratifica- 
tion of  witnefling,  in  the  courfe  of  our  walk, 
a  variety  of  fcenery,  which  cannot  be  met  with 
in  the  flat  and  more  cultivated  parts  of  the 
colony.  We  traverfed  thick  and  wild  forefts, 
crolTed  rivulets  and  limpid  llreams,  climbed 
up  rude  hills,  and  defcended  into  deep  gul- 
lies ;  which  created  a  novelty  that  animated 
our  attention,  and  banifhed  all  fenfe  of  fa- 
tigue. 

For  the  moft  pa£t,  our  road  was  only  a 


narrow  path  cut  by  the  Bucks,  and  fo  clofely 
bordered,  as  to  confine  us  in  our  walk,  to  the 
Indian  file.  At  times  the  forefl  was  thinner, 
and  we  could  fee  to  a  diftance  betwixt  its 
fhades,  or  walk  two  or  three  abreafl,  under  the 
trees  at  the  fides  of  our  path.  Twice  only 
we  came  to  open  fpots,  which  had  more  the 
appearance  of  plains  than  of  thickets,  and  were 
mere  patches  of  arid  and  fandy  foil,  which 
refufed  every  thing  of  nourifhment  to  the 
vegetable  world.  All  the  other  parts  were 
more  or  lefs  covered  with  fhrubs  and  forefl 
trees,  the  latter  of  which  are  of  immenfe 
height  and  bulk.  They  are  ufually  perpen- 
dicular in  their  growth,  and  their  wood  is 
heavy,  and  of  uncommonly  hard  texture,  ap- 
^proaching,  in  fome  inflanccs,  to  the  folidity, 
weight,  and  even  the  found  of  metallic  fub- 
flances. 

It  occurred  to  me  as  remarkable,  that  in 
this  long  walk  through  the  woods,  we  faw 
no  decayed  remains  of  trees,  either  flanding 
like  the  hollow  fhells  we  often  fee  in  England, 
or  lying  upon  the  ground,  funk  with  decrepit 
age.  Neither  did  we  meet  with  proflrate 
trunks,  which  had  been  broken  down,  or  up- 
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rooied  by  the  winds.  All  appeared  in  the 
fullnefs  of  health  and  vigour,  as  if  their  ere£t 
and  (lately  pillars  had,  through  many  ages, 
been  growing  fide  by  fide,  and  were  never  to 
furrender  to  all-deftrudive  years.  Moft  of 
them  were  without  branches,  except  near  to 
their  fummits,  where  their  thick  foliage  com- 
monly forms  a  canopy  which  is  not  eafily 
penetrated  by  the  fun  or  the  rain. 

Among  a  variety  of  fpecimens,  we  col- 
le^Sted  fome  fine  plants  of  the  tonquin  bean, 
the  Souwarrow  nut,  the  wild  orange,  and  a 
fpecies  of  the  medlar.  Of  birds  and  animals 
the  woods  appeared  to  contain  but  few.  Two 
wild  hogs,  fome  parrots,  and  parroquets  formed 
nearly  the  whole  lift  of  all  we  faw — nor  did 
the  foreft  feem  to  abound  with  infeds,  for 
fcarcely  had  I  pafled  a  day,  fmce  my  arrival 
upon  the  coaft  of  Guiana,  fo  entirely  free 
from  the  annoyance  of  thefe  minor  objects  of 
creation.  Two  or  three  mufquitoes,  of  feeble 
growth  and  feeble  wing,  were  all  we  faw  in 
the  woods;  and  at  Mr.  Edmonftone's  not  one 
appeared. 

After  our  return  from  the  foreft,  we  par- 
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took  of  a  moO:  plentiful  dinner,  and  in  the 
evening  flrolled  about  the  environs,  either 
feparately,  or  in  divided  parties,  according  to 
our  feveral  inclinations.  In  this  ramble  it 
happened  that  I  trod  my  v/ay  into  an  Indian 
hut,  where  I  found  the  family,  confifting  of 
a  man,  two  women,  and  three  children,  em- 
ployed preparing  their  pepper  pot  and  caiTada 
for  fupper. 

The  next  morning  I  rofe  at  an  early  hour, 
and  returned  to  repeat  my  vifit  to  this  group  of 
Indians;  whenlol  I  found  only  the  empty  hut! 
Probably  they  had,  or  had  imagined  a  better 
rcalbn  for  moving,  than  my  diiturbing  them 
by  an  abrupt  evening  call  j  but,  whatever  had 
occafioned  iu,  they  had  packed  up  the  furni- 
ture and  utenfils  of  their  humble  abode,  and 
taking  ail  with  them  into  their  canoe,  had 
decamped  in  the  night,  into  the  woods. 

From  the  Indian  hut  I  v;alked  into  the 
foreft,  and,  having  a  fmall  thermometer  in 
my  pocket,  I  fufpended  it,  for  fome  time,  in 
the  damp  and  heavy  fnade  of  the  woods  ; 
when  It  fell  1072  :  I,  then,  immerfed  it  in  the 
open  water  of  the  creek,  and  it  rofe  to  73I. 
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In  the  houfe  It  was  at  73  ;  at  noon  on  the  day 
preceding,  the  mercury  was  at  81. 

Before  I  take  ybii  from  the  foreft-embo- 
fomed  abode  of  Mr.  Edmonftone,  I  fliould 
tell  you  that  in  a  fraall  garret  of  this  fequef- 
tered  home  is  living  a  very  extraordinary  cha- 
radler,  in  the  perfon  of  an  old  Scotfman,  an 
antiquated  and  eccentric  being  of  the  fchool 
of  Loutherbourg  ;  and  who  is,  here,  regarded 
as  a  literary  phenomenon — a  literal  one  he 
certainly  is  !  He  had  formerly  known  better 
days ;  but  having  been  reduced  to  poverty, 
he  is  become  an  exile  from  his  country,  and^ 
in  this  profound  feclufion,  palTes  his  declining 
days  in  the  dull  and  harmlefs  round  of  read- 
ing an  old  Hebrew  bible,  and  two  or  three 
worm-eaten  volumes  of  Greek  and  Latin* 
His  perfon  is  plain — his  figure  meager,  and 
his  vifage  pallid.  In  m.anner,  he  is  formal 
and  pedantic.  His  wardrobe  and  furniture 
vie  with  the  antiquity  of  his  library,  and  both 
apparel  and  apartment  v^-ell  accord  with  his 
limited  occupation.  His  wants  being  few  and 
eafily  fupplied,  he  lives  contented  and  happy. 
We  found  him  teaching  Mr.  Edmonftone's 
children  to  read  5  and  this  we  underftood  to 
VOL.  in.  u 
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be  a  duty  of  relaxation — a  kind  of  remtfRon 
from  his  convcrfe  with  the  mufty  old  volumes, 
in  the  perufal  and  re-perufal  of  which  he  finds 
the  folace  of  his  cares,  and  the  gratification 
of  all  his  remaining  ambition.    - 

We  loitered  away  the  forenoon  at  Mr. 
Edmonftone^s,  fending  our  boat  round  by 
way  of  the  creeks,  and  the  river,  to  meet  us 
at  an  eftate  called  Sand-hill,  in  the  evening. 
We  likewife  difpatched  a  fmaller  boat  down 
the  river,  with  the  fpecimens  of  plants,  roots, 
and  cuttings  we  had  coiledted  in  the  woods  5 
and,  after  making  an  early  dinner  with  Mr. 
Edmonftone,  he  very  kindly  took  us  on,  in 
his  large  canoe,  to  profecute  our  journey. 
We  returned  down  the  Mabeira  creek ;  but, 
inftead  of  going  north,  when  we  opened  into 
the  Waratilla  to  proceed  to  the  Kamonuy 
creek,  and  the  river,  we  took  the  oppofite 
courfe  in  order  to  penetrate  deeper  into  the 
woods  ;  and,  when  we  had  paddled,  to  a  fhort 
diftance,  up  the  Southern  channel  of  the 
Waratilla  creek,  we  were  fet  on  fhore  upon 
its  eaftern  bank,  and  from  thence  took  our 
route,  on  foot,  through  the  foreft  to  the  Sand- 
hill. 
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This  was  a  walk  of  two  hours  over  rude 
hills,  acrofs  deep  gullies,  and  through  woods, 
which  to  an  European  eye  feemed  impene- 
trable. The  forcft  lies,  as  it  were  in  waves 
of  alternate  ridges  and  vallies,  and  is  fo  thickly 
befet  with  trees,  that  a  perfon  unaccuftomed 
to  fuch  travelling  could  have  no  hope  of 
making  his  way  through  it.  At  bed  our 
path  v/as  only  that  of  the  Bucks,  which  com- 
pelled us  to  follow  each  other  in  the  unfocial 
Indian  file,  and,  at  feveral  times,  even  this 
was  not  difcernable  to  us  :  but  an  experienced 
old  negroy  whom  Mr.  Edmonftone  had  feledt- 
ed  as  our  guide  and  conductor,  feemed  to 
know  every  tree  and  twig  we  had  to  pafs  ; 
and  direded  our  fteps,  with  as  much  accu- 
racy, as  if  a  broad  turnpike-road  had  been 
all  the  way  before  him  ;  although  it  often 
happened  that  we  had  to  form  a  path  by  pul- 
ling away  the  branches  and  brambles  with  our 
hands. 

A  fliort  time  previous  to  our  arrival  at 
the  Sand-hillj  we  fuddenly  efcaped  out  of  the 
deep  fhades  of  the  foreft,  and  one  of  the  moft 
varied  and  beautiful  fcenes,  which  can  be 
found  in  the  colony,  unexpe-ftedly  opened  be- 
u  3- 
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fore  ifs.  Suppofe  yourfelf  in  a  country 
where  flat  waters,  and  heavy  woods  form  one 
continued  and  unbroken  famenefs,  and  ima- 
gine that  after  a  walk  of  two  hours,  through 
the  obfcurity  of  ahnoft  impenetrable  forefts, 
you,  unexpededly,  rufh  forth  upon  an  exten- 
five  plain,  where  the  eye  immediately  fixes 
upon  a  handfome  houfe,  together  with  a  bold 
arch  of  a  large  river,  winding  its  courfe,  at 
a  great  depth  below  you,  and  the  view  ex- 
tending far  over  the  woods  of  its  oppofite 
^ank,  and  you  will  have  a  tolerably  accurate 
pid:ure  of  the  fcene  which,  fuddenly,  prefented 
itfelf  before  us,  at  the  Sand-hill.  It  was  highly 
novel,  being  more  open,  varied,  and  extend- 
ed than  at  any  other  inhabited  fpot  of  thefe 
boundlefs  forefts.  Need  I  add,  that  it  was 
highly  enlivened  and  improved  by  our  ob- 
ferving  a  white  female  ftanding  at  the  door  of 
the  houfe,  whofe  flov/ing  robes  vied  with  the 
fairnefs  of  her  form  and  perfon.  This  lady 
proved  to  be  the  niece  of  the  lord  of  the 
manfion. 

Corredly  fpeaking,  the  land,  which  ap- 
peared to  us  as  a  plain,  was  a  mountain  of 
fand,  whofe  flat  fuvface  was  elevated  at  leaft 
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a  hundred  feet  above  the  river,  and  overhung 
the  water  in  a  bold  precipice  ;  but  the  oppo- 
fite  fhore  was  low  and  flat,  being  fcarcely 
raifed  above  the  level  of  the  river,  which 
caufed  the  uninterrupted  fummit  of  its  thick 
woods  to  appear  before  us  like  a  green  field, 
or  a  wide  park  of  unlimited  extent. 

We  advanced  to  the  houfe,  quite  enrap- 
tured with  its  commanding  fituation  :  but,-^ 
Ihall  I  tell  you  ! — that  it  was  the  abode  of  in- 
hofpitality! — fhall  I  fay  that  this  houfe,  "erect- 
ed on  the  rifmg  ground,"  was,  perhaps,  the 
only  one  in  the  colony,  w^here  a  ftranger 
would  have  found  an  unwelcome  home  I  We 
were  greeted  with  a  forbidding  coldnefs — a 
freezing  formality  ;  and  were  entertained  with 
a  miferable  penury,  of  which  I  had  not  be- 
lieved the  coaft  of  Guiana  could  furniih  an. 
example  j  and  I  feel  perietrated  with  grief 
and  difappointment  in  marking  the  Sand-hill 
as  an  exception  to  the  general  hofpitality, 
which  I  had  found,  fo  eminently,  to  prevail  in 
thefe  colonies. 

I  will  not  attempt  to  decide  in  how  far 
the  condu^  of  the  lord  of  this  domain  might 
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be  influenced  by  climate,  but  there  was  much 
of  femblance  between  the  coldnel's  of  his  man- 
ner, and  the  chilling  air  of  his  place  of  refi- 
dence  ;  for,  on  our  entering  upon  the  plain  of 
the  Sand-hill,  when  we  came  out  of  the  foreft, 
we  had  all  felt  fhivering  with  cold,  and  were 
glad  to  put  an  our  coats,  which  we  had  dif- 
penfed  with  in  our  walk  through  the  woods. 
Between  five  and  fix  o'clock  the  next  morn- 
ing I  found  the  thermometer  at  67.  and  at 
noon  it  only  rofe  to  80''. 

It  confifted  with  the  tides  of  the  river, 
and  with  our  convenience,  in  waiting  the  lei- 
fure  ot  Mr.  Kdmonftone,  to  make  this  reluc- 
tant home  our  refting  place  for  the  night,  and 
until  the  afternoon  of  the  following  day;  but 
the  ungracious  reception  we  met  with  caufed 
the  hours  to  pafs  very  heavily  :  as  foon,  there- 
fore, as  the  tide  ferved,  and  Mr.  Edmonftone 
was  ready  to  accompany  us,  we  took  our  de- 
parture for  the  "  Loo,"  quitting,  without  re- 
gret, the  moft  delightful  fituation  in  the  colony. 
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*The  tarty  arrive  at  the  Loo  hi  the  ahfence  cf  the  manager . 
1  ake  pojfejjion  of  the  houfe,  and  feat  them/elves  at  the  fuppw 
table.  Cordialh  nuelcomed  on  his  return.  Well  accommo- 
dated for  the  night-  Morning  temperature.  Party  call  at 
an  cjlaie  to  hreakfajl.  An  Adotiii  in  the  forejt,  A  wood- 
cutter's cottage.  Party  entertained  by  a  negro  nnoman, 
Vijtt  a  free  mulatto  named  John  Hill.  A  fpecimen  of 
negro  labour.  The  party  proceed  to  another  wood-cutter^s 
duelling  tojleep.  Scenery  on  the  river  improved,  l^ight 
accommodations  at  this  humble  cottage.  Scenery  obferved 
on  the  following  day.  The  party  make  pur,  hajes  from  the 
Bucks.  Viftt  different  places  en  route.  Hafmond,  a  Dutch-. 
man  Pezanoy  a  Spaniard.  The  latter  an  eccentric 
character — a  chief  amonj  the  Bucks.  Has  a  plurality  of 
•wives — the  fenior  a  fort  of  duenna.  Pezand's  employment. 
— His  per f on.  He  confents  to  goto  the  Pcfl-holders  and 
the  Falls ^  as  a  guide ^  but  waits  to  follow  in  /late.  Ooefl 
Vriefland.  Pezanos  arrival  at  the  Pofholders.  Mrs. 
Mutzjirki  andfent  into  the  woods  to  the  Bucks.  Hofpitalit^ 
of  Mr.  Mutz.  Shooting  with  the  Indians.  Bathing, 
Spring  water.    Accommodations  for  the  night. 

March. 

X  HE  Loo  is  a  plantation  belonging  to  Mr. 
Haflin.  The  flaves  were  employed  four 
hours  in  rowing  to  this  eftate  from  the  Sand- 
hill. At  the  time  we  arrived,  the  manager 
•was  from  home  ;  but,  neverthelefs,  we  took 
poflejOTion  of  the  manfion,   fpread  the  cloth^ 
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and,  placing  our  ham  and  the  other  provi- 
iions  of  the  boat  upon  table,  without  cere- 
mony fat  down  to  fupper.  On  his  return 
the  manager  unexpededly  found,  in  his  cham- 
ber, a  party  of  feven,  feated  round  the  focial 
board  ;  and  of  our  fuite  were  no  lefs  than 
fifteen  flaves,  making  together  a  body  of 
twenty-two  perfons,  who  with  provifions, 
hammocks,  and  baggage,  nearly  filled  the 
houfe  fo  as  to  prevent  its  mafter  from  enter- 
ing :  but,  like  a  true  colonifl  of  the  country, 
and  unlike  the  repulfive  lord  of  the  Sand-hill, 
this  gentleman  hailed  us  with  cordial  greet- 
ings, exprefled  himfelf  happy  to  fee  the  whole 
party,  and  even  apologifed  for,  what  he  was 
pleafed  to  term,  his  misfortune,  in  hot  being 
at  home  to  welcome  our  arrival.  Immediately 
all  the  bell  things  of  the  larder  were  added  to 
our  fupper,  and  our  bountiful  hoft  further 
entreated  us  to  fufpend  our  appetites,  and  al- 
lov/  him  to  drefs  fowls,  eggs,  and  all  he 
could  prepare, to  improve  the  meal.  In  fhort 
his  whole  condu6t  was  precifely  confiftent 
with  the  prevailing  urbanity  of  the  colony, 
and  in  the  generous  attentions  of  the  Loo  we 
forgot  the  arid  and  inhofpitable  Sand-hill. 
The  evening  palled  av^ray  very  pleafantly,  and 
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our  hammocks  were  conveniently  fufpended 
for  the  night.  Early  in  the  morning  we  re- 
fumed  our  feats  in  the  boat.  Coffee  was 
ferved  to  us  at  the  time  of  rifmg,  and  we  fet 
off,  without  delay,  to  proiecute  our  journey 
to  "  the  Falls." 

The  mercury  in  the  thermometer  was 
this  morning  at  72,  being  five  degrees  higher 
than  at  the  fame  hour  of  the  preceding  day, 
at  the  more  elevated  fituation  of  the  Sand-hill. 

-  After  rowing  for  about  three  hours  and 
a  half  up  the  river,  we  felt  fome  calls  of  ap- 
petite, and  finding  ourfel/es  near  to  a  plan- 
tation, we,  in  the  true  fpirit  of  marooning, 
went  on  fhore  to  feek  fome  breakfaft.  Our 
reception  was  hofpitable,  and  we  were  wel- 
comed with  much  civility  by  the  manager, 
whom  we  found  to  be  a  petit-maitre,  whofe 
fondnefs  for  the  decorations  of  his  perfon  was 
very  confpicuous,  and  afforded  us  fome  di- 
verfion.  An  Adonis  in  the  woods  was  a  great 
novelty  ;  and  notwithftanding  his  polltenefs 
and  liberality  towards  us,  we  could  not  but 
fmile  at  the  gaiety  of  his  apparel,  and  particu- 
larly the  depth  of  his  frills  and  ruffles,  which, 
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full  fiowing  at  his  wrifts  and  bofom,  almoft 
enveloped  his  meager  perfon.  Amidft  the 
undreffed  Africans,  and  the  ftill  more  naked 
Indians,  about  his  home,  he  of  courfe  was 
unrivalled,  and  poflefled  the  fuperlative  grati- 
fication of  ftanding  alone — the  rara  avis  of 
the  foreft. 

But  to  the  honor  of  this  foreft  beau^  his 
foibles  in  no  degree  interrupted  his  better 
feelings.  He  was  corredtly  au  fait  with  re- 
fped  to  the  hofpltable  attentions  due  to  ftran- 
gers ;  and  he  entertained  us  with  the  utmoft 
liberality.  Nor  did  he  confine  himfelf  barely 
to  receiving  and  accommodating  us  with 
civility,  but,  further,  expreffed  much  regret 
that  we  were  come  for  fo  ihort  a  vifit,  and 
urgently  invited  us  to  prolong  our  ftay.  At 
breakfaft  he  provided  us  with  a  high  feaft,  by 
giving  us  fome  hot  rolls  and  frefh  butter,  to- 
gether with  a  difli  of  fine  oranges  and  other 
fruits. 

After  purfuing  our  journey  about  three 
hours  further  up  the  river,  we  came  to  the 
cottage  of  a  wood  cutter  where  we  met  with 
a  very  adtive  and  intelligent  negro  woman. 
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who  welcomed  us  to  her  mafler's  home,  and, 
adding  a  laba  pepper-pot  to  our  boat  provi- 
fions,  quickly  fet  before  us  a  very  neat  and 
plentiful  dinner. 

We  afterwards  made  a  vifit  to  a  mulatto 
man  named  John  Hill,  an  eccentric  charadlier, 
well  known  to  the  gentlemen  of  the  colony ; 
and  who  had  here  poffeiTed  himfelf  of  a  fmali 
houfe,  and  was  fettled  as  a  free  inhabitant, 
living  in  a  fort  of  independence  upon  the 
wood-cutter's  eftatc. 

In  the  courfe  of  our  walk,  I  had  the  op- 
portunity of  obferving  a  fpecies  of  negro- 
labour  that  was  new  to  me  ;  having  met*a 
party  of  fixteen  naked  flaves,  male  and  female, 
in  the  a£l  of  dragging  the  trunk  of  an  im- 
menfe  tree  out  of  the  foreft,  with  ropes.  They 
were  conduced  by  a  driver  with  his  whip  ; 
and  pulled  on  the  load  by  mere  ftrength  of 
arm,  having  no  afliftance  from  any  machinery, 
and  only  availing  themfelves  of  the  fimple 
expedient  of  placing  fmall  billets  of  wood 
under  the  tree,  at  fhort  diftances  from  each 
other,  in  order  to  prevent  it  from  fmking  into 
the  dirt,  and  doubling  their  toil. 


Finding  that  it  would  be  a  long  and  fa- 
tiguing journey,  to  make  the  whole  of  the 
diftance,  from  the  wood-cutter's  to  Mr.Mutz's, 
the  Poftholders,  on  the  morrow,  and  learning 
that  tiiere  was  a  tolerable  building  on  the  way, 
where  we  m.ight  hang  up  our  hammocks  for 
the  night,  we  rowed  two  or  three  hours  fur- 
ther in  the  evening,  borrowing  an  old  negro 
I  woman  to  take  with  us  for  our  guide,  left,  in 

the  approaching  darknefs,  we  might  pafs  the 
hut  without  obferving  it. 

The  fcenery  now  fenfibly  improved,  as 
we  advanced  up  the  river.  In  the  courfe  of 
this  day's  journey  we  faw  fome  lofty,  irregu- 
lar hills,  which  formed  a  very  pleafmg  and 
pidlurefque  variety,  and  relieved  the  dull  uni- 
formity of  fmooth  water,  and  fiat  woods,  fo 
peculiar  to  this  coaft. 

About  eight  o'clock  we  arrived  at  the 
dv/eliing  which  had  been  pointed  out  to  us  as 
a  convenient  refting  place  for  the  night.     Its 
'  exterior  was  not  very  prepofTeffing,  and  we 

found  both  houfe  and  accommodations  the 
moft  comfortlefs  of  all  that  we  met  with  in  the 
courfe  of  our  journey.      Ths   rooins  were 


301 

fmall  and  confined,  but  neatnefs  happened 
not  to  be  a  predominant  paffion  of  the  pof- 
feflbr.  We  felt  no  inducement  to  banquet 
away  the  night,  but  took  a  glafs  of  fimple 
grog,  and  very  foon  after  our  arrival,  retired 
fupperlefs  to  our  hammocks— fome  in  a 
clofe  unpleafant  chamber — the  others,  like  the 
Bucks,  under  an  open  hovel. 

We  rofe  with  Phoebus,  and,  being  glad 
to  efcape  from  the  houfe,  made  the  boat  our 
dreffing-room ;  then,  according  to  the  Dutch 
cuftom,  defended  our  ftomachs  from  the 
morning  damp,  by  a  cup  of  coffee,  and,  with- 
out further  delay,  put  ourfelves  en  route  to 
Mr.  Mutz's,  the  remoteft  European  home  of 
the  colony. 

In  this  part  of  our  journey,  the  whole 
fcenery  became  ftrikingly  changed,  and,  after 
the  infipid  monotony  of  flat  woods  and  water, 
the  objeQs  which  now  prefented  themfeives 
were  novel  and  varied  ;  and  all  around  us 
feemed  calculated  to  excite  a  ftrong  and  pe- 
culiar interefi.  Many  of  the  Indians  were  mov- 
ing upon  the  river  in  their  canoes ;  fome  alone, 
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fome  In  families,  and  fome  in  larger  bodies  *. 
cottages  and  Indian  huts  occalionally  opened  to 
our  view  in  the  woods  :  high  banks  fometimes 
bordered  the  river  ;  and,  not  unfrequently  hills 
and  lofty  fummits  crowned  its  ihores. 

From  the  Bucks,  whom  v;e  met  in  their 
canoes,  we  purchafed  fome  parrots  and  Ama- 
zonian parroquets,  called  Keiz-keiz,  toe^ether 
with  fome  bows  and  arrows,  war  clubs,  and 
various  Ipecies  of  Indian  implements,  and 
houfehold  apparatus  ;  and  feeling  anxious  not 
to  pafs,  unnoticed,  any  thing  that  might 
afford  us  gratification,  we  went  on  fhore  to 
make  en  pajfant  vifitings  at  the  feveral  huts 
and  cottages  which  caught  our  oblervation  in 
the  woods,  or  upon  the  banks  of  the  river. 

At  one  of  thefe  places  of  call  we  found  re- 
fiding  a  Dutchman  named  Kafmond,  who 
had  recently  taken  up  his  abode  in  this  fequef- 
tered  part  of  the  colony.  Upon  our  remark- 
ing that  he  had  very  much  the  air  of  an  old 
foldier,  we  were  informed  that  he  had  been 
many  years  in  the  army  of  the  Prince  of 
Orange,  and  having   retired  from  the  fervice, 
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had  now  built  himfelf  a  fmall  houfe,  and 

fettled  here  to  feek  his  fortune,  as  a  wood- 
cutter. 

At  another  of  the  cottages  we  met  with 
an  old  Spaniard,  named  Pezano,  perhaps  the 
moft  eccentric  character,  and  the  moft  re- 
markable perfonage  of  the  colony.  This  maq. 
had  formed  to  himfelf  a  little  cottage-abode 
and  was  living  at  his  own  fecluded  home  in 
the  woods,  the  friend  and  aflbciate,  and  a 
kind  of  chief  among  the  Bucks  ;  and,  although 
upwards  of  fixty  years  of  age,  he  had  made 
his  feledion  from  the  wild  forefts,  and  had 
taken,  unto  himfelf,  no  lefs  than  four  Indian 
wives  ;  of  whom  fome  were  handfome,  and 
fome  youthful,  the  youngeft  being  only  eleven 
years  old.  Thus  you  find  difparity  of  years, 
between  man  and  wife,  is  not  peculiar  to  po- 
lifhed  circles,  or  opulent  cities:  neither  is  the 
fpirit  of  intrigue,  for  V amour  piquant  is  alfo 
known  in  the  woods  ;  and  old  Pezano's  wives 
are  not  faid  to  rival  Penelope  in  chaftity. 

I  mentioned  on  a  former  occafion,  that 
it  is  the  Indian  ulage,  for  a  man  to  take  as 
many  wives  as  he  can  maintain,  and,  the  fe- 
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nior  being  regarded  as  the  duenna,  Is  com- 
monly appointed  as  a  kind  of  fpy  upon  the 
conduct  of  the  others.  Yet  we  heard  that 
means  were  fometimes  devifed,  not  barely  to 
veil  her  Argus  eye,  but  even  to  convert  her 
into  the  inftrument,  whereby  to  obtain  favors 
from  either  of  the  younger  ; — and  fo  you  will 
exped;  it  might  be  in  the  houfe  of  Pezano. 

This  old  Spaniard  was  originally  from 
Oronoko  :  but  he  had  paffed  twenty-eight 
years,  as  a  manager  upon  the  different  eftates 
in  the  colonies  of  Demarara  and  Eflequibo ; 
and  had  now  appropriated  to  himfelf  this 
home  amidft  the  great  family  of  the  woods  ; 
where,  from  cultivating  the  friendihip  of  the 
Bucks,  he  induces  them  to  affift  him  in  felling 
timber  to  fell  to  the  colonifts,  by  which  means, 
together  with  the  produce  of  his  gun,  and  the 
planting  of  roots,  and  other  culinary  vege- 
tables, about  his  dwelling,  he  procures  a  fuf- 
ficiency  of  food  for  the  fupport  of  himfelf  and 
his  wives. 

Pezano  is  of  the  fmaller  order  of  men — 
of  low  ftature,  fpare  habit,  and  decrepit  figure. 
In  colour  he  is  fcarcely  fairer  than  his  Indian 
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fociates.  His  teeth  are  gone,  and  his  nofe 
and  chin  appear  as  if  they  had  appointed  a 
fpeedy  meeting,  for  the  affedionate  purpofe  of 
embracing  each  other.  Still  he  is  lively  and 
animated,  and  poffeffes  great  energy  of  mind, 
with  far  more  of  bodily  adivity,  than  his  fi- 
gure feems  to  indicate.  Anticipating  much  of 
information  and  amufement  from  his  conver- 
fation,  we  were  defirous  to  have  the  old 
Spaniard  as  our  guide,  from  the  Poft-holder's  to 
the  Falls,  and  therefore  invited  him  to  accom- 
pany us  in  the  boat  to  Mr.  Mutz's.  He 
expreffed  a  willingnefs  to  oblige  us  :  but  Pe- 
zano  might  not  move  in  obfcurity  !  He  was 
here  a  king,  and  muft  proceed  in  ftate.  He 
Vv^ould,  therefore,  take  his  leifure,  and,  attended 
with  his  proper  retinue,  come  at  another  hour. 
Having  obtained  his  promife,  we  were  fatlsfied, 
and,  leaving  to  his  choice  the  mode  in  which 
he  (hould  travel,  we  took  our  leave,  and  pro- 
ceeded, without  further  delay,  to  Ooeft  Vries- 
landjthe  abode  of  the  Poft-holder  ;  where  we 
arrived  about  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

This  is  the  remoteft  home  of  the  white 
people,  the  furthefl:  from  the  coaft  and  the  fea, 
and  the  moft  diftant  habitatioa  poflefled  by 
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Europeans,  in  the  fettlement.  It  forms  the 
link  of  connexion  between  the  bay  inhabitants 
of  the  woods,  and  the  white  inhabitants  of  the 
colony,  being  eftablifhed  by  the  latter  as  a  poft 
of  communication  for  thepurpofe  of  adminif- 
tering  friendly  offices,  and  cultivating  an  ami- 
cable intercourfe  with  the  Indians. 

Within  a  fhort  time  after  we  arrived, 
Pezano  and  his  fuite  were  defcried,  paddling 
up  the  river,  in  two  loaded  canoes.  Upon 
their  reaching  the  landing  place,  we  difcover- 
ed  that  the  old  Spaniard  was  attended  by  three 
of  his  wives;  alfo  by  a  party  of  the  Bucks,  un- 
der command  of  an  old  Indian,  who  was  ap- 
pointed their  captain,  and  drefled  out  in  a 
broad  laced  hat,  carrying  in  his  hand,  as  a  fur- 
ther token  of  diftindion,  a  tall  filver-headed 
flafF,  with  which  he  preceded  his  troop  in  all 
the  ftatelinefs  of  his  office. 

Next  to  king  Pezano,  the  bearer  of  thefe 
infignia  felt  himfelf  the  mightieft  prince  of 
the  foreft,  and  affeded  an  air  of  dignity,  not 
lefs  confequential,  than  is  fometimes  affiimed 
by  greater  men,  upon  being  invefted  with  a 
wand,  or  a  ribbon. 
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The  houfe  of  the  Poft-holder  is  rather 
fmall,  but  arranged  with  much  neatnefs.  It 
IS  pleafantly  fituated  upon  an  irregularly  rifing 
ground,  and  commands  a  fine  arch  of  the  ri- 
ver, which  flows  before  it  in  a  clear  and  lim- 
pid ftream.  We  found  it  an  interefting  and 
agreeable  refting  place.  The  friendly  door 
opened  to  us  with  a  cheerful  welcome.  Our 
reception  was  ftridly  hofpitable,  and  we  were 
entertained  with  a  liberality  as  unbounded,  as 
it  was  unafFedted. 

From  Mr.  Mutz  we  learned  that,  by 
making  a  long  day  of  the  morrow,  we  might 
complete  our  journey  to  "  the  Falls,"  and 
return  to  his  houfe  in  the  evening.  This  was 
pleafant  as  unexpeded  intelligence ;  for  be- 
yond the  Poft-holder's  lived  neither  European 
nor  colonift  :  nor  was  there  any  place  of  call 
whatfoever.  The  wild  foreft  was  poflefled 
only  by  its  wild  inhabitants,  and  for  every  ac- 
commodation, we  muft  depend  upon  the  li- 
mited refources  of  our  boat.  Relying  therefore 
upon  Mr.  Mutz  to  make  the  neceffary  arrange- 
ments for  the  remainder  of  our  voyage,  we 
left  it  to  him  and  Pezano,  to  plan  our  pro- 
ceedings for  the  following  day. 

X    2 


The  Poft-holder  is  married  to  a  Dutch- 
woman, but  we  had  not  the  pleafure  of  this 
lady's  fociety.  She  was  in  ill  health,  and  had 
been  fent  into  the  woods,  to  the  Bucks  to  be 
cured.  Our  vifit  was  too  fhort  to  afford  me  an 
Opportunity  of  obtaining  any  accurate  informa- 
tion regarding  the  nature  of  her  malady,  or 
of  the  remedies  ufed  by  the  Indians  for  her 
relief:  but  I  procured  a  few  fpecimens  of 
gums,  and  nuts,  employed  by  thefe  inhabi- 
tants of  the  foreft,  in  their  pradice  of  medi^ 
cine. 

Mr.  Mutz  pleaded  the  abfence  of  his 
lady  in  excufe  for  treating  us  with,  what  he 
was  pleafed  to  term,  *'  fuch  homely  fare." 
But  we  could  difcover  no  caufe  of  apology 
whatever,  for  a  general  neatnefs  prevailed,  and 
in  this  non-marketing  folitude,  an  ample 
plenty  fpread  the  board,  the  table  being  co- 
vered with  an  excellent  pepper-pot,  an  ome- 
lette, fome  fine  pork,  a  large  ham,  and  fome 
rice. 

We  had  alfo  a  great  luxury  in  fome  pure 
fpring  water,  as  clear  as  cryftal,  I  need  not 
tell  you    how  much  more   highly  this  was 
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prized,  than  If  it  had  been  the  fineft  wine.  It 
was  the  firft  I  had  tafted  in  the  colony — and 
was  indeed  a  high  treat  to  me  ;  although  I  yet 
continue  to  drink  fome  wine,  as  a  convalef- 
cent,  and  I  may  take  this  occafion  to  caution 
yoLiagainft  Turprife,  if,  upon  my  return  to  Eng- 
land, you  fhould  find  that,  in  this  refped,  I  ftill 
feel  myfelf not  quite  recovered ! 

Whilft  the  dinner  was  preparing,  we 
amufed  ourfelves,  in  company  with  Pezano 
and  a  party  of  Indians,  {hooting  with  the 
bow  and  arrow.  The  afternoon  pafled  very 
delightfully,  in  hearing  the  converfation  and 
interefting  remarks  of  the  Pofl-holder,  and 
the  old  Spaniard.  In  the  evening,  we  again 
ftrung  the  bow,  and  fome  of  us  alfo  enjoyed 
the  high  luxury  of  bathing  in  the  very  invit- 
ing and  pellucid  ftream  of  the  river. 

About  9  o'clock  we  went  to  our  ham- 
mocks— fome  in  chambers,  fome  in  the  paf- 
fages,  and  fome  under  the  houfe,  which  was 
built  upon  pillars,  a  confiderable  height  from 
the  ground.  It  will  be  feen  from  this,  how 
little  difficulty  occurs  in  the  nodurnal  accom- 
modation of  large  parties  of  friends  or  ftrangers^ 
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in  a  warm  climate.  Neither  extenfive  build- 
ings, nor  a  number  of  rooms,  nor  even  beds, 
paillafles,  nor  mattrefles  are  required*  A  few 
cleets,  or  iron  hooks,  faftened  up  in  different 
parts  of  thehoufc,  forthe  fupport  of  hammocks, 
are  all  that  neceflity  demands.  From  this  fa- 
cility of  arrangement  for  the  night,  the  cere" 
mony  of  invitation  is  not  always  held  requifite, 
and  it  is  often  feen  that  marooning  parties, 
confifting  of  no  inconfiderable  numbers,  make 
their  vifitations  unexpededly,  yet  find  conve- 
nient accommodation,  even  in  the  fmallefl 
houfes,  and  the  moft  retired  fituations. 
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Journey  from  Ooefi  Vriejland  to  ^^  the  Falls*''  The  party 
meet  inth  Mrs,  Jllutz,  at  an  Indian  dwelling  in  th^ 
ivoodS'  Some  hills  and  a  rock  at  tf^efide  of  the  river.  The 
Falls  ajljallow  irregular  current.  The  party  dine  in  the 
boat  at  the  Falls.  They  leave  their  names ^  and  the  date  of 
their  vifit  in  a  bottle. — Joy  of  the  negroes  on  turning  the 
head  of  the  boat.  Theii  furprife  concerning  the  objeEl  of  the 
expedition.  A  hill  200  Jeet  high.  Appearance  oftheforej} 
upon  this  elevated  land.  Peculiar  g-^oivth  of  the  trees.  A 
plea/atit  evening  at  the  Pofl-holdftr^s.  Temperature  of  Ooefi  - 
Vriefland.  The  party  take  their  departure  for  the  I.oo  : 
—  dine  at  a  ivood-cutters  : — entertained  by  a  negro  nvo^ 
many  and  a  mulatto  man.  A  fevere  day  for  the  flaves. 
The  boat  overtaken  by  a  canoe  difpatched  ivith  a  friendly 
invitation.  The  party  proceed  to  the  Loo  by  the  fill 
light  oj-  the  moon  : — arrive  in  the  night.  Find  the  family 
in  bed.  Mcrninur  temperature  at  the  Loo.  XJnufual 
feelings  from  cold.  Journey  from  the  Loo  to  Garden 
Eden.  Another  hard  day  for  the  faves.  The  pany 
pafs  the  ivhofpitable  iiand-hill^  and  dbie  in  the  boat.  Succefs- 
fill  expedient  of  emphying  the  cockjmaiji  to  encourage  the 
negroes.     Alagic  effeSi  of  an  extempore fong. 

March. 
A  HE  ne>^t  morning  we  rofe  at  three  o'clock 
to  prepare  for  our  lad  day's  journey  up  the 
river.  At  a  liitle  before  five  we  went 
into  the  boat,  accompanied  by  Pezano,  and  at- 
tended by  a   fage  old  Indian  in    his    canoe 

X  4 
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We  v/ere  fix  hours  and  a  half  rowing  to 
the  falls.  On  the  way  we  faw,  w:ithin  the 
woods  at  the  fides  of  the  river,  feveral  houfes 
6f  the  Indians,  fome  of  which  we  vifited  ; 
—but  we  met  fewer  of  the  Bucks  moving  in 
their  canoes,  than  we  had  feen  the  preceding 
day.  In  one  of  the  houfes  we  found  Mrs. 
Mutz,  the  wife  of  the  Poft-holder,  lying  in  a 
hammock  fufpended  over  a  lire,  according  to 
the  Indian  mode  of  fleeping. 

This  part  of  the  country  was  diverfified 
with  hills ;  fome  of  which  were  more  lofty 
than  any  we  had  paiTed  in  the  courfe  of  the 
liver,  and  at  one  fpot  we  obferved,  for  the  firft 
time  upon  the  coaft  of  Guiana,  a  naked  rock  of 
{lone,  hanging  in  huge  form,  over  the  edge  of 
the  river  ;  and  it  being  the  firft  mafs  of  the 
kind,  perhaps  I  might  fay  the  firft  ftone  that 
I  had  feen  in  the  colony,  I  broke  off  a  piece  to 
preferve  as  a  fpecimen  of  the  mineralogy  of 
the  country. 

At  half  paft  eleven  o'clock,  we  arrived 
at  what  are  called  the  falls — a  term  which  had 
conveyed  to  my  expectation  the  idea  of  a  caf- 
cade,  perhaps  fomethinglike  the  falls  of  SchalT- 
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haufen,  or  the  great  body  of  the  river  pouring 
down  from  a  vaft  height   in  one  immenfe  co- 
lumn, forming  an  example  of  very  grand,  or 
highly  pi6lurefque    fcenery  :    but    you    will 
judge  of  my  difappointment,  when  you  are  in- 
formed that  inftead  of  a  fecond  Niagara,  thefe 
falls  were  merely   the  fhallow    water,   gently 
rippling  in  broken  ilream,  over  fome  irregular 
rocks  of  whinftone,  which  here  crofledthe  river 
from  fide  to  fide,  and  that  they  more  refembJed 
the  running  of  an  ordinary  brook,  than    the 
rufhing  torrent    of  a    loud-roaring    cafcade. 
Nothing  could  be  more  tame  and  unimpref- 
five.     We  were  able  to  row  in  the  boat  up  to 
the  very  rocks,  and  even  in  the  middle  of  the 
river,   to  ftep  upon   them,    without    wetting 
our  flioetops  in  the  current  that  was   palling 
over  them.     In  no   part  were  the  falls  two 
feet  in  height.     The  Indians   are  in  the  habit 
of  carrying  their  canoes  over  them,  and  pro- 
ceeding uninterrupted,  in  their  journeying  up 
the  river — or  in  the  rainy  feafon,  when  the 
ftream  is  more  rapid,  they  make  a  path  in  the 
bordering  woods,     and     carry    their    canoes 
through  the  foreft,  until  they  have  pafled  the 
falls,  and  then  refuine  their  voyage  upon  the 
water. 
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After  Infpedmg  all  that  vvc  vviflied  to  fee, 
and  breaking  offfome  fpecimens  of  the  whiii- 
fione  rock  which  caufed  the  falls,  we  took 
our  dinners  in  the  boat,  and  concluded  our 
expedition  up  the  river  by  marking  its  date> 
together  with  each  of  our  names,  upon  a  piece 
of  paper,  which  we  inclofed  in  a  glafs  bottle, 
and  having  corked  it  fecurely,  left  it  fattened 
up  in  one  of  the  trees. 

I  wi{h  it  were  pollihie  to  convey  to  you 
a  juft  idea  of  the  joy  and  happinefs  exprefled 
by  the  negroes,  upon  putting  about  the  boat 
to  return.  From  rowing  a  heavy  load  always 
againft  the  ftream,  and  fometimes  againft  the 
tide,  together  with  feeling  no  intereft  in  the 
voyage,  nor  in  any  way  comprehending  the 
objedl  of  it,  the  journey,  to  them,  had  been 
very  fatiguing,  and  they  were  totally  at  a  lofs 
to  conjedure  why  w^e  had  undertaken  it. 
Each  feemed  to  fay  by  his  looks — "  w^hat 
have  ye  journied  hither  to  fee  ?"  and  one  of 
them  even  ventured  to  afk,  ^^Jor  what  Ma[fa 
come  fo far  ?"  when  on  being  informed  that 
it  was  to  fee  the  country,  and  the  river,  he 
exclaimed  '*  Country^  zvhe?'e  country  V  "  River 
iva   river  /"  then,  all  of  them  uttering  a  loud, 
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and  moft  fignlficant  langh,  they  laid  to  their 
oars  with  redoubled  vigour,  to  conduct  us 
back  towards  the  fea,  and  the  flat  fields  of  its 
muddy  coaft.  At  the  very  turning  of  the 
boat  all  fenfe  of  fatigue  was  bani(hed,  and 
with  unurged  exertion  they  rowed  us  to  the 
Poft-holder's,  within  three  hours  and  a  half; 
notwithftandinga  confiderable  delay,  produced 
by  our  going  on  ftiore  to  afcend  one  of  the 
hills  at  the  fide  of  the  water,  which  we  con- 
jectured to  be  about  200  feet  above  the  level 
of  the  river. 

We  remarked  that  upon  this  hill  the  woods 
did  not  appear  fo  thick  and  crowded  as  they 
are  commonly  found  to  be  upon  the  lower 
lands,  nearer  the  fea ;  but  the  trees  were  of 
ftronger  growth,  and  formed  pillars  of  un- 
com.monly  majeftic  ftature,  being,  both  in 
height  and  diameter,  truly  immenfe.  To- 
wards the  bottom,  many  of  them  throw  out 
feveral  flattened  projedtions,  which,  making  fo 
many  parts  of  the  trunk,  (land  round  it,  like 
the  fupporting  buttrefl^es  of  an  old  cathedral, 
and,  in  proportion  to  their  number,  form,  be- 
tween them,  fo  many  deep  recelTes,  into  which 
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it  would  be  poflible  to  retire  for  concealment, 
or  for  protection,  againft  the  heavieft  ftorms 
of  rain ;  and  in  fome  inftances  as  many  as 
ten  or  twelve  perfons  might  find  fhelter,  be- 
tween thefe  projections,  within  the  round  of 
a  fmgle  tree. 

"We  arrived  at  Mr.  Mutz's  between  fix 
and  feven  o'clock,  juft  as  it  was  growing  dark, 
and  found  a  plentiful  fupper,  prepared  by  the 
bounteous  Poft-holder,  for  our  refrefhment. 

The  fociety  of  Mr,  Mutz  and  Pezano  af- 
forded us  another  very  delightful  evening, 
and  I  could  gladly  have  fat  until  morning 
liftening  to  their  anecdotes  and  obfervations  ; 
t)ut,  at  an  hour,  which  to  me  feemed 
early,  as  indeed  any  hour  would,  under  fuch 
circumftances,  we  retired  to  our  fleeping  births, 
placed  as  on  the  preceding  night. 

At  fix  o'clock  we  again  left  our  ham- 
mocks, when,  from  the  chillinefs  of  the  air, 
all  the  party  complained  of  cold,  and  on 
placing  the  thermometer  at  the  outfide  of  the 
door,  the  Mercury  fell  to  66— which  was  one 
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degree  below  what  it  had  been  at  the  fame 
hour  at  the  Sand-hill,  and  as  low  as  I  had 
feen  it,  in  any  fituation,  upon  this  coaft. 

Having  efFedled  the  leading  objetSs  of 
our  excurfion,  it  only  remained  to  us  to  re- 
turn with  all  fpeed,  towards  the  fea,  and  ex- 
change the  wild  fcenery  of  rocks,  hills,  and 
lofty  forefts,  for  the  muddy  coaft,  and  flat 
fields  of  fugar  and  cotton.  Accordingly  we 
made  our  acknowledgments  to  Pezano  and 
the  Poft-holder,  and,  as  foon  as  we  had  break- 
fafted,  took  our  feats  in  the  boat  to  proceed 
down  the  river.  Early  in  the  afternoon  we 
arrived  at  the  wood-cutter's,  where  we  had 
been  fo  hofpitably  received  by  the  intelligent 
black  woman  of  the  houfe.  Unluckily  the 
miafter  was  again  abfent,  but,  as  before,  we 
were  liberally  entertained  by  his  kind  Wowlkl, 
and  Mr.  John  Hill,  the  mulatto,  who,  to 
what  we  had  in  the  boat,  very  quickly  added 
a  pepper  pot,  fome  caflada,  and  fuch  other 
provifions  as  the  fituation  afforded. 

He  had  been  into  the  woods  in  the 
morning,  and  killed  a  fine  iaba,  which,  im- 
mediately upon  our  arrival,  was  fcaldcd  tore^ 
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move  its  coat,  and  wkhin  a  few  minutes  it 
was  cut  in  pieces,  and  put  into  the  kettle  with 
caflada  juice,  pods  of  red  pepper,  and  various 
vegetables,  for  the  purpofe  of  being  ftewed 
into  a  mod  excellent  pepper  pot,  which  in  a 
little  time  was  placed  before  us  upon  the  table. 

The  negroes  took  their  meal  of  rice,  and 
after  giving  them  fufficient  reft  to  tit  them  for 
their  further  toil,  we  proceeded  upon  our 
journey,  purpofing  to  fleep  at  the  Loo  j  but 
it  grew  late  before  we  reached  this  eftate,  and 
the  tide  being  for  fome  time  againft  us,  it  was  a 
day  of  fevere  labour  to  the  flaves,  yet  they 
fupported  it  with  great  cheerfulnefs ;  and,  in 
their  willing  exertions,  evinced  the  high  fatis- 
fadion  they  felt  on  returning  towards  the 
coaft  and  the  town.  Exclufive  of  delays  and 
ftoppages  we  were  fourteen  hours  in  the  boat. 
Towards  the  end  of  the  journey  we  felt  ex- 
tremely anxious  on  account  of  the  fatigue  of 
the  negroes— but  upon  one  of  the  gentlemen 
faying  that  "  furely  the  Loo  mud  have  run 
away"  they  replied  with  animation  ^^  nther 
mind  Majja^  if  he  run  to  de  Sand-hill ^  we 
catch  him  dere^ — fKewing  their  determinatioa 
to  pull  on  with  fpirit,  until  they  came  to  the 
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Loo,  however  dlftant  it  might  be : — the  Sand- 
hill was  fixteen  or  feveateen  miles  further 
down  the  river. 

The  evening  was  peculiarly  ftill.  A 
dampnefs  hung  over  the  river,  and  although 
the  thermometer  only  fell  to  74,  the  air  felt 
chilly;  but  the  moon  ihone  bright,  and  upon 
the  whole  it  was  pleafant  ;  we  therefore  felt 
glad  of  the  opportunity  of  making  a  tranquil 
moonlight  journey,  upon  the  filent  river,  amidft 
thefe  wild  and  endlcfs  woods  of  the  South 
American  continent.  At  one  fpot  we  heard 
the  found  of  paddles  upon  the  water,  and  on 
liftening  to  it,  found  that  a  canoe  was  pur- 
fuing  us.  Prefently  it  came  up  with  us,  and 
we  were  accofted  by  fome  negroes,  who  had 
been  difpatched  after  us,  by  the  proprietor  of 
an  eftate  we  had  pafTed,  to  invite  us  to  re- 
turn and  fpend  the  evening  at  his  houfe.  Ac 
this  moment  we  thought  ourfelves  nearer  to 
the  Loo  than  we  really  were,  and  declined 
the  invitation  :  but  afterwards,  on  account  of 
the  flaves,  we  felt  forry  that  v/e  had  not  ac- 
cepted it.  It  was  half  paft  ten  o'clock  when 
we  arrived  at  the  Loo,  and  all  the  family  were 

in  bed  ;  but  they  quickly  roufed   from   their 
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repofe,  and,  in  a  fhort  time,  a  fupper  of  grilled 
chickens,  and  various  other  difhes  was  fet 
before  us,  of  which  we  partook  with  appetite 
proportioned  to  the  latenefs  of  the  hour.  At 
midnight  we  very  gladly  fought  our  friendly 
hammocks,  having  fuffered  nearly  as  great 
fatigue  from  fitting  fo  many  hours  in  the  boat, 
as  the  negroes  had  experienced  from  the 
greater  labour  of  pulling  the  oars. 

The  next  morning  all  the  party  felt 
their  ears  and  nofes  actually  pinched  with 
cold,  and  on  obferving  the  thermometer,  we 
found  that  it  had  fallen  to  65 1  being  |  of 
a  degree  lower  than  at  the  Pod-holder's. 
Some  of  the  gentlemen  even  complained  that 
they  had  been  kept  awake  in  the  night,  from, 
the  feverity  of  the  cold,  which  was  a  very 
unufual  occurrence,  and  fuch  as  I  had  not 
before  witnefled  in  this  climate. 

Coflee  was  ferved  to  ivs  at  the  hour  of 
rifmg,  and  we  afterwards  fat  down  to  a  mdft 
copious  breakfaf!:,  confifting  of  caffada-bread, 
ham,  frefli  butter,  roafted  potatoes,  plantains 
tea,  coffee,  dzc.  &c. 
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We  embarked  In  our  boat  at  the  earlieft 
moment  of  the  tide,  in  order  to  make  a  long 
day,  and,  if  pofTible,  to  reach  an  eflate  called 
the  Gardeit  of  Eden  at  night ;  which  with 
great  toil  we  did  effed:  at  half-paft  ten  o'clock. 
The  whole  day  was  fpent  in  the  boat.  About 
dinner-time  we  found  ourfelves  oppofite  the 
Sand-hill,  but,  recolleding  our  former  unwel- 
come reception,  we  determined  not  to  go  on 
fhore,  and  contented  ourfelves  with  refling 
upon  our  oars,  in  the  middle  of  the  river,  to 
take  our  dinner  of  bread  and  cheefe,  and  cold 
ham  in  the  boat. 

This  day  was  even  more  fevere  for  the 
negroes,  than  the  preceding,  but  they  ftill 
laboured  with  great  willingnefs,  being  im- 
patient to  reach  the  town,  befides  knowing 
that,  upon  the  way,  there  was  no  other  con- 
venient refting  place  for  the  night  ;  and  that 
from  being  longer  abfent  than  we  had  expect- 
ed, we  were  all  anxious  to  arrive  at  Stabroek 
as  fpeedily  as  pofTible.  But,  however  willing 
the  exertions  of  the  flaves,  they  fhewed  ftrong 
figns  of  fatigue,  long  before  we  came  to  the 
Garden  of  Eden  ;  and  it  was  only  by  great 
encouragement,  and  a  well-devifed  ftratagem, 
VOL.  III.  y 
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that  wc  were  prevented  from  being  detained 
all  night  in  the  boat.  Obferving  that  they 
rowed  with  languor,  and  that  we  made  but 
little  progrefs,  the  cockfwain  was  defired  to 
exchange  the  helm  for  an  oar,  and  to  enliven 
his  comrades  with  a  fong,  encouraging  them 
to  join  in  chorus,  and  to  pull  together  in  mufi- 
cal  time.  This  operated  with  magic  effect. 
Every  Have  was  infpired,  and  forgetting  all 
fenfe  of  fatigue,  they  again  pulled  with  un- 
wearied vigour.  We  were  not  more  pleafed 
with  the  refult  of  the  expedient,  than  amufed 
by  the  ready  ingenuity  with  which  our  wizard 
cockfwain  compofed  his  appropriate  fong,  and 
gave  it  all  the  effcdl  of  enchantment.  Refign- 
ing  the  helm  to  the  weakeft  flave,  he  placed 
himfclf  amidft  the  crew  in  the  centre  of  the 
boat,  and  pulling  his  oar  ftronger  than  the 
others,  he  invented  extempore  lines  for  a  fa- 
vorite African  tune,  finifhing  each  ftanza 
with  ^'' gnyaam gnyacmi  row^^  ^^ gnyaam  gynaam 
row^^  in  which  all  were  to  join  by  way  of 
chorus  ;  and  w^e  found  that  "  gnyaam  gnyaam 
row,"  never  failed  to  give  additional  force  to 
the  oar- — and  confequent  head- way  to  the 
boat. 
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The  names  of  the  flaves,  their  wives, 
their  food,  drink,  and  all  their  pleafures  were 
introduced  in  fong,  and  tuned  to  the  pulling 
of  the  oar  :  likewife  the  names  of  each  of 
the  party  w^hom  they  were  rowing,  their  pro- 
feffions,  qualities,  and  occupations,  and  their 
feveral  intentions  towards  the  crew,  all  made 
a  part  of  this  infpiring  air,  which,  however 
ridiculous  in  the  words  and  mufic — in  its 
effed:  fucceeded  even  to  a  wonder.  The 
pulling  of  the  oar,  the  directing  of  the  helm, 
even  the  pofition  of  the  flaves  in  the  boat, 
and  the  compenfation  each  might  expe<fi  as 
the  reward  of  his  exertions  were  all  adroitly 
included,  and  "  gnyaam  gnyaam  row"  ac- 
companied each  ftretch  of  the  oar  in  chorus. 
Led  on  by  thefe  perfuafive  themes,  each  feem- 
ed  to  emulate  the  exertions  of  the  all-animat- 
ing cockfwain,  and,  throwing  off  the  heavy 
marks  of  fatigue,  they  conducted  us  merrily 
and  fpeedily  to  "  Garden-Eden/* 
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Garden-Eden  a  fugar  ejlate  belonging  to  Mr.  T,  Cuming. 
The  party  entertained  by  Mr.  Boyce.  Phenomenon  of  a 
peculiarly  formed  mulatto.  His  hijlory^  and  the  opinions 
concerning  him.  His  Jigure^  iffc.  The  party  dine  in  the 
boat — return  to  Stabroek  on  the  afternoon  of  March 
*lth.  Remarks  concerning  the  excurfton.  Peculiar  for- 
tune of  the  author.  Temperature  of  Guiana.  Range  of 
the  thermometer.  River  navigable  nearly  to  the  falls — 
lower  part  muddy  and  faline — diflant  from  the  fea  clear 
and  pure.  Its  ividth.  Diflance  to  the  falls y  noting  the 
different Jlages.  The  woods  one  unbroken forefl.  The  creeks 
only  dark  holes  opening  into  the  nvoods.  Situations  common- 
ly  chofen  by  the  Indians  for  their  dwellings.  The  fcenery. 
The  foil.  Happy  exemption  from  infects.  Soil  and  at- 
mofphtre  mofi  favorable  to  the  generation  of  infeEls.  Mat- 
ter of  fur  prize  that  the  party  fhould  have  returned  in  healthy 
and  without  accident.  Probable  advantage  which  may 
perpetuate  the  remembrance  of  the  expedition.  ColleHions 
made.     The  perils  of  the  forefl .     Its  ftlentflillnefs. 

March. 

(jr  A  R  den-Ed  EN  is  an  extenfive  fugar  eftate, 
belonging  to  Mr,  T.  Cuming,  a  rich  planter 
of  much  merit,  and  of  great  influence  in  the 
colony.  It  is  under  the  management  of  a 
Mr.  Boyce,  by  whom  we  were  received  with 
greetings  worthy  the  prevailing  hofpitality  of 
Guiana,  treated  with  an  excellent  fupper,  and 
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Falernum  wine,  and  accommodated  in  great 
comfort  until  morning. 

Previous  to  our  departure  from  this 
eftate,  I  was  requefted  to  make  a  vifit  at  one 
of  the  huts  in  the  negro  yard  ;  where,  it  was 
faid,  I  might  witnefs  a  phenomenon,  and  be 
"  convinced  of  a  fad:  which  overturns  all  the 
fceptical  reafonings  of  medical  men,"  regard- 
ing the  influence  of  imagination  upon  the 
conformation  of  the  human  frame,  and  its 
power  of  conferring  or  altering  the  figure  of 
the  foetus  in  utcro. 

The  fubjedt  of  our  vifitation  was  a  mu- 
latto man  *****  twenty-eight  years 
of  age,  who  is  faid  to  have  been  born  with  all 
his  bones  broken,  in  confequence  of  his  mo- 
ther having  been  prefent  at  the  horrible  exe- 
cution of  a  man,  who  was  racked  upon  the 
wheel.  Perhaps,  as  one  of  the  tribe,  I  may 
be  allowed  to  maintain  my  fcepticifm,  even 
with  this  example  before  my  eyes  :  ftill  as  the 
appearances  of  the  obje£t,  and  the  circum- 
ftances  of  the  cafe,  were  peculiar,  and  fome  of 
them  well  authenticated,  I  cannot,  confident 
with  the  plan  of  our  correfpondence,  omit 
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noting  to  you  what  I  heard  related  of  the 
hiftory,  and  what  I  obferved  with  regard  to 
the  figure  of  this  very  remarkable  mulatto. 

The  father  was  a  ftrong  and  healthy 
Dutch  foldier.  The  mother  a  robuft,  well- 
formed  negro  woman.  They  had  four  chil- 
dren, all  of  whom  are  now  arrived  at  the  age 
of  puberty :  three  of  them  are  ftrong  and 
handfome  mulattoes,  healthy  and  remarkable 
for  the  fymmetry  of  their  figures  ;  the  fourth 
is  the  fubjedt  in  quellion. 

The  father  is  dead, — but  the  mother  Is 
ftill  living  ;  and  was  brought  to  me  that  I 
might  witnefs  the  form  of  herperfon,  inquire 
into  her  ftate  of  health,  and  aik  her  any 
queftions  which  the  cafe  before  us  fl:iould 
fuggeft.  She  affured  me  that  both  herfelf 
and  the  father  had  enjoyed  a  good  ftate 
of  health,  and  had  confidered  themfelves  as 
having  been  blefled  with  a  happy  exemption 
from  difeafe  :  but  that  when  ftie  was  recently 
pregnant  of  this  fon,  ftie  had  unfortunately 
gone  to  fee  the  execution  of  a .  man  who  was 
condemned  to  be  broken  upon  the  wheel  j  and 
that  upon  witnefhng  this  dreadful  torture,  ftie 


327 

was  fo  flruck  with  horror,  as  to  be  taken  ex- 
tremely ill,  and  was  fcarcely  able  to  return  to 
her  home.  She  reprefenteJ  the  fenfations  of 
the  moment  as  very  highly  diftreffing,  but 
was  unable  to  convey  any  accurate  defcription 
of  her  feelings.  For  fome  time  afterwards  it 
was  expeded  that  abortion  would  follow ;  but 
that  not  having  happened,  fhe  was  delivered, 
at  the  ufual  period  of  geftation,  of  this  broken 
and  disfigured  offspring.  Her  having  been 
prefent  at  the  execution,  and  being  fo  frighten- 
ed as  to  be  fuddenly  taken  ill,  were  confirmed 
by  one  of  the  gentlemen  of  our  party,  with 
whofe  family  fhe  then  lived.  The  circum- 
ftance  of  her  recent  pregnancy,  at  the  time, 
was  likewife  proved  by  the  fa£t  of  her  de- 
livery afterwards  ;  but  the  precife  period  of  it 
at  the  date  of  the  execution,  I  could  not  ac- 
curately afcertain.  She  is  now  of  advanced 
age,  and  fomewhat  lame,  but  has  ftill  the  re- 
mains of  a  well-formed  perfon.  Upon  ex- 
amining her  I  obferved  an  eruption  like  the 
cra-cra  about  the  point  of  one  elbow,  and  a 
fmall  irregular  tumor  upon  the  fternum  j  but 
thefe  were  explained  to  be  of  late  origin.  In 
all  other  refpeds  flie  appeared  to  pofTefs  health 
and  ftrength  proportionate  to  her  years. 

y  4 
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The  figure  of  the  fon  cannot  be  defcrlbed 
by  words.  His  perfon  appeared  as  if  it  had 
been  compofed  by  throwing  the  materials  in- 
to a  bag,  with  a  loofe  congeries  of  broken 
bones,  and  Ihaking  the  whole  together  until 
they  formed  a  fomething  approaching  to  the 
fhape  of  a  human  being.  It  was  not  the 
tortuous  conftrudion  ufually  occurring  from 
fcrofula,  or  the  rickets.  He  had  not  the  crook- 
ed twifted  bones  of  difeafe.  They  appeared 
as  if  they  had  literally  been  broken,  and  fome 
of  them  badly  united,  fome  not  united  at  all. 
The  common  marks  of  a  fickly  conftitution 
were  abfent,  and  he  enjoyed  a  ftate  of  general 
}iealth  fully  proportioned  to  the  ftru6ture  of 
his  frame  :  Indeed,  from  the  minuted  examin- 
ation, I  do  not  feel  myfelf  authorized  to  con- 
fider  this  very  peculiarly  deranged  conforma- 
tion as  the  effed:  of  difeafe,  but  am  rather  in- 
clined to  regard  it  as  an  extraordinary  lufus 
nature. 

His  head  was  the  only  part  that  was 
well  formed,  and  this,  although  of  natural 
fize,  appeared  very  large,  owing  to  the  great 
difproportion  of  the  body   and    extremities^ 
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which,  from  their  extreme  diftortion,  had  not 
grown  with  the  growth  of  the  head. 

With  regard  to  his  mental  facukies  no- 
thing peculiar  was  noticed.  He  anfwered  the 
queftions  that  were  put  to  him  expertly,  and 
was  confidered  in  point  of  intelledl  to  be  quite 
equal  to  the  generality  of  the  people  of  colour. 

I  placed  my  elbow  at  his  fide,  when  he 
was  fitting  as  upright  as  his  figure  would  ad- 
mit, and  extending  my  hand  upwards,  found 
that  his  height,  from  the  feat  to  the  crown  of 
his  head,  was  not  quite  equal  to  the  length  of 
my  fore-arm,  from  the  elbow  to  the  extremities 
of  the  fingers. 

Every  rib,  and  every  limb  feemed  as  if 
it  had  been  fradlured.  The  long  bones  of  the 
arms,  being  divided  in  the  middle,  were  loofely 
held  together,  by  a  membranous,  or  ligamen- 
tous union.  Thofe  of  the  legs  appeared  as  if 
they  had  been  broken,  and  the  two  parts  (or 
rather  the  four  parts  of  the  tibia  and  fibula)  af- 
terwards placed  together  in  a  direction  paral- 
lel with  each  other,  and  thus  united  into  one 
broad  flat  bone,  the  end  of  which  projeded 
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confiderably  forward  in  the  middle  of  the  leg, 
thinly  covered  with  integuments,  while  the 
lower  part  of  the  limb  was  thrown  backv/ards, 
with  the  heel  up  towards  the  thigh,  fo  that  if 
he  had  been  placed  in  the  ere<fl  pofition,  the 
points  of  the  toes  would  have  been  brought 
to  the  ground,  inRead  of  the  fiat  part  of  the 
foot. 

He  had  not  the  power  of  moving  from 
his  feat  without  afhftance,  except  in  a  very 
flight  degree,  by  a  writhing  or  twifting,  and 
mod  unfeemly  motion,  upon  his  buttocks, 
wholly  unafTifted  by  his  limbs.  During  the 
day  he  remains  always  in  the  fitting  pofture, 
and  from  the  didortion  of  his  lower  extremi- 
ties, thefe  are  brought  into  a  pofition  fome- 
what  refembling  thofe  of  a  taylor  fitting  at  his 
work.  With  fome  difficulty  he  could  bring 
the  lower  arm  to  reach  the  head,  but  this  was 
efFeded  more  from  a  kind  of  flexure  at  the 
ligamentous  union  in  the  middle  of  the  bone 
of  tbe  upper  arm,  than  from  a  dlre£t  motion 
of  the  Ihoulder  joint,  the  adion  of  which  was 
extremely  limited,  from  the  want  of  the  ful- 
crum commonly  afforded  to  the  mufcles  by 
the  bone  of  the  arm. 
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Having  breakfafted,  and  made  our  Vifit  to 
the  poor  broken-boned  mulatto,  we  took  a  long 
walk  into  the  fugar  fields  of  the  Garden  o^ 
Eden,  in  order  to  employ  ourfelves  during  the 
remainder  of  the  time,  while  we  were  wait- 
ing for  high  water  ;  and  as  foon  as  the  tide 
ferved,  we  went  into  the  boat  to  complete  our 
expedition.  Some  beef,  and  a  roafted  chicken 
were  added  to  our  ftore  of  provifions  by  Mr. 
Boyce  ;  and  without  flopping  to  go  on  fhore, 
we  took  our  dinners  upon  the  water,  in  order 
that  we  might  have  the  advantage  of  the  whole 
tide,  which,  in  this  part  of  the  river,  was  very 
llrongly  the  friend  of  our  cheerful  and  willing 
flaves.  Early  in  the  afternoon  of  March  7th 
we  arrived  at  the  landing  place  (or  Sterling) 
at  Stabroek,  having  been  abfent  eleven  days, 
during  which  time  we  had  traverfed  the  woods, 
vifited  a  variety  of  eflates,  and  made  an  ex- 
curfion  of  nearly  two  hundred  miles  up  the 
river. 

No  accident,  nor  difafter,  had  occur- 
red to  interrupt  us.  We  had  travelled  with 
great  convenience.  The  utmofl  harmony 
And  fatisfadion  had  prevailed ;  and  we  re- 
lumed  in   good   health  and  fpirits,   highly 
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gratified  with  our  expedition.  No  party,  fo 
numerous,  had  preceded  us  in  journeying  fo 
far  up  the  river ;  and  we  are  told  that  there 
is  not  in  the  whole  colony  an  equal  number  of 
white  perfons,  who  have  travelled  to  fo  great 
a  diftance  from  the  coaft.  That  it  fell  to  my 
lot  to  be  of  this  party  was  mere  chance — an 
unfought  difpenfation  of  fortune  ;  and  one 
that  has  afforded  me  a  degree  of  gratification, 
which  few  can  have  the  power,  or  the  oppor- 
tunity of  commanding.  The  journey  was 
planned  entirely  to  my  tafte,  but  without  my 
having  any'concern  in  the  arrangement,  or  the 
execution  of  it ;  and  I  was  invited  to  it  merely 
from  the  liberal  fentiment,  that  I  fhould  en- 
ter into  the  marooning  fpirit,  in  which  it  was 
formed,  with  peculiar  pleafure  and  fatisfadtion. 
In  fo  far  the  judgment  of  my  kind  and  at- 
tentive companions  was  certainly  correct, 
and  I  am  gratefully  fenfible  of  their  politenefs ; 
while  I  am  indebted  to  them  for  the  high  gra- 
tification, and  all  the  accommodations  of  the 
excurfion. 

It  had  happened  to  me  to  make  a  fome- 

what  fimilar  expedition  up  the  river  Berbifche, 

and  I  frequently  haar  it  remarked,  that  I  have 
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already  feen  more  of  the  country,  the  forefts, 
and  the  rivers  of  thefe  colonies,  than  almoft 
any  of  the  inhabitants,  although  many  of 
them  have  been  here  a  greater  number  of 
years,  than  I  can  yet  count  of  months. 

I  before  took  an  opportunity  of  noting, 
to  you,  the  great  liability  of  temperature 
which  prevails  upon  this  coaft ;  and  I  may 
now  obferve  that  this  is  not  much  interrupt- 
ed even  at  the  diftance  of  200  miles  from  the 
fea.  In  the  cultivated  part  of  the  colonies, 
upon  the  immediate  margin  of  the  ocean,  the 
range  of  the  Thermometer  has  been  moftly 
confined  between  72  and  85  degrees : — At 
the  remoteil  eftates  up  the  river,  it  at  no  time 
exceeded  84,  for,  although  we  occafionally 
felt  a  degree  of  clofenefs  in  the  atmofphere, 
ftlll  the  breeze  was  never  entirely  abfent,  and 
its  deficiency  was  made  up  by  the  greater 
dampnefs  and  evaporation  from  the  woods, 
fo  that  the  heat  at  the  falls  v/as  not  greater 
than  in  the  full  and  open  breeze  of  the  coaft  : 
but,  in  point  of  coldnefs,the  variation  was  more 
confiderable,  and  we  felt  more  fenfibly  afFed.- 
ed  by  it.  At  the  Sand-hill  we  had  chilly 
fenfations,  although  the  mercury  fell  only  to 
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^']  degrees  :  at  the  Pofl-holder's  it  was  one 
morning  at  66  :  and,  another  morning  at  the 
Loo,  when  we  felt  the  cold  even  piercing, 
it  was  as  low  as  ^^l-t  which  is  the  loweft  I  have 
feen  it,  during  a  period  of  more  than  ten 
months,  (ince  my  arrival  in  Guiana ;  and  I  may 
now  add,  that  its  greateft  range  in  high  fitu- 
ations  up  the  river,  far  from  the  coaft,  has  been 
£10111651  to  84  degrees,  while  the  utmoft  va- 
riation upon  the  flat  and  cultivated  territory 
near  the  fea,  has  been  from  72  to  87*. 

The  river  is  fpacious  and  not  only  an 
ornament  of  the  colony,  but  highly  ufeful  to 
it,  in  a  commercial  point  of  view.  It  is  na- 
vigable for  veffels  of  confiderable  burden, 
nearly  as  far  as  the  falls-  Its  lower  part,  to 
the  diftance  of  many  miles  above  the  town,  is 
muddy,  and  ftrongly  impregnated  with  the 
fait  water  of  the  Atlantic,  but  from  the  Sand- 
hill to  the  falls  it  is  lefs  impure  and  remark- 
ably clear.  We  found  by  the  thermometer 
that  it  was,  at  all  times,  a  flight  degree  warmer 
than  the  fupcrincumbent  air»  In  point  of 
width,  it  varies  at  diff'erent  parts,  not  growing 
regularly  broader  as  it  approaches  the  fea.  At 
the  falls  the  channel  is  fo  narrowed,  that,  un- 
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aided  by  a  fling,  I  was  able  to  throw  a  ftone 
acrofs  it  from  fide  to  fide.  At  the  Poft-holder's 
it  was  much  wider,  and  it  was  only  with  great 
force  of  arm,  that  I  was  able  to  {hoot  an  ar- 
row acrofs  it,  from  an  Indian  bow  of  middle 
fize :  at  different  parts  between  thefe  two 
points,  it  was  of  greater  width.  Beyond  the 
falls  it  was  alfo  broader,  than  immediately  at 
that  fpot. 

The  following  rude  fketch  will  convey 
to  you  fome  idea  of  the  diftance,  from  the 
opening  of  the  river  to  the  falls.  It  is  accord- 
ing to  the  Dutch  meafurement,  and  the  moft 
accurate  I  could  obtain  : 


Hours. 


'  The  Town  of  Stabroek 


Garden-Edea 
The  Sand-hill 
Mr.  Bower's 
The  Loo 
Mr.  Lunck's 
AmcHes'  Waard 
Mr.  Mansfield's 
LThe  Poft-holder's 


["The  Plantation  Gar- 
den-Eden 
The  Sand-hill 
Mr.  Bower's  edate 
The  Loo 
hh  *i  Mr.  Lunck's 

Amelie's  Waard 
Mr.  Mansfield's 

_  The  Poft.holder's 

[The  Falls 


4i 
$1 
Si 

6f 


Total  hours,  ^6  f 
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I  fliould  remark  that  this  is  the  time  re-* 
quired  in  journeying  up  the  river,  with  the 
tide,  occafionally,  againft  the  boat.  To  return 
towards  the  fea,  with  the  advantage  of  tide  and 
current  would  require  lefs  time,  by  fix  or  feven 
hours;  which Ihews  the  extreme  inaccuracy  of 
this  mode  of  calculating  diftance,  except  upon 
flill  canals,  fuch  as  thofe  of  Holland,  where 
the  traveller,  in  a  more  than  common  degree, 
eicapes  the  influence  of  adventitious  circum- 
llances. 

The  upper  part  of  the  river  would  be 
•very  interefting  and  varied,  were  its  heavy 
mafs  of  woods  broken,  and  its  banks  enriched 
with  cultivation  ;  but,  from  being  clofely  bor- 
dered, on  all  parts,  with  the  crowded  foreft,  it 
exhibits  a  degree  of  famenefs  which  becomes 
exceffively  fatiguing  to  the  traveller.  At  vari- 
ous parts  are  inlets  of  fmaller  rivers,  or  creeks, 
which  form  fo  many  dark  channels,  into  the 
flill  darker  woods.  In  pafling  up  the  river 
thefe  are  not  feento  any  extent  up  their  courfe, 
but  they  commonly  appear  only  as  deep  black 
holes,  at  the  edge  of  the  foreft. 

The    Indians   very  feldom    ered   their 
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houfes  upon  the  immediate  banks  of  the  river, 
and  whenever  they  happen  to  fix  upon  a 
fituation  near  to  it,  they  are  careful  to  leave 
fome  of  the  bufh  {landing,  for  the  purpofe  of 
concealing  the  building.  More  frequently 
they  place  their  dwellings  upon  the  borders  of 
the  creeks,  or  within  the  woods  at  fome  dif- 
tance  from  the  river.  From  being  m.ere  flieds, 
their  habitations  are  readily  conftrudedj  at  any 
fpot  where  they  may  chance  to  take  up  their 
abode  ;  and,  in  the  fele<5lion  of  place,  conceal- 
ment, and  convenience  of  embarkation,  feem 
to  be  the  grand  defiderata :  the  latter,  indeed 
would  appear  to  be  efTential,  as  they  often 
pack  up  every  thing  that  belongs  to  them,  in 
the  family  canoe,  and  fuddenly  depart  to  feek 
another  home. 

On  the  fubje£l  of  fcenery,  but  little  oc- 
curred worthy  of  remark.  From  the  uncul- 
tivated flate  of  the  country  you  v/ill  perceive 
that  it  muft  have  exhibited  a  rude  famenefs  of 
wood  and  water.  No  rich,  nor  ftriking  point 
can  be  found :  no  varied  profpe^t  prefents 
itfelf  from  any  quarter :  no  fpot  is  particu- 
larly inviting.  The  palm  of  pre-eminence 
lies  in  a  manner  undifputed,  while  water,  and 
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cfowds  of  trees  form  the  univerfal  fcen®. 
Whether  in  a  valley,  or  upon  the  hills  the 
view  is  ftill  the  fame,  being  confined  by  the 
trees  immediately  around.  No  opening,  no 
rich  nor  extended  landfcape  is  difcovered  :  all 
is  foreft  and  river — river  and  foreft  :  or,  if 
you  chance  to  open  upon  a  plain,  it  is  only 
a  flat  and  wide  furface— a  vacant  favanna,  ftill^ 
furrounded  with  wood,  and  wholly  devoid  of 
pidurefque  variety. 

The  Sand-hill  was,  perhaps,  the  only 
exception  to  this  languid  famenefs  of  fcenery. 
There,  the  profped:  was  fomewhat  more  ani- 
mated, and  from  one  bank  of  the  river  being 
much  elevated,  and  diverted  of  trees,  it  over- 
looked the  other,  commanding  a  view  acrofs 
the  water,  and  to  a  confiderable  diftance  over 
the  woods  of  the  oppofite  fhore  :  flill  it  com- 
prehended only  the  fmooth  water,  and  the 
fmooth  green  furface  of  the  unbounded  forefl:. 

If  I  fpeak  of  the  foil,  it  can  be  only  in 
vague  and  general  remark ;  but  it  appeared 
to  us  that  after  the  land  became  hilly,  and 
aflumed  an  irregular  and  unequal  furface,  it 
was  poor,  and  not  fuch  as  feemed  capable. 
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under  all  the  circumftances  of  climate,  of 
being  cultivated  to  much  profit.  In  feme 
parts  it  was  rocky  ;  in  others  fandy  ;  and,  in 
all,  very  unlike  the  rich  exuvise  which  form 
the  flatter  lands  of  this  all-fertile  coaft. 

I  might  notice  it  as  a  peculiarly  happy 
exemption  that,  during  our  excurfion,  we  were 
almoft;  wholly  free  from  the  tormenting  an- 
noyance of  infeds.  In  the  deepeft  woods 
they  were  only  remarkable  from  their  abfence. 
To  me  the  mufquitoes  conftitute,  perhaps, 
the  greateft  evil  of  the  climate,  and  my  all- 
bitten  limbs  were  peculiarly  fenfible  of  the 
refpite  they  obtained  during  this  expedition. 
After  we  had  palTcd  the  eftate  of  Mr.  Selles, 
where  we  fpent  the  firft  night,  I  obferved 
only  four  of  thefe  infedts,  two  of  which  I 
faw  in  the  woods  of  the  Mabeira  creek,  and 
the  other  two  were  announced  to  me  by  their 
odious  note,  at  my  ear,  in  the  night. 

It  is  remarked  that  neither  in  the  rudefl:, 
nor  in  the  befl  cultivated  parts  of  thefe  coun- 
tries do  infeds  moft  abound.  A  ftate  of  the 
foil,  between  high  improvement,  and  wild 
neglect ;    or  that  fort  of  climate  created  by 
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partial  cultivation,  is  moR  congenial  to  thefe 
noxious  tribes  ;  and  thus  does  the  peftiferous 
atmofphere  of  half-cleared  woods,  and  half-* 
cultivated  fields  feem  at  once  the  poifon,  and 
the  pabulum  of  animal  life  : — operating  with 
a  twofold  power,  it  generates  the  minor  while 
It  deftroys  the  higher  objedts  of  creation. 

On  reaching  the  town  we  were  hailed 
iRofl  cordially  by  our  fciends,  who,  in  our 
protraded  return,  had  anticipated  all  the  evils 
of  ficknefs  and  misfortune ;  and  it  feemed 
matter  of  furprize  that  fo  large  a  party  fhould 
have  concluded  fo  long  an  excurfion,  all  in 
good  health,  and  without  having  met  with 
any  kind  of  accident  or  difafter.  To  fome  of 
the  gentlemen,  the  change  from  their  ordi- 
nary habits  and  mode  of  life,  was  great,  and 
it  had  not  been  furprlzing  if  in  this  climate, 
under  fuch  circumfkances,  troublefome  efFeds 
had  enfued  ;  but,  happily,  from  the  time  of 
my  lofmg  the  threatening  fenfations  which  had 
oppreiTed  me  at  the  period  of  our  embarka- 
tion, not  an  individual  of  the  party  fufFered 
even  an  hour's  interruption  of  health. 

We  derived  much  gratification  from  the 
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expedition,  and  although  our  colle(£lions  from 
the  animal,  and  mineral  kingdoms,  were  but 
inconfiderable,  we  protited  of  the  vegetable 
world  very  amply  ;  and  it  is  probable  tha^ 
the  remembrance  of  our  excurfion  will  be  per- 
petuated :  for,  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  years, 
its  effedis  will  become  confpicuous,  from  a 
valuable  aflemblage  of  the  plants  and  fruits 
of  the  foreft  enriching  the  fugar  eftates,  and 
cotton  fields  of  the  colonifts. 

Of  the  animal  world  a  few  monkies  and 
Amazonian  parroquets  cooftituted  the  whole 
of  our  collection  ;  and  of  minerals  all  we  had 
an  opportunity  of  procuring  were  a  few  coarfe 
fpecimens  of,  common  whinftone,  which  we 
broke  from  the  bed  of  "  the  Falls,"  and  the 
rocks  in  their  vicinity.  Of  the  implements 
and  apparatus  of  the  Indians  we  procured  a 
liberal  flore. 

Much  had  been  faid  of  the  multiplied 
perils  of  the  foreft,  and  we  had  heard  of  fierce 
tigers,  enormous  fnakes,  poifonous  ferpents, 
runaway  negroes,  ferocious  favages,  and  va- 
rious other  dangerous  inhabitants  of  the 
woods  and  the  waters,  but  it  did  not  happen  to 
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us  to  be  interrupted  by  any  of  them  ;  and 
although  tigers,  ferpents,  bufh- negroes,  and 
and  wild  Indians,  doubtlefs,  exift  in  thefe  re- 
gions, the  peril  to  be  apprehended  from 
them,  bears  no  fort  of  proportion  to  the  ex- 
travagant alarm  pidured  by  the  fearful  ima- 
ginations of  ftay-at-home  travellers.  In  many 
parts  the  profound  ftillnefs  of  the  foreft  con- 
veyed the  idea  of  a  lifelefs  folitude,  uninha- 
bited by  man,  beaft,  bird,  or  infed: ;  indeed 
from  the  utter  filence  which  prevailed,  it  might 
have  feemed  that  we  had  travelled  beyond 
the  limits  of  animated  creation  ;  and  that  we 
had  literally,  reached  ....  the  end  of  the 
world ! 
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LETTER    XXIIL 

The  author's  horfe  a  vlElitn  to  the  climate.  The  detachment 
of  the  St,  Domingo  hofpital Jlaff  receives  injiruciiom  to  leave 
Guiana.  Author''s  reJleBions  on  the  change.  Greetings 
of  a  negro  woman  on  the  author's  return  from  his  river 
Excurfion.  Heads  of  neivs  which  meet  the  ears  of,  the 
party  on  their  return  from  "  the  Falls." 

Demarara,  March  i8. 

J\T  my  return  from  our  late  excurfion  the 
firft  objed:  that  attraded  my  attention,  upon 
approaching  the  barracks  of  the  hofpital  de- 
partment, was  a  firing  of  negroes  finging  out 
in  the  failors'  cry, — yeoh-yeoh,  yeoh-yeoh, 
and  hauling  at  a  long  rope,  towing  fomething 
heavy  round  the  corner  of  the  building.  Cu- 
riofity  arrefled  me,  for  a  moment ;  when,  alas ! 
I  difcovered  at  the  end  of  the  cord,  the  body 

of  my  poor  horfe !    who,  in  the  lafh 

night  of  his  mailer's  abfencer,  had  fallen  a 
vidim  to  the  relentlefs  foe,  who  fpares 
neither  man,  nor  the  patient  deed.  He  vv^as 
now  being  dragged  away  to  his  grave,  and 
my  paufe  of  curiofity  only  brought  me  the 
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fad  gratification  of  cafting  a  lad  look  upon  his 
corpfe. 

This  is  a  heavy  lofs  to  me,  and  lefs  on 
account  of  the  exorbitant  price  of  horfes  in 
thefe  colonies,  than  from  the  extreme  difE- 
culty,  or  perhaps  the  impofTibility  of  finding 
another,  at  any  price  whatever.  I  had  long 
•waded  through  the  mud  before  an  opportu- 
nity offered  of  providing  myfelf,  and  by  mere 
chance,  I  had,  at  length,  been  well  fuited — but 
I  had  fcarcely  brought  my  horfe  into  condition 
fit  for  riding,  before  he  was  fnatched  from  me, 
by  what  is  often  termed  the  feafoning  malady 
of  the  climate. 

It  happens,  however,  that  I  fhall  not  long 
feel  this  privation,  as  letters  have,  at  length, 
arrived  from  head-quarters,  containing  orders 
for  my  removal  from  the  coaft  of  Guiana 
to  St.  Domingo.  This  is  the  arrangement  to 
which  I  had  been  looking  from  my  earliefl 
arrival  in  thefe  colonies,  but  on  account  of  it 
being  fo  long  delayed,  and  my  having  received 
inftrudtions  fo:  continuing  here,  I  had  begun 
to  expe£t  that  the  holpital  ftafF,  already  at 
St.  Domingo,  had  been  found  fuiiicient  for  the 
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duties  of  that  ftation,  without  recalling  the 
detachment  of  the  medical  department  ferving 
upon  this  coaft :  but,  by  the  ktters  which 
have  now  reached  me,  I  learn  that  the  direful 
malady  of  thefe  regions  has  been  feverely  fatal 
among  the  hofpital  officers  at  St.  Domingo ; 
and  that,  although  the  number  of  troops  is 
confiderably  decreafed,  the  medical  attend- 
ants have  fuifered  fo  extenfively,  that  ftrong 
reinforcements  are  neceflary,  to  enable  the 
hofpital  department  to  do  juftice  to  the,  yet> 
multitudes  of  fick. 

In  fo  far  as  this  change  of  ftation  will 
afford  me  an  opportunity  of  feeing  more  of 
the  Weftern  World,  I  fhall  hail  it  with  fatls- 
fadtion  ;  but  my  heart  forrows  at  the  thought 
of  treading  in  the  fandals  of  my  loft  brethren 
and  comrades, — men,  with  whom  I  have 
lived  in  habits  of  intimacy,  and  clofe  friend- 
fhip — partaking  of  the  fame  perils,  eating 
from  the  fame  difh,  and  repofmg  in  the  fame 
cabin  ;  and  although  I  neither  regard  the 
prefent  afflidting  fcourge  of  our  army  as  con- 
tagious, nor  feel  the  flighteft  perfonal  appre- 
henfion  of  difeafe,  ftill  I  cannot  but  experi- 
ence a  mournful  depreffion,  which  muft  in  a 
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degree  unfit  me  for  the  urgent  duties  1  mav 
have  to  encounter  upon  the  very  fpot  where 
my  comrades   have  fallen.      Nor  will   it  be 
without  fome  fenfe  of  regret  that  I  Ihall  quit 
the  hofpitals  of  my  own  creating,  and  which, 
after  nearly  twelvemonths  of  anxious  exertion, 
I  have  now  brought  into  a  ftate  well  fitted  for 
affording  the  neceffary  comfort,  and  accom- 
modations to  the  fick.     Indeed  I  may  obferve 
that  notwithftanding  ray  defire  to  vifit  the  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  Weft  Indies,  habit  had  re- 
conciled me  to  this  coaft,  and  I  had  felt  a 
kind  of  fatisfadion  in  the  profped:  of  quietly 
directing   a   department  I    had    fo   earneftly 
toiled  to  eftablifli,  and  to  arrange  ;  and  which 
had  fo   long  filled  my   meafure  of   anxious 
care  :    but  you  know    how  entirely   I  have 
given  myfelf  to  the  neceflities  of  the  fervice, 
and  will  do  me   the  juftice   to  believe  that 
wherever  my  exertions  can  be  rendered  moft 
ufefuli  there  I  fhall  be  moft  ready  to  execute 
the  duties  of  my  appointment. 

I  fhould  not  omit  noting  to  you  that, 
©n  my  late  return,  I  was  almoft  ftifled  with 
the  greetings  of  a  fat  old  negro  woman  of  the 
houfe,  who,  at  the  moment  I  appeared  in  her 
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fight,  ran  to  me  in  loud  fhoutlngs  of  joy,  anJ, 
feizing  me  in  her  arms,  fqueezed  me  until  I 
had  Icarceiy  power  to  fpeak  ;  at  the  fame 
time  calling  out  to  one  of  her  fable  compa- 
nions— •"  Come  and  help  Jenny  hug  Mafla, 
for  me  no  favez  hug  MalTa  enough,  for  tell 
him  how  glad  Jenny  for  fee  Mafia  again." 
But  the  gratulations  of  both  Jenny  and  her 
friend  together, became  alarmingly  impreflive; 
and,  in  order  to  prevent  the  evils  of  impeded 
refpiration,  I  was  compelled  rudely  to  force 
myfelffrom  their  jetty  embraces. 

The  leading  heads  of  news  which  met 
our  return,  were  the  king's  proclamation  on 
the  unfuccefsful  ilTue  of  Lord  Malmfbury's 
EmbafTy  to  Paris  —  the  confirmation  of  an 
expedition  from  Martinique  having  captured 
the  Ifland  of  Trinidad — and  a  report  that 
another  expedition  was  fitting  out  againfi:  Porto 
Rico.  We  have  fince  heard  of  the  difafl:rous 
fate  of  a  French  fquadron  upon  our  coafi;,  and 
their  unfuccefsful  invafion  of  Ireland :  and 
it  is  now  rumoured  that  an  expedition  will 
foon  fail  from  the  iflands  to  attack  Su- 
rinam. 8 
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The  capture  of  Trinidad  we  hail  as  an 
event  peculiarly  fortunate  for  thefe  colonies, 
as  it  again  opens  to  us  the  profpe(fl  we  had 
contemplated,  previous  to  the  rupture  with 
Spain,  and  promifes  to  us  a  fupply  of  frefh 
provifions,  by  our  eftablifhing  a  contract  for 
the  purchafe  of  fome  of  the  wild  cattle,  which 
are  found  in  the  woods  of  that  fettlement. 
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LETTER    XXIV. 

Cekhrat'ion  of  the  Stadtholder's  birth -day.  Condit^  ef  a  foi^ 
difant  ^^  patriot"  Celebration  of  St.  Patrick's  day.  Con- 
chfion  of  the  feflival.  Infolent  manifeflo  of  ViElor  Hugufs. 
News  received  of  the  arrival  of  the  captured  Ship  *'  Cotion 
Planter"  with  invalids  after  a  paffage  of  a  hundred  and 
eight  days.  A  fale  of  negroes.  Infants  brought  to  point  in 
a  flave  as  to  a  lottery  ticket.  Average  value  of  theflaves. 
Remark  of  the  Agent.  Indecorum  of fotne  female  pur  cha- 
fers. Anxious  appeals  of  a  parent  and  her  offspring.  Ge* 
neral  fympathy  concerning  them.  A  ivhite  negro.  A  pie^ 
bald  negrefs. 

Demarara,  March  fp. 

I  MIGHT  have  told  you  in  my  laft  letter  that 
the  eighth  inft.,  the  day  after  our  return 
from  our  river  excurfion,  was  the  Stadtholder's 
birth-day,  and  confequently  a  day  of  feftivity 
at  Demarara,  It  was  commemorated,  by  the 
Dutch  officers,  in  our  fervice,  giving  a  fplendid 
ball  and  fupper  at  their  barrack  in  the  even- 
ing :  all  the  beft  company  and  the  beft  provi* 
lions  of  the  colony  were  aflembled  on  the 
occafion.  The  ballroom  was  extremely 
crowded,  and  although  it  was  fo  intenfely 
hot  that  it  was  matter  of  aftonifliment  how 
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any  peiTon  could  fupport  the  fatigue  of  dancing 
in  it,  ftill  the  ladies,  feeble  and  languid  as  they 
commonly  appear,  fo  much  enjoyed  their  fa- 
vorite amufement,  as  not  to  retire  to  the 
fupper  room  until  near  two  o'clock  in  the 
morning.  The  fupper  was  elegant  and  very 
handfomely  ferved.  It  confided  of  nearly 
150  difhes,  and  was  compofed  of  all  the  bed 
fruits  and  dainties  of  the  colony.  Unhappily 
the  harmony  of  the  fviflival  was  interrupted 
by  the  perverfe  condud:  of  one  of  the  party, 
z.foi'dlf ant  patriot^  who,  in  the  violence  of  his 
politics,  oppofed  himfelf  to  the  general  will  of 
the  company,  and  refufed  to  ftand  up  to  drink 
the  health  of  the  Stadtholder.  The  officers 
were  highly  incenfed,at  meeting  with  fuch  an 
adt  of  rudenefs,  and  infult  from  one  of  their 
guefts — and  fome  even  propofed  to  tofs  the 
"  patriot  chair  "  out  at  window. 

On  the  17th  we  had  another  great  fefli- 
val,  in  honor  of  St.  Patrick,  given  by  a  party 
of  gentlemen  from  the  "  land  of  faints  ^  We 
fat  dov/n  to  the  number  of  fifty,  Englirh,  Irifh, 
and  Dutch.  True  Irifli  hofpitality  fpread  the 
bounteous  board,  and  we  were  regaled  with 
mufic,    toads,  and  fongs  appropriate  to  the 
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day.  Harmony  and  good  cheer  prevailed, 
and  in  focial  conviviality  the  evening  wore 
pleafantly  away,  without  the  fcene  of  noify 
intoxication  I  had  expelled. 

The  party  feparated  about  eleven  o'clock^ 
when  mod  of  the  giiefts  retired  to  their  re- 
fpedive  homes  ;  but  the  next  morning  I 
learned  that  a  fele£t  few  of  St.  Patrick's  de- 
voted fons,  conceiving  that  they  had  not  done 
due  honors  to  their  patron,  again  took  their 
feats,  and  drank  to  the  dear  illand  in  more 
copious  revelry,  enlivening  their  midnight 
fhouts  and  toafts  with  the  all- animating  chorus 
of  fhattered  glafles,  decanters,  and  bottles. 

You  will  not  be  furprized  to  learn  that  a 
moft  infolent  manifefto  has  lately  met  our 
hands,  publiflied  by  Vid:or  Hugues,  in  which 
he  calls  the  inhabitants  of  Tobago,  Demarara 
and  Eflequibo,  Berbifche,  St.  Luclc,  and  St. 
Domingo  a  herd  of  traitors,  and  gives  orders 
that  they  fhould  be  regarded  as  pirates,  if 
captured  on  board  of  privateers.  All  thefe 
fettlements  he  declares  to  be  in  a  ftate  of  fiege, 
aiTertingthat  they  are  garrifoned  by  emigrants 
— a  fet  of  men,  who,  being  without  country, 
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flag,  or  government,  he  infills,  cannot  be  en- 
titled to  the  fame  terms  as  ^^ polijhed  nations  /'* 

•He  authorifes  and  direds  Hiips  of  war 
and  privateers  to  make  prizes  of  all  vefTels 
trading  to  thefe  ports  :  and  further,  he  charges 
the  Americans  with  not  having  maintained 
the  articles  of  the  treaty,  between  the  two 
nations  ;  and  therefore  proclaims  that  they 
have  forfeited  the  friendfhip  of  the  French 
Republic  ! 

We  read  with  great  fatisfadion, 
the  arrival  of  the  fhip  Cotton-Planter  at 
Portfmouth,  after  a  pafTage  of  a  hundred 
and  eight  days  from  Demarara.  Not  having 
fooner  heard  of  her,  we  had  many  anxious 
conjectures  regarding  her  fafety.  She  is  one 
of  the  heavy  Dutch  veiTels  which  fell  into  our 
poffefTion  on  the  capture  of  thefe  colonies ; 
and  being  a  large  fhip,  and  commodious  for 
conveying  troops  acrofs  the  Atlantic,  we  put 
a  party  of  invalids,  with  ulcers,  on  board  her, 
to  be  carried  to  England,  under  the  immediate 
care  of  Mr.  Beane,  one  of  the  mate^  of  the 
general  hofpital  ;  and  fubjed  to  the  command 
of  Captain  De  Courcy  of  the  93d  regiment. 
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Both  from  her  form  and  bulk,  we  had  ex- 
pected that  (he  might  make  a  tedious  paflage  ; 
but,  even  with  "all  the  delays  of  our  late  ill- 
fated  expedition  in  remembrance,  our  antici- 
pations had  not  led  us  to  imagine  that,  without 
fome  great  difafter,  the  voyage  could  have 
been  protraded  to  a  period  of  nearly  fixteen 
weds:s,  ,  - 

Not  (imply  from  curiofity,  but  from  a 
defire  of  acquiring  inftrudion,  from  whatever 
occurs  of  peculiar  intereft,  I  have  again  been* 
led  to  be  prefent  at  one  of  thofe  moft  humili- 
ating fcenes — a  fale  of  human  merchandife, 
where  I  faw  what  is  here  termed  a  prime  cargo 
of  three  hundred  men  and  women  from  the 
Gold  Goaft  of  Africa — all  human  beings  like 
ourfelves,  expofed  to  public  vendue  even  as 
the  herds  of  (heep  and  oxen  in  Smithfield 
market !  But  although  I  had  now  been  more 
than  a  year  in  the  Weft  Indies,  I  was  glad  to 
find  that  my  European  feelings  were  not  yet 
fo  entirely  blunted,  as  to  allow  me  to  witnefs 
fuch  a  fcene  without  experiencing  the  painful 
fenfations,  which  naturally  arife  in  the  bread 
of  an  Englifhman,  upon  feeing  his  fellow- 
creatures  thus  miferably  degraded, 
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The  crowd  was  as  great  as  at  a  Coventry 
fhow-fair  ;  and  am  Id  ft  the  throng  I  obfcrved 
many  females,  as  well  white  as  of  colour, 
who,  decked  out  hi  tinfel  finery,  had  all  come 
to  the  roupe  to  buy  Haves,  either  for  them- 
felves,  their  mafters,  or  keepers.  Infants,  too, 
were  brought,  as  before,  to  point  the  lucky 
finger  to  a  fable  drudge  for  little  felf^  upon  the 
fame  prejudice  which  leads  mama  to  take  dear 
babe  to  a  lottery  office,  to  finger  out  the  happy 
ticket,  which  is  to  make  little  Mlfley's  fortune  ! 

The  poor  blacks  were  not  expofed  to 
public  gaze  upon  a  high  flool,  in  order  to  be 
firft  examined,  and  then  knocked  down  at  the 
hammer,  as  at  the  Dutch  fale  at  Berbifche, — 
but  were  divided  into  three  great  lots,  accord- 
ing to  their  value  ;  and,  the  price  being  fixed, 
the  purchafers  were  left  to  feled  from  which- 
ever divifion  they  might  prefer.  Boys,  from 
eleven  to  fourteen  years  of  age,  fold  for  600 
or  700  guilders.  The  price  of  the  women 
was  from  700  to  800  ;  and  of  the  men  from 
700  to  900 ;  but  a  few  of  the  ftrongeft  were 
valued  fomewhat  higher.  The  agent  who 
conduced  the  fale  is  a  liberal  man,  pofTefled 
©f  humane  fentiments,  and  a  cultivated  mind, 
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but  it  is,  unfortunately,  hh  calling  to  deal  in 
human  flefh  ;  and  he  very  juftly  remarked  to 
me,  that  in  following  this  occupation,  it  is 
neceflary  to  give  an  opiate  to  the  finer  feel- 
ings of  nature. 

The  coarfe  airs,  and  indecent  vulgarity 
exhibited  by  a  negrefs,  (who  had  probably 
been  herfelf  expofed  in  a  fimilar  manner,)  and 
a  mulatto  woman,  her  aflbciate,  towards  fome 
of  thefe  poor  African  girls,  were  both  flriking 
and  difgufting.  Each  of  thefe  cloudy  nymphs 
had*  wheedled  her  lord  to  grant  her  the  privi- 
lege of  choofmg  a  flave,  to  be  the  immediate 
attendant  of  her  dark-hued  perfon ;  and  in 
making  their  feledion  they  ufed  as  little  deli- 
cacy in  touching,  turning  about,  and  trying 
their  fellow  blacks,  as  a  butcher  would  in  ex- 
amining a  pen  of  any  other  fort  of  black 
cattle  in  an  open  market.  Common  decency 
was  outraged  in  thefe  proceedings,  which 
grofsly  aggravated  a  fcene  that,  under  its  bed 
colours,  is  moft  cruelly  humiliating. 

I  committed  a  heavy  trefpafs  upon  my 
feelings  by  remaining  for  a  coniiderable  time 
at  this  fale,  but  at  length,  hurt  and  (hocked 
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at  what  I  had  wltnefied,  and  led  into  painfu! 
rafledion  upon  the  fadly  chequered  lot  of  our 
ipecies,  I  made  my  retreat  from  this  market 
of  human  woe,  -where  not  only  the  laws  of 
decorum  are  openly  invaded,  and  the  rules  of 
propriety  fet  at  defiance,  but  where  all  the 
focial  ties  of  our  nature  are  broken  down  and 
bartered  for  gold. 

Amldfi:    a  fcene,    every  way  repugnant 
to  humanity  I  was  pleafed  to  remark  that  a 
general  fympathy  was  excited    towards  one 
particular  family,  whofe  appeals  to  the  com- 
panion of  the  multitude  v/ere  not  lefs  power- 
ful than  their  claims.     This  family  confifted 
of  a  mother,  three  daughters,  and  a  fon.     The 
parent,  although  the  days  of  her  youth  were 
paft,  was   ftill   a   well-looking    woman ;    the 
children    appeared    to    be    from   fourteen    to 
twenty  years  of  age  :  they  were  very  like  the 
mother,  and  ftill  more  refembled  each  other, 
being   all   of  diftinguiflied  face    and     figure, 
and  remarkably  the  handfomeft  negroes  of  the 
whole  cargo.     Their  diftrefs  left  they  fhould 
be  feparated,  and  fold   to   different   mafters, 
was  fo  ftrongly  depicted  upon  their  counte- 
nances, and  exprefied  in  fuch  lively,  and  im- 
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prefTive  appeals,  that  the  whole  crowd  w^ere, 
irripulfively,  led  to  commirerate  their  fufFer- 
ings ;  and,  by  univerfal  confent,  they  were 
removed  from  the  three  great  lots,  and  placed 
in  a  feparate  corner  by  themfelves,  in  order 
that  they  might  all  be  fold  to  the  fame  mafter. 

Obferving  their  extreme  agitation,  I  was 
led  particularly  to  notice  their  conduct,  as  in- 
fluenced by  the  terror  of  being  torn  from  each 
other,  and,  I  may  truly  fay,  that  I  witneffed  a 

juft  and  faithful  reprefentation  of t/je 

d'ljlrejfcd  mother  I  and  fuch  as  might  bid  de- 
fiance even  to  the  all-imitative  powders  of  a 
Siddons !  for  the  fears  of  the  parent,  left  fhe 
fliould  be  feparated  from  her  children,  or  thefe 
from  each  other,  were  anxious  and  watchful 
beyond  all  that  imagination  could  paint,  or 
the  moft  vivid  fancy  pourtray.  When  any 
one  approached  their  little  group,  or  chanced 
to  look  towards  them  with  the  attentive  eye 
of  a  purchafer,  the  children,  in  broken  fobs, 
crouched  nearer  together,  and  the  tearful  mo- 
ther, in  agonizing  impulfe,  inftantly  fell  down 
before  the  fpedator,  bowed  herfelf  tothe  earth, 
and  kiffed  his  feet ;  then,  alternately  clinging 
to  his  legs,  and  prefTmg  her  children  to  her 
A  A  3 
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bofom,  flie  fixed  herfelf  upon  her  -knees, 
clafped  her  hands  together,  and,  in  anguifh, 
caft  up  a  look  of  humble  petition,  which 
might  have  found  its  way  even  to  the  heart 
of  a  Caligula  ! — and,  thus,  in  Nature's  trueft 
language,  did  the  afflided  parent  urge  the 
Itrongeft  appeal  to  his  compaffion,  while  fhe 
implored  the  purchafer,  in  dealing  out  to  her 
the  hard  lot  of  flavery,  to  fpare  her  the  ad- 
ditional pang  of  being  torn  from  her  children  : 
— to  forbear  expofmg  her  to  the  accumulated 
agonies  which  would  refult  from  forcing  thofe 
afunder,  whom  the  all-wife  difpofer  of  events 
had  bound  together  by  the  moft  facred  ties  of 
nature  and  affection. 

I  forget  if  I  mentioned  to  you  in  my 
former  letter,  when  fpeaking  of  the  phoe- 
nomenon  I  had  feen,  in  the  perfon  of  a  twifted 
and  broken  mulatto  at  Garden  Eden,  that  he 
was  the  property  of  Mr.  Cuming,  our  very 
hofpitable  neighbour  at  the  plantation  Kitty, 
near  to  Fort  William  Frederic  ;  where,  I  may 
now  tell  you  that,  fmce  my  return  from  "  the 
falls,"  I  have  had  an  oppoitunity  of  feeing' 
two  other  ftriking  phoenomena  of  our  fpecies, 
in  the  perfons  of  a  white  ncgro^  and  2,  piebald 


negrefs,  Thefe  are  very  uncommon  objeds, 
more  particularly  the  latter,  and  it  is  remarka- 
ble that  the  three  mod  ftriking  examples  of 
natural  curiofity  in  the  whole  colony,  or  per- 
haps in  the  Weft  Indies,  fliould  happen  all  to 
be  the  property  of  the  fame  individual. 

Were  not  Mr.  Cuming's"  fortune  already 
amply  made,  and  were  he  dlfpofed  to  avail 
himfelf  of  fuch  a  method  of  acquiring  it,  he 
might,  probably,  enfure  it  to  a  vaft  amount,  by 
having  thefe  very  fmgular  fpecimens  of  the 
human  race  conduded  to  Europe,  and  ex- 
hibited for  the  gratification  of  the  curious. 

The  ivhite  negro^  as  he  is  denominated, 
is  a  boy  about  twelve  years  of  age,  who  was 
born  on  board  of  fliip,  on  the  palfage  from 
Guinea,  of  perfedlly  white  ikin,  although  both 
his  father  and  mother  were  jet  black.  He  is 
even  'whiter^  but  I  know  not  if  I  fhould  fay 
fairer^  than  Europeans,  for  It  is  a  dead  chalk- 
white,  without  the  agreeable  relief  of  the  fine 
blue  veins,  and  ruddy  tints  of  an  extra-tropi- 
cal, or  more  particularly  of  a  Britifh  fkin.  In 
form  and  feature  he  ftridlyrefembles  other 
negroes,  having  the  head  and  face  long,  with 
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the  hair  ihort  and  curling  like  wool,  the  moutk 
large,  with  thick  lips,  and  the  nofe  broad  and  flat. 
His  eyes  are  blue,  the  eye-brows  and  eye-lafhes 
white,  as  is  likewife  the  hair,  which  from 
being  flightly  tinged  with  yellow,  aflumes,  in 
a  fmall  degree,  that  particular  hue,  which  is, 
more  commonly  than  corredly,  termed  red. 
On  looking  at  a  ftrong  light,  his  eyes  are  af- 
fected with  a  twinkling  motion,  fuch  as  is 
obferved  in  the  Albinos  or  Nydalops  ;  and 
from  the  axes  of  the  two  eyes  not  accurately 
converging,  a  flight  degree  of  fl:rabifmus  is 
perceptible.  It  would  feem  therefore  that  it 
is  a  variation  which  flands  much  in  the  fame 
relation  with  refpedl  to  the  negroes,  as  the 
Nydalops  with  refpe£l  to  ourfelves.  His 
fkin  being  more  than  conimonly  irritable,  is 
highly  fufceptible  of  injury  ;  and  quickly  rifes 
into  blifl:ers,  on  his  being  expofed  to  the  open 
rays  of  the  fun. 

The  cafe  of  the  woman  is  even  more 
novel  and  Angular  than  that  of  the  boy  ;  her 
peculiarity  being  the  eff'ed;  of  an  extraordinary 
change,  and  not  of  original  conformation. 
She  is  about  thirty  years  of  age,  and,  until 
the  laft  fix  or  feven  years,  was  of  completely 
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fable  {kin,  differing  In  no  refped  from  other 
negroes  ;  nor  do  either  her  form  or  features 
now  offer  any  thing  remarkable,  but,  from  the 
profoundeft  black,  her  furface  is  growing  per- 
fectly white.  She  is  of  good  figure,  has  been 
always  regarded  as  having  a  ftrong  and  healthy 
conftitution,  and,  for  many  years,  has  been 
employed  as  awafherwoman  in  Mr.  Cuming's 
family. 

No  probable  caufe  is  known,  nor  even 
fuggefted,  for  the  change,  but  about  five  or 
fix  years  ago,  fome  white  fpots  appeared  upon 
her  extremities,  and,  from  that  time,  fhe  has 
been  gradually  lofing  the  natural  blacknefs  of 
her  furface. 

This  uncommon  change  commenced  in 
the  parts  moft  remote  from  the  centre  of  cir- 
culation, and  Is  flowly,  though  regularly,  pro- 
ceeding towards  the  parts  nearer  to  the  heart. 
The  feet,  hands,  legs,  and  arms,  have  already 
loft  their  fable  hue,  and  are  now  even  whiter 
than  thofe  of  an  European.  Her  nofe  and 
ears  are  alfo  white,  and  fome  patches  of  white 
are  fpreading  upon  the  face,  neck,  and  bofom ; 
but  her  body  yet  remains  profoundly  black  ; 
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and  although  this  extraordinary  converfion 
feems  to  be  progreffively  advanchig,  if  it  pro- 
eeeds  as  ilowly  as  it  has  hitherto  done,  it  may 
be  flill  feveral  years  before  the  whole  of  the 
dark  colouring  be  removed.  Her  hair  and 
eyes  retain  their  original  blacknefs,  and  have 
not  yet  any  appearance  of  participating  in  the 
change. 

It  is  remarkable  that  the  cuticle  of  the 
parts  which  have  grown  white,  like  the  pale 
fkin  of  the  boy,  is  very  fubjedt  to  rife  into 
blifters  upon  being  expofed  to  the  fun,  while 
no  fuch  efFed  is  produced  upon  the  parts 
which  remain  black. 

The  woman  Is  flill  in  good  health,  and 
appears  to  remain  entirely  free  from  difeafe  ; 
as  ihe  was,  at  the  time  this  peculiar  change 
began :  but  fhe  is  extremely  low  and  de- 
jected concerning  this  event,  which  fhe  re- 
gards as  the  greateft  evil  that  could  have 
befallen  her.  She  has  a  great  diilike  to  be 
feen  or  to  have  queftions  afked  her,  and  more 
particularly  by  ftrangers.  When  fent  for, 
that  I  might  look  at  her,  fhe  came  to  me  with 
extreme  reluctance,    exhibited  flrong  marks 
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of  agitation  while  fhe  remained,  and  went 
away  in  tears.  She  is  the  wife  of  one  of 
Mr.  Cuming's  flaves,  and  has  had  feveral 
children,  who  differed  in  no  rcfpedt  from  the 
offspring  of  other  negroes. 
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LETTER     XXV. 

Little  things  fometimes  made  important,  j^rbitrary  conduSl  dlf~ 
played  towards  a  frte  Mulatto  nvoman^  called  pr'tncefs 
Changu'ion.  Climate  improved.  March  the  jitiejl  month  of  the 
iivelve.  Mujquitces  unable  tojly  agaitij}  the  breeze.  Roads 
dry  and^  ood.  Frequency  of  the  refrejhingjhoivers  of  Guiana . 
A  fhip  arrives  direfl  from  England.  Brings  a  fnpply  of 
Jlores  for  the  hofpital.  Author  receives  a  copy  of  the  neiv 
regulatisn  for  "  improving  the fituation  of  regimental fur- 
geons."  Some  remarks  upon  the  army  medical  department. 
Sir  Ralph  Abercrcmby  fails  from  Martinique  tuith  an  expe- 
dition againfi  Porto  Rico.  Promotion  of  the  author's  friend 
Mr.Blachader. 

Demai-ara,  April  i(). 

Y  ou  will  not  be  furprized  to  hear  that,  al- 
though we  are  removed  from  the  bufy  metro- 
polis of  England,  and  all  the  gay  fcenes  and 
adventures  indicated  in  the  jeiix  d\fprit.^ 
hons  mots^  doubles  cntcjidres^  and  the  many 
idly  amuhng  hiilories  which  daily  fwell  the 
columns  of  the  newfpapers,  we  are  not  with- 
out our  little  cabals  and  intrigues,  and  anec- 
dotes, z-ndi  pariiailar  hdads  of  news,  which, 
in  the  abfence  of  more  weighty  occurrences, 


often  acquire  a  degree  of  importance  they 
do  not  merit,  and  become  the  fubjedls  of 
general  converfation  and  concern.  At  pre- 
fent  the  prevailing  topic  is  not  devoid  of  in- 
tereft.  It  concerns  a  mulatto  woman  called 
princefs  Changuion,  regarding  whom  a  high 
degree  of  intereft  has  been  excited,  in  con- 
fequence  of  a  proclamation  which  has  lately- 
appeared  in  the  EfTequibo  Gsfzette,  and  which, 
has  called  forth  a  fenfe  of  compaffion,  and  of 
p.qrty  feeling  in  her  behalf. 

She  is  a  free  mulatto,  and  was  lately 'the 
favored  dulcinea  of  a  perfon  high  in  office : 
and  from  circumftances  having  rendered  her 
name  the  general  theme  of  the  day,  her 
crimes,  her  merits,  and  her  fufferings  are 
warmly  canvaffed  in  every  fociety,  and  even 
thofe  who  never  faw,  nor  heard  of  her  be- 
fore, would  feem,  from  their  confident  remarks 
to  be  intimately  acquainted  with  every  parti- 
cular of  her  hiftory  and  condudi.  It  has 
been  thought  that  in  confequence  of  having 
committed  an  offence,  which  certainly  would 
not  appear  to  be  of  the  firft  magnitude,  the 
arm  of  power  has  been  too  feverely  extended 
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towards  her  ;  and  from  the  fentence  feeming 
to  augur  of  prejudice,  it  is  even  hinted  that 
private,  or  party  pique,  has  had  its  influence 
in  deciding  the  quota  of  punifhment : — in- 
deed if  loud  whifper  may  be  credited,  her 
perfecutors  have  been  exafperated  againft  her, 
in  proportion  as  others  have  betrayed  feelings 
of  compaflion  towards  her. 

As  the  tale  is  told,  fome  difpute  had 
arifen  between  a  Dutch  dame,  and  this  yellow 
princefs^  in  which  the  white  lady  alleged  fome 
unjuft  accufation  againft  the  mulatto,  and 
otherwife  fo  ill  treated  her  as  to  provoke  her 
to  hold  up  her  hand  in  a  menacing  manner  ; 
for  which  moft  heinous  offence,  the  poor 
Changuion  has  been  fubjedled  to  an  arbitrary 
confinement,  and  fentenced  to  be  further  pu- 
nidicd  with  a  fevere  flogging — burning  in 
the  forehead — the  lofs  of  an  ear — and  banifli- 
ment.  This  you  will  readily  perceive,  was 
dealing  out,  to  a  pcrfon  in  freedom,  the 
cruel  treatment  pradlifed  upon  flaves,  and  for 
no  better  reafon,  than  becaufe  nature  had  been 
pleafed  to  cover  her  with  a  yellow  flcin. 
The  undue  feverity  ufed  towards  her  has  had 
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the  efFe(^  of  animating  the  benevolent  exer- 
tions of  thofc  who  regard  her  as  a  vidim  of 
prejudice,  and  it  being  known  that  in  fome 
countries  not  only  law  and  juftice,  but  even 
defpotic  power  might  be  foftened  by  gold,  due 
inquiries  were  made,  and  it  was  underftood 
that  a  thoufand  guilders,  properly  employed, 
might  foften,  if  not  efface  the  decree.  But,  from 
the  influence  of  a  power  oppofed  to  the  party, 
who  thus  interefted  themfelves  in  the  caufe 
of  humanity,  the  punifliment  was  ordered  to 
be  inflicted,  at  the  very  moment  when  'the 
thoufand  guilders  v^'-ere  expeded  to  be  taken 
as  the  price  of  her  releafe.  Still  it  happened 
that  the  iron  arm  of  defpotifm  was  difap- 
pointed  of  its  blow  ;  for,  in  the  courfe  of  the 
night,  preceding  the  morning  when  this  un- 
happy female  was  to  have  been  led  out  to 
punilhment,  (he  contrived  to  effed  her  efcape 
from  confinement  ;  and  it  is  whifpered,  in  a 
certain  circle,  that  fhe  w^ill  probably  find  a 
fecure  place  of  concealment,  until  fhe  can 
meet  with  an  opportunity  of  executing  the 
latter  part  of  her  fentence  hyy^^banifhment. 

You  will  be  pleafed   to   know  that  the 
climate  upon  this  coail  has  lately  become  quite 
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falubrlous,  and  that  our  fick  lift  has  rapidly 
decreafed,  in  confequence  of  great  numbers  of 
patients  being  difcharged,  and  but  few  ad- 
mitted. I  may  alfo  remark  that  we  have 
found  the  month  of  March  the  moft  pleafant, 
as  well  as  the  moft  healthy  feafon  of  the  year; 
for  not  only  has  the  weather  been  drier,  the 
breeze  ftronger,  and  the  air  cooler,  but  we 
have  been iefs  fubje(ll  to  prickly  heat,  and  lefs 
annoyed  v.^ith  mufquitoes.  Happily  thefe  tor- 
menting infeds  have  not  been  able  to  wing 
their  light  bodies  againft  the  increafed  ftrength 
of  the  breeze.  The  roads  have  likewife  been 
dry,  and  peculiarly,  pleafant  for  travelling, 
which  in  thefe  colonies  is  no  trifling  confider- 
ation  ;  for,  in  confequence  of  their  being  low, 
and  flat,  and  muddy,  a  moderate  fall  of  rain 
leaves  them  deep  in  wet,  and  almoft  impaf- 
fable. 

Although  the  month  of  March  has  been 
the  drieft  of  all  the  twelve,  fome  parts  of  the' 
months  of  Odober,  November,  and  February 
were  likewife  very  fine,  and  the  muddy  roads 
were  then,  alfo,  dry  and  fmooth. 

At  length  I  may  anaounce  to  you  that  a 
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fhip  is  arrived  dired  from  England  ;  by  which 
we  are  furnifhed  with  an  ample  fupply  of  hof- 
pital  drefles,  bedding,  and  other  (lores,  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  fick.  The  arrival  of 
thefe  things  is  fomewhat  late,  it  rauft  be  con- 
fefled,  but  it  will  afford  me  the  fatisfadtion  of 
leaving  the  department  Vv'-ell  provided,  and  free 
from  the  many  inconveniences,  to  which  it 
has  been,  neceffarily,  expofed  while  under  my 
direction. 

A  copy  has  alfo  reached  my  hand  of  the 
new  regulations,  for  improving  the  fituation 
of  regimental  furgeons,  by  doing  away  their 
medicine  money,  and  other  perquifites,  and 
confolidating  their  pay  into  a  regular  and 
fpecific  fum  :  likewife  for  eftabliQiing  their 
rank,  and  putting  them  upon  a  footing  with 
military  officers,  in  refpedifc  to  quarters  and  field 
allowances.  This  is  an  important  and  well 
advifed  arrangement,  and  does  honor  to  its 
projedlor.  Indeed  it  is  matter  of  furprize 
that  the  old  fyftem  of  granting  medicine  mo- 
ney, and  other  perquifites,  fhould  have  been 
fo  long  continued,  fmce  it  not  only  offered  an 
inadequate  reward,  but  held  out  encourage- 
ment to   a  negle(^  of  duty,  by  leffening  the 
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emoluments  of  the  furgeon,  in  proportion 
as  he  fupplied  the  requifite  means  to  the 
fick. 

But  I  am  forry  to  remark,  that  the  new 
regulation,  excellent  as  it  is,  from  being  limit- 
ed to  regimental  furgeons,  flops  fhort  of  its 
efFe£l.  To  have  rendered  it  complete  in  its 
operation,  it  fhould  have  extended  further, 
and  have  defined  the  rank  of  the  different 
officers  of  the  hofpital  ftafF:  and  thus  it  might 
have  become  a  general,  and  ftandard  regula- 
tion for  the  whole  medical  body  ;  and  have 
prevented  many  cavillings,  and  unpleafant  oc- 
currences upon  fervice;  while  it  would  have 
given  the  department  the  refpedtability  that  is 
due  to  it,  and  have  fixed  its  importance  among 
military  men.  As  it  now  ftands,  it  is  mani- 
feftly  defediive,  from  giving  to  a  regimental 
furgeon  a  certain  rank,  of  which  it  leaves  him 
again  divefted,  upon  his  receiving  promotion 
to  the  ftalf.  The  regulation  might  alfo  have 
gone  ftill  further,  with  additional  benefit,  and 
have  fixed  the  title  as  well  as  the  rank  of  the 
various  medical  appointments,  for,  at  prefent, 
without  a  due  regard  to  the  military  fyftem, 
the  department  is  branching  out  into  multiplied 
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dlvifions,  devoid    of  the    appropriate  diftinc- 
tions  of  rank  and  duty. 

It  would  perhaps  be  a  tafk,  which  might 
puzzle  the  whole  war  office,  with  the  army- 
medical  board  included,  to  difcriminate  be- 
tween the  endlefs  ramifications  and  fubdivi- 
fions  which  are  made  to  difplay  themfelves 
in  the  army  medical  code ;  more  efpecially 
with  refpe<3:  to  the  higher  appointments,  un- 
der all  the  various  degrees  of  phyficians  and 
furgeons,  and  deputies,  and  affiftants,  and  heads 
and  principals — fuch  as,  "  phyfician  general, 
furgeon  general,  infpedor  general  of  regi- 
mental hofpitals,  infpedlior  general  of  hofpi- 
tals,  deputy  infpedlor  general  of  hofpitals,  af- 
fiftant  infpeclor  general  of  hofpitals,  director 
of  hofpitals,  infpe(£lor  of  hofpitais,  affiftant  in- 
fpedtor  of  hofpitals,  field  infpedor  of  hof- 
pitals, head  of  hofpitals,  principal  medical  of- 
ficer of  hofpitals  *,"  &c.  &c.  &c. 

*  Many  of  thefe  worfe  than  ufelcfs  diftintlions  have 
lately  been  done  away,  and  fome  general  regulations  eftab- 
Ufhed;  but  flill  thefyftem  Is  incomplete  i  and  much  yet 
remains  to  be  done,  before  the  medical  department  can 
take  on  that  uniformity  of  chara6ler,  or  proceed  with  that 
uniformity  of  movement,  which  is  requiute  in  fo  impor- 
tant a  branch  of  the  military  body. 
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By  a  late  arrival  from  head  quarters,  we 
learn  that  the  commander  in  chief  has  fail- 
ed, with  the  expedition  recently  fitted  out  at 
Martinique,  and  fuppofed  to  be  bound  to 
Porto  Rico.  "We  hope  foon  to  afcertain  its 
deftination,  by  receiving  happy  tidings  of  its 
iffue. 

By  the  fame  occafion  we  find  that  our  late 
comrade  Mr.  Blackader  has  at  length  fucceeded 
in  the  objed:  of  his  wifhes,  and  obtained  pro- 
motion to  a  flaff  appointment  ;  but  thefe, 
otherwife  pleafing,  tidings  come  to  us  fadly 
clouded  by  accompanying  intelligence  ;  for,  as 
it  too  often  happens  in  the  army,  news  of  one 
friend  being  promoted,  is  news  of  another 
friend  being  dead  ;  and,  on  the  prefent  occa- 
fion, we  learn  with  forrow,  that  the  path  of 
promotion  has  been  opened  to  Surgeon  Black- 
ader, by  the  removal  of  his  comrade  Ford  to 
the  great  home  of  eternity. 
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LETTER    XXVI.  , 

Author  addrejfes  his  friend  on  the  annlverfary  cf  his  arrival 
in  Guiana.  Has  much  anxiety  refpecling  the  fate  of  his 
comrades  at  St.  Domingo.  Much  rain  falls  in  Guiana  at 
the  beginning  of  April ;  but  the  wet  feafon  delayed.  Au~ 
thdr  vifited  by  the  medical  praElitiouers  of  the  colotiy.  Re- 
marks of  Dr.  E.  concerning  the  yellow  fever.  His  me- 
thod of  cure.  His  obfervations  refpeBing  the  praclife  of 
medicine  in  general.  His  opinion  regarding  an  intended 
publication  by  his  friend.  Author  makes  vifits  to  feveral 
gentlemen  upon  the  coajl.     A  Wejl  India  garden. 

Demarara,  April  23* 

On  this  day  laft  year  I  firft  fet  foot  upon  the 
coaft  of  South  America  ;  and  when  I  take  a 
retrofped:  of  all  that  has  pafled  before  me 
within  the  twelvemontli,  review  the  urgent 
duties  I  have  had  to  fuftain,  and  reflect  upon 
the  fatal  numbers  who  have  perifhed  around 
me,  I  not  only  find  that  it  has  been  the  moft 
bulled,  and  moft  perilous  year  of  my  life,  but 
feel  highly  fenfible  how  much  I  have  caufe  of 
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thankfulnefs,  in  being  flill  blefled  with  health 
and  ftrength,  to  perform  the  various  duties  of 
my  appointment. 

With  much  anxiety  I  look  to  St.  Do- 
mingo, and  it  would  be  a  peculiar  fatis- 
fadtion  to  me,  could  I  know  that  my  comrades 
upon  that  ftation,  have  arrived  as  happily  at 
the  end  of  the  firft  year  as  myfelf : — but,  from 
reports  of  the  dread  fatality  in  that  quarter,  I 
tremble  for  the  fate  of  my  friends ;  and,  being 
now  upon  the  eve  of  joining  tliem,  the  idea 
that  they  may  have  fallen  among  the  many 
victims  of  that  inhofpltable  region,  weighs 
upon  my  heart  In  accumulated  heavinefs.  I 
wiih,  yet  dread  to  hear  of  tliem  ;  and  in  the 
apprehenfion  left  lidlngs  from  thence  might 
rob  me  of  the  delightful  anticipation  of  again 
meeting  thofe  I  efteem,  I  could  almoft  court 
the  prefent  ignorance  until  my  arrival ;  for 
unhappy  news  of  my  late  affoclates,  would 
cloud  my  bed  hopes,  and  deprive  me  of  what, 
alone,  can  render  tolerable  the  thoufand 
troubles  and  annoyances  of  a  long  fea  voyage. 

The  date  of  my  letter  alfo  reminds  me, 
that  at  this  period,  laft  year,   the  wet  feafon 
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was  fettlng  in  upon  the  coaft  of  Guiana ;  and 
It  calls  to  my  recolledlon,  that  on  the  23d  of 
April,  upon  landing  from  our  {hips,  we  had  to 
tramp  our  way  to  the  town,  at  a  mile  diftant, 
befet  with  heavy  rain  and  exceffive  heat,  and 
almoft  up  to  our  knees  in  mud  and  clay. 

This  year,  we  had  a  confiderable  fall  of 
rain,  about  the  beginning  of  theprefent  month, . 
which  many  Imagined  to  be  the  commence- 
ment of  the  wet  feafon;  but  the  fhowers  prov- 
ed to  be  only  thofe  of  a  lunar  period,  and  the 
weather  has  fince  been  dry  and  pleafant,  hold- 
ing out  to  us  the  hope  that,  inftead  of  antici- 
pating the  ufual  time  of  its  return,  the  invafion 
of  the  wet  feafon  may  be  delayed  even  latter 
than  is  common. 

It  ufually  begins  fomewhat  earlier  in 
thefe  colonies,  than  in  the  iilands;  and,  alfo, 
in  the  dry  feafon,  this  coaft  is  more  frequently 
refrefhed  with  occafional  fhowers.  Thefe 
moftly  occur  about  the  periods  of  fpring-tides, 
and  are  not  wholly  fufpended  even  in  the 
arid  month  of  March  ;  fo  that  inftead  of  fuf- 
fering  from  long  continued  drought,  no  part 

of  the  year  can  be  otherwife  confidered  as  a 
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dry  feafon,  than    comparatively    with  thofe 
months  which  are  ahuoft  incelFantly  wet. 

With  only  the  fame  proportion  of  rain, 
the  feafons  in  Guiana,  from  the  iBatnefs  of  the 
country,  and  tiie  nature  of  the  foil,  will  ne- 
ceflarlly  appear  to  be  lefs  dry,  than  in  the 
iflands,  v^here  the  land  is  more  hilly  and  ir- 
regular, and  fo  difpofed  as  to  favor  either  the 
percolation,  or  the  pafFinr;  off  of  the  water. 
Here  wc  have  one  wide  and  flat  furface  of 
clay,  and  the  rain  that  falls  lies  upon  the 
roads,  and  the  fields,  until  the  thirOiy  atmof- 
phcre  drinks  it  all  up  again  ;  hence  the  wet, 
from  every  fliower,  coiitluucs  to  be  vifible 
long  after  it  has  reached  the  ground,  or  it  re- 
mains to  be  increafed  by  new  torrents  ;  and 
from  this  circuniRance  it  is  evident  that  the 
rains,  which  fall  about  the  full  and  change  of 
the  moon,  will  caufe  more  wet  here,  than  in 
the  iflands,  where  from  the  foil  being  more 
dry  and  porous,  all  appearance  of  the  (hower 
vanifhes  with  the  cloud  that  emils  it. 

From  this  clrcumftance,  more  than  from 
the  real  quantity  of  rain  that  falls,  flrangers 
arriving  here  from  Europe,  or  the  iflands,  par- 
ticularly if  they  fhould  expert  a  total  abfence 
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of  rain  during  the  dry  months,  might  be  led 
to  imagine  that,  in  Guiana,  therfe  is  only  one 
continued  wet  feafon  throughout  the  year. 

Of  late  I  have  been  honored  with  vlfits 
from  feveral  of  my  medical  brethren  of  the 
colony,  with  a  view  of  afcertaining  the  effed: 
of  the  remedies  ufed  in  the  military  hofpitals> 
and  particularly  of  mercury,  in  cafes  of  yel- 
low fever. 

From  thefe  gentlemen  I  have  alfo  had  the 
opportunity  of  gaining  much  profeffional  infor- 
mation. Among  them  was  Dr.  E.  from  whofe 
converfaticn  and  remarks  I  derived  peculiar 
gratihcalion.  He  is  a  man  of  talents  and  ob- 
fervation,  and  has  profited  of  an  extenfive  ex- 
perience. In  fpeaking  of  the  yellow  fever,  he 
remarked  that  the  medical  men,  who  refide  in 
the  interior  of  the  iflands  and  fettlements  of 
the  Well  Indies,  have  fcarcely  abetter  oppor- 
tunity of  knowing  the  real  character  of  that 
difeafe,  than  thofe  "  who  pradife  medicine  in 
the  country  villages  of  England."  He  con- 
fidered  thofe  only  to  be  well  acquainted  with 
this  dread  malady,  who  had  the  opportunity  of 
feeing  it  among    Europeans,  or   Americans 
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newly  arrived  within  the  tropics.  It  had  been 
his  lot  to  witnefs  it  but  too  frequently,  from 
being  employed  among  the  failors  of  the  trad- 
ing veiTels  upon  the  river ;  and  it  appeared 
that  he  had  oblerved  with  accuracy,  and  made 
himfelfwell  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  the 
difeafe. 

The  dodor's  experience  had  taught  him 
to  place  very  little  reliance  upon  bark,  mer- 
cury, or  any  of  the  remedies  commonly  em- 
ployed ;  but  he  thought  that  he  had  witneiTed 
the  moft  decided  benefit  from  the  Indian  me- 
thod of  employing  hot  and  cold  bathing  ;  and 
he  obferved,  that,  where  the  hot  bath  could 
not  be  conveniently  provided,  he  had  found 
equal  advantage  from  ordering  the  head  and 
neck  to  be  waihed  with  hot  water,  and  im- 
mediately afterwards  dafliing  three  or  four 
buckets  of  cold  water  upon  the  patient.  "The 
very  fudden  relief  obtained  from  this  remedy," 
added  the  dodor,  "  is  often  equally  aftonifliing 
and  effe£lual.'* 

Speaking  upon  medical  fubjeds,  gene- 
rally. Dr.  E.  obferved  that  he  had  been, 
at  one  time,  a  fpeculative  theorift,  and,  like 
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many  other  young  phyficians,  had  felt  aiTured 
that  he  could  prelcribe  a  curative  remedy  for 

every  diforder /;/  his  clofet !  where, 

with    vaft  vvifdom,  he  had  reafoned   the  hu- 
man body  into  a  mere  machine,  brought  the 
practice  of  phyfic  to  a  fyllogifm,  and  deduced 
the  cure  of  every  malady  from   the   ftrideft 
logic  !   But,  wlien  called  to   the  bed-fide,  he 
was  furprlfed  to  find  that  the  extindlion   of 
the  difeafe  did  not  follow  the  adminiftration 
of  his  remedies,  in  the  certain  train  of  caufe 
and    effetfi :    he,    therefore,    from   feeing  no 
error  in  his  dedudions,  began  to  fiifpedl  his 
pofitions,  and  to  apprehend  that  he  had  been 
eredling  fanciful  fyftems,  without  any  folid 
foundation.     At  length,  when  taught,  by  re- 
peated difappointment,  to  employ  a  more  juft 
reafoning,  he  perceived  that  one  great  prin- 
ciple had  oppofed  itfelf  to  the  regular  infer- 
ences he   had  expected   to   flow,    in  fmooth 
current,  from  the  data  upon  which  he  had  fo 
pleafantly  raifed   his    hypothetical   flrud:ure  : 
in  fhort  he  found  that,  inilead  of  the  human 
body  being  a  mere  machine  of  fprings  and 
wheels,   man   was    poflefTed  of  vitality^  and 
that,  difregarding  this  very  important  prin- 
ciple, be  had  long  been  grovelling  in  the  dark, 
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bending  fads  to  theory,  inflead  of  founding 
his  theory  upon  the  fecure  baiis  of  fads. 

The  fame  gentleman  informed  me  that 
a  friend  of  his,  in  thefe  regions,  was  about 
to  publidi  a  book,  upon  medical  fubjeds  ; 
agaioft  which  he  had  urged  every  friendly 
expoPiulation,  feeling  aOured,  from  an  inti- 
mate acquaintance  with  the  author,  that  the 
work  could  neither  do  him  credit,  nor  the  pub- 
lic fervice  ;  being,  neceiiarily,  a  mere  cham- 
ber prcdud'on,  and  wholly  deficient  in  that 
great  requifite,  pradical  experience.  But  his 
remon (trances  were  in  vain.  His  friend  had 
read  himfelf  into  a  belief  of  what  he  was 
about  to  write — and  the  world  wall  have  to 
judge  of  the  produdion. 

I  have  lately  taken  a  ride  to  make  fome 
vifits  at  Mahaica,  and  at  various  eftates  upon 
the  coaft,  and,  in  the  courfe  of  my  excur- 
fion,  I  v/aited  upon  Mr.  M'Kenzie,  one  of 
my  fellow-travellers  upon  our  late  expedition 
up  the  river,  at  whofe  home  I  had  the  high 
gratification  of  exploring  a  rich  garden  of 
herbs,  plants,  flowers,  and  fruits. 
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It  may  fur  prize  you  to  know  that  in  a 
country  where  vegetation  is  fo  rapid,  and  fo 
much  under  control,  as  upon  this  proUfic 
coaft,  a  well  cultivated  garden  fhould  be  fo 
extremely  rare,  as  to  appear  quite  a  novelty: 
but  it  too  commonly  happens  that  thofe  who 
court  the  fmiles  of  fortune,  by  tilling  the 
tropical  fields,  attend  only  to  the  cultivation 
of  fugar,  coffee,  and  cotton,  which  plants 
are  often  feen  growing  up  to  the  very  door- 
way, or  almoO:  creeping  in  at  the  windows 
of  the  dv/elling,  not  the  fmalleft  fpot  being 
referved  for  garden,  pleafure  ground,  or  or- 
chard. But  the  intelligent  and  accomplidied 
proprietor  of  Lufignan  has  a  mind  fuperior 
to  the  little  penury  Vs^hicb,  neglecting  the 
agreeable  and  ornamental,  devotes  only  to 
the  lucrative,  and  facrifices  the  common  com- 
forts of  life  to  the  fole  purpofe  of  amaffing 
a  few  additional  dollars.  Here  the  cotton 
is  planted  at  a  proper  diftance  from  the  houfe, 
and  the  immediate  environs  are  laid  out  in 
gardens,  or  enriched  with  fruits,  fhrubs,  and 
other  ufeful,  or  ornamental  trees.  Around 
the  dwelling  luxuriate,  in  a  generous  foil,  the 
fruitful  bread-tree,  the  cucum.ber  tree,  the 
cocoa-nut,  the  (lately  mountain-cabbage,  the 
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grenadillo,  the  water-lemon,  grapes  of  dif- 
ferent fpecles,  mangos,  figs,  cherries,  al- 
monds, ftar-apples,  pines,  and  a  multitude 
of  other  fruits;  together  with  a  great  variety 
of  the  more  rare,  and  beautiful  plants  and 
flowers  of  thefe  regions. 

All  the  comforts  and  advantages  of  an 
European  garden  it  was  here  proved  might 
be  far  exceeded  in  this  bountiful  foil,  which 
fo  rapidly,  and  abundantly  returns  the  labour 
beftowed  upon  it.  A  long  vralk,  finely  (haded 
with  grenadillos,  the  fruit  of  which  hung  in 
profufion  over  our  heads,  had  been  planted 
only  a  fev^r  months  before.  The  young 
{hoots  of  fig-trees,  whofe  parent  branches  are 
cut  away  every  year,  were  quite  loaded  with 
fruit,  and  the  grapes  hung,  in  heavy  clufters, 
from  fingle  ftems, — all  the  other  parts  of  the 
vines  being  entirely  pruned  away.  Indeed, 
fo  prolific  are  the  plants,  and  fo  luxuriant 
their  growth,  that  to  enfure  an  abundance  of 
fruit,  it  feems  only  neceffary  to  commit  feeds 
and  fhoots'to  the  earth,  and  to  cut  out,  from 
time  to  time,  the  greater  part  of  the  wood  of 
the  trees. 
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Amldil  the  flowers  I  obferved  many  that 
were  highly  fragrant,  and  of  far  more  plea- 
fant  odour  than  thofe  I  had  commonly  met 
with  in  this  country,  and  which  had  led  me  to 
believe  that  nature  had  very  fparingly  fcattered 
her  perfumes,  among  the  plants  of  this  coaft  ; 
and  had  [  not  feen  the  garden  I  am  fpeaking 
of,  I  might  have  left  the  colonies,  impreffcd 
with  an  idea  that  the  flowers  of  Guiana  were 
w^holly  devoid  of  that  ddicious  fragrance,  for 
which  thofe  of  Europe  are  fo  highly  efteemed. 
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LETTER     XXVII. 

Author  tranfcr'ihes  for  his  friend  fonie  notes  on  the  general 
fuhje5i  of  the  colonies.  Unjujl  prejudice  refpecling  the  cli- 
mate. General  appearance  of  the  cocjl  and  the  ejlates. 
Roads.  Colony  paths.  Mode  of  preferving—alfo  of  pro- 
curing frefh  ivater.  Peculiar  advantages.  Seafons.  Form 
of  governwejit.  Members  of  council — h:w  elcBcd—qua- 
iif  cations.  Court  of  policy.  Court  ofju/iice.  Cowmijfary 
court.  The  ffcal.  Di'bifton  ef  the  country  into  difriBs. 
Laiu  couci^rning  public  roads  arid  bridges.  The  land  given 
by  grants  from  the  fates- general.  Extent  of  the  grants. 
OrJginal fetilements  made  far  up  the  rivers.  BritifJj  enter- 
prize  leads  the  cautious  Hollander  to  the  fea  coafl.  This 
noiv  fpread  with  rich  fields.  Number  of  plant atiins  upon 
the  enfl  coaf  of  Demaro.ra.  Average  produce  of  a  cotton 
(flnic.  Stock  required  for  its  cultivation.  Average  pro- 
duce and  fock  of  a  coffee  ef.ate.  Average  fock  and  produce 
cf  a  fugar  e/late.  The  colonics  of  Guiana  a  mojt  valuable 
capture.  Number  of  faves  in  the  colony  of  Effeqiiibo  and 
Demarara.  Number  poffejfed  by  an  individual  planter, 
Immenfe  fortune  acquired  by  Mynheer  Boode.  Concerning 
the  ivages  of  labour.  Slaves  let  out  for  hire.  Mode  of 
cnnpenfating  medical  attendance.  Prices  of  pi  ovifon:  : — 
of  fame  colonial  produEtions  : — of  fame  articles  of  common 
ife.     Further  remarks. 

Demarara,  April. 

j1  he   commanding  officer  having  required 

me  to  wait  the   reply  of  the   commander  in 


3«5 

chief,  to  a  letter  upon  the  fubjed:  of  our  re- 
call from  thefe  colonies,  I  have  availed  myfelf 
of  the  interval,  to  make  out  a  complete  fet  of 
the  returns  and  accounts  of  the  whole  hofpi- 
tal  department,  from  the  date  of  our  arrival 
upon  this  coaft  j  and  having  toiled  at  official 
papers  for  feveral  weeks,  with  all  the  applica- 
tion of  an  office  clerk,  I  feel  that  I  cannot 
better  devote  my  remaining  leifure,  than  in 
tranfcribing  for  your  eye  a  few  notes  which 
I  have  colleded,  from  time  to  time,  upon  the 
general  fubjedt  of  thefe  colonies. 

To  an  intelligent  and  inquiring  mind, 
like  yours,  every  thing  that  concerns  mankind, 
and  the  countries  we  inhabit,  mufl;  be  ftrongly 
intcrefting — ^the  general  appearance  of  the 
territory,  —  the  falubrity  of  the  air  —  the 
common  productions,  and  the  returns  of  pro- 
duce— the  price  of  provifions — the  wages  of 
labour  —  the  laws  and  form  of  government— 
the  diftribution  of  property,  and  the  admi- 
niftration  of  juftice,  cannot  fail  to  be,  at  all 
times  queftions  of  importance,  and  hence, 
although  I  have  not  had  an  opportunity  of 
acquiring  minute  or  extenfive  information 
upon  thefe  fubjeds,  I  offer   no  apology  for 
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laying  before  you  the  few  obfervatlons  which 
I  have  been  able  to  make — affured  that  you 
will  not  deem  them  wholly  devoid  of  intereft. 

An  unfavorable  prejudice  has  been  im- 
bibed refpeding  the  climate  upon  this  coafl:  ; 
and  a  general  opinion  prevails,  as  well  in  the 
Weft  India  iflands  as  in  Europe,  that  thefe 
colonies  are  very  unhealthy  :  but  however  the 
fa6t  may  (land,  upon  a  comparifon  with  the 
genial  climate  of  Europe,  it  is  certainly  in- 
correct with  refped  to  the  neighbouring 
iflands.  Probably  it  is  a  prejudice  that  may 
date, its  origin  from  the  earlieft  fettling  of  the 
colonies ;  being  form^ed  either  from  a  fuper- 
ficial  view  of  the  low  and  muddy  furfxe  of 
the  land  ;  or  in  conTcquence  of  ficknefs  hav- 
ing prevailed  among  the  fettlers,  at  the  time 
of  firft  clearing  ihc  foil. 

Low  and  flat  countries  are  ufiially  un- 
favorable to  the  health  of  man  ;  but  the 
infilubrity  does  not  relult  as  a  necelfary  con- 
fequence  of  this  form  of  the  land  :  other 
circumftances  are  required  ;  for  unlefs  thefe 
confpire,  or,  having  confpired,  if  they  are 
removed,  the  fad  no  longer  exifts.     A  low 
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country  badly  cleared,  not  well  drained,  and 
only  brought  into  partial  cultivation,  will,  no 
doubt,  be  unhealthy :  but  a  low  country  fo 
well  cleared  and  cultivated  as  Demarara,  will 
not  be  fickly,  only  becaufe  it  is  low.  A  broken 
or  mountainous  country  may  preferve  its  falu- 
brity  in  great  meafure  from  its  form,  or  the  par- 
ticular expofure  of  its  irregular  furface :  but 
a  flat  and  low  country  ever  requires  the  aid  of 
induflry ;  and  can  only  be  made  healthy  by 
the  unceafing  toil  of  man  :  and,  herein,  is  af- 
forded a  beautiful  and  ftriking  example  of  the 
all-providing  care  of  our  great  parent — Na- 
ture :  fhe  has  made  labour  neceflary  to  the 
well-being  of  man ;  and  fhe  caufes  the  earth 
to  beftow  health  as  the  confequence  of  his 
toil ;  but  if  he  negle6ls  the  falutary  exeitions 
of  induflry,  fhe  compels  the  very  fields,  not 
only  to  reproach  his  indolence,  but  to  punifh 
him  with  ficknefs.  She  has  even  gone  fur- 
ther ;  for,  thefe  fields  which,  bereft  of  his 
health-infpiring  toil,  will  deflroy  him,  fhe 
has  particularly  empowered  to  reward  him 
with  plenty  and  riches,  if  he  denies  them  not 
the  attentions  which  fhe  has  made  neceflary 
to  the  prefervation  of  his  health. 

c  c  2 
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You  will  have  collecfted  fome  knowledge 
of  the  general  appearance,  and  the  ftate  of  cul- 
tivation of  this  coaft,  from  the  defultory  re- 
marks I  have  already  fent  you  ;  but  as  I  find 
a  few  words  upon  thefe  fubjeds,  among  my 
general  notes,  I  fhall  tranfcribe  them,  with 
the  others,  and  you  may  read  them  or  not  as 
fuits  your  leifure.  I  have  told  you  that  on 
approaching  thefe  colonies  from  the  fea,  the 
land  is  not  vifible,  until  you  come  very  near 
to  the  fhore.  The  tops  of  trees  only  are  feen  ; 
which  appear  to  be  growing  out  of  the  ocean. 
Before  the  coaft  was  brought  into  cultivation, 
the  foreft  reached  very  near  to  the  edge  of  the 
water,  and  from  the  land  being  low,  it  was 
frequently  overflowed  by  the  tides.  Now, 
there  is  a  cultivated  territory,  a  mile  and  half 
in  depth,  between  the  ocean  and  the  foreft  ; 
bur  this  is  fo  entirely  flat,  as  wholly  to  efcape 
the  eye,  and  on  failing  towards  the  coaft,  the 
trees  ftill  look  as  if  they  were  growing  within 
the  edge  of  the  fea. 

Perhaps  none  but  the  plodding  induftri- 
ous  Hollander  would  have  attempted  to  fettle 
fuch  a  country — where  wood  and  water  con- 
cealed  every   appearance   of    the  land,   and 
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feemed  to  bid  defiance  to  all  the  powers  of 
cultivation.  Nor  indeed  were  the  early  la- 
bours of  the  firft  fettlers  directed  to  this  part  of 
the  coaft.  They  failed  far  up  the  rivers,  and 
eftablilhed  the  fettlements  upon  their  more 
elevated  banks,  at  a  diftance  remote  from  the 
fea;  not  venturing  to  devote  their  induftry 
to  the  immediate  borders  of  the  ocean,  until 
they  were  prompted  to  it  by  the  enterprize  of 
more  adventurous  planters  from  the  Britifh 
iflands. 

The  whole  of  the  territory  now  brought 
into  cultivation  upon  the  coaft,  is  made-hnd. 
It  has  been  placed — I  had  almoft  faid  created, 
by  the  hand  of  man  ;  and  i^  only  preferved 
to  his  ufe  by  conftant  toil.  Numerous  ditches 
and  canals  are  cut  to  drain  the  water  from  the 
common  furface  ;  and  the  land  that  is  planted, 
is  only  the  mud  and  clay  thrown  out  of  thefe 
channels. 

An  eftate,  or  plantation,  ufually  confifts  of 
a  long  piece  of  flat  land,  about  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  in  width,  and  a  mile  and  half  in  depth, 
running  back  from  the  fea  to  the  woods.  It 
?s  bordered  by  wide  ditches,  and  traverled  by 
c  c  3 
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numbers  of  others,  and  is  thus  fonned  into 
many  feparate  divifions,  fomewhat  refembling 
an  affemblage  of  beds — fuch  as  are  ufually 
made  in  our  Englifh  gardens,  for  the  planting 
of  afparagus, 

A  deep  bank  of  earth,  called  a  dyke,  is 
thrown  up  in  front,  to  defend  the  eftate  from 
the  encroachments  of  the  fea  ;  and  a  fimilar 
bank  is  raifed  at  the  back,  to  prevent  it  from 
being  inundated  by  the  waters,  which  over- 
fpread  the  flat  furface  of  the  foreft.  The 
ditches  unite  by  frequent  interfedions,  and 
from  communicating  with  the  fea,  they  are 
filled  by  the  flowing,  and  emptied  by  the 
ebbing  of  the  tide.  Thus  the  eftate  undergoes, 
as  it  were,  a  daily  draining,  and  all  noxious 
and  ftagnant  accumulations  are  prevented. 
In  addition  to  thefe  frequent  wafnings,  it  is 
made  one  of  the  annual  duties  of  the  eftate, 
thoroughly  to  fcour  out  the  ditches  ;  when 
the  mud  that  is  removed,  forms  a  coating  of 
manure,  and  ferves  to  raife,  while  it  enriches 
the  foil ;  which  from  cultivation,  from  the 
falling  of  heavy  rains,  and  from  the  flowing 
of  the  tides  in  the  numerous  channels  around 
it,  were  it  not  for  this  fupply,  woiild  foon  wea;- 
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to  a  level,  and  be  again  a  prey  to  the  en- 
croaching waters. 

From  a  number  of  thefe  eftates  lying  con- 
tiguous to  each  other,  the  coaft  is  formed  into 
an  open,  though  narrow,  territory,  and  the  bor- 
der of  the  fea  fwells  into  one  fplendid  cotton 
field,  a  mile  and  half  deep,  and  of  nearly  feventy 
miles  extent.  The  furface  being  quite  level, 
this  immenfe  track  of  cultivated  land  opens  at 
once  to  the  eye,  and  the  fcene  is  not  lefs  rich 
than  novel.  Perhaps  a  plain  fo  fpacious,  a 
foil  fo  fertile,  and  a  produce  fo  abundant,  can? 
not  be  met  with  in  any  other  country. 

Like  the  foil  in  cultivation,  the  land 
which  forms  the  public  roads  is  only  the  mud 
and  clay  procured  from  the  ditches  that  border 
them.  They  are  of  courfe  flat,  like  the  reft 
of  the  territory,  and  running  at  the  bottom, 
or  along  the  fides  of  the  eftates,  they  form 
ftraight  lines,  and  right  angles,  throughout  the 
whole  extent  of  the  plantations,  interrupted 
only  by  the  wooden  bridges  which  crofs  the 
numerous  ditches  and  canals. 

In  allotting  the  land,  a  certain  widih  of 
c  c  4 
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territory  between  each  two  eftates,  is,  with 
much  wifdom,  referved  to  the  colony,  in  order 
to  form  what  are  here  termed  colony  paths. 
Thefe  not  only  ferve  as  common  ways,  from 
the  front  to  the  back  of  every  plantation,  but 
in  each  of  them  is  cut  a  public  canal,  which 
runs  from  the  fea,  throughout  the  whole 
depth  of  the  cultivated  land,  to  the  foreft.  By 
this  provifion  many  ufeful  purpofes  are 
anfwered  : — the  public  convenience  is  pro- 
moted, and  each  individual  planter  is  bene- 
fited. 

The  colony  path  not  only  offers  itfelf  as 
a  common  road,  from  the  fea  to  the  bufh,  but 
preferves  a  free  communication  for  any  fu- 
ture fettlers,  who  may  engage  in  the  culti- 
vation of  land  at  the  back  of  the  prefent  eftates  : 
while  the  canal,  by  means  of  flood-gates,  lets 
off  to  the  ocean,  the  water  that  lodges  in  the 
forefl:,  and  prevents  it  from  overflowing  the 
cultivated  fields  ;  bringing  at  the  fame  time, 
a  fupply  of  frefh  water,  for  the  ufe  of  the 
negroes  and  the  cattle ;  and  affording  to  the 
planters  a  ready  means  of  conveying  the  pro« 
duce  of  their  eftates  to  the  fea. 
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Although  the  general  face  of  the  colonies 
be  fuch  as  to  convey  an  unfavorable  impref- 
fion^the  peculiar  mode  of  cultivation  protects 
them    from  the  ills,  which,  upon  a  firft  view 
of  the  foil,  might  feem  to  be  threatened.  From 
the  frequent    ufe  of  the  hoe,    in  clearing  the 
crops,  fcarcely  a  weed  is  left  to  grow  up  and 
decay  ;  from  the  numerous   channels,  which 
interfedl  each  other,  the  rain  that  falls  is  carried 
off,  without  becoming  ftagnant;  from  the  flow- 
ing of  the  tide,  everything  noxious,  brought  to 
the  ditches,  is  fpeedily  removed  ;  and  from  an 
annual  fcouring,  the  channels  are  kept  peculiar- 
lyfree  from  impurities;  hence,  notwithftanding 
that  it  is  flat  and  low,  the  foil  which  is  brought 
into  cultivation  is  not  fufFcred  to  grow  fwam- 
py  :  no  oflfenfive  accumulation  is  formed  ;  nor 
does  the  mud-impregnated  water  of  the  ditches 
remain  to  grow  putrid,  and    emit  unhealthy 
vapours.       The    foil   is    always    frefh ;    the 
channels  are  free,  and  the  waters  frequently 
renewed  j    it   confequently  follows   that   the 
evils,  which  commonly  proceed  from  low  and 
negledted  ground,  are  in  a  great  meafure  pre- 
sented. 
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When  I  mentioned  as  one  of  the  advan- 
tages of  the  public  canals,  that  they  furnifh  a 
fupply  of  frefh  water  for  the  fiaves  and  the 
cattle,  I  might  have  added,  that  the  paucity  of 
good  frefh  water  is  one  of  the  greatefl  incon- 
veniences that  is  known  in  thefe  colonies ;  for 
although  the  canals  bring  frefh  water  in  plenty, 
h  is  fo  ftrongly  impregnated  with  infufed 
leaves,  and  other  vegetable  matters,  in  confe- 
quence  of  coming  from  the  foreft,that  it  is  very 
impleafant,  both  to  the  eye  and  the  palate,  and 
as  the  negroes  exprefs  it  "  no  good  for  Backra^'' 
although  thefe  poor  beings  are,  themfelves, 
obliged  to  fliare  it  with  the  cattle. 

The  river  water  is  brackifh  tothediftance 
of  many  miles  from  the  coaft :  fprings  there 
are  none ;  and  wells  would  only  fupp}y 
a  water  which  could  not  be  ufed.  Thus 
circumftanced,  the  expedient  of  preferving 
the  offerings  from  the  clouds  naturally  fuggeft- 
editfelf;  and  accordingly,  tanks,  or  cifterns, 
have  been  conftrucled  for  this  purpofe  at  al- 
moft  every  ejftate.  Some  families  preferve 
the  rain  water  in  large  earthen  jars,  in  which, 
with  much  care,  it  is  kept  good  during  the  whole 
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period  of  the  dry  feafcn.  Thofe  who  are  not 
polTelTed  of  either  jars,  or  cKl-erns,  are  obliged 
to  content  themfelves  with  the  ftrongly  ma- 
cerated infufion  of  the  forefts,  called  '*  bufli- 
water;"  or  to  fend  parties  many  miles,  with 
boats  and  callcs,  to  obtain  frefh  water  from  the 
diftant  ftreams  of  the  rivers. 

You  will  imagine  from  the  nature  of 
the  land,  that  the  crops  upon  this  coafl  muft  be 
very  abundant.  They  are  fo  in  fad  ;  and  are  far 
more  regularly  produdive,  than  in  any  others 
of  our  fettlements  in  the  VVefl  Indies.  Thefe 
colonies  llkewife  poflefs  the  great  advantage  of 
being  free  from  hurricanes  and  earthquakes, 
and  from  that  mifchievous  infed,  the  borer, 
which  in  the  iflands  fo  often  deftroys  the 
canes.  They  are  alfo  exempt  from  great 
droughts,  v/hich  are  fo  frequently  injurious 
to  the  illands,  and,  in  confequence  of  being 
open  to  the  breeze,  they  are  lefs  liable  to  fre- 
quent and  fudden  changes  of  temperature  : — 
neither  hills,  nor  rocks,  nor  woods  offer  any 
impediment  to  the  grateful  trades,  which 
kindly  come  to  them  from  the  ocean,  and  are 
fcarcely  ever  abfent  throughout  the  w^hole  an- 
Aual  circle. 
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The  year  is  commonly  divided  into  two 
wet  and  two  dry  feafons.  The  long  wet  fea- 
fon  begins  in  April,  declines  in  Auguft,  and 
ceafes  in  September.  The  roads  are  then  dry, 
and  the  weather  fine  until  the  middle  of  No- 
vember ;  when  the  fhort  wet  feafon,  fets  in, 
and  continues  till  January.  From  the  middle 
of  January  until  the  latter  end  of  April,  the 
weather  is  dry,  the  atmofphere  clear  and  pure, 
and  the  climate  bright  and  genial.  The  roads 
are  then  good,  the  breeze  is  fteady  and  power- 
ful, the  air  comparatively  cool,  and  the  tem- 
perature fubjecl  to  little  variation. 

In  thcfe  colonies  laws  are  made,  and  ads 
pafTed  by  the  governor  and  council — the  go- 
vernor having  two  votes. 

The  members  of  council  are  chofen  by 
keizers,  or  eledors ;  thefe  being  appointed  by 
the  inhabitants — each  inhabitant,  pofielTed  of 
property,  to  the  amount  of  fix  hundred  guil- 
ders per  annum,  being  entitled  to  a  vote. 


To  qualify  a    perfon  for  being  eleded  a 
9  member  of  council,  it  is  requifite  that  he  be 
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a  freeholder,  and  a  proteflant  ;  that  he  fhall 
have  refided  three  years  in  the  colony ;  and 
that  he  underftand  the  Dutch  language. 

The  council  framing  laws,  is  called  a 
court  of  policy  ;  and  this  court  is  of  a  mixed 
form,  refembling  a  combination  of  the  houfe 
of  aflembly,  and  the  governor  and  council  of 
ihe  Britifh  colonies. 

The  court  of  juilice,  like  the  leglHative 
and  executive,  Is  compofed  of  the  governor, 
and  of  counfellors  elected  by  the  keizers. 
This  court  takes  cognizance  of  all  civil  and 
criminal  caufes,  and  admits  of  no  appeal,  except 
to  the  Sovereign. 

A  commlflary  court  is  eftablifhed  for  the 
adjufttnent  of  petty  offences,  and  for  the  deci- 
fion  of  all  queftions  of  property  below  the 
value  of  600  guilders.  This  court  confifts  of 
two  members  of  the  court  of  juftice,  who  are 
appointed  in  rotation,  the  Governor  nominally 
prefiding.  The  fifcal  is  the  a<5llve  officer  of 
this  court.  It  is  his  duty  to  announce,  or 
impofe  the  fines  j  but  he  has  no  power  to  levy 
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them.  If  they  are  refifted,  he  ferves  the  par- 
ties with  a  citatioiij  and  they  appeal  to  the 
commiflary  court.    ' 

The  fifcal  is  the  great  law  officer,  and 
may  be  confidered  as  the  attorney  and  foHcitor 
general  of  the  colony.  His  powers  and  pri- 
veleges  are  very  confiderable,  and  his  influ- 
ence, of  courfe,  extenfive. 

The  country  is  divided  into  a  certain 
number  of  diflri6ts,  with  a  burgher  captain 
appointed  to  each,  on  whom  devolves  the 
more  immediate  execution  of  the  public  regu- 
lations, whether  made  for  the  particular  conve- 
nience of  the  refpediive  diftrids,  or  for  the 
common  benefit  of  the  colony  at  large. 

It  is  a  regulation — or  call  it  a  law  of  the 
colony,  that  each  planter  fliall  keep  In  repair 
that  portion  of  the  public  road,  together  with 
its  bridges,  which  erodes  or  pafTes  at  the  end  of 
his  own  eflate.  But  inflead  of  overfeers,. 
or  furveycrs  of  the  road  being  appointed,  it 
is  made  the  duty  of  the  fifca],  to  travel 
throughout  the  colony,  twice  in  every  year, 
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for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  Infpeding  the  roads 
and  bridges,  and  impofmg  fines  upon  the 
owners  of  fuch  as  are  not  found  to  be  in  good 
repair. 

In  thefe  vifits  of  infpetSlion  the  law  re- 
quires that  he  fhall  be  accompanied  by  a  bur- 
gher officer,  and  a  clerk  from  the  govern- 
ment fecretary's  office  ;  the  former  to  ap- 
prove, the  latter  to  witnefs  fuch  approval,  and 
to  note  the  fines  impofed.  This  control  would 
feem  to  be  highly  neceifary,  as  certain  propor- 
tions of  thefe  fines  become  the  perquifite  of 
the  fifcal,  and  ferve  to  enrich  his  own  purfe. 

The  planters,  upon  receiving  notice  of  the 
fines,  thus  levied,  have  the  privilege  of  refift- 
ijng  the  payment  of  them  :  in  which  cafe  the 
fifcal  refers  the  queftion  to  the  commifiarv 
court,  and  himfelf  pleads  the  caufe,  as  llie 
principal  law^-off.cer  of  the  colony.  But  it 
frequently  happens,  that  by  offering  a  third, 
or  a  half  of  the  fine,  the  affair  is  comDromif- 
ed — the  fifcal  filenced — his  pocket  fatisfied— " 
and  all  further  appeal  to  the  court  of  juftlce 
prevented. 
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The  regulation,  has,  however,  the  effed: 
of  keeping  the  public  roads  in  very  excellent 
repair  ;  for,  knowing  how  very  improbable  it 
is,  that  the  leaft  defed:  can  efcape  the  pene- 
trating and  interefted  eye  of  the  fifcal,  each 
planter  is  particularly  attentive  to  the  high- 
ways and  the  bridges  *. 

All* grants  of  land,  in  thefe  colonies,  are 
made  from  the  States  General  of  the  United 
Provinces  ;  and  they  commonly  confill  of  lots, 
either  of  250,  or  500  acres,  laid  out  in  the 
above  mentioned  regular  form,  which  is  fa- 
vored by  the  fituation,  and  flatnefs  of  the  land. 
In  front,  towards  the  fea,  each  eilate  is 
about  1200  Dutch  f  feet  in  width  ;  and  in 
length,  back  from  the  fea  into  the  foreft,  or 

*  This  regulalon,  which  certainly  had  its  ad\'antages, 
has  been  found  a  fource  of  cavil  and  vexation,  and  it  has 
fince  been  made  an  order  of  government  that  the  fifcal 
fliould  have  his  fpecific  reward,  and  the  whole  of  the 
fines  be  devoted  to  the  ways  and  means  of  the  colony. 
But  it  is  to  be  feared,  that  this  arrangement  may  make 
him  lefs  zealous  in  executing  the  duty,  and  that  the  roads 
and  bridges  may  not,  henceforth,  be  found  in  fuch  excel- 
lent repair. 

f  1  he  Dutch  vveit^hts  and  mesfurss  exceed  by  about 
^^  part  thofe  of  England. 
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bufli  9000  feet.     In  Berbifche   many  of  the 
grants  are   1800  feet  wide,  and    i2,oco  feet 
deep.     On  granting  the  land  it  is   ftipulated 
that  the  plantation  fhall  be  advanced  to  a  cer- 
tain ftate  of  cultivation  by  a  given  period,  un- 
der the  penalty  of  being  forfeited  at  the  expira- 
tion of  that  period,  if  not  cultivated  to  the  ex- 
tent fpeclfied  J  and  by  way  of  encouragement  to 
the  planter,  a  fecond  depth,  further  into  the 
foreft,  of  equal  extent,  and  immediately  at  the 
back  of  the  other,  is  ufually  granted  to  the  per- 
fon  who  holds  the  firft  depth  from  the  fea,  fo 
foon  as  it  Ihall  be  certified,  by  the  two  neigh- 
bouring planters,  that   two-thirds  of  the  firft 
grant  are  brought  into  good  cultivation,  and 
that  the  new  grant  will  not  be  in    any  wife 
injurious  to  them.     Some  gentlemen  are  now 
in  pofleflion  of  thefe   double  plantations   of 
18,000  feet  ;  but,  for  the  moft  part,  only  the 
fmgle  eftates  of  gooo  feet  are  yet  made  obe-, 
dient  to  the  hoe. 

Thus  you  will  perceive,  that  thefe 
rich  colonies  are  merely  a  narrow  ftrip  of 
land,  upon  the  border  of  the  Atlantic  Ocean? 
bounded  by    a    deep   foreft,   which    extends 
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acrofs  the   v/hole   continent    to    the   Pacific 
Ocean. 

The  Dutch  upon  originally  eftablifliing 
the  feltlements,  as  I  have  already  faid,  culti- 
tivated  only  the  banks  of  the  rivers,  and  until 
withjn  the  laft  twelve  or  fifteen  years,  fcarcely 
any  plantations  were  formed  upon  the  eoaft. 
It  is  fince  this  period  that  Englifh  adventure 
has  tauglu  the  plodding  Hollander  that  he 
had  overlooked  his  beft  interefts,  in  not  be- 
ftowing  his  induftry  upon  the  immediate 
border  of  the  ocean  ;  and  the  fea  fhore  al- 
ready exhibits  one  rich  and  fertile  field, 
nearly  throughout  the  whole  extent,  from  the 
riv£r  Demarara  to  the  river  Berbifche= 

It  is  now  believed  that,  in  the  courfe  of 
a  few  years,  the  borders  of  the  rivers  will  be 
totally  abandoned,  and,  inftead  of  being  en- 
riched with  coffee  and  fugar,  will  be  left  a 
prey  to  the  wild  woods.  In  fuch  event  a 
very  {hort  time  would  efface  every  mark  of 
human  induflry,  and  ftrangers  would  be  un- 
able to  difcover  that  the  arm  of  man  had  ever 
extended  thither  ;  for  fo  rapid  is  the  progrefs 
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of  vegetation,  that  the  land  Is  only  held  fub- 
fervient  to  ufeful  purpofes  by  the  unremitted 
toil  of  flaves,  which  being  once  withdrawn, 
it  wouWJ  Ipeedily  revert  to  its  original  wild- 
nel's,  and  a^;ain  become  a  part  of  one  vaft  and 
favjg;e  fore  ft. 

"''"^  colony   of  Berbifche   was  the  firft 
fe  but  tbat  of  Demarara  has  proceeded 

tv-  if  the  rnoft  rapid  improvement.     The 

Ti  -r  of  eitatcs  njw  in  cultivation  upon 
i\  d-c(\a^,  trcmi  the  Demarara  river  to  the 
h  -T  of  ihe  colony  of  Berbifche,  is  one  hun- 
d.J  auv!  fixtcen  ;  all  of  which  are  planted 
\w:,.o  cotton,  except  the  "  Kitty"  belonging 
to  Mr.  T.  Cuming,  which  has  been  recently 
planted  with  fugar  *.  This  part  of  the  co- 
lony is  divided  into  four  diflrids,  the  Burgher 
Captains,  prefiding  over  which,  are  all  Britifh 
planters,  viz.  :  Mr.  Lochland  Cuming,  Mr. 
Rogers,  Mr.  Telfer,  and  Mr.  Sutherland. 

It  were  fcarcely  neceflary  to  remark  to 
you  that   coffee,   cotton,  and  fugar   are   the 

*  Since  thefe  notes  were  v/ritten  the  number  of 
eftates  has  much  increafed,  and  feveral  that  were  only 
planted  with  cotton,  now  produce  the  moft  luxuriant 
crops  of  fugar. 

D  D  g 


4-4 

great,  and  almofl:  only  commercial  produdions 
of  the  colony.  The  average  produce  of  the 
80  beft  cotton  eftares,  is  calculated  at  from 
5o,ooolb.  to  6c,ooolb.  weight,  each,  of  cot- 
ton per  annum.  In  the  cultivation  of  this 
plant  one  prime  negro  is  confidered  as  fuffi- 
clent  ftock  for  two  acres  of  land.  The  aver- 
age number  of  cotton  bufhes,  planted  upon 
an  acre,  is  fix  hundred.  Each  bufh  is  cal- 
culated to  produce  eight  ounces  of  cotton  ; 
and  the  average  price  of  cotton,  fold  in  the 
colony,  is  eftimated  at  fifteen  flivers  per 
pound. 

The  requifite  proportion  of  ftock,  for 
an  eftate  cultivated  with  coffee,  is  two  ?iegroes 
to  three  acres  of  land.  The  number  of  coffee 
bufhes  ufually  planted  is  four  hundred  and 
fifty  per  acre.  Each  bufti  is  calculated  to 
produce  I  lb.  of  coffee — and  the  average  price, 
when  fold  in  the  colony,  is  from  feven  to  eight 
flivers  per  pound. 

The  cultivation  of  fugar  is  the  moft  ex- 
penfive,  and  requires  confiderably  the  greatefl: 
proportion  of  ftock — one  prime  negro  being 
neceffary  to  every  acre  of  land.     The  average 
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feturn  of  an  eftate,  planted  with  fugar,  is 
50I.  fterllng  per  acre,  being  2000I.  weight 
of  fugar  at  four-pence  per  pound,  and  rum 
in  proportion. 

The  domeftic  fowls  and  animals  {een  m 
thefe  colonies  are  the  fame  as  thofe  of  Europe, 
but  we  find  that  the  Mofcovy  duck,  and  the 
Guinea  fowl  are  much  more  commonly  ufed 
than  in  England.  Only  very  few  of  the  birds, 
or  beads  of  the  furrounding  woods,  have  yet 
been  domefticated,    and    thefe,    not   for  the 
purpofe    of    utility,     but    amufement  —  the 
monkey  and  parrot  tribes  being    almoft   the 
only  fpecies    feen    about   the    houfes.       The 
horfe,  the  fheep,  the  dog,  and  the  other  ani- 
mals  which  are   ufually  affociated   with  the 
family  circle,  and   made  fubfervient  to   man, 
are  not  the  native  inhabitants  of  thefe  forefts  ; 
but,    poiTibly,    there    may    be    others    v./hich 
might  be  brought  into  focial  habit?,  and  made 
to  contribute  to  our  Vv'ants.     DomePiic  birds 
it  is  known  there  are  ;  for  we  occafionally  fee, 
in  that  ftate,  the  native  ducks  of  the  rivers,  and 
what  is   here  called  the  powys,  or  turkey  of 
the  woods,  v/hich  is  a  more  ftately  bird,  and 
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nearly   as    large    as  the  eommon  turkey  of 
Europe. 

With  refped  to  the  Natural  Hiftory  of 
the  country,  a  wider  field  feems  to  be  opened 
in  botany  and  zoology,  than  in  mineralogy, 
for  while  the  animal  and  vegetable  tvorlds 
Sire  abundantly  flored,  fcarcely  fuch  a  thing' 
as  a  ftone  or  a  pebble  can  be  found  in  any 
part  of  the  colonies  yet  cultil^ated.  1  lament 
exceedingly  that  my  occupations  will  not 
allow  me  more  time  to  devote  to  thefe  fub- 
jeds;  and,  on  this  ground,  I  have  particularly 
to  regret  being  feparated  from  my  baggage, 
having  left  behind  me  two  large  boxes  of 
books,  the  lofs  of  which  I  feel  very  feverely. 

Delightful  as  the  ftudy  is,  perhaps  no  ex- 
tenfive  progrefs  can  be  expeded  to  be  made  in 
the  different  branches  of  the  natural  hiftory  of 
the  country,  fo  long  as  it  ihall  continue  to  be 
vifited  only  from  views  of  pecuniary  gain. 
P>en  the  enthufiafm  which  attaches  to  new 
difcoveries,  can  induce  but  few  to  toil  in  fuch 
a  climate,  in  the  mere  purfuits  of  fcience  ; 
and,  accordingly,  v/e  fee  that  it  is  the  objed 
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of  thofe,  who  do  hazard  their  perfons,  to 
devote  themfelves  to  the  means  of  acquiring 
a  competent  fortune,  to  enable  them  to  re- 
tire, as  fpeedily  as  poffible,  to  enjoy  the  fruits 
of  it  under  a  more  temperate  fun. 

It  is  not  only  v/ith  exceffive  heat  and 
difcafe  that  thofe  who  vifit  thefe  regions  have 
to  contend  !  The  extreme  annoyance,  from 
whole  tribes  of  infedts  and  reptiles  is  even 
lefs  fuppoi  table,  to  many,  than  the  exhauding 
warmth  of  the  climate.  In  truth  I  may  fay 
it  is  fo  to  myfelf,  for  the  general  buzzing,  the 
biting,  ftinging,  creeping,  and  crawling  of 
thefe  tormenting  objeds,  diftrefs  me  far  more 
than  the  heat,  or  any  apprehenfion  of  dif- 
eafe.  We  are  bitten,  ftung,  or  overrun  by  day, 
and  by  night,  and  expofed  to  inceffant  pain  and 
difcomfort,  unlefs  eonftantly  upon  the  watch, 
or  carefully  proteded  by  fome  defenfive  cover- 
ing ;  being  perpetually  befjt  with  myriads  of 
flies,  ants,  mufquitoes,  cockroaches,  lizards, 
JackSpaniards  *, fire-flies,  centipedes, &c.&c.; 
which,  in  addition  to  their  bites  and  ftin^-s. 
fly  in  our  faces,  crawl  about  our  pei-fons,  and 

*  A  large  fpecles  of  wafp. 
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make  an  intolerable  buzzing  in  our  ears.  In 
an  evening,  and  particularly  after  rain,  the 
confufed  noife  of  thefe  humming  hofts  is  very 
peculiarly  difagreeable.  It  conveys  the  idea 
of  breathing  in  an  atmofphere  of  founds,  or 
amidft  one  great  and  animated  hive,  vv^here 
every  created  infed:  joins  in  full  chorus — the 
enormous  frog  of  the  country  croaking  the 
bafe,  in  a  voice  which  refembles  the  loud 
bellowings  of  an  ox.-— Vaftly  agreeable,  me- 
thinks  I  hear  you  exclaim,  for  any  one  troubled 
with  nervous  fenfations,  or  what  are  vulgarly 
called  the  fidgets  ! 

From  the  great  fertility  of  the  foil ;  from 
the  uninterrupted  regularity  of  the  crops,  and 
their  abundant  produce  ;  and  from  the  im- 
menfe  extent  of  territory  capable  of  being 
brought  into  cultivation,  thefe  colonies  may 
be  regarded  as  the  mod  valuable  capture 
which  has  yet  been  made  during  the  war, 
and  perhaps  that  which  it  might  be  moft  to 
the  advantage  of  England  to  preferve,  to  her- 
felf,  upon  the  return  of  peace. 

The  number  of  flaves,  at  this  period,  in^ 
the  united  colony   of  Eflequibo  and  Dema- 
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rara,  is  fifty- five  thoufand  *'.  The  greateft 
number  poflefled  by  any  individual  is  nearly 
2000.  Thefe  are  the  property  of  Mynheer 
Boode,  a  planter  living  upon  the  wefiern 
coaft  of  the  Demarara  river  ;  a  man  of  im- 
menfe  fortune,  who  is  faid  to  have  been  ori- 
ginally a  drum-boy,  in  the  Dutch  fervice,  and 
to  have  come  to  this  colony  from  Surinam, 
whither  he  had  arrived  with  the  troops  from. 
Holland.  Here,  by  a  fteady  perfeverance  in 
fuccefsful  induftry,  he  has  been  enabled  to 
acquire  a  fortune,  which  is  reprefented  as 
princely  indeed  ;  it  being  faid  to  amount  to 
nearly  50,0001.  fterling,  per  annum. 

Of  the  daily  wages  of  labour  it  were  dif- 
ficult to  fpeak,  with  any  degree  of  accuracy, 
in  a  country  where  the  work  is  done  by  Haves. 
I  have  already  mentioned  to  you  an  inflance 
of  the  exorbitant  price  of  w^ages  among  the 
labouring  clafs  of  carpenters,  and  this  may 
ferve  as  a  fpecimen  of  the  rate  of  hire  given 
to  others.  The  lower  clafles  of  white  people 
are  moftly  mechanics,  or  artifans,  and  thefe 
obtain  high    and   extravagant  wages    in   all 

*  Alreafly  increafed  to  upwards  of  80,000. 
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parts  of  the  Weft  Indies.      White  labouring 
peaiants,  or  hufbandmen,  are  here  unknown. 
The   mulattoes,    Hkewife,  are,    for  the   moft 
part,  bred  to   fome  handicraft   employment, 
and  very  few  of  them  are  feen  to  toil  their 
daily  round   in  the  field  :  the   tilling  of  the 
land,  thererefore,    and    all    the    menial,    and 
lower  degrees  of  labour,  aire  performed  by  the 
negro  flaves,  who  themfelves,  equally   with 
the  implements  of  their  toil,  are  the  fole  and 
difpofable  property  of  their  mafters;    where- 
fore, in  order  to  afcertain  the  wages  of  labour, 
it  would  be  necefTary  to  calculate   the   coft 
of  the  flave,  his  provifions,  and  clothing  — 
the  expence  of  the  implements  he   ufes — the 
rifk  of  ficknefs,  and  of  cafualtles — and  the  in- 
tereft  of  money,  and  thence  to  draw  the  ratio 
of  expenditure,  or  the  fum  employed  to  pro- 
cure his  daily  toil. 

But  it  fometimes  happens  that  perfons 
buy  flaves,  who  have  neither  land  for  them 
to  cultivate,  nor  any  other  means  of  employ- 
ing them  ;  they  therefore  let  them  out  to 
hire,  by  the  month  or  the  year.  Some 
even  purchafe  negroes  exprefsly  for  this  pur- 
pofe  ;    and  lay  the  foundation  of  their  for- 
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tunes  by  felling  the  toil  of  African?,  who 
are  thus  made  to  fweat  drops  of  gold  for 
their  owners,  under  the  lafli  of  other  maf- 
ters.  The  profit  obtained  from  the  labour 
of  a  Have,  who  coils  about  eighty  pound?, 
is  ufually  from  twenty  to  twenty- two  guineas 
per  annum,  all  expence  of  food,  and  of  me- 
dicines when  fick,  being  defrayed,  throughout 
the  term  for  which  he  is  engaged,  by  the 
perfon  who  hires  him. 

Upon  making  minute  inquiry  I  under- 
ftand  that  the  hire  of  a  negro  may  be  fairly  efti- 
mated  at  about  two  guilders  for  a  fmgle  day  ; 
if  engaged  for  feveral  weeks,  at  one  guilder 
per  day  ;  and  when  hired  for  a  longer  period, 
it  may  be  rated  at  about  250,  or  nearly  300 
guilders  per  annum. 

The  compenfation  of  profefTional  labour 
bears  a  due  proportion  to  the  high  profits  ac- 
quired by  the  merchants  and  planters.  From 
the  population  being  very  limited,  and  the 
inhabitants  not  yet  crowded  into  towns,  the 
medical  praditioners  are  feldom  rewarded 
with  regular  fees  for  their  attendance  j    but 
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are  commonly  allowed  an  annual  falary  for 
their  fervices — thus  eftabllfhing  a  kind  of 
fixed  income,  which  depends  upon  the  num- 
ber of  eftates  regularly  under  their  infpeclion, 
and  not  upon  the  number  of  fick,  whom  they 
may  have  to  vifit. 
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PRICE  OF  PROVISIONS 

IN  THE    COLONY  OF  DEMARARA. 
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ollars, 

.     Bits. 

£■ 

s. 

d. 

Bread  (rarely  to  be  putchafed) 

I  per  Hi.        ( 

3r  - 

' 

5 

Pork                 ...         - 

2^     d». 

- 

I 

1 

Beef  or  mutton  (feldom  to  be  procured) 

3  or  4      de. 

- 

I 

6 

Milk  (vvorfe  than  in  London) 

I  per  pint 

- 

- 

5 

Cheefe  (brought  from  England) 

4  per  lib. 

- 

I 

8 

Salt  butter            -          -         - 

4   do. 

- 

I 

8 

A  Turkey                   -              -           - 

5 

or  6 

- 

I 

S 

o 

A  Duck                 -          - 

12        - 

- 

5 

o 

A  Fowl 

I 

- 

. 

4 

8 

Ham  (brought  from  England) 

4  per  lib. 

. 

I 

S 

Loaf-fugar  (coarfe) 

6      do. 

- 

2 

6 

Tea  (green) 

4f 

do. 

I 

I 

o 

Apples  (brought  from  America) 

^ferdcz. 

- 

I 

S 

Onions  (^j.) 

I      do. 

- 

- 

5 

Small  tarts  (fuch  as  are  fold  in  England 

for  a  penny) 

X     each 

. 

_ 

5 

Madeira  wine 

I 

-per  boith 

- 

4 

8 

Claret                 -                 -         - 

J 

do. 

. 

4 

S 

torter                 -             - 

6      do. 

- 

2 

6 

PRODUCTIONS  OF  THE  COLONY. 


Plantains                  -                  -  I  or  i|^  per  bunch  -  -  $ 

Yams               -                  -                  _                          I  per  gal,  ~  '  5 

Zddoes         -             .                  -                                 2     do.  -  -  lo 

Sweet  Potatoes                   -                                          i         do.  -  -  ^ 

Oranges  (brought  to  the  door)                                       i  per  dez,  -  -  5 

Pines                  do.                  -                                        2  for  three  -  -  la 

Indian  corn                  -              -  ^  oi  ,^  per  100  het^ds  -  i  6 
Grafs  (trefli  cut,    of  which    a    horfe 

will  eat  5  or  6  bundles  in  a  day)                        i  per  bundle  .  -  5 

Cotton                                   -              -                             3     per  lib.  -  I  3 

Coffee         -                  -              -                                    i\         do.  -  -  -ji 

Sugar  (freih  made  in  the  country)                                      do,  -  -  4 


or     4  13 

4 

I     8 

0 

1  17 

♦ 

I  12 

8 

-  14 

- 

7    7 

• 

3    19 

4 
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ARTICLES  OF  COMMON  USE. 

Joes.  Dollars.    Bits.  ^,    *    i. 

4  coat  (rtad^  made,  and  of  very  cofl^- 

mon  cloth)  z\ 

A  fcirt  (ready  made  and  coarre)  6 

A  hat  .  .  J 

Apr.  of  boots    (American,  and  of  very 

bad  leather)  »  «  7 

A  pr.  of  Ihoes  (very  bad)  3 

A  faddle  (plain)  -  3  or4 

A  Biidle  (plain  and  neat)  «  17 

Cabinet  wares,  and  houfehold  furniture 
are  extravagantly  dear.  All  articles  of  iron, 
or  polifhed  fteel  foon  become  fpoiled,  in  confc- 
quence  of  the  fea  air  ;  hence  it  is  common  to 
have  the  hardware  tinned  or  plated — Even 
keys,  knives,  cork-fcrews  and  the  like,  whe- 
ther left  in  the  room  or  worn  in  the  pocket, 
are  fcon  covered  with  ruft,  and  without  con- 
ftant  care,  are  rendered  ufelefs. 
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LETTER    XXVIII. 

Concerti'wg  the  feafoningy  or  yelloiu fever. 

April. 

As  you  exprefs  a  (Irong  intereft  regarding 
the  malady  which  has  committed  fuch  afBidl- 
ip.g  ravages  in  our  army,  and  defire  to  have 
a  letter  devoted  exclufively  to  the  fubjed,  I 
now  proceed  to  lay  before  you  a  fummary, 
which,  although  it  may  nOt  afford  you  any 
additional  information,  may  ferve  as  a  recapi- 
tulation of  what  has  been  already  tranfmitted 
to  you,  from  time  to  time,  in  my  frequent 
pommunications.  Jfhali  confine  myfelf  prin- 
cipally to  what  concerns  the  nature  of  the 
difeafe,  feeling  that  a  minute  detail  of  the 
fymptoms,  and  mode  of  treatment  would  not 
only  be  lefs  interefting,  but  perhaps  very  tedi- 
ous to  you. 

After  all  that  I  have  been  able  to  obferve, 
with  refpe£t  to  this  dread  complaint,  I  think 
that,  regarding  it  as  a  malady  of  the  Weft 
India  colonies,  it  may,  corredly,  be  faid  to  be 
the  effe(3:  of  climate,  operating  upoa  exotic 
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bodies.  It  Is  the  fever  of  the  country- — 
an  endemial  malady,  which  attacks  thofe, 
moft  feverely,  whofe  general  vigour,  and 
whofc  firmnefs,  or  denfity  of  fibre  offer  the 
ftrongeO:  refiftance.  To  look  for  it  in  iliips 
and  vellels,  or  to  ftrain  the  eye  acrofs  the 
ocean,  in  order  to  fix  its  birth-place  upon 
the  oppofite  coaft  of  the  Atlantic,  or  to  trace 
its  defcent  from  the  fliores  of  the  Indian  feasj 
\vere  to  overlook  the  reality  in  fearch  of  a 
phantom. — It  needs  no  foreign  parent  :  the 
prolific  earth  is  its  mother — its  father  the 
bright  God  who  governs  the  day. 

When  Europeans  firft  take  up  their  refi- 

dence  in  the  Weft  Indies,  it  is  ufual  for  them, 

fooner  or  later  after  their  arrival,  to  undergo 

an  attack  of  fever,  which,  in  times  of  peace 

and  tranquillity,  when,  as  they  are  called,  the 

"  ?iew  coj7?ers^^  are  but  few,  is  termed  a  ^^Jea- 

foning-fever'''' — but,    in  times   of  war,    when, 

from  great   multitudes   arriving  at   the  fame 

period,  its  deftrudlive  effects  are  m.ore  (triking, 

is  baptized  with  the  terrific  name  of — "  j^/Zcic; 

fever  ;" — but,  whether  denominatedy^t7/S;//;;^, 

yellow,  Bulamy  or  Siam^  or  marked  by  any  other 

appellation,   it  is   only  the  common   bilious 
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fever  of  hot  climates :  and  it  appears  under 
an  intermittent,  a  remittent,  or  a  continued 
form,  according  to  the  foil  and  fituation  of 
the  place ;  or  the  habit  of  body,  and  other 
circumftances  of  the  perfon  attacked.  In  ne- 
groes and  Creoles  it  is  frequently  an  ague — ia 
thofe  who  are  in  a  degree  acclimates  a  remit- 
tent— and  in  new-comers  a  coti tinned,  or  as  it 
is  commonly  termed,  a  j^<?//ote'-fever— preferv- 
ing,  in  each  cafe,  a  diftindl  type  throughout  its 
courfe ;  while,  in  other  inftances  of  its  attack 
upon  Europeans,  it  fhifts  its  form,  and  runs 
its  progrefs  with  the  moft  uncertain  irregu- 
larity :  in  proof  of  which  I  may  remark  that 
it  has  happened  to  myfelf  to  receive  newly 
arrived  foldiers  into  the  hofpital,  at  one  and 
the  fame  time,  with  this  feafoning  malady, 
under  all  the  varieties  of  its  intermittent,  re- 
mittent, and  continued  form  ;  and,  although 
each  has  been  differently  attacked,  all  of  them 
have  died,  in  the  courfe  of  only  a  few  days, 
with  every  fymptom  of  the  moft  malignant 
jl'^//ow-fever. 

Nature,  in  her  all-preferving  care,  hath 
endowed  the  human  frame  with  the  power  of 
accomodating  itfclf  to  all  the  various  climates, 

YCL.   III.  E  E 
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upon  the  habitable  regions  of  our  globe ;  yet 
hath  fhe  more  exprefsly  adapted  our  organs  to 
the  particular  climate  in  which  fhe  hath  Ra- 
tioned us :  fo  conftituting  the  nice  and  deli- 
cate movements  of  the  animal  machine,  that 
we  cannot,  without  peril,  expofe  ourfelves  to 
fudden  or  violent  tranfitions. 

To  the  inhabitants  of  different  regions  is 
given  a  fomething  of  conftitutional  difference, 
which  it  were  difficult  precifely  to  define  :  but 
it  belongs  to  a  certain  original  conformation, 
creating  a  difference  of  fibre  or  flam.ina,  which 
more  particularly  befits  the  body  for  the  fpe- 
cific  region,  in  which  it  is  defigned  to  move. 
Yet,  while  much  is  attributed  to  our  parent 
Nature,  it  ought  not  to  be  forgotten  that  habit 
is  our  fofter-m other,  and  that  fhe  follows  na- 
ture very  clofely,  in  her  influence  upon  the 
human  frame  ;  and  hence  it  is  that  by  long 
refidence,  and  fimilarity  of  purfuit,  fo  near  an 
approach  to  this  fpecific  and  original  flruc- 
ture  may  be  acquired,  as  to  promote  healthy 
adlion,  in  a  being  removed  to  a  foreign 
and  even  to  an  ungenial  climate  :  ftill,  this 
is  only  the  yielding  of  a  body  originally  dif- 
ferent; for  the  afTimilation  is  never  fo  com- 
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plete  as  to  be  in  all  refpeds  the  fame.  The 
conftltution  of  a  negro  from  Africa,  or  the 
Weft  Indies,  never  becomes  entirely  Britifh, 
although  he  refide  in  England  the  greater  part 
of  his  days  :  and  however  much  an  European, 
by  long  refidence  in  the  Weft  Indies,  be 
brought  to  refemble  a  creole,  he  can  never 
acquire,  precifely,  the  conftitution  of  a  native  : 
fome  marks  of  original  conformation  v^ill  ftill 
remain,  and  a  fomething,  even  in  his  general 
appearance,  to  diftinguifh  him. 

Nor  is  this  difference  of  organization 
confined  to  the  human  fubjedt :  other  animal 
bodies,  and  alfo  vegetables  differ  in  their 
ftru£ture  and  external  appearance,  in  different 
climates.  The  wool  of  fheep,  removed  from 
a  northern  region  to  the  Weft  Indies,  becomes 
hair;  and  the  almoft  taftelefs  potatoe  of  Eu- 
rope affumes  a  ftrong  faccharine  flavour  from 
tropical  culture. 

The  influence  of  the  atmofphere,  not  only 
in  different  climates,  but  under  its  various 
changes  in  the  fame  climate  is,  at  all  moments, 
and  in  all  countries,  far  greater  than  common 
opinion  fuppofes :    nor  has  the  attention  of 

E   E  2 
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medical  men  been  fufficiently  diredled  to  this 
circumflance,  although  it  is  of  great  magni- 
tude. Hypochondriacs,  perfons  fubjeO.  to 
rheumatifm,  or  afthma,  and  thofe  afflldled 
with  painful  thickenings  of  the  cuticle,  (ufually 
termfd  corns,)  become  exquifitely  fenfible  of 
the  flightefl  variations  in  the  ftate  of  the  at- 
mofphere  ;  and  from  hence  it  may  be  con- 
cluded, that  it  cannot  but  operate,  at  all 
moments,  with  a  powerful  efFed:  upon  the 
tender  fibres  of  our  delicately  organized  vef- 
fels  ;  and  if,  in  our  native  region,  the  influ- 
ence be  fo  confiderable,  how  infinitely  im- 
portant mud  it  be,  when  the  body  is  expofed 
to  the  flronger  impreflions  of  an  unnatural 
climate 

*' where  the  fun,  with  downward  torrid  ray, 

Kills  with  the  barb'rous  glories  of  the  day." 

Without  entering  more  minutely  into  the 
fubje(St,  w^hich  might  fwell  my  letter  into  a 
volume,  fuffice  it  to  remark,  that  there  appears 
to  be  a  certain  gradation  in  the  tone,  or  firm- 
nefs  of  the  animal  fibre,  as  we  proceed  from  the 
hotter  through  the  more  temperate  regions  ; 
not  following  in  exad:  mathematical  propor- 
tion, but  fufliciently  manifeft  to  form  fome 
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ftandard  for  general  obfervation  ;  and,  per- 
haps, fufBcient  to  fan^bicn  the  aflumption  that 
the  denfity  or  laxity  of  the  human  fibre  bears 
an  intimate  alliance  with  the  temperature  of 
the  climate,  with  refpe^S  to  heat  or  cold  ; 
although  it  may  be  influenced,  likevvile,  in 
no  inconfiderable  degree,  by  other  circum- 
ftances  ;  fuch  as  the  drynefs  or  moifture  of  the 
atmofphere,  the  ftate  of  the  foil,  the  manner 
of  clothing,  and  the  habits  purfued.  In  the 
colder  regions  towards  the  poles,  the  fibre  is 
firmer,  the  circulation  of  the  fluids  flower,  and 
the  fecretions  more  languid ;  while  in  the 
warmer  regions,  near  the  equator,  the  fibre  is 
lax,  refpiration  quicker,  the  circulation  more 
rapid,  and  the  fecretions  more  copious,  and 
more  fpeedily  performed.  In  order,  therefore, 
to  fit  the  conftitution  of  a  polar  inhabitant  for 
a  tropical  climate,  or  to  accommodate  the 
fyftem  of  a  tropical  Inhabitant  to  a  polar  at- 
mofphere, it  is  needful  that  the  change  fhould 
be  gradual,  that  the  necefl^ary  denfity  or  laxity 
be  induced,  with  as  little  rifk  as  pofl^iblc  of 
diforganizatiTon,  and  confequent  diflblution*. 

*  It  is  probable  that  our  troops  might  be  rendered 
nearly  as  efFedtive  for  fcrvice  In  the  Weft  Indies,  as  in 
Europe,  were  it  poflible,  in  all  cafes,  to  prepare  them  for 

E  E  -; 
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It  not  only  happens  that  the  inhabitants  of 
cold  climates  fufTer,  on  being  transferred  to  the 
tropical  regions — the  negroes  can  as  ill  fup- 
port  the  change  to  a  northern  atmofphere, 
and  accordingly  they  are  frequently  the  victims 
of  being  brought  to  Europe  ;  for,  amidft  the 
cold  of  our  winter,  all  their  energies  feem  to 
be  deftroyed,  and  their  faculties  benumbed. 
They  feldom  live  to  old  age,  but,  commonly, 
fmk  into  marafmus,  or  are  cut  off  by  early 
confumption. 

Fever,  exceflive  heat,  violent  pafllon,  or 
any  other  caufe  v^^hich  greatly,  and  fuddcnly 
hurries  the  circulation  of  the  fluids,  diminiihes 
the  tone  and  energy  of  the  living  animal 
fibre,  and  deprives  it  of  that  degree  of  firmnefs 
which  is  neceffary  to  health  ;  but,  by  gradually 
habituating  the  body  to  the  change,  a  high 
degree  of  increafed  circulation,  or  a  confider- 
able  diminution  of  the  original  denfity  of  fibre 
may  be  fupported,  without  any  confequent 

the  climate  by  flow  and  gradual  approaches ;  as  for  in. 
fiance,  by  firft  letting  them  ferve,  for  a  time,  at  Gibraltar, 
and  afterwards  employing  them,  for  a  year  or  two,  in  the 
more  windward  iflands,  fuch  as  Barbadoes  or  Antigua, 
before  they  were  lent  upon  duty  to  the  other  colonies. 
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derangement  of  ftrudlure — the  increafeda£Uon 
oftheveflels,  the  augmented  velocity  of  the 
fluids,  and  the  fubfequent  laxity  of  fibre,  in- 
duced by  great  heat,  or  high  fever,  may  be 
borne,  provided  they  are  not  fo  fudden,  nor 
long  continued,  as  to  caufe  diforganization. 

We  have  many  familiar  examples  which 
teftify  the  effed;  of  original  conformation, 
and  the  powerful  influence  of  habit  upon  the 
animal  body,  with  refped  to  its  fl:ate  of  health 
or  difeafe.  If  a  perfon  accuftomed  to  live  in 
the  gloom  of  London  fliould  expofe  his  face, 
for  only  a  Ihort  time,  to  the  full  rays  of  a 
Brighton  fun,  the  fkin  would  be  feparated  as 
if  by  the  application  of  a  blifter  ;  but  if  a  hardy 
fhepherd  of  the  downs  were  to  He  upon  the 
hills,  with  his  face  open  to  the  broad  fun, 
throughout  the  whole  day,  not  the  fmallefl: 
part  of  the  cuticle  would  be  difturbed. 

A  negro,  to  whom  the  climate  is  con- 
genial, can  run  over  the  hills  in  the  Weft 
Indies,  for  many  hours  together,  without  fuf- 
fering  the  flighteft  inconvenience  :  but  if  an 
European  of  more  unyielding  fibre,  and  but 
lately  arrived  within  the  tropics,  were  to  fol- 
E  E  4 
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low  him  in  fucli  a  courfe,  it  would  be  more 
than  probable — it  would  be  almofl  certain,  that, 
within  a  few  fucceeding  hours,  a  fever  would 
complete  the  diforganization,  and  fend  him  to 
the  grave. 

So,  the  fluids  of  a  racer  may  be  hurried 
violently  through  his  veflels,  without  any 
injury  to  the  natural  organization  :  but  if  an 
unpradtifed  horfe,  of  a  different  original  con- 
formation, were  to  be  taken  from  the  cart  and 
made  to  gallop,  with  all  pofTible  fpeed,  over 
a  courfe  of  four  or  fix  miles,  it  is  probable 
that  from  the  increafed  impulfe,  and  the  re- 
fiftance  of  his  unaccommodating  fibre,  fever, 
diforganization,  and  death  would  fpeedily 
enfue. 

In  cold  or  temperate  climates,  bulls  are 
baited,  and  hares  hunted,  in  order  that  the 
found  texture  of  their  fibres  may  be  broken 
down,  and  the  mufcles  made  tender,  by  their 
dying  in  the  fever  of  increafed  and  violent 
circulation. — This  is  a  fa£t  fo  well  known  to 
all  fportfmen,  that  a  hunted  hare  is  always 
preferred  to  one  that  has  been  fhot,  or  taken 
by  other  means. 
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Epicures  let  their  meat  bang  after  it  Is 
killed,  until  the  atmofphere  has  effected  the 
fame  purpofc,  by  a  different  procefs,  and  it  be 
made  tender  by  a  decompofition,  or  partial 
putrefadlion.  But  in  the  Weft  Indies,  it  is 
common  to  fee  the  animal  alive  in  the  market, 
and  to  have  its  joints  fmoking  upon  table  the 
fame  day  at  dinner  :  it  is  flaughtered,  drefled, 
and  eaten,  without  the  flefh  growing  cold  ; 
and  yet  there  is  no  complaint  of  the  meat 
being  hard  or  tough. 

Thefe  remarks  will  ferve  to  lead  your 
attention  more  particularly  to  the  fubje£t  of 
climate,  and  to  the  effedls  of  habit  and  origi- 
nal conformation  ;  therefore,  without  attempt- 
ing to  enter  more  particularly  into  all  the 
various  changes,  which  the  febrile  action  pro- 
duces in  deftroying  life,  or  the  fpecific  mode 
in  which  thefe  changes  are  effedled,  I  may 
proceed  to  ftate  a  few  other  general  circum- 
ftances,  which  will  fhew  the  application  of 
what  has  been  already  faid  to  the  fubjedl  in 
queftion,  viz. — the  continued,  qx yellow  fever. 

Creoles  and  negroes  are  not  fubjed  to  the 
fever   in   its   continued,  or   moft  malignant 
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form  ;  but,  when  it  does  invade  them,  it  more 
commonly  aflumes  a  remittent  or  intermit- 
tent type. — In  thefe  claffes  the  original  con- 
formation, aided  by  a  conftant  expofure  to 
the  heat  and  atmofphere  of  thefe  regions, 
has  eftabiifhed  a  due  ftate  of  fibre,  and  given 
to  the  body  a  certain  congeniality  which 
empowers  it  to  continue  its  healthy  adiion, 
amidfl  all  the  circumftances  of  climate  and 
fituation. 

Europeans,  who  have  refided  during  a 
period  of  feveral  years  in  the  Weft  Indies,  are 
feldom  attacked  with  the  fever  in  its  continued 
form  ;  but  when  it  feizes  them,  it  commonly 
afTumes  the  type  of  a  remittent. — In  perfons 
of  this  clafs,  the  body,  from  long  expofure  to 
the  climate,  has  become  creolife  or  acclimate, 
approaching  to  the  conformation  of  the  na- 
tives, by  having  the  original  firmnefs  of  fibre 
reduced  to  the  appropriate  ftandard  for  con- 
tinuing the  healthy  adlion,  under  expofure 
to  preternatural  heat. 

The  ftrongeft  men — thofe  of  the  moft 
denfe  or  rigid  fibre  are  moft  fubjedt  to  the 
high  degrees  of  the  continued,  or  yellow  fever  ; 
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and  are  mod  frequently,  and  mofi:  rapidly  de- 
ftroyed  by  it. 

Women,  children,  convalefcents  from 
former  malady,  and  thofe  who  have  been  re- 
duced by  the  ufe  of  mercurial  remedies  are 
lefs  frequently  the  objeds  of  its  attack  ;  and 
when  it  does  feize  them,  it  is  commonly  milder, 
and  lefs  rapid  in  its  progrefs. — In  thefe  clalTes, 
the  ftateof  the  animal  fibre,  either  from  origi- 
nal conformation,  or  from  eventual  circum- 
flances,  more  nearly  approaches  to  that  of  the 
Creoles  and  natives. 

In  North  America,  the  inhabitants,  who 
conftantly  refide  in  the  mofi:  fouthern  ftates, 
are  feldom  attacked  with  the  fever  in  its  more 
violent,  or  continued  form  ;  while  thofe  of  the 
north-eaft  ftates  are  deftroyed  by  it  in  great 
numbers :  but,  even  in  thefe  fi:ates,  it  is  re- 
marked that  the  fever  more  -readily  feizes 
ftrangers  from  Europe,  or  peafants  from  the 
interior  provinces,  than  the  natives  of  the 
towns,  in  which  the  difeafe  prevails. — Thefe 
fa£ts  are  peculiarly  fi;riking,  and  they  feem  to 
admit  of  ready  explanation.  The  inhabitants 
of  the  fouthern  ftates,  from  refiding  in  con- 
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ilant  heat,  are  acclimates,  and,  in  conflltution, 
approach  nearly  to  the  Creoles  or  natives  of 
the  Weft  Indies  :  but  thofe  refiding  in  the 
more  northern  ftates,  although  expofed  to  a 
very  high  degree  of  heat  during  the  fummer, 
can  never  become  creolifes,  on  account  of  the 
intervening  winter,  which,  annually  renews 
the  predifpofition,  and  creates  a  fufceptibility 
of  the  difeafe — ftill,  from  refiding,  during  part 
of  the  year,  in  exceffive  heat,  and  remaining, 
at  all  times,  in  the  atmofphere  of  their  towns, 
even  the  inhabitants  of  the  place,  where  the 
difeafe  prevails,  are,  in  fome  degree,  lefs  fuf- 
ceptible  of  the  moft  malignant  form  of  the 
fever,  than  ftrangers  from  Europe,  or  peafants 
from  the  provinces,  whofe  more  denfe  and 
rigid  fibre  renders  them  in  a  peculiar  manner 
predifpofed. 

From  thefe  remarks,  it  would  feem  that 
the  prefence  of  contagion,  Is  in  no  degree, 
neceflary  to  the  produdtion  of  this  fever.  In- 
deed its  invafion  is  governed  by  circumflances 
very  oppofite  to  all  the  known  laws  of  con- 
tagion :  for,  in  proportion  as  the  body  ap- 
proaches the  Creole  ftru(5lure,  fo  is  it  able  to 
fupport  the  change  of  temperature,  and  to 
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refin;  the  fatal  effe^ls  of  the  feafoning  malady. 
If  the  conftltution,  either  from  natural  organi- 
zation, or  from  long  refidence,  be  aflimilated 
to  the  climate,  i>  e.  if  it  be  reduced  to  the 
common  ftandard  of  the  Creoles,  it  has  nothing 
to  apprehend  from  the  difeafe : — but  if  it  be 
not,  the  fever  will,  affuredly,  make  its  attack, 
without  waiting  for  any  fuch  caufe  as  con- 
tagion. 

Moreover,  if  It  can  be  afcertalned,  that 
certain  clafles  of  people  are  moft  liable  to  be 
attacked,  and  if  it  can  be  proved  that  there  is 
a  certain  gradation,  according  as  they  have 
been  more  or  lefs  expofed  to  the  influence  of 
climate,  it  were  equally  unneceflliry  and  un- 
philofophical  to  call  in  the  aid  of  a  power, 
the  application  of  whofe  laws  it  were  impoffi- 
ble  to  reconcile  with  the  appearances  obferved. 
No  difeafe  of  known  contagion  is  influenced 
by  the  circumftances  which  are,  daily,  {qcu.  to 
govern  the  progrefs  of  the  yellow  fever  ;  if, 
therefore,  we  are  to  regard  contagion  as  the 
parent  of  this  difeafe,  it  muft  be  a  contagion 
of  it-  vjgry  uncommon  and  peculiar  appetite  ; 
for  it  is  a  circumflance,  both  fmgular  and  un- 
precedented, that  an  adlive  and  wide-fpreading 
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contagion,  prevailing  in  any  particular  coun- 
try, fhould,exprefsly,  avoid  the  inhabitants  of 
that  country,  and  only  lie  in  wait  for  ftran- 
gers ;  and,  further,  that  fhould  thefe  not  chance 
10  arrive,  even  for  many  years,  this  infatiate 
devourer,  not  relifhing  the  food  of  her  ov^n 
country,  fhould  not  once  require  fuftenance, 
nor  ftir  abroad  for  fupport,  but  content  herfelf 
to  faftjthroughout  the  whole  period,  and, again, 
rufh  forth,  with  undiminifhed  vigour,  the  very 
moment  that  ftrangers  appear  !  I  think  I 
might  fay,  with  the  greateft  corre£lnefs,  that 
if  no  ftranger,  from  a  colder  climate,  fhould 
vifit  the  Weft  India  colonies  for  the  fpace  of 
five,  ten,  or  any  given  number  of  years,  that 
no  inftance  of  the  yellow  fever,  diftindt  from 
the  bilious  remittent  fever  of  the  country, 
would  be  known,  during  that  period  ;  yet,  if 
a  body  of  men,  unaccuftomed  to  the  climate, 
fliould  arrive  from  Europe,  in  the  month  of 
July  or  Auguft  Immediately  fucceeding,  a  con- 
fiderable  proportion  of  them  would  be  feized, 
and  probably  deftroyed  by  this  difeafe,  before 
they  had  commemorated  the  firft  return  of  a 
new  year  :  but  can  it  be  fuppofed  that  a  mofl 
fubtile  and  adive  contagion  would  thus  re- 
main latent,  for  any  fpecified  term,  amidft 
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whole  hofts  of  natives,  fuddenly,  and  as  it 
were,  impulfively,  refume  all  its  defl:ru(5live 
powers,  as  foon  as  a  body  of  more  robuft 
foreigners  fiiould  come  within  its  reach  ? 

In  England,  the  harveft-mcn  and  flran- 
gers,  who  go  into  the  fens  of  Kent,  or  Lin- 
colnfliire  in  the  Autumn,  are  more  readily 
attacked  with  the  endemial  fever  of  thefe  pro- 
vinces, than  the  inhabitants,  who  conftantly 
refide  in  the  atmofphere  which  caufes  it ;  yet 
we  do  not  learn  that,  during  the  prevalence  of 
any  contagious  malady  in  thefe  diftri^ls,  the 
contagion  cautioully  avoids  the  men  of  Kent 
or  Lincolnfhlre,  to  lie  in  wait  for  ftrangers ; 
nor,  perhaps,  will  any  phyfician  venture  to 
aflert  that  the  Kentifh  fever  is  produced  by 
contagion. 

It  would  feem  more  probable  tliat  t^-e 
contagion  of  any  particular  country  fhould 
regard  the  fubjeds  of  that  country,  in  fouie 
degree,  as  her  appropriate  prey.  The  plica 
Polonica  fliuns  not  the  people  of  Poland — nor 
the  fibbins  thole  of  Scotland — neither  have 
the  yaws  any  difrelifh  for  the  Creoles,  or  the 
Africans,     But  what  fecms  mofl;  furprizing. 
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IS  that  this  lady  of  choice  appetite,  who  de- 
fpifes  fuch  common  food,  as  the  languid  blacks 
of  the  Weft  Indies,  when  (lie  takes  a  fail 
down  to  America,  as  if  her  appetite  were 
fharnened  by  the  voyage,  will,  occafionally, 
condefcend  to  feaft  upon  a  line  ftout  negro  of 
the  United  States. 

This  is  a  fa£t,  which  is  totally  irreconcile- 
able  upon  the  principle  of  the  difeafe  proceed- 
ing from  contagion. — The  negro  of  the  Weft 
Indies,  from  always  living  in  a  high  degree 
of  heat,  has  no  rufceptibility  :  but  the  negro  of 
America  acquires  a  predifpofition  from  the  re- 
recurrent  cold  of  the  winter.  The  fibre  of 
the  one  is  relaxed,  and  yielding — of  the  other 
denfe  and  refifting. — In  the  fame  way  it  is 
explained  why  the  inhabitants  of  Louifiana, 
Georgia,  and  the  Carolinas,  are  lefs  fubje(St  to 
the  difeafe,  than  thofe  of  Virginia,  Pennfyl- 
vania,  and  New  York.  Did  the  fever  fpread 
itfelf  by  contagion,  we  know  of  no  caufe  why 
It  fiiould  extend  its  ravages  to  the  north  in- 
ftead  of  the  fouth— why  it  fhould  feize  whites 
in  preference  to  blacks — why  prefer  a  robuft 
European  to  a  languid  Creole ; — nor  why  it 
fhould  have  a  diftafte  for  the  fable  race  of  the 
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Weft  Indies — yet  relifti  the  negroes  of  North 
America.    -^ 

It  is  not  a  law  of  contagion  to  make  its 
attack  upon  the  moft  robuft  and  vigorous 
people  : — more  commonly  it  afTails  thofe  of 
tender  fibre.  Were  any  given  number  of 
llrong  healthy  men,  and  the  fame  number  of 
children  to  be  expofed,  at  the  fame  time,  to 
the  influence  of  the  contagion  of  fmall-pox, 
meafles,  or  fcarlatina,  common  obfervation 
informs  us  that  the  children  would  be  found 
to  be  moft  fufceptiblg  of  the  impreflion,  and 
attacked  in  the  greateft  number  :  but  the  very 
reverfe  of  this  would  be  the  cafe  were  they 
to  be  expofed,  in  a  fmiilar  manner,  to  the 
caufe  producing  the  yellow  fever— the  men 
would  be  found  to  be  moft  fufceptible,  and 
a  greater  proportion  of  them  would  fall  victims 
to  the  difeafe. 

Not  only  does  this  fever  attack  Euro- 
peans, newly  arrived  in  the  Weft  Indies,  in 
preference  to  Creoles,  negroes,  and  tnofe  who, 
by  a  long- continued  refidence,  have  become 
acclimates ;  but  even  among  thefe  unhappy 
Europeans,  who  chance  to  fuit  her  appetite, 
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flie  dill  has  her  partialities  ;  for  the  moft 
healthy  and  rohuft,  and  in  general,  thofe  who 
are  the  earlieft  fubjefted  to  great  exertions,  and 
the  tiigh  degrees  of  temperature,  are  fooner 
feized,  and  more  rapidly  deftroyed,  than 
thofe  of  laxer  fibre,  or  thofe  who  have 
the  opportunity  of  becoming  more  gradually 
acclimates. 

But  the  *'  New-comers"  if  expofed  to 
the  yaws,  the  cra-cra,  or  any  other  difeafe 
of  decided  contagion,  are  not  found  to  be 
more  fufceptible  than  the  Creoles,  or  the  ne- 
groes :  although,  v/ith  regard  to  the  bites  of 
mufquitoes  and  other  infeds,  the  difference 
of  effect  upon  the  Europeans,'  and  the  people 
of  the  climate,  is  as  peculiarly  marked,  as  it 
is  with  refped;  to  the  yellow  fever.  The 
fmall  pundure  made  in  the  fkin  of  a  robuft 
European  by  a  mufquito,  or  a  find  fly,  fre- 
quently becomes  inflamed,  tumefies,  breaks 
into  a  fore,  fpreads  into  a  malignant  ulcer, 
and,  ultimately,  robs  the  hardy  fon  of  the 
North  of  his  life — while  the  languid  Creole, 
or  the  negro,  quietly  lets  the  infed:  bite, 
without  apprehending  any  of  this  fad  train  of 
confequences. 
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Seeing  that  the  fever  can,  unqueftion- 
ably,  be  produced  without  contagion,  fome 
contend  that,  in  its  pafiage  through  the  bodj, 
it  generates  a  matter,  which  is  capable  of  pro- 
ducing the  difeafe,  by  being  diffufed  in  the 
atmofphere,  and  that  it,  thus,  becomes  in- 
fedious.  But  even  in  this  wideft  fenfe  of 
the  term,  I  cannot  confider  it  to  be  either  a 
contagious  or  infedious  malady  ;  for  it  does 
not  appear  that,  by  any  inherent  procefs,  the 
living  human  body  has  the  power  of  gene- 
rating the  appropriate  pabulum  neceflary  for 
the  production  or  fupport  of  this  fever;  or 
that  the  difeafe,  in  its  progrefs  through  the 
human  frame,  begets  a  poifon  fui  generiSy 
which  may  be  conveyed  from  one  perfon  to 
produce  the  diforder  in  another* 

The  contagious  or  infedious  fever  which 
proceeds  from  diftempered  human  exhala- 
tions, is  a  diftind  malady.  The  yellow  fever 
has  a  different  origin — is  different  in  its  fymp- 
toms — and  requires  a  different  mode  of  treat- 
ment. They  both  have  their  different  de- 
grees, and  the  mild  typhus,  and  typhus  gra- 
vior  of  England  are  not  more  alike  than  the 
continued  and  the  remittent  fever  of  the  Weft 

F  F    2 


H- 


36 


Indies-  Perhaps  the  mild,  and  the  confluent 
fmall-pox  are  more  unlike  :  yet  no  one  de-= 
nies  that  either  Is  fmall-pox — nor  doubts  that 
both  are  derived  from  the  fame  caufe — the 
fame  fpecific  virus. 

If  the  medical  attendants,  and  the  (white) 
orderlies,  vv-^ho  have  been  employed  in  the 
hofpitals,  have  fufFered  from  the  fever  :  ftiil, 
they  have  only  fufFered  in  common  with  the 
officers  and  foldiers,  who  have  not  been  quar- 
tered near  the  hofpitals ;  and,  as  their  pro- 
portion of  duty  and  fatigue  has  been  uncom- 
monly great,  it  were  not  to  be  expected  that 
they  could  efcape  better  than  their  comrades. 

But  I  have  fald  that  this  fever  does 
not  attack  the  blacks  of  the  Weft  Indies  ; 
I  may,  therefore,  mention  a  rem.arkable 
faft,  which,  more  than  alL  others,  would 
feem  to  militate  againft  the  dodrine  of  the 
yellow  fever  being,  originally,  a  contagious,  or 
becoming,  in  the  courfe  of  its  progrefs,  an  in- 
fe(5lious  malady,  viz. — that,  of  the  multitudes 
of  black  men  and  women,  whom  I  have  had 
occafion  to  fee  employed  conftantly  in  the 
hofpitals,    and  who   have    executed   all  the 
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menial  duties  about  the  fick,  the  dying,  and 
the  dead,  I  never  yet  knew  even  a  fingle 
inJla?Ke  of  any  one  of  them  either  male  or 
female  taking  the  difeafe.  Perhaps  no  one 
will  contend  that  this  would  have  happened 
had  the  hofpitals  been  equally  crowded  with 
patients  in  fmall-pox,  meafles,  fcarlet  fever, 
the  common  jail  fever,  or  any  complaint  de- 
cidedly infedious  *. 

The  yellow  fever  prevails    moft  com- 

*  In  the  year  1793,  a  body  of  emigrants  from  St. 
Domingo,  amounting  to  upwards  of  300  in  number,  who 
had  made  their  efcape  from  that  colony,  under  all  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  moft  aiBi£ting  depreffion,  arrived  at  Phi- 
ladelphia, at  the  time  when  the  yellow  fever  raged  with  its 
utmofl  malignity  :  yet,  not  one  of  them  was  attacked  with 
the  afflidling  malady,  which  was  then  defolasting  the  town. 
And,  as  if  exprefsly  to  make  this  fa6l  the  more  (triking, 
it  likewife  happened  that  the  emigrants  who  arrived  at 
the  fame  diftreffing  period,  from  Ireland,  the  States  of 
Germany,  and  other  parts  of  Europe  were  attacked  by  the 
fever,  even  in  greater  proportion  than  the  Americans  them- 
felves. — It  is  not  the  property  of  any  contagion  to  exhibit 
fuch  marked  partialities.  The  autumn  temperature  of 
Philadelphia  was  congenial  to  the  emigrants  from  St. 
Domingo :  they  were  acclimates,  and  therefore  not  fuf- 
ceptible  of  the  difeafe ;  while  thofe  from  Europe,  being  * 
the  inhabitants  of  colder  regions,  were  in  a  peculiar  degree 
predifpofed. 
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monly,  and  mod  extenfively,  at  the  decline 
of  the  wet  feafon  of  the  year,  when  the  rains 
and  the  fun  irregularly  alternate,  and  caufe 
unfettled  weather ;  and  this  is  alfo  the  period 
when  the  bilious  remittent,  and  the  ague  ap- 
pear among  the  Creoles  and  negroes.  In  the 
midft,  or  at  the  very  height  of  the  wet  feafon, 
and  during  the  finer  dry  feafon,  the  fever,  in 
all  its  ihapes,  is  far  lefs  common  :  likewife  in 
the  dry  and  elevated  parts  of  the  country, 
which  are  open  to  the  breeze,  it  is  out  of  all 
proportion  lefs  frequent  than  in  low  dam.p 
fituations,  in  the  vallies,  and  about  the  open- 
ings of  the  rivers.  In  North  America  it  is 
principally,  nay  almoft  exclufively  a  difeafe 
of  the  low  and  crowded  towns,  fituated  upon 
the  borders  of  the  rivers,  and  the  bays  of  the 
fea  ;  and  is  fcarcely  known  in  the  higher,  or 
more  interior  parts  of  the  country. 

The  great  favoring  circumftances,  there- 
fore, appear  to  be  a  high  degree  of  tempera- 
ture, and  a  moift  ftate  of  the  atmofphere ; 
to  which  may,  perhaps,  be  added  the  ill 
chofen  fituation  of  the  towns  :  but,  from  the 
particular  feafon  in  which  it  fpreads  its  ra- 
vages, and  from  all  the  hoft  of  concomitances^ 
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it  would  feem  that  we  are  to  regard  fome 
niiafma,  or  unwholefome  exhalation,  as  the 
V£Mt  pabulum  of  the  difeafe. 

At  the  high  period  of  the  wet  feafon 
the  ditches  and  canals  are  full,  and  the  brooks 
and  rivulets  fluent,  fo  that  the  noxious  ex- 
halations are  neither  fo  readily  formed,  nor 
fo  cafily  taken  up  into  the  atmofphere  ;  and^ 
in  the  dry  feafon,  thefe  deadly  vapours  are 
either  chafed  away  by  the  breeze,  or  rendered 
effete  by  the  intenfe  rays  of  the  fun — but 
during  the  intermediate  period,  at  the  decline 
of  the  wet  feafon,  every  circumftance  tends 
to  favor  their  produdion,  and  to  promote 
their  difFufion  and  fufpenfion  in  the  furround- 
ing  air. 

The  fever  is  mofl  readily  generated  in 
new  colonies,  where  the  land  is  only  partially 
cleared  of  its  wood,  badly  cultivated,  and  the 
half-drained  foil  left  to  exhale  its  noxious 
vapors  into  the  furrounding  atmofphere.  In 
the  older  colonies,  where  the  forefts  have 
been  long  cut  down,  the  land  brought  under 
general  cultivation,  and  its  furface  more  opened 
to  the  breeze,  it  is  found  to  be  lefs  prevalent. 
F  F  4 
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Examples  of  this  are  feen  in  the  old  iflands 
of  Barbadoes  and  Antigua,  contrafted  with 
thofe  of  Grenada  and  Trinidad.  The  former 
are  well  cleared,  and  univerfally  tilled,  and 
from  fituation,  as  well  as  culture,  freely  ex- 
pofed  to  the  influence  of  the  trade  wind  ; — in 
thefe,  the  difeafe  but  very  feldom  appears. 
The  latter  are  not  yet  brought  under  general 
cultivation,  but  are  partially  covered  with 
wood,  and  the  atmofphere  is  damper,  and  lefs 
purified  by  the  breeze  -.—here,  the  fever  fre- 
quently and  fatally  rages. 

In  new  fettlements  where  the  land  is 
recently  brought  into  cultivation,  and  not 
well  cleared,  or  drained,  and  particularly  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  towns  or  habitations,  wliich  are 
commonly  placed  at  the  loweft,and  moft  infalu- 
brious  fpots,  for  the  convenience  of  commerce, 
the  drainings  of  the  higher  lands,  and  often  the 
filth  of  rivers,  or  of  bays  and  inlets  of  the 
ocean,  together  with  decayed  leaves,  plant?, 
and  roots,  and,  in  fhort,  the  whole  exuvi<^  of 
the  vegetable  world  colled,  remain,  and  grow 
putrid,  and,  in  fuch  fituations,  the  very  weeds, 
and  coarfer  plants,  become  rank  and  exube- 
rant, and,  growing  up  only  to  decay,  add  to 
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the  fermenting  mafs,  v^~hlch,  by  holding  the 
impure  waters  ftagnant,  accumulates  and 
creates  a  noxious  fwamp  ;  and,  thus,  is  ge- 
nerated the  hideous  Python,  who,  though 
often  conquered  by  the  darting  rays  of  Apollo, 
again  uplifts  his  deadly  front,  and  can  only  be 
fubdued  by  the  more  fteady  and  perfevering 
induftry  of  man. 

When  the  efFe£t  of  climate  and  fitua- , 
tiod  fhall  be  fully  underflood,  and  duly  efti- 
mated,  the  yellow  fever  maybe  no  longer  the 
fcourge  of  our  merchants,  our  planters,  and 
our  armies  :  yet,  after  the  long  and  fatal  ex- 
perience the  world  has  had,  it  is  equally 
lamentable  and  furprizing  that  men  fliould 
Hill  blindly  continue  in  error,  with  refped.  to 
the  fituations  chofen  for  their  towns  and  dwell- 
ings. Contrary  to  their  better  knowledge, 
they  prefer  the  convenience  of  commerce  to 
the  more  important  advantages  of  health,  and 
fix  their  habitations,  as  it  were  exprefsly, 
upon  the  moft  unhealthy  points  of  the  globe. 
In  every  nation,  and  almoft  every  colony, 
ftriking  examples  might  be  feledted  of  the 
ftrange  folly  and  negledt  with  which  we  re- 
gard a  circumftance  of  fuch  ferious  magni- 


442 

tude.  Armies,  perifhing  with  fever,  or  dy- 
fentery,  have  been  fnatched  from  threatened 
defl;rud:ion,  by  change  of  fituation  ;  and 
countries,  almofl  meriting  the  reproachful 
term  peftilential,  have  been  rendered  fahi- 
brious  by  attentions  to  the  foil  :  ftill,  on  the 
fcore  of  heakh,  much  remains  to  be  done, 
by  mankind  fixing  their  refidence  v^^here  the 
atmofphere  is  leaft  expofed  to  noxious  exhala- 
tions. But  alas  !  commerce,  and  her  proftitute 
fuite,  riches,  diffipation,  and  luxury,  deafen  the 
loud  calls  of  the  fair  Hygeia,  with  her  more  vir- 
tuous train,  eafe,  tranquillity  and  happinefs ; 
and  while  man  remains  ambitious,  and  wealth 
be  made  the  public  road  to  honors  and  dif- 
tindions  in  fociety,  health  will  continue  to 
be  oiily  a  fecondary  ohjedl  of  his  confidera-^ 
tion.  It  is  in  the  province  of  the  phyfician 
to  expofe  this  fatal  error — to  philofophy  it 
belongs  to  remove  it. 

I  would  remark  that  the  fever  of  thefb 
regions  feems,  in  many  refpeds,  to  be  govern- 
ed by  the  fame  circumftances  as  the  endemic 
fever  of  Kent  and  Lincolnfliire,  in  England, 
and  indeed  when  it  attacks  the  natives  of  the 
country,  it  even  aflumes  the  fame  type  and 
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fymptoms  ;  and  I  much  fufpedt  that  if  it 
could  happen  that  the  temperature  of  thefe 
provinces  fhould  continue  as  high  as  from  80" 
to  90*  during  the  fummer,  and  heavy  rains 
fhould  fall  in  July,  you  would  have  yellow 
fever  in  the  months  of  Auguft  and  Septem- 
ber :  but,  while  the  general  heat  of  the  fum- 
mer fhall  continue  below  70^,  there  can  be  no 
fear  of  yellow  fever  being  generated  in  Eng- 
land— and  ftill  lefs  of  it  being  iniported  ;  for 
this  is  juft  as  improbable  as  that  the  Kentilh 
fever  fhould  be  carried  off  in  a  Scots  trading 
veflel,  and  fpread  among  the  inhabitants  of 
Edinburgh,  whofe  rocks,  and  ftreams,  and 
healthy  mountains  preclude  its  vifitation. 

In  order  to  exhibit,  in  a  more  ftriking 
point  of  view,  the  fimilarity,  or  I  might  fay 
the  identity  of  the  intermittent,  the  remit- 
tent, and  the  yellow  fever  of  the  Weft  In- 
dies, and  to  ihew^that  they  are  only  different 
degrees  of  the  fame  difeafe,  I  may  briefly 
enumerate  the  more  prominent  points  in 
which  the  refemblance  is  obferved. 

I.  They  run  indifcriminately  Into  each 
other — a  quotidian,  or  a  remittent,  fometimes 
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becoming  a  malignant  yellow  fever ;  and  a 
yellow  fever  fometimes  degenerating  into  a 
remittent,  or  an  intermittent. 

2.  They  are  all  feen  to  be  conneded 
with  a  derangement  of  the  biliary  fyftem ; 
and  a  common  fequel  of  each,  is  a  chronic 
affedion  of  the  liver. 

3.  They  all  prevail,  moft  extenfively,  at 
the  fame  period  of  the  year;  viz.  the  decline 
of  the  wet  feafon. 

♦      • 
4.  A  bilious  vomiting  is  common   to 
them  all. 

5.  They  are  all,  occafionally,  attended 
with  a  yellownefs  of  the  fkin,  and  the  eyes. 

6.  In  their  relapfes,  and  frequently  in 
their  firft  attack,  they  all  bear  a  clofe  alliance 
with  the  lunar  periods. 

7*  The  intermittent,  the  remittent,  or 
the  continued  type,  or  in  other  words, 
the  milder,  the  intermediate,  or  the  more  ma- 
lignant form  is  aflumed,  according  to  the  ftate 
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of  vigour,  the  period  of  refidence  in  the  cli- 
mate, and  other  circumftances  of  the  fubjed 
attacked. 

8.  They  all,  occafionally,  afFed:  the  fame 
perfon  various  times. 

With  refpedl  to  the  alleged  novelty,  — 
the  recent   produdion  or  importation  of  the 
yellow  fever,  it  appears  to  be  an  error,  which 
may  be  explained  away,  by  the  circumftance 
mentioned  above  ;    v!z.  that  during  a  period 
of  peace  and  tranquillity  it  is  lefs  frequent, 
and  paiTes  jpnder  the  milder  name  of  feafoning 
fever  ;  but  from  recurring  in  a  time  of  war,  it 
creates   new   alarm,    and   confequently  iffues 
forth  with  a  new  appellation.     Its  exiftence 
is,  no  doubt,  cokcval  v/ith  the  difcovery  of  the 
colonies  ;  for  it  is*  mentioned  by  fome  of  the 
oldeil  authors  who  have  written  upon  the  fub- 
jed:  of  the  Weft  Indies,  and  is  pointedly  no- 
ticed by  Pere  Labat,   an  author   who   himfelf 
expeiienced  an  attack  of  it  in  the  year  1694, 
Were  it  fit  to  offer  ^  conjedure  with  regard 
to  its   duration,  I   might  fuggeft  tliat,  in    all 
probability,  it  will  continue  to  prevail,  fo  long 
as  greedy  lucre  fhall  impel  the  inhabitants  of 
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cold  climates  to  pay  their  devotions  to  Plutu», 
by  a  pilgrimage  to  tropical  fields  ;  unlefs  thefe 
fields  fhall  be  fo  improved,  by  tillage,  as  to 
dellroy  the  ferpent,  and  deprive  the  fever  of 
the  aliment  necelTary  for  its  fupport. 
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LETTER     XXXIX. 

^he  commandant  rec-ehes  final  wfiruBlcns  for  the  author  to 
proceed  to  St.  Domingo.  A  coUeFtion  of  Indian  fpecimens 
embarked  for  England.  News  arrives  of  the  defeat  of  the 
combined  fieet  off  Cape  St.  Vincent  ~  alfo  of  the  invaf.jn  of 
Wales  by  i^oo  Frenchmen.  Hofp'ital  officers  fiibfjl  upon 
fait  rations.  Author  laments  not  being  aife  to  male  an  im- 
proved report  refpeSling  the furgical  patients.  Next  to  fcm 
ver,  ulcers  mofi  fatal  to  the  troops.  Different  effect  of  the 
climate  upon  thofe  newly  arrived,  and  thfe  accujhmed  t9 
the  country.  Guiana  not  lefs  healthy  than  the  ifands.  Pro- 
portion lofi  mt  fo  great.  Cafual:i:es  during  one  year.  Rain 
and  lightening,  frogs  ^thunder  f  and  mufquitoes  imply  the  fit- 
ting in  of  the  wet  feafon.  'The  rainy  feaf on  later  in  the 
ifiafids  than  in  Guiana. 

Demarara,  May  2, 

JL  HE  die  is  cafl:  !  and  I  am  irrevocably 
deftlned  for  Sl  Domingo.  Tlie  command- 
ant received  the  reply  of  the  comraap-der  in 
chief  on  the  25th  ult.,  and  I  am  directed  to 
take  my  departure  from  the  coaft  of  Guiana 
by  the  earlieft  opportunity.  This  may,  there- 
fore, be  the  lafl:  letter  I  fliall  ever  addrefs  to 
you,  from  the  continent  of  South  America. 
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Anticipating  thefe  inftrudions  I  had  pre- 
pared cafes  for  my  colledion  of  Indian  fpeci- 
mens  ;  which  I  have  now  packed  up,  and 
embarked  on  board  the  fhip  Homer,  for  Lon- 
don, hoping  fome  day  to  meet  them  again  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Bedford  Square.  Fortu- 
nately, after  long  expedation,  the  model  of  an 
Indian  houfe,  which  the  friendly  and  hermit- 
like  Bercheych  had  promlfed  to  procure  me 
from  the  Bucks-,  arrived  juft  in  time  to  be  en- 
clofed — and  as  it  is  complete  in  furniture  and 
utenfils,  I  fhall  look  forward  with  much  plea- 
fure  to  the  period,  when  I  may  have  the  op- 
portunity of  explaining  toyou,  in  England,  the 
appropriate  ufes  of  all  the  little  apparatus  which 
you  will  find  attached  to  it. 

I  am  alfo  indebted  to  the  commandant. 
Col.  Hiflop,  for  the  model  of  an  Indian  houfe, 
brought  to  him  by  the  Bucks^'  which  you 
will  likewife  find  in  the  collection  embark- 
ed on  board  the  Homer. 

We  have  jufl  received  the  news  of  Sir 
John  Jarvis  having  defeated  a  great  fleet  of 
the  enemy,  with  a  very  inferior  number  of 
ihips,  off  Cape  St.  Vincent.     The  guns  have 
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been  fired,  and  we  all  join  In  cordial  rejoic- 
ings upon  the  occafion  ;  notwithftanding  that 
the  tidings  come  to  us  accompanied  with  the 
intelligence  of  an  invafion  of  Wales  ...  by 
fidljifteen  hundred  Frenchmen  !  What  can  be 
the  objc(Sl:  of  fuch-like  expeditions?  Is  it 
hoped  that  thefe  handfuls  of  men  can  dlfFufe 
themfelves  throughout  the  country,  and  de- 
lude Englifhmen  to  forego  their  own  freedom 
in  exchange  for  French  flavery — or  are  they 
merely  hordes  of  vile  Brigands,  vomited  by 
the  great  nation  upon  our  fhores,  inilead  of 
being  configned  to  the  executioner  ? 

It  has  happened,  for  fome  v/eeks  pad, 
that  v/e  have  again  been  very  particularly 
indebted  to  the  king,  for  our  allowance  of 
daily  food.  Unable  to  procure  frefli  provi- 
fions  in  the  colony,  and  none  having  been  im- 
ported, the  hofpital  mefs  has  been  wholly  fed 
with  the  fait  rations  iffiied  from  his  Majefty's 
ftores  ;  and,  no  alternative  remaining,  we  have 
been  compelled  to  fatisfy  ourfelves  with  a 
diet  of  fait  beef  and  peafe  foup,  improved 
with  the  occafional  variety  of  peafe  foup  aad 
fait- pork. 

VOL.  III.  G  G 
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I  lliould  {land  accufed  of  negleding  our 
contradl,  were  I  to  omit  noting  to  you  that, 
in  a  late  provifion-hunting  excurfion,  our 
party  met  two  Dutch  ladies  upon  the  road, 
travelling,  with  great  ftate,  in  a  chaiie  drawn 
by  fix  naked  flaves,  inftead  of  horfes.  This  was 
quite  a  fcene  of  novelty,  it  being  one  of  the 
toils  of  flavery  we  had  not  before  chanced  to 
witnefs  :  nor  indeed  had  we  heard  that  it  was 
pradifcd. 

It  is  matter  of  much  concern  to  mc  not 
to  be  able  to  improve  the  report  of  our  furgi- 
cal  patients,  before  I  bend  my  path  from  thefe 
colonies,  and  from  the  hcfpitals,  which  have 
fo  long  been  the  objeds  of  my  anxious  care  ; 
but,  fo  far  from  this  being  the  cafe,  it  is  deemed 
neceflary  to  embark  another  body  of  thefe  un- 
fortunate fufFerers  on  board  the  (liips  now 
going  to  England. 

Next  to  fever,  ulcers  have  been  the  fe- 
verefl:  fcourge  of  the  troops,  and  in  both  of 
thefe  maladies  we  have  witnefled  multitudes 
of  inftances,  in  fad  proof  of  the  fatal  influence 
of  climate  upon  our  patients  : — while  an  Euro- 
pean has  been  cut  off  in  a  few  hours,  by  that 
ardent,  and  mercilefs  deftroyer,  the  yellow  fe- 
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ter,  a  colonift  has  experienced  a  flight  attack 
of  the  bilious  remittent,  and  a  negro  had  to 
fupport  the  fimple  paroxyfm  of  an  ague  :  or, 
while  an  Englifh  foldier  has  lingered,  and 
died,  from  only  a  flight  fcratch  or  excori- 
ation, the  African,  and  the  Creole,  have  ra- 
pidly recovered  from  the  wideft  and  moft 
perilous  ulcers. 

If  I  ftate  to  you  the  refult  of  twelve- 
months experience,  as  it  now  appears  before 
me,  in  a  return  I  have  prepared  for  the  com- 
mander in  chief,  it  is  not  with  a  vicw  of 
increafmg  your  terrors,  refpediing  the  fata- 
lity of  this  climate,  but  rather  of  counter- 
acting, in  your  mind,  a  prejudice  which  I 
have  already  faid  prevails  but  too  extenfive- 
ly,  regarding  the  infalubrity  of  Demarara, 
and,  generally  fpeaking,  of  the  whole  coaft  of 
Guiana. 

I  obferved  to  you  before,  that  the  com- 
monly accepted  opinion,  that  thefe  fettle- 
ments  were  more  unhealthy  than  the  Weil 
India  iflands  feemed  to  be  incorred: ;  and  if  I 
now  remark  that  in  the  courfe  of  a  year 
our  lofs  has  amounted  to   nearly  350  men, 
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the  returns  from  even  the  moft  favored  of 
the  iflands,  I  have  much  reafon  to  fufpe£t, 
will  bear  me  out  in  regarding  the  affertion 
as  decidedly  erroneous:  for  we  are  taught 
to  believe  that  few,  if  any,  of  the  detach-^ 
ments  of  the  very  numerous  army,  under  the 
command  of  Sir  Ralph  AbercroiTAby,  have  ef- 
caped  with  fo  little  lofs,  as  the  divifion  fcrving 
in  thefe  colonies.  In  fome  of  the  iflands  we 
know  that  the  mortality  has  been  frightfully 
greater — in  few- — perhaps  in  none,  has  it  been 
lefs.  Yet,  alas !  it  is,  at  befl,  but  a  melancholy 
confolalion,  that  v^re  fhould  fmd  caufe  to  re- 
joice in  having  loft  only  one- fourth  of  our 
Bumber ! 

In  the  courfeoflaft  week,  and  particu- 
larly on  the  26th  and  27th  of  the  late  month  of 
April,  vve  had  many  heavy  fhowers  of  rain,  ac- 
companied with  much  thunder  and  lightening, 
alfo  with  the  loud  croakings  of  hofts  of  enor- 
mous frogs,  and  the  difirefsful  vifitings  of  thick 
clouds  of  mufquitoes  ;  all  of  which  are  regard- 
ed as  ftrong  indications  of  a  returning  wet 
feafon.  That  the  thunder  and  lightening  have 
been  lefs  frequent,  the  mufquitoes  fewer,  the 
breeze  ftronger,  and  the  loud  bellowings  of 
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the  frogs  lefs  annoying,  during  the  dry  fea- 
fon,  than  they  had  been  during  the  wet 
weather  that  preceded  it,  is  a  fa  ft,  to  which 
the  eyes  and  ears  of  all  here  can  bear  tcfti- 
mony  ;  but  in  how  far  thefe  circumftances  re-? 
curring  with  the  fhowers  of  a  lunar  period, 
may  be  indicative  of  the  returning  invafion  of 
the  long  wet  fsafon,  I  am  not  able  to  pro- 
nounce with  equal  certainty.  Probability 
might  feem  to  favor  the  opinion  :  yet  the  rains 
have  again  diminifhed,  and  the  beft  obfervers 
do  not  pofitively  dechre  our  pleafant  dry  fea- 
fon  to  be  at  an  end  ;  and,  therefore,  as  the  wet 
feafon  is  commonly  later  in  the  iflands,  than 
upon  this  coafc,  I  do  not  altogether  defpair 
of  reaching  Martinique  in  time  to  fee  that 
ifland  during  the  continuance  of  fine 
weather  *. 

*  Since  writing  thefe  remarks,  the  author  has  had  op- 
portunities of  feeing  the  yellow  fever  upon  many  differ- 
ent ftations,  and  he  may  obferve,  that  each  occafion  of 
increafing  his  experience  has  tended  to  confirm  the  opi- 
nion, which  all  the  circumftances  conne£ling  with  it,  in 
Guiana,  forced  upon  his  mind,  refpedling  the  nature  of 
the  diforder.  It  has  now  happened  to  him  to  have  feen 
this  fever  at  Barbidoes — in  the  colonies  upon  the  coaft 
of  South  America — at  Martinique — at  Jamaica — at  Cape 
St.  Nicholas  mole,  and  Fort  au  Prince  in  St.  Domingo — 
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and  at  Norfolk,  upon  the  coaft  of  Virginia,  in  North 
America,  in  all  of  which  places,  he  has  obfervcd  it  to  be 
one  and  the  fame  difeafe,  {lightly  differing  in  fome  of  its 
features,  according  to  clrcumftances  of  fituation,  of  fea* 
fon,  or  of  conllitution.  He  has  alfo  feen  much  caufe  to 
believe,  that  early  venacfection  is  the  remedy  moft  to  be 
relied  upon  in  the  cure. 
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LETTER    XXX. 

Author^ s  adieu.     He  takes  his  pojfage  in  a  vejfel  bound  for 
Martinique.      Feels  anxiou:  ft?  reach   St.  Domingo.      Pro- 
jfii/es   to   ccfititiue  the   habit   of  guiding  his  pen    to   his 
frietidy  provided  his  *<  Notes^'  are  duly  honored. 

Demarara,  May  5th. 
X  HE  (hip,  which  is  to  convey  our  furgical  in- 
valids, not  having  failed,  I  gladly  Embrace  the 
opportunity  of  offering  you  a  v/ord  of  kind 
adieu,  before  I  take  my  departure.  To-mor- 
row I  am  to  embark  from  this  coaft,  together 
with  fuch  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  St.  Domingo 
hofpital  ftaff,  who  have  been  fpared  from  the 
grave.  The  veffel,  in, which  we  have  taken 
our  paffage,  goes  only  to  Martinique  ;  how  at 
at  what  time  we  may  proceed  from  thence  toSt. 
Domingo  will,  in  all  probability,  depend  upon 
circumftances,  not  within  my  control  :  but, 
for  many  reafons,  I  fhall  be  anxious  to  reach 
the  iiland,  whither  we  are  deftined — hoping, 
there,  to  hail  my  comrades  ;  to  meet  whole 
packets  of  long-expedted  letters  from  my 
friends  in  England  ;  to  regain  my  books  and 
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baggage  ;  and  to  become  fettled  in  a  regular 
routine  of  piofeffional  duty.  When,  or  from 
whence  you  may  hear  of  me  again,  is  among 
the  uncertainties  with  which  I  am  furround- 
ed  : — but  I  fliall  continue  to  lift  my  pen  to 
your  idea,  at  the  penfive  hour  of  retiring  to 
my  birth  for  the  night  ;  and  if  your  valued 
remembrances  fhall  tell  me  that  you  are  not 
already  tired  of  your  correfpondent — that  he 
has  not  been  too  faithfully  obfervant  of  your 
dictates  —  you  may  perhaps  be  troubled  as 
heretofore :  ibut,  remember  that  this  will  reft 
entirely  with  yourfelf  y  for  I  have  a  fad  terror, 
left  I  ihould  draw  more  "  Notes'^  than  you 
may  be  willing  "  to  accept^ 

Adieu  !  adieu  ! 


F  I  N  I  S. 


Strahan  and  Prcfton, 
PfiiUers-Street,  London. 
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